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Copley Indians Travel Baseball Program
Parent / Player Commitment Form

PRACTICES:   Players must attend all scheduled practices to be eligible to participate in that week’s game(s).  Absences phoned in or e-mailed to a member of the coaching staff are acceptable and will not be subject to this rule.  Be prepared to practice hard because you play the way you practice.  Practice should be addressed as you would school – it is time dedicated to learning, so please take practice time seriously.

GAMES:  Please make every effort to arrive at games at least 45 minutes before the scheduled start.  This is your warm up time to prepare to play the game, please take it seriously and respect the fact that you need to be warm, loose and ready to play at the start of the game.  If you know that getting your player to a game will be difficult, let the coaches know as soon as possible and we'll try to work something out.  If your player can't make it to a game, please let a member of the coaching staff know as far in advance as possible. 
COURTESY and RESPECT:  Any player, parent, coach, family member or friend attending a practice or game is asked to conduct him/herself with the utmost courtesy and respect to others in attendance, including the umpires, coaches, players and fans from both teams.  Anyone deemed discourteous or disrespectful will be asked to leave for the remainder of the game or practice.  Umpires may choose to suspend play until the offending party leaves the field.  There will be NO exceptions to this rule.
PLAYERS:  Repeated violation of this rule by players can lead to discipline at practice and/or forfeiture of playing time.  

PARENTS / FAMILY:  Repeated violations by parents can result in being suspended from attending future or additional games (ie. Tournaments).
FOR PARENT’S ONLY: When you come to games or practices, please interact with your son with positive encouragement from a distance and do not “un-do” any coaching your player has received from the coaching staff.  A player who abandons his teammates to do something his parents coached him to do is letting down his team, his coaches, and himself.   Additionally, parents should be careful to not put extra pressure on their player when he steps up to bat or commits an error in the field.  The coaching staff will do their part to walk your player through the at bat or the error and coach him on how to improve on his next opportunity.  Negative comments from the sidelines (whether toward your player or the team in general) will not assist in improvement of their skills.  

COACHING STAFF:  Please realize the coaches are unpaid volunteers and will utilize their best efforts for the benefit of your player so please allow them to do their job.  If you, as a parent have a concern with a member of the coaching staff, please direct your question to the coach one on one after the game/practice, give the coach a call or send an E-mail.  Time during practices and games is for all the players and individual concerns or questions should not be addressed during formal practice or game times.  Please understand we have limited hours to practice and/or play.  Your questions and concerns will be addressed at the appropriate time.  
THE BENCH: The bench and/or dugout area is reserved for the players and coaches.  Parents, siblings and friends are not permitted within the bench area at any time unless instructed by a coach.  When watching a game, please position yourself away from the bench area.  Similarly, players should stay in the bench area until the game is over or unless instructed by a coach.

EMOTIONS: Competition can create a wide range of emotions for the players during games. It is absolutely critical that we develop their sportsmanship in a positive way during youth as well as help to prepare them emotionally for future high school athletics. Emotions that get out of control have the potential to interfere with a player’s ability to execute on the field. Controlled intensity is fine and encouraged. However, uncontrolled outbursts such as throwing equipment, profanity, outbursts at coaches, umpires and teammates will not be tolerated, and will affect playing time.  Repeated offenses by the same player could result in suspension from future game(s). 
PRIORITIES:   School, school, school!!  Your player’s success in school is our number one concern.  Please do not hesitate to let a member of the coaching staff know if you need to miss a practice due to homework or extra studying. If you need any of us to help your player understand this message and the importance of good grades, let us know what we can do to help.  We simply ask that you give a member of the coaching staff a call so we are aware of the situation.   The term “Student Athlete” is exactly that – they are students first and athletes second. 


