LARA Traveling Baseball sub-committee meeting

February 6th, 2012 7:00 PM
Zion Lutheran Church – RM 124
Opening comments

Jon Erickson asked if there was an opportunity for coaches to receive a discount for their child as an incentive.  Alex said that they have implemented one for in-house and that they could look into a discount for traveling coaches.
Note: At the LARA board meeting it was decided to give all head coaches a thank-you gift card at the end of the season.
Lee Crouse said the cheapest bat you can get with the new bat standards is $295 and they have to be BB core.  Chuck Wilke added that was for 14 and up.  Standards for under 14 are a USSSA stamp and a 1.5 bpf printed on the bat. Bat requirement are on the traveling web page and on the MYAS page

Thanks to Matt Silver for taking minutes
Draft Budget – Alex




5 Minutes
Fees for traveling baseball will be $285 which is up $10 from last year.

Uniform allowance is $65

Umpire fees $50 per game.

Team tournament allowance is $1050 per team

Alex said baseball budget was in the slightly in the black where they want to be.
Note: Final budget approved by the LARA board  on 2/7 was with fees at $290 and the budgeted amount for uniforms was $75.
Open Gyms/clinics – Kevin Stensen and Ron
10 Minutes
Kevin Stenson said he was working on open gyms and he had spoke with Coreen Agre to set some concrete dates.  Alex said kids will use nets and whiffle balls when open gyms are held places other than the middle school.  Alex suggested Stenson schedule once a week for February and up it to two or three a week in March.  Alex said he would like to stagger the ages even more than last year.  Alex told Stenson that in March he would like to see open gyms go from 6-9:30 p.m.

Uniforms - Kelly W and Kelly L


10 Minutes
Kelly Wilke then displayed a few new jersey samples.  The group agreed that the white vest with black piping looked great along with pinstripe pants.  Many voiced their approval over open cuff pants as well.  The vests were from Gold Star.  The group also agreed that a light grey wicking tshirt looked best under the vest.  Kelly agreed to get pricing on a large order of shirts.  Kelly said the price for the vest (printed) is $30 per player.  Players would be responsible for names on the back.  Kelly also showed the group a nylon hooded jacket and a coaches baseball jacket with zip off sleeves that Goldstar had given her.  The group approved of the coaches jackets and not the hooded jackets.  Alex said that Kelly should look into getting a quote for Chisago Lakes Baseball tshirts to sell as fundraising to parents.  The group agreed the shirts should be cotton.

Tryouts - Alex





10 Minutes
Tryouts are scheduled for March 24.  If weather permits, players will be able to do some skills out on the new turf field.  If not, it will be back at the middle school.  registration for baseball should begin within a week or two. Alex re-iterated that players must be registered by March 21st to tryout. Registrations will not be taken at tryouts.  If there are 12 or fewer registered on March 21st, the team will formed with those players.  Additional players may be added on a first come basis if need to fill out the roster of 12.

Baseball Manual – Ron T and Jon E


10 Minutes
Jon Erickson said the manual was really well done and would like it put on the website.  Alex said he would email the manual to all coaches for their approval.

Equipment and Bat Rules - Alex 


10 Minutes
Alex asked for a list from each coach to coordinate one master order list.

Alex said he needs 3 or 4 good helmets per team.

Jon Erickson asked if there was a memo or something that could go out to prevent kids from buying different color helmets like red and such.  Erickson also enquired about face guards being mandatory.  Alex said there was nothing planned at this point in time.

Todd Bjorkman told the group of a good bat website called JustBats.com  Alex told the group the new bat standards was on the website now.

Coaching Application - Alex



5 Minutes
Alex said he will soon put on the website and would like them filled out and sent back to him soon.

Background checks are still mandatory and this year coaches and assistants will require concussion training.  Training and certification are available on the MYAS website.

Other business

Alex told the group there will not be two 10U traveling teams this year, but possibly a 10U travel team and a 10U tournament team.

Alex agreed to look into the rake situation at all fields.

Alex told the group that MYAS was going to add a 12U A league this year.

Next Meeting





5 Minutes

Next meeting scheduled for March 5 at 7 p.m. at Zion.

