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The Orono Thunder Soccer Club is a community based traveling soccer program primarily serving the residents of Minnesota Independent School District #278.  Our players primarily live in or near the Orono School district.  However, we accept registrations for any player interested in playing soccer with the club. Our program offers options for youth players who will be age 4 or older on July 31 of the current year.    
For players age 8 and older, we organize teams for traveling soccer.  Our club is affiliated with the Minnesota Youth Soccer Association (MYSA – www.mnyouthsoccer.org).  Our teams typically compete in the West District.  We usually play against other teams in the West Metro. For players ages 4-8, we offer an in-house developmental program.     
The following are guidelines as set forth by the Orono Thunder Soccer Club for players, parents and coaches.  These are ‘guidelines’ – not necessarily requirements.


U9 & U10 Development Soccer									                                                   
· Coaching – Fun, Development of soccer fundamentals, building a good competitive soccer environment to enhance player’s individual and team game.
· Coaches: All Volunteer 
· Playing Levels – Maroon & Gold
· Game Details – 6v6 on small field with size 4 Ball
· Preseason – 6 weeks
· Practices – 2-3 per week beginning in April (adjustable once games begin)
· Duration of Practices – 60 minutes (15-30 of which should be free play)
· Games – 12 league games/ 6 league games in fall
· Tournaments - 1-2 weekend tournaments
· Attendance – Minimum 85% attendance at practice and games beginning March 1st
· Positions – All players should play in All positions throughout the season
· Playing time – Target 50% playing time for all players over the course of the season, subject to coach refinement.



U11& U12 Competitive Travel Soccer
· Coaching – Players development in fun atmosphere creating a more competitive technical and tactical environment for the players to learn the game
· Coaches – Paid Coaches with some volunteer coaches where needed
· Playing Levels – U11: C2, C3  /  U12: C1, C2,C3
· Game Details:  8v8 smaller fields and a #4 ball
· Pre-season – Winter Training /  8 weeks of training before league play
· Practices – 2-4 per week
· Duration of Practices – 60-90 minutes (15-30 of which should be free play)
· Games: 12 league games in spring & summer / 6 league games in fall
·  Tournaments: 2-3 tournaments per season, plus district & state if qualify.  One tournament may be out of town
· Attendance: Minimum 85-95% attendance at practice and games
· Positions: Begin to be selective in player positioning including goalkeeper
· Playing Time: Target 50% playing time for all C2,C3 players over the course of the season. Target 35-40% playing time for all C1 players. More coach discretion here based upon level of commitment and attitude

U13-U19 Competitive Travel Soccer
· Coaching: Fun competitive atmosphere, refinement of technical and tactical proficiency
· Coaches: All paid with a few volunteer coaches being assistants
· Playing Levels: C1,C2,C3
· Game Details: 11v11 on full fields with #5 ball
· Pre-season: Indoor Training & league play with coaches or pro trainers
· Practices: 2-4 per week 
· Duration of Practices – 60-120 minutes (15-30 of which should be free play)
· Games: 12 league games for spring & summer / 6 league games for fall
· Tournaments: 2-4 weekend tournaments, plus districts and state if qualify. One or two tournaments may be out of town
· Attendance: Target – 85-95% attendance at practice and games
· Positions: Typically selective positioning, including goalkeeper
· Playing Time: Target 35% playing time for all players over the course of the season. More coach discretion here based upon player level of commitment and attitude
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