September 1, 2011
Dear Rice Lake Hockey Families,

Welcome to another great season of Rice Lake Hockey.  Enclosed you will find information relative to a number of topics.  Please review all information carefully so you do not miss anything.  In this mailing, you should receive the following information.

ONLINE REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED THIS YEAR – PLEASE GO TO 

RICELAKEHOCKEY.COM AND FOLLOW REGISTRATION INSTRUCTIONS
· Wreath Sales Information

· Previous years’ sales info.

· Order forms

· Instruction page

· Included in the body of this letter, information pertaining to:

· Online Registration 

· Rice Lake Hockey Association Golf Tournament Fund Raiser

· September 11th at LynnDale’s Golf Club

· Registration dates – September 13th and 14th 
· 3-on-3 League dates and times – Please see website 
· Tryout schedule – Please see website    
· Equipment distribution dates for Mite and LTPH players

· Open skating – Starts October 7th    
If something is missing, please contact Mark Johnson, Jr. at 715-234-6492 at home or 234-9171 at work. 
Online Registration
 Online registration is now required by USA Hockey.  To register players and coaches go to www.ricelakehockey.com and follow the instructions under the registration tab.  USA Hockey will only accept credit card payments.  Once you’ve registered with USA Hockey, continue the process by registering with RLHA.  You still must attend one of the registration nights to pay your RLHA fees and work hours deposit.  We will have laptops available at the registration sessions if necessary. 
Registration sessions will be held September 13th and 14th from 6:00 to 8:00.  Please bring all of your registration information along with payment for registration, leagues and work hours deposit with you to expedite the registration process.

Golf Fundraiser
The RLHA is hosting a Fundraiser Golf Tournament at LynnDales’s Golf Club on Sunday, September 11th.  Golfers and volunteers are needed.  Please contact Jen Randall at 790-2823 to volunteer or contact LynnDale’s directly at 234-5966 to register a team.  Your support is greatly appreciated.

New Equipment Purchasing
In order to be consistent, we ask that when purchasing new equipment, parents do their best to buy colors consistent with our association colors.  When possible, buy white or royal blue helmets and breezers and gloves with primarily royal blue, white or gold on them. 

Preseason 3-on-3 Hockey League
A fun preseason 3-on-3 league will be held for all levels during October – please check the website for times.  Players will skate with kids in their age groups for two games per night and be randomly split into teams prior to the start of each game.  Games will be half or cross-ice, supervised, no checking – with the focus on skating and passing.  We encourage everyone mites to bantams and girls U19 to participate.  Cost for the league will be $50 per player.  This is a great time to get warmed up and back on your skates prior to tryouts.  Please sign up by bringing your money to the rink during registration on September 13th and 14th between 6:00 and 8:00 PM, or by calling Jon Gargulak at 715-790-0330.  You may pay the first night of league, but please call to confirm your place – we will limit group size on a first come first served basis. 
Wreath Sales Information

Enclosed is your Wreath Sales information from last year showing what items your customers purchased last year.  Please do your best to sell as many items as possible.  This fundraiser has been very successful for our association because of your hard work. Let’s make it another successful year. Please bring the order forms and money to the hockey arena on Wednesday, October 19th or Thursday, October 20th from 5:30-7:00 p.m.  Someone will be available to collect them. Thank you for all your efforts. 

Equipment Distribution for Mite level and Learn to Play skaters will take place at the arena on Wednesday, October 5th and Thursday, October 6th between 6:00 and 8:00 p.m.  Learn to Play Hockey and Mite practices will start the week of November 7th.
Our first Open Skating will take place on Friday, October 7th from 7:00-9:00 p.m.  Cost is $2.00. 

All prospective coaches must be certified by USA Hockey to the proper level.  Certification can be completed by attending the appropriate coaching education program clinic put on by WAHA/USA Hockey.  To see dates and register, go to www.wahahockey.com . 

Anyone who will be trying out for the Warriors must still register with USA Hockey and on-line with the RLHA.  Because the WIAA season does not officially start until November 7th, you must be covered under USA Hockey and WAHA insurance until then.  We cannot allow players to skate until they are covered by this insurance.  This includes captain’s ice.
MEMBERS OF THE RICE LAKE HOCKEY ASSOCIATION

We are an organization built and run on the strength of our volunteers and the commitment of our parents and players.  We greatly appreciate the many hours of time and energy that our members put in to make our rink run smoothly.  We could not do this without your efforts.

Over the last few years we have made many improvements to our rink and we hope to continue to make many more.  This year WAHA has rewarded us by selecting the Rice Lake Hockey Association to host the WI State Class 2A Bantam tournament (March 3-4) for the 2011-2012 hockey season.  This is the same tournament that our Bantams won last year!  

Our association is committed to providing an exceptional hockey program while making sure our registration fees remain as affordable as possible.  We have found that other local associations charge considerably more for their registration costs.  As the costs of running our arena continue to increase, the board has come to the realization that in order to control our fees we need to do a better job of enforcing our volunteer and fundraising requirements.  Volunteer participation is critical in our effort to keep registration fees as affordable as possible.

*****With this in mind we are making some minor changes to our volunteer hours and wreath sales requirements for the coming season.*****

VOLUNTEER HOURS - Required volunteer hours will be 5 hours for Learn to Play/Skate, 10 hours for Mites, and 30 hours for all other levels.  There will be a family maximum requirement of 40 volunteer hours.  We are grateful for the many families that go above and beyond their requirements! 

At registration you will be required to submit a post dated check written for the amount of total volunteer hours due for the season.  If your hours have been fulfilled at the conclusion of the season we will return your check.  Hours not completed will be owed back to the association at $10 an hour and you will be required to present a check for the remaining hours before your original check will be returned to you.   The deadline for completion of volunteer hours or writing a check for the shortage is April 15 following each season.  After this date your preseason check will be cashed in full and kept by the association. 

There will be job postings at the rink that need to be done on a regular basis and several scheduled volunteer nights before and after the season.  Your volunteer hours will be tracked throughout the season and there should be ample opportunity during the season to complete your volunteer requirements.

We would rather use your time at the rink than cash your check!!!!

WREATH SALES - This is the primary fundraiser for our association.  Learn to Play Hockey and Learn to Skate participants are not required to sell wreathes but are encouraged to do so if they wish.  All other players are required to sell 15 items for one skater and an additional 5 items for each additional skater per family with a family maximum of 25.  REMEMBER YOU CAN ALWAYS SELL MORE!!!  The buyout option is $150 for one skater and an additional $50 for each additional skater per family with a family maximum or $250.

This year we will also require you to write out a fully refundable check for your wreath sales requirements.  If your sales requirements are fulfilled we will return your check.  Sales shortages will be owed back to the association at $10/ unit short and you will be required to present a check for the shortage before your original check will be returned to you.  If you choose not to submit a check for the difference, your buyout check will be cashed in full and kept by the association on 02/15/2012.

You will find your wreath sales information from last year enclosed in this packet.

Details of these program requirements will also be on our web-site. (www.ricelakehockey.com)

The registration fees for the coming season are as follows:
LTPH - $30

Mites - $100

Squirts - $230

Pee Wee - $250

Bantam - $300

U19 - $220

Any outstanding fees will need to be taken care of before registration each season.

