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Capital Appeal
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The Trinity community
is being asked to respond with

Generosity & Gratitude
in two ways this fall...

2012 
Annual Giving  

PLEDGE
Make an Annual Giving pledge.
Trinity’s potential to love, transform and serve is 
directly related to our annual giving.

Our financial pledges support our ongoing 
ministries of:
•	Worship	 •	 Children’s	Ministries
•	 Youth	Ministries	 •	 Adult	Ministries
•	 Care	Ministries	 •	 Missions	&	Outreach

These	ministries	require	ongoing	financial	
support for: 
•	 Communications	 •	 Administration
•	 Facilities	 •	 Staffing	and	Overhead

Make an additional financial pledge to the 
“Opening Doors” Capital Appeal.
Over	the	next	three	years,	we	will	work	together	to	
raise $4 million beyond our annual giving budget  
to create:

 • A	welcoming	and	clearly	identified	main	
entrance	closer	to	the	3rd	St.	parking	ramp	with	
improved	drop-off	and	pick-up	accessibility.

 • A	space	to	meet	the	needs	of	our	people	on	
Wednesday	evenings	by	adding	adult	learning	
space	and	a	contemporary,	flexible	space	for	
Confirmation	large-group	learning.

A pledge card will be coming to you in the mail;  
please complete it and bring it to worship on Dec. 3-4. 

Pledges of Gratitude Weekend 
— December 3-4 —

Bring your Pledges of Gratitude for  
2012 Annual Giving and the  

“Opening Doors” Capital Appeal to 
worship. Refreshments will be served 

and each family will receive a  
special gift of gratitude!

H e a rt s

L I V E S

Grateful
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PASTOR DAN POFFENBERGER

On Sunday, October 30, Trinity 
gathered (about 200 people – a great 
turnout!) and voted overwhelmingly to 
approve the renovation of the  
Croix Center and the Fourth Street 
parking lot. This decision follows years 
of diligent work with the United States 
Postal Service, the City of Stillwater and 
the Heritage Preservation Commission 
to make this happen. This was a very 
significant and positive decision that 
opens up the future for Trinity in 
significant ways, and follows through 
on decisions made by Trinity leadership 
decades ago. 

Years ago, the property and the building 
that currently houses the USPS was 
purchased by Trinity for the purpose 
of providing additional space. The 
expansion in 1980 of Trinity’s main 
building was done with the thought 
that eventually the post office building 
would be taken down, and Trinity could 
finally complete its main building. Past 
Council leaders have told me how this 
had “always been the plan,” and affirm 
this decision with enthusiasm. 

When the Fourth Street property 
(known as the Croix Center) was 
purchased, it was recognized that its 
useful lifespan would come to an end, 
and that the congregation would have 
to renovate or take it down. One of the 
past Council presidents shared with 
me that they thought at the time of 
purchase it was a “20-year building.” 
That was 30 years ago. It has since 
slowly deteriorated, as has the parking 

lot. It is long overdue for a good face-
lift, a re-purposing and a new future. 

Further, the USPS has an option to 
buy the current building and property 
at any time for a very low price. That 
option, if it were ever acted upon, 
would be a severe blow to Trinity’s 
future. That option is now void as the 
USPS moves into the new space on 
Fourth Street.  

On top of all of that, the Fourth Street 
property has become somewhat of an 
eyesore, and Trinity will improve its 
standing as a member of the Stillwater 
community by providing a beautifully 
restored building, a new parking lot 
surface, and a much more accessible 
and modern postal facility. 

As a congregation we have made a 
wonderful decision. It will be exciting 
to see the rehabilitated Croix Center 
and some new life breathed into our 
Fourth Street property. 

One last note: At the congregational 
meeting, several questions were 
asked that the Council would like to 
respond to – please look further into 
the Trinity Today for an article by 
Trinity’s Treasurer, Todd King, for that 
response.

I will remind everyone that the Council 
is committed to providing a forum 
for every question to be asked and 
answered clearly, and for decisions 
to be made in a transparent and open 
way – a value that I am committed to 
as well. That is why the Council hosts 
informational meetings, announced 

weeks ahead of time, prior to every 
congregational special meeting, and why 
budget forums are held prior to every 
Annual Meeting. 

These meetings are designed to be 
places for thoughtful discussion of any 
proposal, financial statement or budget. 
Meetings where decisions are made 
are meant to be rather lean, efficient 
meetings with much less discussion. 
These pairings of information meetings, 
followed by decision meetings, is meant 
to foster more thoughtful discussion 
and help the Council shape and modify 
proposals so that when decision 
meetings are held, the Council has 
brought forth the clearest and strongest 
proposals, and that consensus has been 
assured. 

There is no such thing as an unwelcome 
question or comment, but the place 
where they can be most helpful and get 
the attention they deserve is during one 
of the information meetings. 

Likewise, the Council is more than 
open to meeting with any individual at 
any time to have a conversation, share 
opinions or have any other input on the 
important decisions we have to make 
from time to time. 

It is good to be a community together. 
We will come together in a few months 
and celebrate the rehabilitated  
Croix Center – it will be exciting!
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Remember the days of old, consider 
the years long past; ask your father, 
and he will inform you; your elders, 
and they will tell you. 
Deuteronomy 32:7

I recently had the opportunity to 
spend time with five other women 
at a beautiful cabin in northwestern 
Wisconsin. The purpose of the retreat 
was to focus on creating our own 
spiritual autobiographies. Much time 
was given to telling and listening to 
the sacred stories that we all willingly 
shared – stories of struggles and 
accomplishments, of families and 
friends, of joys and sorrows. Together 
we discovered new meanings, insights 
and purposes for our lives that 
alone might not have been realized.  
Together we stood on holy ground 
as we recounted God’s presence with 
us throughout our entire lives – still 

Angel Tree 2011 tags in Narthex on Nov. 27
Angel Tree works by connecting parents in prison with 
their children through the delivery of Christmas gifts. 
Trinity receives information on 75 children who live in 
the east metro area. The Angel Tree team then contacts 
the children’s caregivers for gift requests, completes 
forms for Trinity members, collects the gifts by family, 
and delivers them the week before Christmas. Each child 
receives two gifts – a need and a 
want, valued at about $20. Trinity 
members purchase gifts, wrap 
and label for delivery. Delivering 
the packages in person is very 
rewarding, but gifts can also be 
left in the Church Office by  
Sun., Dec. 11. Donations can also be 
made toward $20 Target gift cards 
for the children’s caregivers. 
Watch for the angel cards on the 
Angel Tree on Sun., Nov. 27! 

c A R E ministries wiTh PASTOR cANDEE MOSER

leading and guiding us into the future.  
Together we laughed, cried and offered 
prayers of thanksgiving to God for the 
countless blessings in our lives. Before 
leaving the retreat, we took some 
time to bless one another and share 
communion. 

Richard Morgan in his book, 
Remembering Your Story, writes, 
“When we remember our stories 
together, the acts of listening and 
telling help us move beyond the 
normal boundaries we impose on 
ourselves. We gain deeper insight 
into the ways of God’s grace in other 
people and in ourselves.” Morgan 
goes on to explain how stories create 
meaning and in fact, how our faith 
stories are the legacies we leave for 
others and generations to come.   
We are our stories!

As you gather with family members 
and friends over the holidays, take 
time to tell and listen to each other’s 
stories. Recall past holidays, loved 
ones who are no longer present at 
the table, traditions, grace moments 
– times when you could clearly see 
God’s presence in your life story.  
Thank each other for gifts given and 
received – i.e., wisdom, unconditional 
love, encouragement, direction, 
understanding, etc. As stories are 
shared, I encourage you to capture 
and preserve them, either in writing or 
perhaps, with everyone’s permission, 
to videotape them. Be creative, have 
fun and find joy in the remembering 
and sharing. Most of all, give thanks to 
God from whom all of our blessings in 
life continuously flow.  

