Sammamish Lacrosse Recognized By Bellevue School District  (12/10)

I’m happy to report effective immediately, the Sammamish Lacrosse high school program is now recognized as an official  “Bellevue School District” sport.   This development is the result of hard work on the part of our club and will result in some significant improvements in the way our high school team(s) will function going forward.  Earlier in the year, we approached the City of Bellevue and the Bellevue School District (BSD) and asked to have existing written policies and procedures amended to include Sammamish Lacrosse as a District sport.  As a District sport, our high school lacrosse program will be treated more like a WIAA sport (football, basketball, baseball, etc.) as opposed to a “club” sport.  There are several benefits associated with our new status including: reduced field expenses, priority in field scheduling, eligibility of all high school players to letter in lacrosse, standardized eligibility requirements, access to a sports trainer and others.  Although the new BSD policy refers to lacrosse as a “non-WIAA” sport, this new designation brings lacrosse one step closer to ultimately being recognized by the WIAA.  Because our new status requires that an athletic director (AD) play an oversight role on the high school team, Newport High School is now our “home” high school.  Newport was selected because of the small majority of players on this year’s roster who attend Newport.  The AD at Newport is Gill James.  Our new AD will play an active role in managing the high school coaching staff and player eligibility issues.   Eligibility rules will include, but are not limited to, medical clearances, a minimum GPA, and adherence to a code of conduct.  Despite our affiliation with Newport HS, the name of the club (and the high school team) will remain “Sammamish” at least for the entire 2011 season.  Our “home” high school could change in the future depending on the composition of players on the roster.    

The new policy will also result in the same benefits to BeLax, the East Bellevue girls lacrosse club. 

In closing , this development is a significant and very positive landmark in the chronology of the club.  I’m excited to see how we will function under the new policy this coming season and I ask for your support in helping with the transition.  In the meanwhile, we’ve provided some additional information below to provide a better understanding of how the new policy will impact our club.  Please feel free to contact me directly with any questions or comments at: wcornell@geonerco.com.

Happy Holidays and

GO SLC!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!    

Bill Cornell
President, Sammamish Lacrosse 

FAQs


1. What impact does the new policy have on youth lacrosse?  There will be little to no impact on the youth (3/4 to 7/8) part of the program.  
1. Where will high school practices be held and games played?  Although we will receive priority field scheduling at Newport, the school will likely be unable to host all practices and games.  As in years past, we will utilize other District (Sammamish, Interlake) and City (Robinswood and Wilburton) facilities.  
1. My son does not attend Newport HS.  Will he still be able to play for SLC?  Yes; the new policy will not alter the “play for” rules already in place.  Athletes who attend Sammamish, Interlake, Newport or International School are eligible to play for Sammamish Lacrosse. 
1. My son attends Interlake HS.  Can he letter in lacrosse?  Yes. Players who are earn letters will receive a letter from their respective high school.  
1. How does my son become “eligible” to play a District sport? Athletes must complete a packet of materials and submit them to the AD at their high school no later than February 18.  Among other requirements are a medical clearance (obtained from your family doctor) and confirmation by the AD that the student is in good standing.  All players who are registered to play for Sammamish Lacrosse will need to pick up eligibility packets from their respective High School AD offices and return them back to their AD.  CAUTION: Players who have not submitted completed eligibility packages by the February 18 deadline will not be able to play!!  Coach Farrar will be holding a  mandatory player meeting the week of January 10th. Stay tuned for time/place information as it gets worked out.
1. What additional costs should I expect to pay?  Because lacrosse is still 100% self funded, players who have paid their registration fees to SLC will not have to pay the school to be eligible.
1. My son attends a private school and plays for Sammamish Lacrosse. How will he be affected?  Players who attend private schools must still me the BSD eligibility requirements in order to play lacrosse.  This means that your son will need to complete the eligibility forms and make arrangements to have his school transcript supplied to the AD in order to verify compliance. 

