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As you look around, you will notice that many 
improvements have been taking place since 
Trinity purchased the property over a year 
ago. Brush has been removed, trees have 
been trimmed and new ones planted, rain 
gardens and landscaping beds are being 
created, and the screen and buildings have 
been better secured. Earlier this summer, 
the electrical service was restored and 
the water well has been put back into 
operation. New signage has also been installed, 
publicizing our Summer Worship.

The Drive-In Team continues to plan for future improvements. 
Our goal is to preserve the unique drive-in atmosphere that we all love, 
maintaining its primary purpose as a summer worship location while 
making selected improvements to the property to enhance its use for 
worship and other ministry programs. Some projects that are expected 
to happen over the next one-to-two years include:

•	 Remove	the	deteriorated	old	screen	panels	and	wooden	framing	from	
the screen structure. 

•	 Restore	the	screen	surface	and	screen	structure	in	such	a	way	as	to	
preserve the look and feel of a traditional drive-in.

•	 Improve	the	hospitality	area	with	a	more	permanent	shelter.
•	 Install	additional	rain	gardens	and	landscaping.
•	 Remodel	or	replace	the	concession	building,	including	permanent	

restrooms.
•	 Reactivate	the	septic	system.
•	 Construct	facilities	for	outdoor	ministry	events	such	as	a	fire	pit,	

volleyball court or playground.
•	 Add	fencing	or	gates	where	needed	to	secure	the	site	for	safety.

The removal of the screen panels will likely take place this fall. 
Additional projects will take place in 2012 or later. If you have any 
questions or suggestions about projects at the Drive-In, please contact 
Bob Eiselt at ext. 142 or beiselt@trinitylc.org or Mark Gieseke at  
439-0146 or mkgieseke@msn.com.

Special Sundays at 
Drive-In Worship 
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Summer Spiritual 
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It’s great to be back at the Drive-In for another season! 



2  july 2011 • trinity.today.

PASTOR DAN POFFENBERGER

Summer
Greetings! I hope you are enjoying a 
wonderful summer – it is one of the 
best seasons in Minnesota (and, yes, 
one of the shortest). It is a great time 
to re-connect with family, God, nature 
and even yourself! There is a screen 
porch attached to our home and many 
evenings are spent there listening to the 
birdsong, watching the deer (currently 
two fawns and a doe are inhabiting 
the woods), and simply enjoying the 
beauty of summer. Minnesotans and 
Wisconsinites need to enjoy this brief 
and beautiful season, and allow our 
recreation to re-create our spirits. 

School
As you may remember, I have entered a 
Doctor of Ministry program at  
George Fox Seminary. I have completed 
the	first	year	of	the	program,	and	am	
beginning the second year. Theology 
has two terminal degrees. A PhD in 
Theology would be the terminal (or 
final)	degree	program	for	an	academic	–	
a teaching theologian. The focus of such 
study would be a narrow research-based 
examination of a particular theological 
claim. The Doctor of Ministry program 
that I am pursuing is the terminal degree 
for a working pastor. The area of study 
is practical, and needs to have a broad 
application for the church. I will have 
one more year of class work, then a year 
to write a dissertation. I am particularly 
interested	in	how	to	define	and	
organize a congregation to foster and 
encourage innovation, flexibility and 
the contextuality of ministry in order 
to engage a world that is increasingly 
connected, global and culturally 
indifferent to the church. As my work 
progresses, it will become a bit more 
public, and you may hear me reference 
it in my preaching. It may also serve as 
the basis for some strategic decisions as 
Trinity moves forward.

Gustavus Adolphus College
About a year ago, I was asked to join 
the Board of Trustees at Gustavus, 
my alma mater. I willingly and 
enthusiastically agreed, and it has been 
an honor and joy to serve Gustavus 
and the church in this manner. With the 
recent advent of a strategic planning 
process	called	Commission	150,	a	new	
president, Jack Ohle and a  
re-invigorated board, it has been a joy 
to see Gustavus eagerly claim a vision 
for the future as it begins to celebrate 
its	150th anniversary. With their new 
tagline,	“Make	your	Life	Count”	GAC	
is working in innovative ways to help 
students see a connection between a 
quality liberal arts education and a 
vocational call in the world. Gustavus 
recently	opened	the	Center	for	Servant	
Leadership, an exciting new program 
that will position Gustavus to be a 
leader in preparing students for a life of 
service in the world.  

Because	of	Gustavus’	150th anniversary, 
I have begun to think about Trinity’s 
upcoming sesquecentennial – only 10 
years from now. How can we honor the 
Swedish families and individuals (some 
of which also gave birth to Gustavus) 
who were the charter members of 
Trinity? We have a few years to create a 
faithful and appropriate remembrance.

Personally
It has been over a year now that my 
wife, Gretchen, was diagnosed with 
cancer. Since then, she has undergone 
successful surgeries, chemotherapy and 
is	now	finished	with	her	treatment.	
Gretchen feels great, looks great with 
her new short and curly hair, and 
enjoys a great prognosis. Thank you 
again for all of your support, prayers 
and friendship. It is great to be on the 
receiving end of such grace. 



G r a t i t u d e 
M I N I S T R Y

Trinity’s heritage is Swedish. We also have lots 
of Norwegians, and just enough of everyone else 
to bring some diversity and exuberance into our 
congregation. 

Scandinavians are hard-working, self-reliant, 
humble, reserved and down-to-earth. We’re 
unpretentious; we want just enough. Our character 
traits are revealed in the furniture and furnishings of 
IKEA—simple, uncluttered, do-it-yourself.

No wonder the overabundance of things in our 
super-consumer society puts us in stress mode. 
We want what advertising tells us we need, but the 
clutter is overwhelming. We fall into the trap of 
thinking we don’t have enough so we keep getting 
more. Guilt abounds. Do I have enough? Am I 
doing enough? Do I give enough? Is who I am 
enough?