Bible Study with  
Pastor Candee
Wednesdays thru Dec. 14  
9:30-10:30 a.m. – Garden Room
Strap on your sandals and prepare 
for the journey of a lifetime as 
together we walk in the footsteps of 
Peter, Paul and other First Century 
believers through the Book of 
Acts. How and where did the good 
news spread? What were some of 
the challenges those first disciples 
faced? Do we, disciples living in 
the twenty-first century, encounter 
some of the same challenges and 
joys? Please join me for an engaging 
study on Wednesdays as we seek 
answers to these questions and 
many more in the Book of Acts. 
Contact Pastor Candee at  
ext. 107 or cmoser@trinitylc.org 
with questions.



As my body is orienting back to this 
time zone following our mission trip 
to Tanzania, I am reliving some of the 
special moments of our experience. 
When our mission team walked 
through the villages in Tanzania 
we were struck by the passion and 
joy in the faces of the children. Yes, 
our presence always creates a stir. 
Shouts of “Hey white man,” and 
“Welcome!” fill the air as a group 
of children gathers like a dust cloud 
about our feet. Simple gestures of 
recognition invite them closer into our 
personal space. Their eyes are shining 
with excitement as they gather with 
anticipation. Within a few minutes we 
are swept up in a storm of laughter and 
joy. My first thought is that we are like 
the circus coming to town, and I’m 
just another clown, but that’s okay. 
Our shared, but limited vocabulary of 
Swahili and English words combined 
with hand gestures convey the message 
that we are now friends. We share a 
few precious moments we each will 
cherish forever, and then we part with 
knuckle bumps (“nipa tano” meaning 
give me five), smiles, and waving at 
each other until we turn the next 
corner. With each of us heading off on 

MISSION
update

Tom	Thiets

Director of 
Missions
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our separate journeys we wonder if our 
paths will ever cross again. 

Later in the evening, as our team 
gathers for dinner, we pause and reflect 
upon our day. The children become the 
topic of our conversation. We wonder 
where these children will be in 20 or 
30 years. “That girl in the blue dress 
she was really a leader,” states one 
team member as another describes the 
quiet strength of the boy that stood 
in the back making sure that no child 
missed an opportunity to take part in 
our games. What will become of these 
children? Can we help? We discuss 
these questions with both sadness and 
joy. 

There is some sadness, because we 
know that many of these children will 
face a life with limited educational 
opportunities and years of work tilling 
the ground by hand to feed their 
families. There is some joy though, 
because we are taking action. Our 
partnership with the Bomalang’ombe 
Secondary School is opening doors 
of education and opportunity for 
more students each year. With every 
scholarship and every classroom built 
a life of greater opportunity is available 

for more of these children. Along with 
our memories we bring home the gift 
of gratitude from the students and 
parents to you the congregation of 
Trinity Lutheran Church. I brought 
home thank you letters from some of 
our sponsored students to share. These 
letters contain words of thankfulness 
and gratitude. In them the students 
express dreams of becoming pastors, 
teachers, nurses, and doctors with a 
desire to assist the next generation. 

Please know that your support is 
keeping the dreams alive for these 
children. They would tell you that 
their letters fall short in the attempt to 
express the depth of their gratitude. 
Their letters simply cannot convey 
their love and joy. They fall back to the 
very basic words of thank you. Please 
know that, for as simple as these words 
appear, they hold a profound depth 
of emotion. We are currently facing 
some financial challenges in our life-
changing projects with our Tanzanian 
partners, and we are seeking assistance 
at this time. For further information 
about the possibilities that are before 
us please contact me at ext. 146 or 
tthiets@trinitylc.org.

Blessings and peace,

Tom Thiets 
Director of Missions
tthiets@trinitylc.org

OppOrtunity



Save the Date!
Celebrating Seniors Christmas 
celebration
Wed., Dec. 7, 11 a.m.
Don’t forget to mark your calendars! 
Worship with communion begins at  
11 a.m. in the Worship Center. 
Meanwhile, caring friends of 
Celebrating Seniors will be busy in 
the kitchen preparing a Christmas 
Dinner for you! Following the dinner 
the North Suburban Chorus, along 
with Santa and Rudolph, will put in an 
appearance for your pleasure. We hope 
you will join us for this celebration. 

You are invited to an  
Advent PAUSE gathering!
Women of all ages: Gather for a time 
to pause and reflect as the season of 
Advent begins. Find a date, time or 
location that fits your schedule and 
share the everyday moments of the 
season. This is a wonderful opportunity 
to meet new women or gather with 
those you already know. Give yourself 
a gift of time to pause. The Advent 
PAUSE ministry happens the week of 
December 4-10. Sign-up Sundays,  
Nov. 20 & 27 and Dec. 4, or in the 
Church Office during the week. For 
more information or questions, contact 
Karen Gieseke at kgieseke@live.com or 
492-6610.

Hilltoppers November 
gathering
Thu., Nov. 17, noon-1:30 p.m.
Garden Room
Suggested donation for meal: $5
Come participate in warm fellowship 
and enjoy a tasteful lunch prepared by 
Susan Carr. Pastor Dan will update us 
and answer questions related to the 
renovation of the Croix Center and 
the Capital Appeal building project. 
This event is primarily geared for 
retired people, but people of all ages are 
welcome to attend.

Celebrate the 25th 
anniversary of Pastor Dan’s 
ordination
Sun., Dec. 11, between services
Congratulations to Pastor Dan 
Poffenberger on the 25th anniversary 
of his ordination. Please join us 
at a reception between services as 
we honor Dan and this significant 
milestone. Refreshments served.

Miriam Madsen retires…
again!
Special thanks to Miriam Madsen 
for her many years of leadership of 
Trinity’s Altar Guild. Each week 
Miriam and her team assembled to 
restock and vacuum pews as well as 
maintain many of the beautiful visual 
elements in the Worship Center. We 
wish Miriam well as she retires from 
leading this valuable ministry that 
touches all who worship each week. 
Thanks to Joanne Brown in helping 
coordinate our monthly teams during 
this transition.

Tuesday Book Club moves
The Supreme Bean (now closed) 
in downtown Stillwater hosted the 
Tuesday morning Book Club for 
about 12 years. We’ve moved up the 
hill to The Bikery on the corner of  
4th St. and Churchill. Bleeding 
Kansas, Zeitoun and The Gift of the 
Magi are next on the list. Grab a cup 
of coffee, tea or hot chocolate and 
be prepared for a lively discussion. 
Contact Jen Hammer at 439-4351 for 
more information.

Hope and Healing in Grief
Sun., Nov. 13, 10:30 a.m. – Living Rm
Grief is a long and difficult road and 
can be especially difficult during the 
holidays. If you are wondering how 
you can get through the holidays 
while grieving, come learn about 
helpful ways of coping. Contact 
Pastor Candee at ext. 107 or at 
cmoser@trinitylc.org with questions.

You are invited to lead or host 
an Advent PAUSE gathering!
The special season of Advent is 
drawing near, and with it comes the 
Advent PAUSE gatherings for women.
If you are interested in leading or 
hosting an Advent PAUSE gathering, 
or would like more information 
regarding being a leader or hostess, 
please contact Karen Gieseke at  
492-6610 or kgieseke@live.com, prior 
to Nov. 14. Advent PAUSE gatherings 
will occur the week of December 4-10.  

Worship Center Spruce Crews 
helpers needed
Trinity’s Altar Guild Spruce Crews 
spend two-three hours per week 
keeping the pew seats free of debris, 
restocking the prayer and visitor cards, 
and replacing candles and flowers 
for worship. A few more people are 
needed to help keep the place looking 
nice. Most teams (of two-three people) 
sign up for one month of service. 
Traditionally the team meets on 
Saturday morning, but some opt to 
come in on other days that work best 
with their schedules. We are currently 
seeking a December team as well as 
substitutes who can fill in occasionally. 
Please contact Phil Kadidlo at ext. 143 
or via email at pkadidlo@trinitylc.org.

