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NORTHERN 

PLAINS

DISTRICT
PLAYOFF HANDBOOK

2011 NATIONAL TOURNAMENTS

Northern Plains (NP) District Playoff Handbook
Girls/Women 

1.  Player Registration: All national tournament bound teams and players must be registered with USA Hockey and be a member in good standing of an affiliate association on or before December 31 of the playing season.  Player changes to the official team roster for national tournament bound teams will not be accepted after December 31.
2. Team Manager: All national tournament bound teams are required to have a team manager who is custodian of all team documents.  The team manager must be registered & listed as a coach if they are to be on the team bench or participate in on ice practices.
3. Coaching Education Requirements: Level 4 coaching certification is required for national tournament bound teams.  In addition, each coach must have signed the “Ethics Code Agreement”.

4. District Playoff: NP District will conduct a “District Playoff” when two or more teams in a division are approved to vie for representation of the NP District at their appropriate national tournament.
5. District Playoff Director: The NP District Tournament Director.

6. Championship Director: A USA Hockey Northern Plains District Director or his designee from the District.

7. Playoff Tournament Site and dates: Dates & tournament site will be determined by the NP District Girls/Women’s Section Committee, subject to approval of the NP District Presidents.  Once the site is selected, the NP District Tournament Director will be in charge of all activities leading up to the tournament.

8. Tournament Guidelines:

a. Team/Player Eligibility/Registration

1. Players and registered team members properly classified shall be eligible to participate in district tournaments. See in the USA Hockey’s:

(a.) RULES & REGULATIONS, SECTION III. CLASSIFACTION, Subsections Youth, Girls/Women.


(b.) RULES & REGULATIONS, SECTION IV, Team Membership and 
Registration.

2. The team shall be certified by its appropriate registrar (form 2-C, team roster certification) to have complied with all eligibility requirements.

3. Copy of government issued birth certificate, verification of birth, or copy of a passport identification page for each rostered player, is required.  

4. The team’s certified player roster must be in the hands of the NP District Tournament Director thirty (30) days before the playoff series starts.

5. The team and each rostered team member must be eligible to participate in district championships in order to participate in the national championships.

6. Number of Games for Eligibility (for districts & nationals)

a. Each team must have competed as a team unit in at least fourteen (14) games (girls/women’s teams).

b. Each player must have played in at least ten (10) games during the season, and at least 2 weeks prior to the NP District playoff series.
c. For score sheets to count in meeting this 14/10 rule for girls/women’s, that teams roster form (1-T) must be certified by the appropriate registrar or his/her designee prior to that game being played.  Player changes to the official team roster will not be accepted after December 31.  Issues as to game count will be resolved by a NP District committee.
d. A game is a match played against another team which is registered with a member organization of the IIHF of the same competitive level and officiated by registered officials.  A game shall consist of at least three (3) periods, except where the game is interrupted, (by some unforeseen event) after two (2) periods have been completed.
7. Ineligible Coaches/Player(s) – Any coach of a team that knowingly plays an ineligible player(s) shall be suspended from coaching in any games that lead to a district or national championship in the current hockey season.  There is an appeal procedure in place to deal with ineligibilities, which requires a $500 bond.
b. Number and qualifications of teams:

1. The qualifying procedure and number of teams and the entry of a host team shall be determined by the NP District Tournament Committee.

2. The host shall be allowed an entry at the NP District Playoffs.
c. Entry Fees:

1. District: $600. Payable to Northern Plains District.

2. National: None.
d. Number of Players: A maxium of twenty (20) players, including goalkeepers, shall be permitted to play in a game.  The maximum number of players, excluding goalkeepers, shall not exceed eighteen (18).
e. Playing Rules: The official USA Hockey playing rules shall be used. No protests shall be permitted on the playing rules.
f. Notification of Intent to Enter Team(s):
1. Affiliate associations shall signify their intent of entering a team in the District playoff by December 31st of the playing season thru their State President.

2. A District shall signify their intention of entering a team or teams in the national championship, in writing, to USA Hockey with a copy to the Youth Council chair by October 15th of the current season.  
3. Once declared, the district must compete in the national championships or be subject to a one-year suspension from future championship eligibility by the USA Hockey Board of Directors.

a. Participation in USA Hockey district championship play shall be 
at the discretion of USA Hockey affiliate associations, subject to 
rules with regard to notice, etc.  No affiliate shall be forced to 
participate in district playoffs.
g. Awards: No all-tournament teams will be selected.
h. Uniforms:  All teams entered must be properly uniformed.  Home team shall wear light jerseys; visiting team shall wear dark in all games.
i. Completion Dates:  All district tournaments must be completed not less than fourteen (14) days prior to the first day of the National Championships.
j. Time Between Games:

1. It is recommended that no team shall be required to play a second game in one day against a team playing its first game on that day.