When overabundance gets in the way of what truly 
matters, go to the store and buy some of those 
gold stars stickers, like the ones we used to get for 
memorizing Bible verses. 

For Grateful Hearts: Then go through your home 
and put little gold stars (or maybe red hearts or 
happy faces) on everything for which you are 
grateful: pictures of family and friends, food, 
blankets, pillows, a bed, clothes, umbrella, hot 
water, cold water, Bible, favorite chair, the dog, the 
cat, wedding ring, telephone, thermostat, glasses, 
hearing aids, soap, shampoo, computer, toilet paper, 
paycheck, garbage bins, the view from the kitchen 
window, etc. We do have enough and so much 
more!

For Generous Lives: Share your abundance and 
share your joy. Live generously. Give more than 
“just	enough,”	give	extravagantly—motivated	
by gratitude, reminded that we have more than 
enough, and knowing that God works through us 
far beyond the limits of our imagination.

And God is able to provide you with every blessing 
in abundance, so that by always having enough 
of everything, you may share abundantly in every 
good work.	2	Corinthians	9:8
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Every Tuesday afternoon a group of Trinity 
people dedicated and committed to the 
practice of intercessory prayer gathers in the 
Narthex. When I’m able I join them, and on 
those occasions I’ve noticed that I come away 
feeling more positive, inspired, hopeful and 
alive in the Spirit than I did prior to our prayer 
time. That is the power of prayer – of being in 
communication with God through Jesus and the Holy Spirit. And 
that is exactly why prayer matters. Prayer is powerful because the 
God to whom we pray is powerful and loving. God hears us when 
we pray and God responds.

Jim	Cymbala,	pastor	of	the	Brooklyn	Tabernacle	Church	in	 
New	York	City,	stated,	“Praying	for	another	person	is	like	
touching God with one hand and touching that person with the 
other. That’s what intercessory prayer is all about. The early 
Christians	not	only	believed	in	the	power	of	(and	need	for)	
intercessory prayer – they thrived on it. And when they prayed, 
God	responded	in	amazing	ways.”		 
(Cymbala,	When God’s People Pray [Participant’s Guide], pg. 79).

In	Acts	8:14-15,	Peter	and	John	go	to	Samaria	and	pray	for	the	
people to receive the Holy Spirit and after a laying on of hands, 
the	Spirit	is	received.	Paul,	in	his	letter	to	the	Romans	(15:31),	asks	
his brothers to pray to God on his behalf that he “may be rescued 
from	unbelievers	in	Judea”	and	that	his	“service	in	Jerusalem	may	
be	acceptable	to	the	saints	there.”	Throughout	Paul’s	letters	to	the	
Ephesians	and	Colossians,	he	prays	to	God	to	strengthen	their	
faith, to impart on them the Spirit of wisdom and revelation and to 
open the eyes of their heart so that they may know the deep, rich 
love	of	Christ	who	dwells	within	them	and	makes	them	inheritors	
of the kingdom. Paul prayed. God responded. Lives were changed.

Jesus, in constant communication with God, often prayed for 
other people:
•	 Jesus	prayed	for	his	murderers,	“Father,	forgive	them,	for	they	
do	not	know	what	they	are	doing.”		(Luke	23:32)

•	 Jesus	prayed	for	his	disciples	and	for	all	who	would	come	to	
believe in him through their message (John, chapter 17).

•	 Jesus	prayed	for	Simon	Peter,	“But	I	have	prayed	for	you,	 
Simon,	that	your	faith	may	not	fail.”	(Luke	22:32)

In your own prayer life, I invite you to spend some time each 
day praying for others. As you quiet yourself, ask God to reveal 
who is in need of prayer. Listen. You may be surprised by whose 
names come to mind. Trust that it is God’s spirit who speaks. Offer 
a prayer in Jesus’ name and then wait, watch and see how God 
responds. The answers may not be the ones you expected and they 
may not come according to your watch. But trust that answers will 
indeed come, for our God is not only powerful and loving, our 
God is a faithful God who always has our best interests in mind.    

If you have a prayer request or would like to be a member of the 
Prayer	Group,	please	contact	Diane	Rollie	in	the	Church	Office,	
at ext. 141 or via email at drollie@trinitylc.org. If you would rather 
pray individually for requests received, please contact Jan Most at 
436-7264.	Confidentiality	is	respected.		

God bless you in your life of prayer, Pastor Candee

c A R E ministries
wITh PASTOR cANDEE MOSER



MISSION

update

Tom Thiets

Director of 
Missions
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As cliché as it might sound, my faith 
story truly has been a journey, one 
filled	with	trials	and	errors,	struggles	
and victories. It is a journey that 
spans	52	years	and	over	a	half-million	
flight miles. Along the way I was 
fortunate to have the mentors and 
solidifying experiences that nurtured 
my comprehension of God, faith, and 
my call in life. It is a journey that has 
engaged me intellectually, emotionally, 
and physically.

In my childhood I was introduced to 
the	concept	of	God	the	Creator.	These	
years laid the ground work for my 
understanding of the basic creation 
story.	For	me	it	was	a	story	that	filled	
my mind with awe and wonder as I 
pondered the power, knowledge, and 
creativity required to create our world. 

The summers of my childhood were 
marked on the map of the USA. 
Every July we traveled on a two-
week camping trip. Over the years we 
covered 32 states and countless points 
of interest as well as worshipping at 
a wide variety of churches. Whether 
standing at the rim of the Grand 
Canyon,	or	descending	into	the	depths	
of	the	earth	in	Wind	Cave,	I	began	to	
grasp that my life was part of a greater 
story. It was a combination of Bible 
stories about creation and experiencing 
the breathtaking beauty of nature that 
developed my belief in an intentional 
creation versus an accidental collision 
of molecules. 