Volunteer at the Food Shelf
Mon., Dec. 5,  Wed., Dec. 7 &  
Fri., Dec. 9 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
The Trinity community is invited to 
volunteer at the food shelf for the times 
listed above. Please contact Melissa 
Moon at melissa.a.moon@gmail.com 
or 323-8790 if you are interested in 
volunteering for any or all of the shifts. 
Thank you in advance for your service 
at our local food shelf.

5december 2011 • trinity.today.

S E R v E
the world

news & E v E N T S



6 december 2011 • trinity.today.

Alice Yanish
Alice just completed Building Personal Theology: God and 
her theology statement begins “God is omnipotent and 
good.” She doesn’t have a computer, but within one week 
of starting her membership process she was in Julie’s office 
to take the strength assessment. It’s not surprising to learn 
her strengths are responsibility, learner, input, harmony 
and connectedness. Alice makes prayer shawls and baby 
items with our knitting group as well as sews the little bags 
used for new baby visits. Companionship with her dog and 
cat are even more valuable to her since her husband passed 
away in December 2009. In mid-November Alice will try 
something new – going south to enjoy the warm climate 
with her brothers for the winter.

Welcome New Members

Nick White
Nick loves music and music is clearly a sweet life-purpose for 
him! He is in the Trinity Choir, Valley Chamber Choir, and 
whenever possible goes with Pastor Candee to provide music 
for communion services at nursing homes. His strengths per 
the Clifton StrengthsFinder are: connectedness, activator, 
maximizer, strategic and input. Nick’s talented hands make 
piano playing look easy but they also have experience in 
carpentry. Trinity Helping Hands enjoyed getting to know 
Nick when he joined them on a Habitat Project not long ago. 

Interested in membership at Trinity?
Official membership is not the goal as much as engagement in Trinity’s mission. If 
you are interested in Trinity Membership, information can be found on our website at 
www.trinitylc.org or contact Julie at jjolivette@trinitylc.org or ext. 108 with questions.

Sat., Dec. 10, 5 p.m.  
Worship Center
For many, the holidays signify 
a time of joy, celebration and 
warm family gatherings. For 
others, especially those who may 
be grieving significant losses in 
their lives due to a death in the 
family, disease, divorce or some 
other challenge, the holidays can 
be an added source of stress and 
sadness. The church recognizes 
this and in doing so, invites you 
to a special, Blue Christmas 
service on Sat., Dec. 10 at 5 p.m. 
in the Worship Center. Jesus 
said, “Come to me, all you who 
are weary and burdened, and I 
will give you rest.” –Matthew 11:28   
Contact Pastor Candee at  
ext. 107 or cmoser@trinitylc.org 
with questions.

Blue Christmas Worship

Noon & 7 p.m.
Worship Center

Valley Outreach Food Shelf Food In-Gathering
Wed., Nov. 23 – Noon & 7 p.m.

In gratitude for all that God has given us, Trinity has a wonderful opportunity 
to meet the increased need to fill the shelves at the Food Shelf. Please bring 

your donations of food to Thanksgiving Eve worship services on Wed., Nov. 23.

Pie & Coffee
will be served following

both services.

ThanksgivingEve
Worship & Hymn Sing

Wed., Nov. 23
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Sun.,	Dec.	11,	following	both	
worship	services	
Tuesday,	Dec.	13,	6:30	p.m.
“All You Want to Know about 
Trinity’s Finances” is a workshop 
hosted at Trinity by the Treasurer 
and Administrator on behalf of the 
Congregational Council. In order 
to be as transparent as possible, we 
want every member to be informed 
about our financial position and 
the strategic decisions that the 
congregation and Council have made 
over the past few years. The dates 
of the workshop are Sun., Dec. 11 
following each worship service and 
Tuesday, Dec. 13 at  
6:30 p.m. Please plan on attending if 
you are interested. It is much easier 
to respond to questions and have 
a great discussion in this format, 
rather than at meetings where we are 
making decisions.

At the Special Congregational 
meeting held on Oct. 30, 2011, 
several questions were raised. We 
would like to respond to two of the 
most prominent questions.

The first question was regarding the 2009 Capital Appeal and that Appeal’s impact 
on the Fourth Street project. The table below, portions of which were presented 
at both the 2010 & 2011 Annual Meetings (2009 & 2010 Annual Reports, page 40), 
reflects the results of the 2009 Appeal to date. As you can see, this is what the 
Appeal accomplished:
1. The purchase of the Drive-In 
2. The conceptual design fees for the proposed new building
3. The cost of the Stewardship Consultant –Kairos
4. A shift to a capital budget – two years of mortgage principle and interest were 

paid out of this appeal
5. A new sound system for the Worship Center
6. Money for missions over and above Annual Giving
7. Miscellaneous costs (i.e., the removal of the duplex on Third Street)

Additional facts:
1. Outstanding pledges are approximately $51,000 – those families have been  

contacted, and are in various stages of payment.
2. The original goals have been substantially met, with some adjustments from 

original projections to reflect actual appeal results. 
3. The ending shortfall of this appeal will be somewhere between $62,000-$113,000, 

dependent upon the receipt of outstanding pledges. 
4. The resulting shortfall will be carried in our line of credit.

The second question that was raised dealt with the $400,000 originally earmarked 
for the construction of the Third Street project. This was not part of our Capital 
Appeal. It was to be borrowed from Trinity’s line of credit and repaid through the 
sale or lease of Trinity’s portion of the building. Since the Third Street project did 
not happen, the loan did not take place.

Trinity has accomplished much over the past few years, including navigating 
through a difficult economy, while still moving forward in ministry.  
Thank you for all of your continued support this year and into the future. 

2009 Capital Appeal Original 1st Revised 2nd Revised Actual as of
 Budget Budget Budget 09/30/2011

Drive-In	Purchase	 450,000	 450,000	 440,000	 328,170

HGA	Design	Fees	 60,000	 60,000	 36,000	 35,864

Kairos	Fees	 40,000	 40,000	 16,000	 15,667

Mortgage	 250,000	 350,000	 483,000	 483,248

3rd	St.	Tenant	Improvement	 100,000	 100,000	 0	 0

Worship	Center	 270,000	 170,000	 142,000	 127,988

Missions	 130,000	 130,000	 40,000	 40,025

Miscellaneous	 0	 0	 0	 17,580

Totals 1,300,000 1,300,000 1,157,000 1,048,542

Received	to	Date	 	 	 	 1,048,542

Current	Shortfall	 	 	 	 113,230

Outstanding	Pledges	 	 	 	 50,954

Future	Shortfall	 	 	 	 62,276

“All You Want to Know about Trinity’s Finances” workshop



Building Your Personal 
Theology: BIBLE
Tue., Nov. Nov. 29, Dec. 6, 13
9:30-11:30 a.m. or 6:30-8:30 p.m.  
Living Room; Cost: $20
The Bible informs your personal 
theology, but you also have beliefs about 
the Bible itself. What is it? Where did it 
come from? How does it relate to your 
everyday life? How does it reveal God? 
What is its core message? In this class 
you will have the chance to explore your 
core beliefs about the Bible. Through 
conversation, creative reflection and 
connection to God, join us in building 
your personal theology about the Bible. 
This class has pre-work and homework 
between sessions. Completion of Building 
your Personal Theology: God is a 
prerequisite for participation in this class. 
Register online at www.trinitylc.org.  
Led by Pastor Siri Erickson; contact her 
at serickson@trinitylc.org or ext. 113 with 
questions.
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Classes where each person has the opportunity to discover and articulate their personal theology.

