West Madison Polarcaps 
Red-White-Blue FAQ Sheet
1.  What is the RWB program?
The RWB program is essentially the new style of hockey for kids eight and under.  Developed and recommended by  USA Hockey, the RWB program improves player development by putting kids on a smaller sheet of ice, coaching to age-specific windows of training, and reducing travel and ice costs.  The program emphasizes fun and skill development over rules and match-play. 

2. What will the RWB program look like?
Skaters in the RWB program will practice twice one week, then three times the next week.  They will skate one game per week on Sundays.  Games will be played on a half-sheet of ice with goalies.  The RWB program will be divided by skill level.  Red teams will be the more advanced skill players, white will be compromised of the middle skill level, and Blue will be the lower skilled players.  This system allows for competitive play across leagues and will allow like-skilled players to play against one another. Score will be kept in all games.  After Christmas kids will be exposed to a limited number of full-sheet games.  In these instances two teams of 8 players will be combined to form one team of 16 skaters—this number is consistent with the former Mite program.  Full sheet games are not meant to be a primary focus in this program.  They are simply meant to introduce the kids to the full ice in preparation of moving to squirts the following year. Games will be played against other Region 4 clubs at area rinks.  There will be no required travel outside of Region 4, with most travel being limited to the Madison area.  There will be at least one opportunity for tournament play on the local level. 

3. Will my child be involved in the RWB program?
If your skater is 7-8 years old s/he will now play in the RWB program.  The RWB program will replace traditional Mite hockey as well as the Rink Rat U8 program within the Polarcaps club. Younger skaters will continue to participate in either the Initiation Program or the Cross-ice program.  Older skaters have the option of skating traditional travel hockey by trying out for Squirts, PeeWees, Bantams, etc.  or staying in house leagues like the U10 program.

4. What happened to the Mite program?  
Most clubs in Wisconsin have done away with Mites as we know it.  Region 5 adopted the RWB model last year and Region 4 followed suit this year.  NO CLUBS IN DANE COUNTY WILL OFFER TRAVEL MITES IN 2011-2012.  USA Hockey has been pushing the benefits of the RWB model for some time and this year WAHA voted to do away with all Mite state tournaments.

5. Will there be a price difference for the RWB program?
Yes.  The estimated price of the RWB program for 2011-2012 is $525.  Last year the Mite program was $795, which was a subsidized cost that did not represent the full cost of the program.  The U8 Rink Rat program was $390.  The RWB program is a compromise between the two.