It would be wonderful to say at this 
point my faith story just fell into 
place, but it didn’t. My understanding 
of my faith lingered at this point 
throughout my teenage years. Seeds 
had been planted, but I didn’t do 
much to nurture their growth until 
after high school. It was then, with 
a few friends, that I began exploring 
the Bible further, but I still elected to 
stay comfortably in the shallow end of 
the pool. I needed a mentor or two to 
encourage me to go into deeper waters.  

My wife, Lisa, and a youth minister 
named Dan Laitinen, expanded 
my opportunities to learn. Lisa’s 
mentoring began early in our 
relationship when she introduced 
the topic of faith and church into 
our conversations as we were dating. 
We dreamed about a future together, 
and that dream included an active 
faith. Including faith in our marriage 
challenged me to a greater vision 
for my life. I moved from being an 
observer of faith into actively claiming 
my faith; I came to understand that 
faith was to be lived out every day, not 
just on Sundays.

I was empowered to explore faith, 
to act with boldness for God, as well 
as to dream of a life fully engaged 
with	God.	I	could	find	God	beside	
me through my tears of joy as well 
as my tears of sadness. The promise 
of salvation overtook my feelings of 
guilt. Grace and mercy overcame my 
fears. I was able to see beyond the 
crucified	Christ,	beyond	the	empty	
cross, and into the promise proclaimed 
by the empty tomb. I saw great hope 
and empowerment in the gift of a life 
connected to the Holy Spirit.

The avenues of mission and service 
provided me with opportunities to 
understand the life-changing power of 
the Holy Spirit. I learned I could do 
more	filled	with	the	Holy	Spirit	than	
I could ever do alone. I was beginning 
to understand that a life engaged with 
the Holy Spirit is truly the abundant 
life promised in Jesus. It was at that 
point in my life that the cumulative 
experiences of my faith journey led me 
to a moment of understanding and the 
acceptance	of	my	call	from	Christ	to	
serve the world through missions.

Recognizing	and	accepting	my	call	to	
serve dramatically changed me and my 
family. Being active in local and global 
missions molded and shaped our lives; 
serving alongside those in need became 
the norm. Worship and service became 

the natural rhythm of our lives.

This coming fall my journey will take 
a new turn as I begin the Master of 
Divinity program at Luther Seminary. 
My decision to begin as a part-time 
student is rooted in my desire to 
strengthen the underpinnings of my 
faith journey. It is an opportunity to 
solidify my faith with some deeper 
study of the word, the church, and 
Christian	faith.	While	the	rhythm	
of my life may change, the call to 
mission and service will not. My call 
to missions and service maintains its 
priority. I know that there will be some 
bumps and breakdowns along the way, 
but I know that prayer and patience 
will pull me through to the end. I also 
accept that at the end I just might be 
the oldest student in my class.

Trinity’s mission statement of “Love, 
Transform,	and	Serve”	resonates	in	
my heart. Accept God’s love and 
love others. Allow yourself to be 
transformed by God. Serve God by 
being the hands and feet of Jesus 
to the world. I guess long nights of 
study and writing papers will soon 
be another part in the process of my 
transformation as we continue to serve 
the world together. Please pray for my 
family as this new horizon comes into 
view.

Blessings and peace, Tom Thiets

Just Another Turn in My Faith Journey



GLOW Wild River Adventure
Sun.,  July 31, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
Spend a glorious summer Sunday 
with other women canoeing, floating, 
swimming, and picnicking on the 
beautiful	St.	Croix	River.	Meet	at	the	
Hilltop Drive-In for worship at 9 a.m. 
Then we’ll carpool to Osceola, where 
we will catch a shuttle to Interstate 
Park to start our canoe trip. Wear your 
swimming suit and pack a lunch for 
this	afternoon	of	fun.	Cost	is	$25	per	
person. For more information contact 
Kat	Carlsen	at	kathy@primestaff.com.	
To sign-up, register online at  
www.trinitylc.org or contact  
Diane	Rollie	at	drollie@trinitylc.org.

GLOW on the  
Superior Hiking Trail
Sept. 15-18; Trip fee: $175 
Imagine spending two full days hiking 
on the Superior Hiking Trail while 
staying only a quarter mile away in a 
beautiful lodge. No hiking experience 
is necessary, but this four-day weekend 
is intended for those interested in 
exploring and hiking on the trail. This 
trip	will	fill	quickly	with	a	firm	limit	of	
12 participants due to the contract with 
the	vacation	home	owner.	Registration	
is	on	a	first-registered,	first-in	basis,	
so sign up soon at www. trinitylc.org. 
Diane	will	confirm	if	you	are	one	of	the	
lucky	12.	Contact	Diane	Rollie	at	 
drollie@trinitylc.org with questions.
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G R O U P & T E A M ministries
Boys of  

Summer Event       
Tue., Aug. 2, 6-8 p.m.

$17.50/adults - $12/under 12 
Fultz Farm 

4730 Neal Ave. N., Stillwater
(half-mile south of Lake Elmo Airport)

MVP
Men. Value. Purpose.

Special guest speaker Scott Wolter is a 
Minnesota geologist and author best 

known for his theories and books 
about	the	Kensington	Runestone.	 
He has an amazing collection of  

Lake Superior agates and owns the 
world’s largest agate, which he is 

bringing to this event. Enjoy games, 
hayrides, animals, picnic-style meal. 

Bring all the boys you know - fathers, 
sons, grandpas, uncles,  cousins, 
friends - no childcare provided. 
Register	online	at	ww.trinitylc.org.