Building Your Personal Theology 
During the last year, 100 people have participated in the class 
Building your Personal Theology: God. Each person involved 
has put their heart and mind into this work of exploring, 
clarifying, discussing, organizing and presenting their personal 
theology. This class will be offered again in early 2012.  

the theology project

You have a theology.
You are a theologian.

building your     theology
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In	October,	the	Spirit	statement	was	
released	to	the	congregation	for	

conversation	and	feedback.	 
The	Spirit	statement	is	printed	 

here	in	the	Trinity Today, is visible on 
the	Theology	Project	blog,	 

and	will	be	circulated	among	
groups for conversation.  

Everyone	in	the	congregation	
is	invited	to	participate	in	the	
conversation,	either	online	at	 

http://siricerickson.wordpress.com	
or in a face-to-face conversation.  Providing:

The Spirit is intimate, tender, powerful 
and patient. Sometimes we experience 
the Spirit more intensely than at 
other times, but the Spirit is always 
present. The Spirit provides the gifts 
of life, inspiration, faith, reassurance, 
peace, hope, joy, comfort, wisdom, 
encouragement, power, boldness, and 
courage. When we don’t know how 
to pray, the Spirit gives us the words 
we need to voice our deepest cares and 
concerns.

Transforming
The Spirit consistently challenges 
us to change and grow. The Spirit 
helps us become aware of our selfish 
inclinations, impulses, mindsets and 
actions and invites us toward love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, generosity, 
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. 
Through this growing awareness, we 
learn to trust God and live like Jesus.  
It is the daily giving of our whole selves 
to the Spirit that changes us into the 
people we were created to be.

Calling
The Spirit is always calling us into 
relationship with God and with our 
neighbors. We are each uniquely 
designed to make a difference in this 
world. Individually, the Spirit calls 
each of us to align our strengths 
and passions with the needs of the 
world. Collectively, the Spirit calls 
communities to work toward a world 
in which all people and creation can 
thrive. We each have a divine calling, or 
ministry, that can be expressed in our 
daily life. We can live out our calling at 
home, work and in our communities.

Empowering
The Spirit works at all times and in all 
places to bring about God’s purposes of 
justice, love, equity, peace, and joy.  
The Spirit empowers the church to 
carry out God’s mission in the world. 
Spiritual practices such as prayer, 
meditation and worship help empower 
us to join in God’s work in this 
world, give us a chance to experience 
God’s loving presence, and give us 
opportunities for praise, confession, 
joyful singing, awe, wonder and 
gratitude.

the Spirit statement
This statement reflects what we understand and teach about the Spirit and is a 

starting point  for great theological conversations in our congregation.

Conversations (face-to-face and online) where people at Trinity work together  
to shape our congregation’s theological identity.

The Theology Project  
Leadership Team
•	 Siri	Erickson
•	 Dan	Poffenberger
•	 Candee	Moser
•	 TJ	Anderson
•	 	Cory	Jones

the theology project
building our      theology

The Spirit dwells within each person.

The Spirit works in and through communities.

The Spirit is present in and through all of creation.
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We are in a season of contradictions 
– the struggle between  
“enough” and “more.”
On the one hand, Thanksgiving is a celebration of 
the blessings of a bountiful harvest and a time of 
togetherness with people we care about.  
It was first celebrated in the fall of 1621 by the 
Plymouth Colony settlers and their Wampanoag 
neighbors, giving thanks for the harvest and 
survival. After arriving in December 1620, more 
than half of the Pilgrims died of starvation before 
spring. By the next winter, an English-speaking 
Indian named Squanto taught the immigrants 
how to build homes fitting to the climate, when 
to plant maize and how to cook it. The Pilgrim 
Governor William Bradford wrote that Squanto 
was “a special instrument sent by God for [our] 
good beyond [our] expectations.”

— growing in the grace of giving —

H e a rt s
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Grateful

H e a rt s
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Grateful
Hearts

LIVES

Grateful

Stewardship & Me 
2 Corinthians 8:7    
New International Version 
(NIV) 
But since you excel in 
everything—in faith, in 
speech, in knowledge, in 
complete earnestness and in 
the love we have kindled in 
you— see that you also excel 
in this grace of giving. 

I feel like Paul is describing 
our Trinity community in this verse—gifted 
and filled with passion in so many ways. It 
reminds me to thank God daily for all God has 
entrusted to us, and pray to experience the true 
richness of life that only comes from a gracious 
and generous spirit.

The Pilgrims were deeply religious people who had broken 
away from the Church of England to establish an improved 
society in the New World based on the Bible and their spiritual 
values. They began the American tradition of giving thanks to 
God by reading from Leviticus 23 in which God describes a 
period of feasting and offerings to commemorate the Israelites’ 
deliverance from bondage in Egypt and the season’s harvest. 

We are so fortunate to live in a nation that has continued this 
tradition of setting aside a day centered on giving thanks to 
God for the bounty we share. It is one of our most humble and 
inclusive holidays, as a day celebrated by people of all religions, 
cultures and political views. 

On the other hand, Thanksgiving is also the doorway to the 
“Season of More” as the secular version of Christmas has 
become. Even New York’s Thanksgiving Day Parade ends 
with Santa Claus in his sleigh. At midnight after Thanksgiving, 
retail and cyber stores all over the nation open their doors to 
the stampede of consumers eager to buy carts full of things we 
want, far more than we need. 

While the type of goods and methods of shopping have 
changed, the shopping and consuming emphasis is not new. 
Each generation has its examples; the struggle between having 
enough and wanting more has existed since Adam and Eve.

Dear Lord, in this season of contradictions, may we strive daily 
to value all that we have and be Godly stewards of the talents 
with which we have been gifted. May we grow in the grace of 
giving and sharing so that all people may rest each night in the 
contentment of having enough to meet their basic needs.May 
the practice of the Gratitude Door in our homes overshadow the 
Christmas List of Wants. Amen.

Watch	for	more	information	about	a	January	25,	2012	
family	event	with	Dr.	David	Bredehoft	on	“How	Much	
is	Enough?”	(See page 13 for complete details.)

By	Michele	Hermansen
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It’s a big weekend of celebration! 
Please come.
•	 We’ll	bring	our	Pledges																													 

of Gratitude with great joy 
and thanksgiving.

•	 Norma	Swanson	and	
Larry Loyer and friends 
will share their gifts of 
hospitality and 
baking with 
Cookies of 
Gratitude.

•		Look	for	a	very	
special Gift of 
Gratitude for 
each family.

Pledging as a Spiritual Practice CARE
C – connects me to the presence of God.

A – grounds me in awareness of the abundance in my life.

R – I will do regularly and intentionally.

E – gives me energy and reminds me what matters most.

Frequently asked question about pledging:   
How do I know how much to pledge?
Pledging is a spiritual practice of faith, trust and thanksgiving. If 
you have never pledged, just start somewhere. Look at your budget, 
consider your deepest values and choose an appropriate amount 
that reflects what is in your heart and soul. If you already pledge, 
consider an increase. We are all encouraged to grow in the grace of 
giving. Your Annual Giving Pledge sustains our vibrant present. 
Your Capital Appeal Pledge ensures our bright future. Give from 
the gratitude in your heart and the abundance in your life.

If you have questions about how to determine your pledge, please 
contact Julie Jolivette at ext. 108 or jjolivette@trinitylc.org.

For complete information on the “Opening Doors” Capital Appeal, 
please visit Trinity’s website at www.trinitylc.org

Norma Swanson and 
Larry Loyer with  

Cookies of Gratitude

Pledges of gratitude 
celebration
December 3 & 4

We give to Trinity  
in gratitude to God
for our :

-  Rich Past
-  Vibrant Present
-  Bright Future

prayer
God of yesterday, today, 

and tomorrow,
We thank you for 

Trinity, whose doors 
have opened for us, 
whose people have 

welcomed us.
Your love and 

transforming grace have 
reached us through 
worship, community 

and ministry.
Align our hearts with 

our giving.
Align our lives with 

your purpose.
And may our church, its 
building and its people 
always reflect your light 
for the world. Amen.