2. It is recommended that there shall be a minimum of four (4) hours between games played on the same day & twelve (12) hours on games played on consecutive days.
k. Age Classifications:  To be eligible to compete during the 2010-11 season, a player must have been born during the year indicated below:

19 & under
1991 or thereafter

16 & under
1994 or thereafter

14 & under
1996 or thereafter
l. Pairings :

1. The tournament format and schedule of games, including home & visiting team designations, shall be set by the NP District Tournament Director and approved by the national championship director no less than thirty (30) days prior to the first game of the NP District Tournament.
2. The schedule of games shall be sent to all qualified teams no less than ten (10) days in advance of the first game.  In any event, the game schedule shall be posted on the NP District Web site.
m. Requirements to Host a District Playoff/Tournament:
1. A on-site Tournament Manager shall be appointed by the host   

     to coordinate with the NP District Tournament Director.
2. A sufficient amount of ice time shall be provided to comply with the regulations which permit a maximum number of games per day per team
3. Host shall provide all off-ice tournament personnel required to conduct the games.

4. Accommodations for each team shall be arranged for a first class facility at the best possible rate.  These accommodations shall be enough to house twenty-five (25) people per team with two to a room.

5. No transportation will be provided by the host.
6. There shall be in attendance at all games a certified athletic trainer, emergency medical technician (EMT), paramedic, registered nurse or medical or osteopathic physician and any additional persons who have successfully completed and maintained certification for programs conducted by the ARC,AHA, AFA,CPR, BLS.
7. The host shall be responsible for making any additional arrangements for medical care beyond emergency treatment at the arena, the cost of which shall be the responsibility of the player’s team or parents.

8. The host shall provide one room for the lodging of the USA Hockey Tournament Director (Championship Director), NP District Girls/Women’s Section Representative, & the NP District Tournament Director.

n. Method of Determining Champions

1. The NP District Tournament Director shall formulate the tournament format and game schedule.

2. NP District Playoff formats & schedules must be approved by the national championship director no less than fourteen (14) days prior to the tournament.
3. Overtime Games:

a. If any non-championship game is tied following regulation play, teams will remain on the ice, will not change ends, and after a three minute rest period, utilize five (5) minute sudden death overtime periods until a winner is determined.   Ice will be resurfaced in-between every two (2) overtime periods.
b. If the championship game is tied following regulation play, teams will remain on the ice, will not change ends, and after a three minute rest period, utilize ten (10) minute sudden death overtime periods until a winner is determined.   Ice will be resurfaced in-between every two (2) overtime periods.
o. Credential Requirements of Teams for Districts and Nationals

1. A Credentials Committee shall be appointed by the NP District Tournament Director to verify each team’s eligibility.  The Committee shall be chaired by the NP District Registrar or his designee.

2. Team credentials must be submitted at least thirty (30) days prior to the start of the NP District tournament.

3. The credentials committee shall announce time & place for the credentials meeting at least 30 days prior to the start of the NP District tournament.

4. Failure to have a representative present at the meeting will result in disciplinary action and/or forfeiture of games.
5. Each team is required to furnish the Committee the following items:

a. Copy of Birth Certificate for each player.

b. USA Hockey certified player roster form (1-T).

c. USA Hockey waiver & release for each player & team manager (not required for participants who registered online).

d. Sanctioned game score sheets to verify compliance with 14/10 eligibility rule for team & rostered player.

e. USA Hockey “Consent to Treat” form for each rostered player.

f. USA Hockey IMR form. (Not required when the teams certified player roster form (1-T) has been printed through the USA Hockey registration software.

g. A coaching education credential for each coach at the level mandated by USA Hockey.

h. Completed “code of conduct” for each participant and team manager.

i. Legal residency issues completed for non-U.S. citizens if any.

j. Credentials Verification Report (Form 1-C)
A copy of the team player roster registration form (1-T) for each team shall be available upon request.  If a player is determined to be ineligible before, during, or after the tournament, the team shall be required to forfeit games played by that player.  If the manager or coach was aware of the situation, they shall be subject to suspension.
p. Time Periods (all stop time in minutes) and Ice Clean Requirements.  

1. Girls/Women’s:


           1, 2, 3




Penalties

      Class        Period
Overtime    
Minor

Major

Misconduct

14 & Under
16             5/10

     2

      5

         10            


16 & Under
17
    5/10

     2

      5

         10       

18 & Under
17
    5/10

     2

      5

         10      

19 & Under
17
    5/10

     2

      5

         10
2. Ice shall be cleaned at least every two periods and before each game.
q. Referees
1. The three-person system shall be used.

2. All referees and linesmen shall be assigned by the NP District Referee-in-Chief, or his appointee.

3. All referees and linesmen must hold at least a Level 3 classification.

4. The NP District Referee-in-Chief, or his appointee, shall be in attendance at all games to supervise officials.  He/she shall not be eligible to officiate in any games.

5. All referees and linesmen are required to wear only the USA Hockey crest on their referee sweaters.
r. Discipline Committee

1. Shall be composed of three (3) people and is appointed by the NP District Tournament Director prior to the first game.  Members may not come from the same community.

2. The committee shall be responsible for deciding any action to be taken in the case of a game misconduct or match penalty.
s. Disputes/Operation of Tournament

1. After commencement of the first game, the NP District Referee-in-Chief or his/her appointee shall act as the final arbitrator in all disputes involving interpretation of the playing rules.

2. For any other decision, other than playing rules interpretation, with regard to the operation of the tournament, the NP District Tournament Director shall have the final authority to make the appropriate decision.
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