New Child Welcome team wants you
Can	you	think	of	anything	more	exciting	or	joy-filled	than	welcoming	a	new	
baby or child into a family? If not, then perhaps you’d like to consider becoming 
a	member	of	the	New	Child	Welcome	Team.	Team	members	welcome	the	new	
addition	with	a	personal	visit	and	a	gift	bag	filled	with	handmade	items,	invitations	
and helpful resource material. If you’d like to become a member of this team or 
if you know of someone who’s recently welcomed a new addition to their family, 
please	contact	Diane	Rollie	at	ext.	141,	or	via	email	at	drollie@trinitylc.org.

Hearts of the Home Moms
Wed., Sept. 21; Oct. 5, 19; Nov. 2, 16, 30; Dec. 7, 21; 9:15-11 a.m.
Hearts	of	the	Home	Moms	is	an	inter-denominational,	Christian-based	group	
of mothers interested in nurturing their souls and supporting each other on their 
parenting journeys. Fall study topics include: 10 Habits of Happy Mothers; 
Walking to the Power of Now; Women, Food and God; Grateful Hearts, 
Generous	Lives;	Frappe	with	Phillipians;	Twelve	Steps	to	a	Compassionate	Life;	
Boundaries;	Parenting	Teens	with	Love	and	Logic.	Register	online	at	 
www.trinitylc.org.	Contact	Kim	Jelinek	at	351-7586	or	Martha	Sather	at	342-0596	
with questions.

Up next: Celebrating Baseball 
Tue., Sept. 6, 6-8 p.m. – Garden Room & Gym; $12.50



S P I R I T U A l practices

Book Discussion:  
Rob Bell’s Love Wins
Tue., Sept. 27, 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
Garden Room; free
Millions	of	Christians	have	struggled	
with how to reconcile God’s love and 
God’s judgment: Has God created 
billions of people over thousands of 
years only to select a few to go to 
heaven and everyone else to suffer 
forever in hell? Is this acceptable to 
God?	How	is	this	“good	news?”	What	
if what Jesus meant by heaven, hell, 
and salvation are very different from 
how we have come to understand 
them? What if it is God who wants 
us to face these questions? Author, 
pastor,	and	innovative	teacher	Rob	Bell	
presents a deeply biblical vision for 
rediscovering a richer, grander, truer, 
and more spiritually satisfying way 
of understanding heaven, hell, God, 
Jesus, salvation, and repentance. The 
result is the discovery that the “good 
news”	is	much,	much	better	than	we	
ever imagined. Purchase and read your 
own copy of Love Wins: A Book About 
Heaven, Hell, and the Fate of Every 
Person Who Ever Lived. Then, come 
join a lively conversation about the 
book. Led by Trinity’s pastors.

On Purpose Ministry wishes you a wonderful summer full 
of an awareness of God’s presence. We encourage you to 
live your strengths, honor your unique way of connecting 
to God and listen deeply in order to build an intentional 
life and make a difference in this world. 

Some things to contemplate:

Nature’s Revelation
“If I spent enough time with the tiniest creature – even a 
caterpillar – I would never have to prepare a sermon.  
So	full	of	God	is	every	creature.”

Meister Eckhart

Praying
It doesn’t have to be the blue iris,  
it could be weeds in a vacant lot,
or a few small stones; just pay attention,
then patch a few words together  
and don’t try to make them elaborate,
this isn’t a contest but the doorway into thanks,  
and a silence in which another voice may speak.

Mary Oliver

Summer Spiritual Practice:
Choose	an	object	such	as	a	stone,	leaf,	blade	of	grass,	stick	or	
other natural object.

Sit quietly with your object.

Ask the object about itself, its story, its history.
•	 Where	it	has	been?
•	 Who	has	touched	it,	held	it,	walked	past	it	without	noticing?
•	 Where	was	it	born?		
•	 How	did	it	get	there?

Sit quietly and wait for answers.

Then ask the object about its inner life, its spirituality.

Ask about its vulnerability, its tenderness, its density, its relations 
with others.

Sit quietly and wait for answers.

•	 What	does	it	wish	to	tell	you?
•	 What	does	the	object	say	about	your	life?		
•	 Your	wisdom,	your	thoughts,	your	emotions	and	intuition?
•	 Finally,	what,	if	anything,	does	the	object	tell	you	of	God?

From The Way of Discernment by Elizabeth Liebert 

Embracing an Adult Faith
Sun., Oct. 2, 9, 16, 23, 20 
10:30-11:30 a.m. – Living Room; Cost: $15
Have you ever wondered: Am I a 
Christian?	or	What	does	it	mean	to	be	
a	Christian	today?	You	are	not	alone!		
Many adults reach a point in their lives 
when they ask themselves these questions. 
With author and Bible scholar Marcus 
Borg as our guide, we will spend time 
revisiting	some	of	Christianity’s	most	
fundamental questions. Who is God? 
What does salvation mean? What place 
does	Jesus	hold	in	contemporary	Christian	
faith? How can we practice our faith in 
our everyday lives? Bring your questions, 
along with an open heart and a curious 
mind to this engaging learning series. 
Register	online	at	www.trinitylc.org
Led by Pastor Siri Erickson