It’s the heart that gives.  
The fingers just let go.

       –proverb from the Ibo people in 
southeastern Nigeria  



Grateful Hearts! How Can I Help?
Thu., Nov. 17; 9:30-11:30 a.m. – Living Room
Have you ever had someone share a story of 
challenge and wished you knew what services 
were available locally so you could help in 
some way? Enjoy a morning of friendships, 
refreshments and presentations from area 
agencies such as Family Means. Come and 
learn what services are available.  
Contact Colleen Baldrica at 226-5496 or  
colleenbaldrica@gmail.com with questions.

A VICTORIAN CHRISTMAS at the Alexander Ramsey House                                                                                              
Thu., Dec. 8; Cost: $10
Meet in Commons by 9 a.m. to carpool 
10-11 a.m.: TOUR: A marvelous way to start the holiday season with period 
decorations, heirloom ornaments & fresh cookies from a woodburning stove

11 a.m.-Noon - Shop in Carriage House

Noon: LUNCH (on your own at area restaurants) Suggestions: Forepaughs, 
Downtowner, Cossettas, Burger Moes, Patrick McGoverns

Contact Kay Sanders at 439-2082 or Shirley White at 351-0980 or  
rwhite3312@comcast.net with questions.

GLOW in the North Woods
February 2-5, 2012 
Cost: $275
Trip Meeting: Mon., Jan. 23, 
7 p.m. – Living Room
It’s back! Experience the winter 
beauty of northern Minnesota at 
Camp Menogyn. This four-day 
trip is for all women who are 
looking for adventure, fellowship, 
and spiritual awakening. 
Activities include snow shoeing, 
cross-country skiing, dog 
sledding, and reading by the fire. 
Contact Gretchen Poffenberger 
at ggpoffenberger@msn.com with 
questions. Register online at  
www.trinitylc.org. 

G R O u P & T E A M ministries

active women events

RETIRED MEN
retired men’s 

events

Retired Men: Theology Project 
Discussion
Mon., Nov. 21, 9 a.m. - Living Room
In the last two years, round table discussions have been held with  
Pastor Siri Erickson regarding the first three Trinity theology statements  
(Bible, God, and Jesus). All men of the congregation interested in the fourth 
statement (Spirit) are invited to attend this discussion. The statement draft is 
available on the theology project blog on Trinity’s website at www.trinitylc.org.  
You are encouraged to read the blog statement before the session.  
Contact Vic Thalacker at 439-9782 or vpthalacker@yahoo.com with questions.

Presentation on Book of Jonah
Tue., Dec. 13; 9 a.m., Garden Room
The only fact most people remember about the story of Jonah in the Bible is that 
Jonah was swallowed by a huge fish. But at closer examination, the prophet Jonah 
and his confrontation with citizens of Assyria’s capitol reveals all the elements of a 
contemporary religious bigot and terrorist. We would do well to consider how the 
unknown author of Jonah was an angry prophet and what it means for extremism 
in today’s world. Pastor Chuck Claus will be the presenter. Contact Bob O’Neil at 
770-8881 or Irviking@comcast.net with questions.
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Celebrating Hunting   
Tue., Dec. 6, 6-8 p.m.  

Garden Room & Gym

$17.50 – Game Feed! 

Register online at www.trinitylc.org$17.50 GAME
FEED

MVP
Men. Value. Purpose.
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Trinity is proud to welcome Dr. David Bredehoft, 
author of How Much is Enough? 
Everything	You	Need	to	Know	to	Steer	Clear	of	Overindulgence	and	 
Raise Likeable, Responsible, and Respectful Children

Wed., Jan. 25, 6-7:30 p.m.
Mark your calendars now and read the article below to get a taste of what’s to come.

A Recipe for Raising Helpless 
Teenagers
What parent doesn’t want the best for her 
child? What parent doesn’t want to protect 
his child from the same painful struggles 
he had to face as a child? What parent 
doesn’t want to make life easier for her son 
or daughter?

But could this strategy actually backfire? 
Yes. Goodhearted well-meaning parents 
sometimes, unknowingly, raise helpless 
teenagers.

How do we know this? My colleagues and 
I recently conducted a study with college 
students who were overindulged as children, 
mostly college freshman ages 18-19. We 
found some startling things. In particular, 
parents who overindulge, were over-loving 
by giving their children too much attention, 
ones who didn’t require chores or enforce 
rules, raised teenagers who believe that they 
are helpless incapable young adults.

When Parents Overindulge
The more parents overindulged their teens 
as children, the more the teens ascribed to 
the following self-defeating thoughts:
•	 I	am	incapable	of	dealing	with	most	of	

life’s problems.
•	 I	give	up	on	new	things	if	I	am	not	

successful.

When Parents are Over-loving and  
Give Too Much Attention
Teens whose parents were over-loving and 
gave them too much attention when they 
were growing up, also accept as true the 
following dysfunctional beliefs: 
•	 People	will	not	respect	me	if	I	do	not	do	

well all the time.
•	 It	is	a	sign	of	weakness	if	a	person	asks	

for help.
•	 It	is	best	to	give	up	on	your	own	

interests in order to please other people.

When Parents Don’t Require Chores
The more our sample indicated their 
parents did not expect them to do chores 
when they were growing up, the more 
likely they believed in dysfunctional 
thinking: 

•	 There	is	little	point	in	doing	it	at	all	if	
you cannot do something well.

•	 It	probably	indicates	that	he	does	not	
like me if someone disagrees with me.

•	 If	a	person	I	love	doesn’t	love	me	I	am	
nothing.

When Parents Don’t Enforce Rules
Finally, the more our college-age sample 
said parents did not enforce rules when 
they were growing up, the more likely 
they accepted the following self-defeating 
thoughts:
•	 I	soon	give	up	if	I	am	not	initially	

successful when trying to learn 
something new.

•	 I	stop	trying	if	I	can’t	do	a	job	the	first	
time.

•	 I	have	problems	because	I	cannot	get	
down to work when I should.

When parents overindulge they 
unknowingly train their children to 
become helpless, and as a result, these 
overindulged children will have greater 
difficulty in reaching future vocational, 
educational, and monetary goals.

It’s Never Too Late
Don’t give up hope! It is never too late 
to make adjustments in your parenting. 
Difficult, but not too late. Focus on one 
thing at a time and make small changes. 
When you hit resistance, which you will, 
be firm and resolved because, after all, 
you want what is best for your children.

Tips for avoiding overindulgence
•	 Gradually	give	your	teens	freedom	

appropriate for their ages.
•	 Encourage	your	teens	to	solve	their	

own problems.
•	 Teach	your	teens	to	do	chores	and	

expect them to complete them.
•	 Agree	on	a	set	of	rules	and	enforce	

them.
•	 Decide	which	of	your	rules	 

are negotiable and which are  
non-negotiable.

David J. Bredehoft Ph.D.,  
Jean Illsley Clarke Ph.D., 
and Connie Dawson Ph.D., 
are coauthors of How Much 
Is Enough? Everything You 
Need to Know to Steer Clear 
of Overindulgence and Raise 
Likeable, Responsible and 
Respectful Children – From 
Toddlers to Teens. David is chair 
of the Social and Behavioral 
Sciences Department at Concordia 
University – St. Paul and can be 
reached at bredehoft@csp.edu. To 
read more about overindulgence 
go to www.overindulgence.info.
© 2004 by Jean Illsley Clarke,  
Connie Dawson and David Bredehoft. 
Used here with permission of the authors for 
educational use. No other duplication by any 
other means is permitted without the written 
permission of the authors.
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Children’s MiNiSTRiES

14

Our year is in full swing and so far 
it has been great! From taking a field 
trip to the Maplewood Nature Center, 
hosting a Bike-a-Thon, visiting our 
local fire department and just enjoying 
learning, there is never a dull moment 
down in the Children’s Ministries 
wing. We are proud to announce that 
our program has achieved accreditation 
by the National Association for the 
Education of Young Children which 
is a mark of quality represented by the 
NAEYC Accreditation system.   

