MHSA Referee Executive
Meeting May 11, 2011		8:45 – 9:45 Houston’s Pizza
In Attendance: John Crabtree, Ian Tully, Greg McLeod, Malcolm Pritchard & Rick Robinson. 
Regrets: Jim Loughlin
Discussion around Women’s League:
The Women’s league is looking to try a new format this season, using the Family Leisure Centre South Pitch as two “seven-a-side” pitches.  No rules have been submitted to the Soccer Association for approval.  It is the recommendation of the Referee executive that no games be assigned to, or accepted by, referees until rules have been submitted and approved.
No MHSA Board meeting report as the board did not meet this month.
Referee entry level and refresher courses report:
The refresher courses had a good turnout as 38 of 47 active referees attended. Four more active referees have made separate arrangements to take the refresher.
The Adult Entry Level course saw 10 in attendance. 4 of those were youth referees from Medicine Hat, and the other 6 were from out of town.  The Youth Entry Level course saw 10 in attendance. Therefore 14 referees in total were added to the active list in Medicine Hat.
Discussion about motivating referees to accept assignments:
The referee assignor commented that it is tough to get referees to accept games.
Recommendations:
· Scheduling a little further in advance, setting a standard of approximately 1 week
· Ian and John will confirm referee rankings and abilities with the assignor in the near future. This should help ensure that referees are assigned games appropriately for their level of ability.
Referee Mentors
Referee mentors have been assigned for new referees. The role of the mentor is simply to act as a support for the new referee, ensuring that games run smoothly and giving tips where necessary.
Discussion around Men’s League:
There is some concern that the Men’s League may look to have more than 2 games on a Sunday. Due to the limited number of senior referees who are capable of taking the middle for Men’s games, this may pose some problems.  Our standard is that no referee is to work beyond 2 games – one in the middle and one on the side - in a day for Men’s games.


Cooper Fitness Test
Medicine Hat Referees are due to complete the Cooper Fitness Testing. John C will try to arrange a date to complete this testing.
Discipline Committee 
John asked Ian if MHSA has a formal discipline committee.  The question arises from an incident at the 7-a-side tournament when a player was ejected and was due further discipline.  Ian informed John that further discipline had been handed out.  Further discussion suggests that the discipline committee may need some added members.
Recommendation:
We recommend that a formal chain of communication should exist between the discipline committee and the referees. In particular, a referee who ejects a player where further discipline is required should be notified of the results of a hearing.

Next Meeting June 8 – Houston’s Pizza