Fall adult 

6

Faith under Construction:  
Fun, one-hour practices to 
build your skills and raise  
your confidence
Come	join	other	adults	for	these	new,	
experiential learning opportunities 
designed to quickly boost your ability 
to connect with God on a daily basis.  
You can attend one or more of these 
depending on your schedule and 
interest.   
Wed., 6-7 p.m. – Trinity Library 
Sept.	28:	 How	to	start	your	day	 
 with God 
Oct. 12: How to end your day  
 with God  
Nov. 2: How to pray out loud  
Nov. : How to name your  
 questions about God 
Sundays, 9-10 a.m. – Living Room  
Oct. 2: How to start your day  
 with God  
Oct. 16: How to end your day  
 with God  
Oct. 30: How to pray out loud 
Nov. 13: How to name your questions  
 about God 
Julie Jolivette and Pastor Siri Erickson
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ON PURPOSE ministries
Ask Gene!  
Resume & job interview assistance available at Trinity
Gene Ecker has a passion for helping job seekers overcome many 
of the common pitfalls all of us face during the job search process. 
He has over 30 years of human resource experience with  a large 
international corporation, and has encountered many job applicants – 
some successful, some not. He has done extensive job search coaching 
and counseling since his retirement, focusing on how to be a winning 
contender for a job. Although there are several essentials to a successful 
career transition, Gene feels preparing a good resume and getting ready 
for	the	interview	are	critical	to	insure	success.	He	considers	a	“Play	to	Win	Philosophy”	
is nothing more than convincing the employer that you are the one to hire. Please contact 
Diane	Rollie	at	drollie@trinitylc.org	or	ext.	141	or	Jody	Thone	at	jthone@trinitylc.org	or	
ext. 119 to sign up for a meeting time.

Trinity is collecting information about job opportunities
If you are an employer or work somewhere that is hiring, please forward job openings to 
Jody Thone at jthone@trinitylc.org and she will add them to our job opportunity book. 
If you are looking for a job, please contact Jody at jthone@trinitylc.org to access all of 
Trinity’s employment resources. 

Contemplative Practice 
group outdoors for the 
summer
Thursdays, 7:30-8:30 a.m.
Our	Contemplative	Practice	
group is outside for the 
summer enjoying doing lectio 
divina, silent meditation and 
other spiritual practices on 
Jody’s patio surrounded by 
gardens.	Contact	Jody	Thone	
for more information and 
directions via email at  
jthone@trinitylc.org or at  
ext. 119.

Fall adult classes SNEAk PEEk
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Making Sense of Scripture – 
online
Oct. 3-Dec. 9; Cost: $15 
Have you ever had a question 
about the Bible or wondered how 
to make sense of this amazing and 
complicated book? Have you ever 
thought you should read more of the 
Bible but didn’t know how or where 
to begin? Have you ever been afraid 
to join a Bible study or lead a group 
at church because you think you 
don’t know enough about the Bible? 
Making Sense of Scripture invites 
you to bring all your questions and 
enter into a conversation about the 
Bible: where it came from, what it 
is and isn’t and how it functions 
in our lives today. No experience 
with the Bible is necessary and no 
question is a dumb question! Some 
reading is required between classes. 
Work through the books, videos and 
discussions are your own pace in this 
online learning community.  
Led by Pastor Siri Erickson; to 
sign up, contact her via email at 
serickson@trinitylc.org
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Building your Personal Theology: 
GOD
Tue., Oct. 4, 11, 18, 25 
9:30-11:30 a.m. or 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Garden Room; Cost: $30
From a pocket knife in the past to an iPhone 
today, we all have ordinary, everyday, 
dependable things that make our lives better. 
Having a good, workable theology is also one 
of	those	things.	Come	put	together	the	pieces	
of your theology. Through conversation, 
creative reflection and connection to God, 
join us in building your personal theology. 
Register	online	at	www.trinitylc.org. 
Led by Pastor Siri Erickson. 

Building Your Personal 
Theology: BIBLE
Tue., Nov. 8, 15, 22 
9:30-11:30 a.m. or 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
Garden Room; Cost: $20
The Bible informs your personal 
theology, but you also have beliefs 
about the Bible itself. What is it? 
Where did it come from? How does 
it relate to your everyday life? How 
does it reveal God? What is its core 
message? In this class you will have 
the chance to explore your core 
beliefs about the Bible. Through 
conversation, creative reflection 
and connection to God, join us in 
building your personal theology 
about the Bible. This class has 
pre-work and homework between 
sessions.	Completion	of	Building	
your Personal Theology: God is a 
prerequisite for participation in this 
class.	Register	online	at	 
www.trinitylc.org.  
Led by Pastor Siri Erickson.



YOutH M I N I S T R I E S
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 Wonders of Water Camp 
“Jesus is the Living Water” 
July 20-22; 9-11:30 a.m. 
(Note time change)
Students ages PreK thru completion 
of grade 6 (Must be 3-years-old by 
9/1/11 & potty-trained)
Cost: $30/student; $75/family max
Splish,	Splash,	what	a	blast!	Children	
will enjoy a variety of water play 
activities as well as involve science 
experiments	with	water.	Contact	
Jody at jnyenhuis@trinitylc.org or  
ext.	138	with	questions.

cHildren’s   M I N I S T R I E S

Little Tots and Polka Dots has  
spots open for fall 2011
A	$50	non-refundable	registration	fee	
and the registration form are required 
to hold a spot for your child. Find 
complete program and registration 
information at www.trinitylc.org. 
Families are also welcome to register 
in person at Trinity.

July 29-Aug. 2 or Aug. 2-6, 2011 
 $300
The camp experience includes 
worship led by a youth band, group 
building activities, creative and 
interactive learning experiences and 
games of all kinds. Activities include 
tubing, waterski/wakeboarding, sand 

volleyball,	beach,	canoeing,	hayrides,	snack	store,	arts	and	crafts	shop,	campfires,	
field	sports	and	much	more!

We	welcome	everyone	–	bring	your	friends!	Students	in	the	Trinity	Confirmation	 
program	are	required	to	attend	this	camp	after	grades	7	and	8.	For	complete	 
details	and	online	registration,	visit	www.trinitylc.org.	Contact	TJ	at	 
tanderson@trinitylc.org with questions.