Looking ahead, we eagerly anticipate 
being part of Trinity’s “Breakfast with 
Angels” on Dec. 3 at 8:30-10:30 a.m. 
Jesus’ birth really is a great reason to 
celebrate. You can register online at 
www.trinitylc.org.      

If you would like more information 
about LADC or to schedule a tour, 
please call Site Director Tammy Junker 
at 208-4203 or contact the main office 
at 762-7884. More information can be 
found at www.ladcfamilies.org.  
We look forward to sharing the joy of 
Jesus with your children!

Breakfast
with Angels

2011Sat., Dec. 3
8:30-10:30 a.m.

Trinity’s Garden Room
$5/person or $15 maximum/family

Crafts provided by our  
Lake Area Discovery Center  
pre-school partners. Have your 
family picture taken and enjoy  
a delicious breakfast!

Volunteers are needed Fri., Dec. 2 to help decorate and make strata for this special event.  
Small groups of all ages are welcome to serve together as angels. Contact Jody Nyenhuis at jnyenhuis@trinitylc.org or ext. 138 to help.

Registration	deadline:	Wed.,	Nov.	23
Last year sold out; everyone must 
register	online	at	www.trinitylc.org	

October Learning
In October, we unpacked the 
wonderful New Testament story of 
The Good Samaritan. We learned the 
greatest commandment is to, Love the 
Lord your God with all your heart, 
with all your soul and with all your 
strength, and with all your mind; and 
your neighbor as yourself, Luke 10:27.  
Ask your child who their neighbor is. 
We are excited to incorporate  
Faith 5 practices in our small groups 
and trust that you are using the tools 
of Share, Read, Talk, Pray and Bless 
at home.

November Learning 
This month we are digging deeper 
into what “LOVE is...” Join us in 
challenging your child to commit  
I Corinthians 13, the great love 
chapter, to memory. Our key verse 
for this month is, Love bears all 
things, believes all things, hopes all 
things, endures all things,  
I Corinthians 13:7. Our theme 
throughout this ministry is to  
Love God, Love Others. Ask your 
child to show you the body language 
of the cross which demonstrates this 
important theme.

Nurturing faith in 
 young families
Sun., Dec. 11, 10:30 a.m. (new date)  
Garden Room
Speaker: Rev. Tim Coltvet, 
Coordinator of Contextual Learning 
and Coaching for the Children, 
Youth, and Family Ministry at 
Luther Seminary, St. Paul, MN
Seeing the “big picture” of faith 
formation and family involvement 
in today’s culture is key to the 
future of the church. If faith matters 
to family life beyond the four 
walls of the church, there’s a good 
chance that faith will matter in the 
long haul for a young person of 
faith! Come learn more about the 
importance of investing in your 
family and its future! Together, we’ll 
explore seven key intersections in 
family life where faith formation 
can take place, including of course, 
the FAITH 5 that Trinity kids have 
been singing about and practicing at 
church every Sunday/Wednesday.  
Come ready to explore! Speaker 
Tim Coltvet is a pastor who loves 
his call to walk alongside seminary 
students as they are learning in 
context. He has served at two 
vibrant ELCA parishes in the 
Twin Cities and enjoys helping 
congregations shape Children, 
Youth, and Family Ministries.
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YoUth  MiNiSTRiES

The River  
in	the	Youth	Center 

7:15-8:15 p.m.

HOLIDAY SCHEDULE 
Nov. 23 – No River 
Dec. 14 – Christmas River –  
      Ugly/Awesome Christmas     
         Sweater Contest! 
Dec. 21 – No River 
Dec. 28 – No River  

Mexico Mission 2012
Thu., Nov. 24, 2 p.m. – Youth Center
Missionary names will be posted in the 
Youth Center.

Sun., Dec. 4, Noon -1:30 p.m. 
Garden Room
This is the first student and adult 
missionary meeting. Students will 
meet their adult small group leader as 
well as the rest of their small group 
members. We will be going over 
all important paper work and trip 
guidelines/expectations. Missionaries 
will also be turning in commitment 
money at this meeting. Please 
don’t miss this meeting! For more 
information contact Cory Jones at  
ext. 144 or cljones@trinitylc.org.

The River is a gathering of 
students in grades 10-12 where 

we explore this thing called “faith 
in God.” At The River we dig deep 
to understand our faith through 

worship, talk about relevant 
life issues and build genuine 

friendships. 

Have questions/need more info? 
Contact: Cory Jones at 439-7400, 

ext. 144 or via email at  
cljones@trinitylc.org.

ON PuRPOSE ministries

TO
uniquely
designed

difference
MAKE A

ON
PURPOSE

Resume & Job Interview Assistance

Gene Ecker has a passion for helping job 
seekers overcome many of the common 
pitfalls all of us face during the job 
search process. He has over 30 years 
of human resource experience with  a 
large international corporation, and has 
encountered many job applicants – some 
successful, some not. He has done extensive 
job search coaching and counseling since his 
retirement, focusing on how to be a winning 
contender for a job.  

Although there are several essentials to 
a successful career transition, Gene feels 
preparing a good resume and getting ready 
for the interview are critical to insure success. 

To make an apppointment with Gene,  
please contact Diane Rollie at ext. 141 or 
drollie@trinitylc.org or or Jody Thone at  
ext. 119 or jthone@trinitylc.org.

Gene Ecker has been contributing his strengths in resume writing and job 
interview coaching for Trinity’s On Purpose Ministries since March of 2011.  
We recently asked the 20+ people that have worked with Gene for some 
feedback…here are some highlights:

Ask Gene!

1. What was the most useful 
take-away from your time 
spent with Gene?

•	 “He	had	some	useful	ideas	
that I incorporated in my 
resume that helped me 
think differently about my 
experience and what I bring 
to the table.”

•	 “Gene	was	great.	Not	only	
did he provide resume 
rewriting tips, but also was 
very positive, which just 
made me feel better about my 
resume and my search.”

2. As a result of your consultation 
with Gene, what might you 
do differently in an interview 
situation? Or how might you  
re-craft your resume?

•	 “Gene	taught	me	more	about	the	
process on the hiring end, and 
put aside my anxiety of what 
will be checked or not. Having 
left the workforce 18 years ago, I 
was concerned that nothing was 
“prove-able” and didn’t want 
folks to think I was stretching 
truths/accomplishments. I’m 
much calmer about that.”

•	 “Gene	gave	me	some	confidence-
building in the way I presented 
myself to him during our meeting 
(which I treated as an interview 
of sorts) so that I felt comfortable 
presenting my employment 
history and professional 
experience to a stranger.”
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worship opportunities

•	Wednesdays, 7 p.m.: The River (Gr. 9-12 youth worship)
• Saturdays, 5 p.m.: Evening Worship, Communion
• Sundays, 9 a.m.: Traditional Worship
•	 Sundays, 10 :30 a.m.: The WALK Contemporary Worship
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Baptized:
•	 Alexandra Grace Utin,  

daughter of Sergey & Michelle Utin
•	 Trevor Mark Larson, son of  

Ryan & Andrea Larson
•	 Maverik Landon Rousu, son of  

Chad & Carla Rousu

Altar Flowers
•	 Oct. 15 & 16 - In honor of Ken & 

SuzAnne Olson’s 45th wedding  
anniversary, given by Susan, Damien, 
Maddie and Lily

•	 Nov.	5	&	6:	In	loving	memory	of	
Wayne Smith, husband of Carol and 
father of Karen Gieseke

Sympathy to
•	 Paul Holmes, whose father,  

Arthur Holmes, passed away Oct. 8 trinity transportation

worship attendance

Oct. 29 & 30
5 p.m. ...............77 
9 a.m. .............334
10:30 a.m. ......273