VACATIONS / OTHER SCHEDULE CONFLICTS:  With the season stretching into the summer, there are occasions when vacation time or other sports/conflicts may prevent your player from participating in practices and/or games.  As some games or tournaments include significant travel time and cost, we ask that each parent commit to submitting any planned vacation time to your player’s coach by March 1, 2008 for dates between April 1, 2008t – July 15, 2008.  This will allow the coaching staff time to plan ahead and make adjustments well in advance in order to avoid conflicts that would cause the need to forfeit or cancel participation.  As a general rule, we would encourage putting off vacations until after the season if at all possible.  Travel baseball is a huge investment and commitment and in order to protect the integrity of the CAA travel baseball organization and the other parents and families involved, we ask for your proactive involvement to reduce scheduling conflicts.
UNFORSEEN / UNEXPECTED CIRCUMSTANCES:  In order to accommodate the potential for injuries or other unforeseen circumstances, each team has rostered age appropriate substitute players from other Copley travel and tournament teams.  If a regularly rostered player is unavailable for a game or a tournament, the coach may utilize a properly rostered substitute player that doesn’t regularly play with your team, but has been officially rostered with the league or tournament.  How the coach manages play time for the substitute players is at the coach’s discretion.  


PLAYING TIME:  The coaches do recognize that all players desire to play in all games, but in travel baseball there are no guarantees that every player will play in every game.   Play time will not be equally distributed between players.  All players are subject to rotation or sitting out at the coaches discretion, but as a general rule, roster slots from the 9th man on down will have less play time.  Rotations and playing eligibility will be based on a player’s performance, game situations, player conduct, parent conduct and coach’s discretion.   Decisions regarding playing time, positions and substitute players are not appeal-able to CAA; the coach’s decisions are final.  


INDIVIDUAL SAFTEY / HEALTH ISSUES:  Our #1 concern is to ensure each player has a safe and enjoyable season.  If there are any health concerns or safety information as it relates to your player that will impact his ability to play, please contact a member of the coaching staff to discuss the situation.  
BATS:  Your son’s coach will discuss bat requirements applicable to his team as requirements vary from age group to age group and league to league.  A bat’s “drop" is determined by subtracting the weight of the bat from the length.  For example, a 30 inch, 23 oz. bat would have a -7 drop, a 30 inch; 18 oz. bat would have a -12 drop.  A bat is one of the largest investments in baseball so we encourage all parents to research bat options thoroughly before purchasing one for your player.

PRACTICE GEAR:  Please make sure your player has a glove and baseball cleats for practices.  Boots, sandals,  'flip-flops', and water shoes are not permissible.  At the start of the season, please make sure your player is dressed for the weather as it is not unusual to need sweatshirts and/or jackets throughout the month of April.  Shorts are NOT acceptable for practice.  This is for your player’s safety as base running requires aggressive sliding which cannot be done in shorts.  Sliding shorts under baseball pants are recommended.


GAMES / UNIFORMS:  Uniforms should be clean and in good repair for all games.  It will be the player’s responsibility to be in full uniform (hat, glove, pants, cleats AND protective cup) for each game.  All uniforms will be tucked in when we walk out on the field for warm-ups.

MISC. GAME GEAR:  Catcher's gear will be provided by the team. All other gear that your player will need must be provided by parents. This includes bats, batting helmets, gloves, batting gloves, etc. The team will not provide extra hats or other uniform accessories, but they can be purchased at anytime from our uniform supplier.
JEWELRY:  No jewelry can to be worn during games.  Earrings, necklaces, bracelets, and “Live Strong” style rubber bracelets are included in this rule. All wrist bands (whether worn at the wrist or the forearms) must be removed if you are pitching.  
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I have read through the team rules and guidelines established by Copley Travel Baseball and Coaches.  I understand them and will commit to abiding by them during the 2008 season.  
___________________________________ 

_______________________________

Print Player Name





Print Player’s Coach and/or Age Group

___________________________________________________
________________

Father and/or guardian signature





Date

___________________________________________________
________________

Mother and/or guardian signature





Date

___________________________________________________
________________

Player signature







Date
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