Luther Dell
Junior High Camp@

Light a spark this fall
Children’s	Ministry	is	on	the	lookout	
for youth and adults to be Shepherd 
Leaders for the 2011-2012 ministry 
season. If you enjoy the natural 
curiosity of children ages pre-school 
through grade 6 and want to help 
develop their faith, we want you! 
We are looking for Shepherd leaders 
on a weekly or two-to-four week 
rotational basis. A fun night of 
leader training has been scheduled 
for	Wed.,	Sept.	14	from	6:30-8	p.m.	
Mark your calendar and join the 
Children’s	Ministry	team	in	guiding	
our youngest members on their faith 
journey Please stop by the tent at the 
Drive-In	or	contact	Christine	Lande	
or Jody Nyenhuis at 439-7400.

Join us at the River 
Wednesdays from 7-8 p.m.!
July 20 @ the Drive-In/BBQ, games and a movie*
July 27 @ Croix Center

August 3 No River/Luther Dell Camp
August 10 @ Otto Berg Park 
August 17 @ Croix Center
August 24 @ the Drive-In/BBQ, games and a movie* 
August 31 @ Croix Center

* River runs from 7- 11 p.m.

The River is about 
experiencing Jesus 

through awesome music, 
genuine friendship, and 
exploring relevant issues 

of life and faith.  

Look for 
the River 

group 
page on 

Facebook.

River
the

Sr. High Youth 

Ministry



Donate to Pandamania 
Vacation Bible School
This	August	the	church	will	be	filled	
with Panda Bears and kids who are 
wild about God! Donations are needed. 
We know summer gets busy, so let us 
do the shopping! Drop off your VBS 
cash	donations	(from	$5	to	$100)	in	
the	Church	Office	or	at	the	Children’s	
Ministry	tent	at	the	Drive-In.	Cash	or	
checks	are	welcome	(checks	to	TLC	
with VBS in the memo line). Please 
contact	Christine	Lande	at	ext.	125	or	
cmlande@trinitylc.org with questions. 
Thank you in advance for your support 
to this wonderful ministry. 

VBS volunteers needed
We want you! Please join us for a fun 
filled	week	of	Pandamania,	Where	God	
is Wild about You! Volunteers of all 
ages	are	needed	for	our	Junior	Crew	
(completed	gr.	5	or	6),	Crew	Leaders	
(jr.	high	to	adult),	Rotation	Workshop	
Leaders	(adults).	Contact	Christine	at	
ext.	125	or	cmlande@trinitylc.org	with	
questions.

Vacation Bible School 
Pandamania CDs for sale
Get your kids ready for VBS singing 
along to the energetic songs of 
Pandamania.	Come	to	the	Children’s	
Ministry	office	near	Luther	Hall	to	
purchase	CDs	for	$7	each	and/or	
the music and movement DVD for 
$15.	Contact	Christine	at	ext.	125	or	
cmlande@trinitylc.org or Jody at  
ext.	138	or	jnyenhuis@trinitylc.org	
with questions.

cHildren’s   M I N I S T R I E S
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“Like the summer breezes playing, like tall trees softly 
swaying, like the lips of silent praying is the perfect peace 
of God.” Michael Perry

July	is	a	busy	month	at	LADC!	Many	children	are	
enjoying	our	Summer	Wow	and	Science	Camps.	We	
hope you are having a great summer. Here are some fun 
activities to keep preschoolers cool during the heat:

Bucket Blast: Do this alone or in teams. You will need a 
bucket of water, an empty bucket and a paper cup. The 
first	person	fills	the	cup	with	water	from	the	full	bucket	
and runs with it to the empty bucket and pours water 
into	bucket.	Continue	until	the	original	bucket	of	water	
is	empty	and	the	second,	filled.	For	even	more	fun,	cut	
a dime-sized hole in each cup and have kids plug it by 
placing	it	on	their	heads	while	they	run	to	fill	the	bucket.

Tug Of War: Grab a skipping rope or hose and get your 
children to hang onto one end. Place the middle of the 
hose over a running sprinkler. Have fun getting wet.

Water Balloon Toss: Fill water balloons with water and 
throw them back and forth. Back up as you toss them and 
see how long it takes to break them.

Water Can Craft: At the end of a long, hot day, take a 
milk jug out of the recycling bin and tape a plastic funnel 
to it and presto you have a watering can! Have your child 
water all your plants and flowers. They will love it!

Ice Cream In A Bag: You will need 1 tbsp. sugar, 1/2 cup 
milk, 1/4 tsp. vanilla, 6 tbsp. rock salt, 1 pint-size bag, 
1 gallon-size plastic bag and ice cubes. Fill the large bag 
half full of ice and add rock salt. Seal. Put the milk, vanilla 
and sugar into the small bag and seal. Place the small bag 
inside the larger one and seal carefully. Shake it until the 
mixture	is	ice	cream;	about	5	minutes.	Wipe	off	the	small	
bag, open carefully and enjoy!

At	the	end	of	the	day,	go	outside,	catch	fireflies,	look	at	
the stars, hold hands with your family and pray together. 
Enjoy these moments and make memories. 

“It isn’t the big pleasures that count the most; it’s making 
a great deal out of the little ones.” Jean Webster

LADC 
July 

News:
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worship opportunities

•	Wednesdays, 7 p.m.: The	River	(Gr.	9-12	youth	worship)
• Saturdays, 5 p.m.:	Evening	Worship,	Communion
• Sundays, 9 a.m.: Drive-In Worship; Hilltop Drive-In, Houlton, WI
•	Sundays, 10 a.m.: Traditional,	Air-Conditioned,	Worship	at	Trinity
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Caring friends of 
Celebrating Seniors 
gathering
Wed., Aug. 24, 1-3 p.m. 
Living Room
Wow! It seems like summer just 
got here, but it’s already time for 
us to start planning the 2011/2012 
calendar year. Let’s meet to renew 
covenants, receive new lists, and plan 
for	the	Fall	Luncheon.	Refreshments	
will be served. 