Oct. 15 & 16
5 p.m. ...............97 
9 a.m. .............336
10:30 a.m. ......311

Oct. 22 & 23
5 p.m. ...............88 
9 a.m. .............225
10:30 a.m. ......221

Nov. 5 & 6
5 p.m. .............104 
9 a.m. .............366
10:30 a.m. ......318

calendar
Fri., November 11
 7 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Library
 10 a.m. Al-Anon Mtg: Rm 108B
 7:30 p.m. St. Croix Concert Series: Worship Ctr

 Sat., November 12
 8 a.m. AA Mtg: Living Library 
 8 a.m. Al-Anon Mtg: Luther Hall
 9 a.m. ROCK B-ball (Gr3-4): Gym
 5 p.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION
 6 p.m. Food for Thought Dinner: Off-site

 Sun., November 13
 9 a.m. WORSHIP, COMMUNION, NURSERY
 9 a.m. Sunday Learning (3 yrs-Gr6): Lower Lvl
 9 a.m. Faith Under Construction: Living Rm
 10:30 a.m. Hope & Healing in Grief: Living Rm
 10:30 a.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION, NURSERY
 10:30 a.m. Enneagram-Integration: Rm 108B

 Mon., November 14
 7:30 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Library
 9:15 a.m. Our Families First: Room 106
 12:30 p.m. Rebekah Circle Mtg: Library
 6:30 p.m.  Tai Chi: Gym

Tue., November 15
 7:30 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Library
 8:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study: Room 108B
 9 a.m. Little Tots/Polka Dots: Gym
 9 a.m. Women’s Book Group: The Bikery
 1:15 p.m. Prayer Group: Narthex
 6 p.m. AA Mtg: Living Library
 6 p.m. ROCK B-ball (Gr3-4): Gym
 7 p.m. Walk Rehearsal: Worship Ctr 

Wed., November 16 
 7 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Library
 9:15 a.m. Hearts of the Home Moms
 9:30 a.m. Bible Study: Garden Rm
 4:45 p.m. All Children’s Choirs (K-Gr6)
 5:15 p.m. Family Pizza Hour: Gym
 6 p.m. Jubilate Bells (Adult): Chapel
 6 p.m. Conf. Leaders (Gr7-8): Narthex
 6 p.m. Wed. Learning (3yrs-Gr6): Lower Lvl
 6 p.m. Theology Project-Spirit: Library
 6:30 p.m. Confirmation (Gr7-8)
 6:45 p.m. Conf. Leaders (Gr9): Rm 108B
 7 p.m. Trinity Choir Rehearsal: Choir Rm
 7:15 p.m.  the River Worship (Gr9-12): Youth Room
 7:15 p.m. Confirmation (Gr9): Croix Center

Thu., November 17
 7 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Library
 7:30 a.m. Spirtual Practice: Narthex
 9 a.m. Little Tots/Polka Dots: Rm 106
 9:30 a.m. AWE-Grateful Hearts: Living Rm
 10 a.m. Knitting Ministry: Rm 108B
 Noon Hilltoppers: Garden Rm
 6 p.m. ROCK B-ball (Gr3-4): Gym
 7:30 p.m. St. Paul Chamber Concert: Worship Ctr

 Fri., November 18
 7 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Library
 9:30 a.m. Linden Sr. Communion
 10 a.m. Al-Anon Mtg: Rm 108B
 10:30 a.m. Boutwells Sr. Communion
 1:15 p.m. Rivertown Commons Sr. Comm.

Trinity’s Christmas Garden & Local Benevolences Gift Opportunities
Form and payment must be turned in by Sun., Dec. 11, 2011.

In the spirit of honoring/memorializing loved ones this Christmas, we welcome donations toward a Christmas 
Garden. However, we would love to have the majority of the memorials/honors directed toward Local Benevolences 
such as the St. Croix Chaplaincy, Valley Outreach/Food Shelf, etc. this year. Donor names will be printed in the 
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day bulletins. Please fill out the form below and either bring it to the Church Office, 
mail it, or place it in the offering plate.  

r  Local Benevolences (St. Croix Chaplaincy, Valley Outreach/Food Shelf, etc.)   $ ____________

r  Christmas Garden (suggested donation $15)   $ ___________

In memory of _________________________  In honor of ________________________

Given by ___________________________________________________________

Phone #  (_______)________________________  Total amount enclosed $ ____________

Sunday van schedule
Trinity’s van is available for the Sunday,  
10 a.m. worship service at Trinity. A 
van ride is available for members or 
non-members lacking other means of 
transportation. Please call the Church 
Office at 439-7400 between 9 a.m. 
Wednesday and 4 p.m. Thursday to 
reserve your seat each week. 
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 6 p.m. Wed. Learning (3yrs-Gr6): Lower Lvl
 6 p.m. Conf. Leaders (Gr7-8): Narthex
 6:30 p.m. Confirmation (Gr7-8)
 6:45 p.m. Conf. Leaders (Gr9): Rm 108B
 7 p.m. Trinity Choir Rehearsal: Choir Rm
 7:15 p.m.  the River Worship (Gr9-12): Youth Room
 7:15 p.m. Confirmation (Gr9)

Thu., December 1
 7 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Library 
 7:30 a.m. Spirtual Practice: Narthex
 9 a.m. Little Tots/Polka Dots: Nursery
 10 a.m. TEDx-Stillwater Women: Garden Rm
 2 p.m. Healing Touch Group: Narthex

 Fri., December 2
 7 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Library
 10 a.m. Al-Anon: Room 108B

Sat., December 3
 8 a.m. AA Mtg: Living Library
 8 a.m. Al-Anon: Luther Hall
 8:30 a.m. Breakfast with Angels: Gym
 2 p.m. Croix Chordsmen/Sweet Adelines Concert
 5 p.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION

Sun., December 4 –	Second	Sunday	in	Advent
  Advent PAUSE Week   
 9 a.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION, NURSERY 
 9 a.m. Sunday Learning (3 yrs-Gr6): Lower Lvl
 9 a.m. Couples Groups: Rm 108A/B, Libr Conf. Rm
 10:30 a.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION, NURSERY 
 Noon Mexico Mission mtg: Garden Rm

 Mon., December 5
 7:30 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Library
 9:15 a.m. Our Families First: Room 106
 2 p.m. Commodity Distribution: Croix Ctr
 6 p.m. ROCK B-ball (GrK-2): Gym
 6:30 p.m.  Tai Chi: Garden Room

 Tue., December 6
 7:30 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Library
 8:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study: Living Rm
 9 a.m. Women’s Book Group: Supreme Bean
 9 a.m. Little Tots/Polka Dots: Nursery
 9:30 a.m. Personal Theology-Bible: Garden Rm
 1 p.m. Martha Circle Mtg: Living Rm
 1:15 p.m. Prayer Group: Narthex
 6 p.m. AA Mtg: Living Library 
 6 p.m. MVP-Celebrating Hunting: Garden Rm
 6 p.m. R.O.C.K. Basketball (Gr. 3-4): Gym
 6:30 p.m. Personal Theology-Bible: Living Rm
 7 p.m. Walk Rehearsal: Worship Ctr 

 Wed., December 7   
 7 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Library
 9:15 a.m. Hearts of the Home Moms
 9:30 a.m. Bible Study-Acts: Garden Rm
 11 a.m. Sr. Communion/Lunch: Worship Ctr
 4:45 p.m. All Children’s Choirs (K-Gr6)
 5:15 p.m. Family Pizza Hour: Gym
 6 p.m. Jubilate Bells (Adult): Chapel
 6 p.m. Wed. Learning (3yrs-Gr6): Lower Lvl
 6 p.m. Conf. Leaders (Gr7-8): Narthex
 6:30 p.m. Confirmation (Gr7-8)
 6:45 p.m. Conf. Leaders (Gr9): Rm 108B
 7 p.m. Trinity Choir Rehearsal: Choir Rm
 7:15 p.m.  the River Worship (Gr9-12): Youth Center
 7:15 p.m. Confirmation (Gr9): Croix Center
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Thu., December 8
 7 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Library 
 7:30 a.m. Spirtual Practice: Narthex
 9 a.m. AWE-Alexander Ramsey House: Off-site
 9 a.m. Little Tots/Polka Dots: Nursery
 6 p.m. ROCK B-ball (Gr3-4): Gym
 7:30 p.m. St. Paul Chamber Concert: Worship Ctr

