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The traveling softball season begins in the fall with tryouts.  Tryouts will usually be held in August.  Teams will be formed as quickly as possible following tryouts.  Once you accept a position on a team a refund will not be given.
The commitment level of the traveling program is more demanding than the in-house program.  Once games start most of the age levels will be playing and/or practicing softball Monday-Thursday evenings with tournaments on many of the weekends from the middle of May through the middle of July.  The girls are expected to be committed to their team.  Please communicate with your daughter’s coach if she needs to miss practices or games for any reason.
Each girl playing traveling softball will need to wear the current uniform.  All girls needing uniforms will be able to place their order with the traveling coordinator or director in March.  Each family will be contacted to place the order.   The director will issue numbers for each girl using her birth year as a determination for an even or odd number.  Once a number is issued to a girl, she will keep that number for her WAA softball career. 

All girls playing traveling softball will need to have a helmet, glove, cleats, sliding shorts and a sliding pad.  Helmets, sliding shorts and sliding pads will be available for purchase at uniform distribution or they may be purchased at a retail store.

Practices for 10U, 12U & 14U teams will begin in April after the city of Woodbury opens the fields.  Practices for all age levels will be twice a week.  
10U softball teams start playing their games the first week of May with doubleheaders on Thursday evenings and practices on Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday (2 of the 3 open days).  Beginning the first week in June, 10U teams play doubleheader games on Tuesday and Thursday evenings until the end of June with practices on Monday and Wednesday evenings.  10U teams will be able to participate in 3 weekend tournaments, the state qualifier, the state tournament and possibly a national tournament.  The 10U softball season goes from April until the end of July.  

12U softball teams start playing their games the first week of May with double headers on Monday and Wednesday evenings until the end of June and practices on Tuesday and Thursdays.  12U teams will be able to participate in 4 weekend tournaments, the state qualifier, the state tournament and possibly a national tournament.  The 12U softball season goes from April until the end of July.
14U softball teams start playing their games the last week of May with double headers on Tuesday and Thursday evenings until the beginning of July and practices on Monday and Wednesday.  14U teams play in 4 weekend tournaments, the state qualifier, the state tournament and possibly a national tournament.

The 10U and 12U teams participate in the Woodbury Wildpitch tournament.  This tournament is held on the second weekend in May (Mother’s Day weekend).  Since the Wildpitch tournament is the only tournament WAA softball holds each family is expected to work 3-6 hours during the tournament.  Pictures for all traveling team also take place on the Saturday of Wildpitch weekend.  

If a team qualifies or chooses to go to a National tournament there will be an additional cost to each team member.  The cost will include the price of the national tournament entry fee, the gate fee, pins and a gift given to the opposing team during the first national game.

During the softball season many questions and concerns may come up, you are strongly encouraged to communicate with your coach regarding those issues.  If a situation arises that cannot be resolved by speaking with the coach please contact the traveling coordinator or the softball director. Compliments are encouraged!
The goal of WAA softball is to give all girls in Woodbury a place to play softball and have a positive experience.  
If you have any questions about softball that weren’t answered please contact Jill Miller at millerjg5@comcast.net or Chris Bustos at bustosc0217@gmail.com. 

Thank you for choosing WAA softball!
Tryout Information Form
**This form will only be viewed by the WAA Softball Director and Tryout Coordinator**

Player Name:___________________________________________________________

Age Level:_______________

If you would like to “play down” to a lower team than the one you make, please list your reasons (playing time at a favorite position, playing with a particular friend, or playing for a particular coach, etc).  WAA Softball tries to accommodate requests, but cannot guarantee that all requests will be honored:  ______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Please list any conflicts that prevent you from attending games or practices during the season (other sports/activities, religious classes, vacations, etc). WAA Softball reserves the right to NOT place players on the top team if there are too many conflicts:  _______
______________________________________________________________________

Other information we may need to know:_____________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
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	2012 Traveling Player/Parent Contract


PURPOSE:  to outline general expectations, policies, rules and regulations of the WAA traveling softball program.

I. As, parent and player, we acknowledge that the Woodbury Athletic Association (WAA) policy regarding traveling teams does not require equal playing time.  Fair and reasonable playing time is encouraged.

II. Because of the higher competitive nature of traveling teams, players are required to make a full commitment to attending practices, games and tournaments. This commitment includes doubleheader games twice weekly, practices twice weekly and 4 to 7 or more weekend tournaments per season.  Absence for any reason may result in player benching.  As a parent, I agree to schedule my child’s and family’s other activities around the softball schedule.

