Thursday, September 08, 2011
Dear ACYHA Peewee Families,
Welcome to the 2011-2012 Peewee Season.  My name is Derek Olson and I am the newly named ACYHA Peewee A coach.  I have been involved in ACYHA for the past 10 years as a parent, coach, and administrator.    I am pleased to be nominated by the ACYHA Coaches’ Selection Committee and humbled by my unanimous approval by the ACYHA Board to be your son/daughters lead coach this year.  It is a little late in the game, but I am confident we have a great group of coaches and administrators to make this a great year.   Jon Piazza will be the Peewee Coordinator and be the one directly communicating with the families. 
As most of you know, our season begins this Sunday September 11 with Peewee Camp.  The ACYHA Peewee Camp is our pre-season warm up for our hockey players and was designed with the intent to provide each player the opportunity to develop and refine their individual skills before evaluations.  The camp format will be the same as we have had in years past.  Each player will be assigned to a color pod and a specific ice time for that color pod. We will have a number of parent coaches, non parent coaches, and skill instructors on ice.  It is important that all players attend their assigned session only.   Many of our hockey players do play Fall sports (which we encourage), don’t worry if you need to miss hockey.  Enjoy your Fall sport!!!  If any player is going to miss, or has a scheduling conflict, please let Jon or me know, via email.  
The ACYHA Hockey Development Committee is moving forward with a plan for (4) teams at Peewees this year, A, B1, B2, and C.  Players will be assigned to these teams after the evaluations.   Evaluations will start on September 30th and conclude on October 6th.  The HDC will be running a Peewee Tryout meeting on Wednesday September 28th at 6 and 7:30pm. More details on the format and process of team selection will come in that meeting.  
Something new for this year has been in the works for a while.  It is a dedicated Skills Night during the season.  On certain Wednesdays during the season, our ACYHA Peewee teams will be assigned to a 45 minute skills sessions led by Rick Beckfeld.  These are new and will be in addition to the assigned ice times all of our teams will have.  The HDC is committed to providing a quality program for all of our kids and this was agreed by all as an important part of hockey development.
All the information for the year will be posted on the ACYHA Peewee Camp Page and Calendar.  This can be found here:  http://www.armstrongcooperhockey.org/page/show/43462-peewee-camp-and-evaluations
I look forward to working with each of you and your children this year.  As always, if you need anything, please do not hesitate to call or email.   

Regards,
Derek Olson

ACYHA Peewee A Coach

dolson84@hotmail.com

612-281-8550