Fri., December 9
 7 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Library
 10 a.m. Al-Anon meeting: Room 108B

Sat., December 10
 8 a.m. AA Mtg: Living Library
 8 a.m. Al-Anon: Luther Hall
 5 p.m.  Blue Christmas WORSHIP, COMMUNION
 7:30 p.m. VocalEssence Concert: Worship Ctr

Sun., December 11 -	Third	Sunday	in	Advent	
 9 a.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION, NURSERY 
 9 a.m. Sunday Learning (3 yrs-Gr6): Lower Lvl
 10:30 a.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION, NURSERY 

 Mon., December 12
 7:30 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Library
 9:15 a.m. Our Families First: Room 106
 12:30 p.m. Rebekah Circle Mtg: Library
 6 p.m. ROCK B-ball (GrK-2): Gym
 6:30 p.m.  Tai Chi: Garden Room

 Tue., December 13
 7:30 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Library
 8:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study: Room 108B
 9 a.m. Little Tots/Polka Dots: Nursery
 9 a.m. Retired Men-Book of Jonah: Garden Rm 
 9 a.m. Croixdale Sr. Communion
 9 a.m. Women’s Book Group: The Bikery
 9:30 a.m. Personal Theology-Bible: Living Room
 9:45 a.m. Good Samaritan Sr. Communion
 10:15 a.m. Greeley Sr. Communion
 1:15 p.m. Prayer Group: Narthex
 6 p.m. AA Mtg: Living Library 
 6 p.m. R.O.C.K. Basketball (Gr. 3-4): Gym
 6:30 p.m. Personal Theology-Bible: Living Rm
 7 p.m. Walk Rehearsal: Worship Ctr 

 Wed., December 14   
 6:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study: Office Conf. Rm
 7 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Library
 9:30 a.m. Bible Study-Acts: Garden Rm
 4:45 p.m. All Children’s Choirs (K-Gr6)
 5:15 p.m. Family Pizza Hour: Gym
 6 p.m. Couples Group: Library Conf. Rm
 6 p.m. Jubilate Bells (Adult): Chapel
 6 p.m. Wed. Learning (3yrs-Gr6): Lower Lvl
 6 p.m. Conf. Leaders (Gr7-8): Narthex
 6:30 p.m. Confirmation (Gr7-8)
 6:45 p.m. Conf. Leaders (Gr9): Rm 108B
 7 p.m. Trinity Choir Rehearsal: Choir Rm
 7:15 p.m.  the River ChristmasWorship (Gr9-12):  
  Youth Center
 7:15 p.m. Confirmation (Gr9): Croix Center

Thu., December 15
 7 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Library 
 7:30 a.m. Spirtual Practice: Narthex
 9 a.m. Little Tots/Polka Dots: Nursery
 6 p.m. ROCK B-ball (Gr3-4): Gym

Fri., December 16
 7 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Library
 9:30 a.m. Linden Sr. Communion
 10 a.m. Al-Anon meeting: Room 108B
 10:30 a.m. Boutwells Sr. Communion
 1:15 p.m. Rivertown Commons Sr. Communion

november	11-december16
 Sat., November 19
 8 a.m. AA Mtg: Living Library 
 8 a.m. Al-Anon: Luther Hall
 9 a.m. ROCK B-ball (Gr3-4): Gym
 5 p.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION

Sun., November 20 
 9 a.m. WORSHIP, COMMUNION, NURSERY
 9 a.m. Couples Groups: Rm 108A/B, Libr Conf. Rm
 9 a.m. Sunday Learning (3 yrs-Gr6): Lower Lvl
 10:30 a.m. Enneagram-Growth: Living Rm
 10:30 a.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION, NURSERY
 10:30 a.m. Nurturing Faith in Families: Garden Rm
 4 p.m. Metropolitan Orchestra: Worship Ctr

 Mon., November 21
 7:30 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Library
 9 a.m. Retired Men’s Conversation: Living Room
 9:15 a.m. Our Families First: Nursery, Living Rm
 4 p.m. Congreg. Council Mtg: Office Conf. Rm
 6:30 p.m.  Tai Chi: Gym

 Tue., November 22
 7:30 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Library
 9 a.m. Women’s Book Group: The Bikery
 1:15 p.m. Prayer Group: Narthex
 6 p.m. AA Mtg: Living Library
 6:30 p.m. ROCK B-ball (Gr3-4): Gym
 7 p.m. Walk Rehearsal: Worship Ctr 

Wed., November 23 -	No	Children/Youth	Programs
 6:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study: Office Conf. Rm
 7 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Library
 9:30 a.m. Bible Study-Acts: Garden Rm
 Noon WORSHIP, COMMUNION, pie following
 7 p.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION, pie following

Thu., November 24 -	Building/Office	Closed 
 7 a.m. AA Mtg: Living Library

Fri., November 25 -	Building/Office	Closed 
 7 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Library
 10 a.m. Al-Anon Mtg: Off-site

Sat., November 26  
 8 a.m. AA Mtg: Living Library
 8 a.m. Al-Anon: Luther Hall
 5 p.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION

Sun., November 27 -	No	Sunday	Learning
	 	 	 First	Sunday	in	Advent
 9 a.m. WORSHIP, COMMUNION, NURSERY
 10:30 a.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION, NURSERY

 Mon., November 28 
 7:30 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Library
 9:15 a.m. Our Families First: Room 106
 6:30 p.m.  Tai Chi: Gym

 Tue., November 29
 7:30 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Library
 8:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study: Room 108B
 9 a.m. Little Tots/Polka Dots: Nursery
 9 a.m. Women’s Book Group: The Bikery
 9:30 a.m. Personal Theology-Bible: Living Rm
 1:15 p.m. Prayer Group: Narthex
 6 p.m. AA Mtg: Living Library 
 6:30 p.m. Personal Theology-Bible: Living Rm
 7 p.m. Walk Rehearsal: Worship Ctr 

 Wed., November 30
 7 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Library
 9:15 a.m. Hearts of the Home Moms
 9:30 a.m. Bible Study: Garden Rm
 4:45 p.m. All Children’s Choirs (K-Gr6)
 5:15 p.m. Family Pizza Hour: Gym
 6 p.m. Jubilate Bells (Adult): Chapel
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St. Paul Chamber Orchestra – Bach’s	Brandenburg	Concertos
Thu., Nov. 17, 7:30 p.m.
The individual and collective talents of the SPCO musicians will be on display 
in this musician-led program featuring five of Bach’s magnificent Brandenburg 
Concertos. These cornerstones of the Baroque literature have been cherished 
by music lovers for generations for their profound inventiveness and dazzling 
instrumental virtuosity. Please note: This special performances is not part of a 
regular subscription series. Tickets are only $10 or $25 per concert. Order your 
tickets today – they are sure to sell out! Visit www.theSPCO.org for tickets.

2011-2012
Trinity 
Concert 
Series

Metropolitan 
Symphony Orchestra 
–	Music	of	Youth	&	
Experience
Sun., Nov. 20, 4 p.m.
William Schrickel, Music 
Director & Conductor; 
Teresa Richardson, cello

Two works by Elgar, including his last important composition, the 
poignant and autumnal Cello Concerto, provide a striking contrast 
to Bizet’s vivacious Symphony in C, penned when the composer was 
only seventeen-years-old. Concert is free; donations are requested. 