III. Any conduct detrimental to the team or individuals on the team and/or any violation of Minnesota State High School League rules (such as smoking, drinking, fighting, etc.) will present the coach no option but to enforce the disciplinary actions available to him/her.  These disciplinary actions can include benching, ineligibility for games, or even removal from the team.  It is agreed that under the established guidelines, what the coach deems appropriate will be accepted by both the player and parent.

IV. Tryouts will be conducted based on the WAA Softball program’s established evaluation criteria.  Participants agree in advance to abide by the results.

V. Any equipment issued to the player by the WAA Softball program is required to be returned in full and in good condition.  Participants agree that they will be responsible to replace, at their cost, any equipment that is not returned or is damaged.

VI. As players and parents, we will accept constructive criticism from coaches in a positive way and demonstrate a positive attitude while respecting teammates, coaches, opponents, game officials and spectators.

VII. As players and parents, we will show respect for game officials and their decisions.  The officials of any contest are impartial arbitrators who are trained and who perform to the best of their ability.  Mistakes by all those involved in the contest are a part of the game.  As player and parent we agree not to rationalize poor or unsuccessful performance or behavior by placing responsibility on an official.  As player and parent we will take total responsibility for our own behavior.  We will apply the rule of good sportsmanship and accept, respect and abide by the decisions made by the officials at all times.  We commit to making good sportsmanship a top priority and model winning with class and tolerating defeat with dignity.

VIII. As a player I understand and accept my role on the team as a player/competitor, not a coach.  As a parent I understand and respect the differences between parental roles and coaching roles and agree to uphold the authority of officials and coaches who are working with my child and will assist them when possible and use good judgment if I disagree with them.  I will inform the coaches of issues and conflicts as soon as they arise.

IX. As a player I agree to apply the concepts, drills and skills I am taught and give 100% in practice and games.  I will never just “go through the motions.”

X. As a parent I agree to get involved in my child’s softball education.  I will help my child practice outside of scheduled team practice times. I will assist the coach in any way I can with practices, games, tournaments and travel.

XI. As a parent I will focus on performance which can be controlled by the athlete and not on winning or losing, an outcome which is frequently outside the athlete's control.  I will positively reinforce improved skills, decrease the pressure to win and avoid making the outcome of the game bigger than life so my child's self-esteem does not become tied to winning or losing.  I will make sure my child knows that win or lose; I love her even if I am disappointed with her performance.

XII. I agree to notify the coach, the WAA Softball Director or the WAA President immediately when I am aware that a serious athletic problem exists within the WAA Softball program.

XIII. As a player I understand that I represent Woodbury, my team, and my coaches.  I will enhance our reputation and character with my conduct on and off the field.  I will respect and protect the equipment and facilities I practice and play games with whether in Woodbury or outside of Woodbury.  I will report any damage that occurs.  As a parent I will help monitor the areas adjacent to where my child’s team practices and plays games in order to prevent any damage caused by horseplay or unsupervised activity by WAA Softball players.

XIV. As a parent and supporter of the WAA program, I agree to participate in the annual WAA Wildpitch Tournament held in May of each year on Mother’s Day weekend.  I understand that I will be required to volunteer up to 10 hours of my time to ensure the success of this program fundraiser.  If I am unable to honor my commitment or find an approved replacement, I agree to pay $200 to WAA Softball.

I, as a player, understand and accept these conditions for playing traveling WAA Softball.

Player’s Signature
Date

I, as a parent, understand and accept these conditions for my child playing traveling WAA Softball.

Parent’s Signature
Date
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	2012 Traveling Player Information Sheet


Name:  _________________________________   Age Bracket (ie.14U):  ___________

Address:  _______________________  City:  __________________  Zip:  __________

Grade:_____________    School:  __________________________________________  

Birthdate:  ________________________________

Parents/Guardian Names: ________________________________________________

Home Phone:  _________________________________________________________   

Cell Phone(s):  _________________________________________________________

Email Address(es):  _____________________________________________________

Emergency Contact & Phone Number(s):  ____________________________________

Allergies:______________________________________________________________

Other Sports or Activities during the softball season:____________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Other Information the coach may need to know (ie: vacations or trips planned during the 

season) :​​​​​​​​​​​​______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

THANK YOU!
2012 WAA Traveling Softball Information