Senior worship/communion
Wed., Sept. 7, 11. a.m.
followed by luncheon for  
Celebrating Seniors 
Caring	friends	are	looking	forward	
to seeing all of our guests again 
for worship and the fall luncheon. 
Our special guest will be Eleanor 
Ostman, longtime food writer for 
the St. Paul Pioneer Press. Join us for 
a hilarious and historic walk through 
a life in food, including tales such 
as lunching with Paul Newman, 
crashing Walter Mondale’s state 
banquet	in	China,	judging	national	
recipe contests and world food travel 
adventures.	Copies	of	her	new	book,	
Always on Sunday Revisited, will be 
available. 

Sunday van schedule
Trinity’s van is available for the Sunday,  
10 a.m. worship service at Trinity. A 
van ride is available for members or 
non-members lacking other means of 
transportation.	Please	call	the	Church	
Office	at	439-7400	between	9	a.m.	
Wednesday and 4 p.m. Thursday to 
reserve your seat each week. Estimated 
pick-up times for senior residences if you 
have reserved a seat:
	 9:15	a.m.	–	Boutwell’s	Landing	 
   at the main entrance
	 9:25	a.m.	–	Raymie	Johnson
	 9:35	a.m.	–	Croixdale
 9:40 a.m. – Oakridge
	 9:45	a.m.	–	Rivertown	Commons

Baptized:
•	 Sarah Isabel Shaw, daughter of  
Robert	&	Anna	Murdy

•	 Lily	Michelle	Nelson,	daughter of 
Damien	&	Susan	Nelson

•	 Lauren	Adele	Sebo,	daughter of  
Tom	&	Christa	Sebo

•	 Abigail Emma Bates, daughter of  
Justin	&	Tori	Bates

•	 Maxwell	William	Wendel, son of  
Joshua	&	Michelle	Wendel

•	 Liam Anthony Dries, son of  
Robert	&	Maren	Dries

•	 Oliver Emmet Bruce, son of  
Alexander	Bruce	&	Chase	Orcutt

Congratulations to:
•	 Bryan	&	Kylene	Karnuth on the 

birth of a son, Blake Walter Karnuth, 
on May 1, 2011

•	 Jake	&	Laura	McBroom on the  
birth of a daughter, Violet Lea on 
Fri.,	July	8

Altar flowers:
•	 July	2	&	3	-	In	honor	of	the	 

50th wedding anniversary of  
Don & Sandi Steinmetz, given by 
Bob	&	Carolyn	Minor,	Bob	& 
June Osborne and Larry Loyer  
&	Eric	Trosdahl

•	 July	23	&	24	-	To	celebrate	the	 
60th wedding anniversary of  
Bob & June Osborne

Sympathy to:
•	 Pat (John) Reinke, whose father,  

Bob Huber, passed away on June 20.

trinity transportation

worship attendance

July 2 & 3
5	p.m. ...............32 
Drive-In ........377
10 a.m. ...........106

June 18 & 19
5	p.m. ...............40 
Drive-In ........550
10 a.m. ...........110

June 25 & 26
5	p.m. ...............36 
Drive-In ........494
10 a.m. ...........132

July 9 & 10
5	p.m. ...............51	
Drive-In ........393
10 a.m. ...........120

Interested in membership at Trinity?

Official membership is not the goal 
as much as engagement in Trinity’s 
mission. If you are interested in 
Trinity Membership, information 
can be found on our website at 
www.trinitylc.org or contact Julie at 
jjolivette@trinitylc.org or ext. 108 
with questions.
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july 15-august 12calendar
Fri., July 15
	 	 Florida	Beach	Camp
 7 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Library
	 10	a.m.	 Al-Anon	Mtg:	Rm	108B

 Sat., July 16
	 	 Florida	Beach	Camp
	 8	a.m.	 AA	Mtg:	Living	Library	
	 8	a.m.	 Al-Anon	Mtg:	Luther	Hall
	 5	p.m.		WORSHIP

 Sun., July 17
		 	 Florida	Beach	Camp	Returns
	 9	a.m.	 DRIVE-IN	WORSHIP,	Houlton,	WI
 10 a.m.  WORSHIP,	COMMUNION

 Mon., July 18 
	 	 LADC	Camp	Week
 7:30 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Library
 10 a.m. Women’s Golf League: Applewood
	 4	p.m.	 Congregational	Council:	Office	Conf.	Rm
	 6:30	p.m.		Tai	Chi:	Gym

Tue., July 19
	 	 LADC	Camp	Week
 7:30 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Library
	 9	a.m.	 Helping	Hearts	&	Hands	Camp	(Gr3-6):  
	 	 Garden	Rm
	 9	a.m.	 Summer	Stretch	(Gr6-8):	Commons
 9 a.m. Women’s Book Group: Supreme Bean
	 1:15	p.m.	 Prayer	Group:	Narthex
 6 p.m. AA Mtg: Living Library 

Wed., July 20 
	 	 LADC	Camp	Week
 7 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Library
	 9:30	a.m.	 “Wonders	of	Water”	Camp	(3yrs	thru	Gr6)
 7 p.m. 	the	River	Worship (Gr9-12): Drive-In

Thu., July 21
	 	 LADC	Camp	Week
 7 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Library
 7:30 a.m. Spirtual Practice: Home of Jody Thone
	 9:30	a.m.	 “Wonders	of	Water”	Camp	(3yrs	thru	Gr6)
	 6	p.m.	 CIT	Training:	Living	Rm

 Fri., July 22
	 	 LADC	Camp	Week
 7 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Library
	 9:30	a.m.	 “Wonders	of	Water”	Camp	(3yrs	thru	Gr6)
	 10	a.m.	 Al-Anon	Mtg:	Rm	108B

