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West Fargo Baseball would like to make the following announcements regarding changes to League and Travel Baseball.  Please take a moment to read through these and familiarize yourself with the changes that will take place for the 2012 season.
· Travel Players who are ages 10-15 will no longer be required to be on regular league teams.  These players will play in the League for 10 total games as their own team.  This is a requirement at the national Babe Ruth level.  These 10 games will not count towards the regular League standings for either team involved in the game.  Other games for each travel team will be setup by the travel coaches and will be played against other travel teams around the area.  Regular League teams will be made up of all remaining players who are not on the primary travel team.

· Please note that 9 year old Travel players will still be divided up amongst various League teams as we have always done in the past.  West Fargo has chosen to begin the Travel separation at age 10 rather than age 9.  This is different from what Fargo has chosen to do.

· While 9 year old Travel players will be divided up on League teams, their Travel practices will take priority over League practices if they occur at the same time.  If there is not a Travel practice at the time that a player has League practice, that player will be expected to attend the League practice.
· 9 year old League will no longer be utilizing the pitching machine.  They will be pitching live with the following format.

· A pitcher will throw to a batter until the at bat is complete or 4 balls have been thrown.  If 4 balls have been thrown a coach will then pitch to that batter.  The batter will retain the same number of strikes throughout.  Walks will not be allowed.  Example: If a player pitches to a count of 4 balls, 1 strike then an offensive coach would continue to pitch to that batter who would retain the 1 strike.  The coach will continue to pitch until the ball has been put in play or 3 strikes have been reached.  Strike outs will be enforced.  
· 7/8 year olds will continue to use the pitching machine.  Fargo will be allowing 7 year olds this year so this may affect our layout for that age level.  We will not know this until a later date.
· 10 year old league games may be moved off of Friday nights.  While we do not have the exact days that the 10 year olds will be playing, we do know that we will be able to avoid playing on most Friday nights.  There may be some exceptions, especially in the beginning of the season.  We hope to know more regarding the exact days as we get closer to the season.
· Remember registration will begin on January 9 and close on February 14.  You must register at www.westfargobaseball.com
· Any questions should be direct to Todd Rheault, todd.rheault@asmnet.com or Gerald Urlaub, gerald.urlaub@netcenter.net
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