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The Maple Leaf Rag
	A publication for  and about SMAHL Travel Hockey


February 2011

W
 elcome to the Maple Leaf Rag, the official publication for the SMAHL Travel Division.  Just a reminder: your team will receive this newsletter via email.  It is the primary communications piece for the entire SMAHL Travel Division organization.  It will keep our entire association informed of SMAHL Travel Division activities and, more importantly, create unity among all teams and levels of our organizations.  We have a strong goal to build loyalty, pride and friendship among the teams in our SMAHL Travel division.  To that end, we need to communicate more fully across team lines and promote our program from within.

This is YOUR newsletter.  To make it successful, we need your input each month.  Please let us know about tournaments, special events, fundraisers, and any other interesting information going on in your team.  The contact information is at the end of the last page.  
	Recognizing Educational Achievement


Dillon Booth, who plays for the Pee Wee AA team, earned Honor Roll at St. Joe’s Sylvania for first and second quarter.  Congratulations, Dillon!
 

	SMAHL Board Conducted Parent Survey


Thank you to all who took a few minutes to respond to our recent survey.  The Travel Board was interested in hearing from you on topics ranging from player development to opinions on Tam-O-Shanter.  We received more than 50 responses!  The Board will review your thoughtful, candid input and study potential changes to our program to make it even more enjoyable for all players and their families.  Look for more on this topic in future/special issues of this newsletter.
	Tournaments and League Results


The Mite AA team (’02), coached by Mike Fielding and Jimmy Roberts, finished strong and are LCAHL League Champions!  They are currently attempting to repeat last year’s triumph as Playoff Champions.  This team also won the Regional Silver Stick tournament, and recently finished in the final eight teams at the International Silver Stick Championship in St. Clair Shores, Mich.
Final League Results
Bantam AA ’96 Morris – Howe 4 Western – tied for 7th place

Bantam A ’97 Snyder – Lidstrom 5 East – tied for 1st place
Pee Wee AA ’98 Beattie – Howe 4 West – 4th place
Pee Wee A’99 Barrow – Howe South – 5th place
Squirt AA ’00 Mankowski – Howe 1 – 8th place

Squirt A ’01 Odneal – Lidstrom South – 3rd place
Mite AA ’02 Fielding – Lidstrom 7 – 1st place
The Bantam A team, coached by Beau Barrow, won a recent Rock and Roll Cup Tournament in Cleveland.
The Bantam AA team (pictured below), coached by Ryan Morris, placed second in the CrossRoads Tournament in Chicago over MLK weekend.
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	2011 – 2012 Team Tryouts


The Board is scheduling ice for tryouts in June.  The idea is to have all teams complete three sessions in a short time span, and hopefully before vacations start!  Please consult the web site (address below) or look for email messages from the Board.  Posters will be placed in the rink as schedules are confirmed.

	Pee Wee AA Team Braves the Cold!


[image: image2.jpg]



Despite the wind, snow and bitter cold, the Sylvania ‘98 Leafs found the net 14 times in 3 games at Ottawa Park over a two-week period in early January 2011.   In games against Jackson, Birmingham and Belle Tire, the boys put their best effort forward and came out with 1-2 record.  The outdoor atmosphere, coupled with a game the day after the NHL’s own “Winter  Classic,”  created the perfect festive ending to the holiday season.   

All three games, against top-level Howe teams,  prepared the Leafs for their January 9  upset victory over the league-leading Ohio Selects in Adrian.   The Leafs finished 9-6-3 in league play, which was good for a solo fourth-place finish in the Howe 4 West division.

The Leafs took their first playoff game this past weekend with a 2-0 victory over Summit Plastics.  The boys (and parents) head to Muskegon this weekend for their second game, and finish first-round play next week with home games against the Michigan Ice Hawks and Livonia.  Both games are at Tam O’Shanter.  Come out and cheer on the ‘98 Leafs !!   
	Test Your Hockey Knowledge!


Q:  What guidelines should be followed in allowing a player to catch the puck and immediately drop it?

A:  A player is not given three seconds in which to drop the puck, nor may he take one or more strides while holding the puck. He may not fake as if to drop it somewhere else. The motion of catching, then dropping the puck, must be virtually one continuous motion. While no specific time is given in which to drop the puck, the move to get rid of it must take place immediately. In addition, “dropping” does not imply “throwing.” While a player may bat the puck the length of the ice with his hand,

he may not catch the puck and then throw it away from his body. The puck must be dropped to the ice in his immediate vicinity. [Rule Reference 615(a)]
	Meet Your Travel Board


· Mike Fielding, President 
· Open position, Treasurer 
· Brad Pfeifer, Secretary

· Kevin Mankowski, Director of Coaches

· Eric Roberts, Public Relations
· Chris Deloe, Finance
· Alex Due, Scheduler

· Jimmy Roberts, Equipment

· Greg Dewitt, Rules and Discipline 

The Board is looking to fill the Treasurer position.  If you are interested in this position, please contact Mike Fielding at Mike.Fielding@chrobinson.com.

	SMAHL Travel Division Coaches


· Bantam AA (’96)—Ryan Morris
· Bantam A (‘97)—John Snyder
· Pee Wee AA (’98)—Jim Beattie
· Pee Wee A (’99)—Beau Barrow
· Squirt AA (’00)—Kevin Mankowski
· Squirt A (’01)—Jim Odneal
· Mite AA (’02)—Mike Fielding
	Travel Board Meetings—Join Us in the Lobby Conference Room!


· Wednesday, February 9, at 7:00 p.m.

· Sunday, March 6, at 7:00 p.m.
· Sunday, April 3, at 7:00 p.m.
***Reminder:  Board Meetings are open to everyone!  If you are considering being on the Board in the future, please attend to see how the committees and meetings run.  The Board would like at least one representative from each team to attend these meetings to share information.  Please plan to attend.***

	We Need Your Information!


Every month, we need information on your team—tournament victories, player accomplishments, fundraisers…you name it!  Please contact Jane Pfeifer, editor, at jepfeifer@bex.net or (419) 829-3103 to add your news.
	Check Out Our Website


You can get all kinds of information on the SMAHL Travel Hockey program at our website:  www.sylvaniahockey.org.
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