The Harbor Soccer Club's girls U16 "Fireballs" won the 2011 State Recreational Cup Championship Sunday December 11th  at the Starfire Sports Complex in Tukwila.  Over 450 teams entered the 2011 tournament representing each district around the State. Washington Youth Soccer is broken into seven Districts throughout the state. The State tournament is open to all recreational boys and girls teams ages 11 - 19.  
The Fireballs are no stranger to the State Recreational Cup making appearances the last four years straight. In 2008 the Fireballs won the title and have finished second in 2009 and 2010. Remarkably the Fireballs found themselves returning to the finals match a fourth year in a row. This time they were able to bring home the title for a 2nd time. However, the road to the Championship wasn't easy. 
The Fireballs began tournament play in October competing against other District 3 teams for a chance to advance in the tournament. District 3 is comprised of Pierce County and parts of South King County. Their first test began across the bridge verse the STSC FC Strikers only to be stopped at half time by a school official who had scheduled the field for an all women's football team.  The Fireballs would have to pack up for the day and re-schedule the match.
The following weekend the Fireballs traveled to Sumner to play our long rivals the Blasters. The Fireballs had knocked the Blasters out of the State Cup the previous four years and defeated them  4 -1 a week prior in regular season play. Unfortunately the Fireballs streak had run dry suffering a disappointing loss to the Blasters 2-1. The following week the Fireballs traveled back to Tacoma to re-match  the Strikers prevailing with a 3 - 0 win. 
On November 5th the Fireballs hosted the UPSC Mystics defeating them 6 - 0 in front of a home town crowd at Roy Anderson Field. In the end the shutouts were not enough to bring home the District 3 Championship a fourth year in a row. That honor was deservingly awarded to the Sumner Blasters who went 3 - 0 within District competition. The Fireballs considered themselves out of the tournament until they received notice on the 28th of November from the Washington Youth Soccer Association that the Fireballs were awarded a wild card spot in the tournament. 
On December 3 the Fireballs traveled to Silverdale to play the top District 5 team at Gordon Field. The Fireballs were determined not to miss this opportunity for a second chance at advancing to the State Championship. The Fireballs defeated the Tracyton Cheetahs 3 - 0 advancing the team to the State semi-finals. We played our best game all year states Fireballs Head Coach Mckee Mosher.  
On December 11th the Fireballs arrived at the Starfire Sports Complex before the sun had risen in preparation of the anticipated semi-finals match. However, the early game did not detour the Harbor Fans. Tukwila became an extension of the Gig Harbor Community Sunday morning with all the Harbor families in attendance to support both the Fireballs and the GU17 Hot Shots who had also advanced to the semi final game in their division.  The Fireballs defeated the VUSA Strikers 7 - 0 advancing to the finals game.  
As luck would have it the Sumner Blasters also advanced to the Championship match making the finals game even more exciting. I was not surprised to see the Blasters in the Championship game says Fireballs assistant coach Troy Tomaras. The Blasters are a worthy opponent with great talent says Tomaras. 
Later that evening in front of a large group of families and friends representing both Gig Harbor and Sumner the teams faced off as they have many times over the last four years. These girls were all business as they took to the field. The Fireballs struck first within the first few minutes of play off a shot across the box by forward Heidi Bock. The Blasters didn't waste any time evening the score minutes later off a corner kick. The rest of the game went scoreless as the two teams battled for the right to be crowned GU16 Champions. Following 80 minutes of regulation play the game remained tied 1 - 1 and entered into overtime. 
As the girls prepared for extended play they were determined to finish victoriously says Fireballs assistant Coach Jeff Rankin. The coaches reminded the girls what it felt like to watch the other team celebrate as we finished second the last two years. That's all it took to prepare the girls for the 30 minutes of extended play. The Fireballs began extended play playing outstanding soccer says Mckee. The girls were making great passes and controlling ball says Rankin. Goalie Katie McLennan made some incredible MLS style saves frustrating the Sumner players says Tomaras. 
With nine minutes remaining in Overtime forward Heidi Bock scored on a breakaway run past a Sumner Defender. The Fireballs held on the remaining 9 minutes securing the 2011 GU16 State Recreational Cup Championship.  Every girl on the team contributed to the Fireballs victory says Coach Mckee. I am thankful to be part of such a special group of kids, parents and coaches says Tomaras. Tonight's win was something the girls will always remember says Rankin. 
Following the game girls from each team limped and wobbled as they congratulated each other on a great game. This game was worthy of a State Championship game says Mosher. The Sumner Blasters are a great club. Sumner's head coach thanked the Fireballs for a great game and wished congratulations with a parting word..."see you next year". 