 Sat., July 23
	 8	a.m.	 AA	Mtg:	Living	Library	
	 8	a.m.	 Al-Anon:	Luther	Hall
	 5	p.m.		WORSHIP,	COMMUNION

Sun., July 24 
	 9	a.m.	 DRIVE-IN	WORSHIP,	Houlton,	WI
 10 a.m.  WORSHIP,	COMMUNION

Mon., July 25
 7:30 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Library
 10 a.m. Women’s Golf League: Applewood
	 6:30	p.m.		Tai	Chi:	Gym

 Tue., July 26
 7:30 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Library
	 9	a.m.	 Helping	Hearts	&	Hands	(Gr3-6):	 
	 	 Garden	Rm
	 9	a.m.	 Summer	Stretch	(Gr6-8):	Commons
 9 a.m. Women’s Book Group: Supreme Bean
	 1:15	p.m.	 Prayer	Group:	Narthex
 6 p.m. AA Mtg: Living Library 

Wed., July 27 
 7 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Library
 7 p.m. 	the	River	Worship (Gr9-12):	Croix	Ctr

Thu., July 28 
 7 a.m. AA Mtg: Living Library
 7:30 a.m. Spirtual Practice: Home of Jody Thone
	 10	a.m.	 Knitting	Ministry:	Living	Rm

Fri., July 29
 7 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Library
	 10	a.m.	 Al-Anon	Mtg:	Rm	108B
	 Noon	 Jr.	High	Luther	Dell	Camp	Departs

Sat., July 30  
	 	 Luther	Dell	Camp
	 8	a.m.	 AA	Mtg:	Living	Library
	 8	a.m.	 Al-Anon:	Luther	Hall
	 5	p.m.		WORSHIP,	COMMUNION

Sun., July 31
	 	 Luther	Dell	Camp
	 9	a.m.		DRIVE-IN	WORSHIP:	Houlton,	WI
	 9	a.m.	 GLOW	River	Adventure:	Meet	at	Drive-In 
  10 a.m.  WORSHIP,	COMMUNION

 Mon., August 1 
	 	 Luther	Dell	Camp
 7:30 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Library
 10 a.m. Women’s Golf League: Applewood
	 2	p.m.	 Commodity	Distribution:	Croix	Ctr
	 6:30	p.m.		Tai	Chi:	Gym

 Tue., August 2
 7:30 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Library
 9 a.m. Women’s Book Group: Supreme Bean
	 Noon	 Luther	Dell	Camp	Departs
	 1:15	p.m.	 Prayer	Group:	Narthex
	 5	p.m.	 Luther	Dell	Camp	Returns
 6 p.m. AA Mtg: Living Library 
 6 p.m. MVP: Boys of Summer: Fultz Farm

 Wed., August 3
	 	 Luther	Dell	Camp
 7 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Library
	 5:45	p.m.	 MVP	Leadership	Mtg:	Office	Conf.	Rm
  	NO	River	Worship

Thu., August 4
	 	 Luther	Dell	Camp
 7 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Library 
 7:30 a.m. Spirtual Practice: Home of Jody Thone
 2 p.m. Healing Touch Group: Narthex
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Fri., August 5
	 	 Luther	Dell	Camp
 7 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Library
	 10	a.m.	 Al-Anon:	Room	108B

Sat., August 6
	 8	a.m.	 AA	Mtg:	Living	Library
	 8	a.m.	 Al-Anon:	Luther	Hall
	 5	p.m.		WORSHIP,	COMMUNION
	 5	p.m.	 Luther	Dell	Camp	Returns

Sun., August 7
	 9	a.m.		DRIVE-IN	WORSHIP:	Houlton,	WI 
 10:30 a.m.  WORSHIP,	COMMUNION	

 Mon., August 8
 7:30 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Library
	 9	a.m.		VBS	Pandamania:	Worship	Ctr
 10 a.m. Women’s Golf League: Applewood
	 6:30	p.m.		Tai	Chi:	Gym

 Tue., August 9 
 7:30 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Library
 9 a.m. Women’s Book Group: Supreme Bean
	 9	a.m.		VBS	Pandamania:	Worship	Ctr
	 1:15	p.m.	 Prayer	Group:	Narthex
 6 p.m. AA Mtg: Living Library

 Wed., August 10   
 7 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Library
	 9	a.m.		VBS	Pandamania:	Worship	Ctr
 7 p.m. 	the	River	Worship	(Gr9-12):  
  Otto Berg Park

Thu., August 11
 7 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Library 
	 7:30	a.m.	 Contemplative	Practice:	Off-site
	 9	a.m.		VBS	Pandamania:	Worship	Ctr

Fri., August 12
 7 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Library
	 9	a.m.		VBS	Pandamania:	Worship	Ctr
	 10	a.m.	 Al-Anon	meeting:	Room	108B
	 Noon	 VBS	Grand	Finale	Party:	Worship	Ctr
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Kids at VBS will connect to God and grow stronger in their faith as they discover God is Wild 
about them! Kids will explore and experience how God listens to them, watches over them and 
loves them – no matter what! Every day kids will participate in party time sing and play, wild Bible 
adventures, crazy crafts and missions, treetop treats, bamboo blast games and Chadder’s video 

adventures.

We want You! Volunteers of all ages are needed for our  
Junior Crew (completed gr. 5 or 6), Crew Leaders (jr. high to adult), 

Rotation Workshop Leaders (adults)

NEW THIS YEAR!
Grand Finale Party Sing & Play Performance for Parents – Fri., Aug. 12, noon

Vacation Bible School –  
Pandamania Where God is Wild about You! 

Students ages PreK thru completion of grade 4  
(Must be 3-years-old by 9/1/11 & potty-trained)

August 8-12; 9 a.m.-noon 
Cost: $30/student; $75/family maximum

August Registration 
deadline: 

Mon., July 18


