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Press Release

Congressman Tom Price is again Honorary Chairman for Holiday for Hope Atlanta 2011

The Holiday for Hope Atlanta 2011 event will provide Christmas for 1000 extreme poverty and homeless children

Marietta, GA, October 6, 2011:  The American Youth Council, Inc. today announced the continuation of a partnership with the Dreams For Kids organization for the Holiday For Hope event.  The American Youth Council, Inc. is a Georgia youth development non-profit organization, with a focus on character development through youth sports.  Dreams for Kids, Inc. is a Chicago-based children’s charity which for over 20 years has provided youth empowerment programs for children living in poverty and with disabilities.

 Congressman Tom Price, will once again serve as Honorary Chairman of the Holiday for Hope Atlanta 2011 event.  Congressman Price, who represents the 6th congressional district in Georgia, was first elected to Congress in November 2004. He was re-elected with broad support in 2006 and 2008.  Prior to going to Washington, Price served four terms in the Georgia State Senate – two as Minority Whip. In 2002, he became the first Republican Majority Leader in the history of Georgia.  He has a long history of service to the community, as past President of the Roswell Rotary Club and has served on Boards of the North Fulton Chamber of Commerce, Orchestra Atlanta, the Arthritis Foundation, and the North Metro YMCA.  He is a member of the Georgia Ensemble Theater, Roswell Clean and Beautiful, and the Chattahoochee Nature Center.

Today, in its 21st year,  Holiday for Hope is the largest holiday event of its kind in the world. HFH has over 1,000 homeless and severely underprivileged kids celebrating in Chicago and similar events hosted in countries all over the world.  AYC is partnered with the Children’s Restoration Network of Atlanta to invite the 2200+ children they serve in 135 group homes and shelters across the Atlanta metro area.

The Holiday For Hope Atlanta event is held at the Cumberland Community Church in Smyrna,  GA, which has generously donated their entire facility to the event.  The children at the event will be treated to games, crafts, face-painting, music, clowns, cookie-decorating, a Christmas dinner, and a visit and gifts from Santa.  Hundreds of Atlanta area volunteers will donate time, including Girl Scout troops, Boy Scout troops, corporate groups, families and individuals.

The American Youth Council, Inc. will synchronize the Holiday for Hope Atlanta 2011 event with its premier high school football all-star event, the Cobb Senior Bowl V.  The 100 athletes in the event will assist with gift-wrapping and participate with the children and families at the event, which is scheduled for December 10, 2011. All Georgia athletes, schools and families who participate in AYC youth sports events will be invited to participate along with members of the community, social services agencies, city and county governments, businesses, and non profit organizations.

Holiday for Hope President and Founder Tom Touhy attended DePaul University and graduated with honors with a Bachelors of Science degree.  While attending DePaul Law School, Tom studied at Cambridge University in England and returned to DePaul to receive his Juris Doctorate.  At the peak of his law career, after determining he could make the most significant difference through the global expansion of Dreams for Kids, Tom assumed full time responsibility with the youth organization he founded.

Tom serves on the Boards of Clara’s House Shelter, West Englewood United Organization, Jesse White Tumbling Team and Scholars, and Linus Foundation. He is a founding member of DePaul University Mentor Advisory Board and a member of the Chicago Council on Global Affairs.

Tom has been recognized by several organizations for his work on behalf of children. He was selected by the Illinois Crime Commission as "Citizen of the Year and chosen as the Emerald Society Person of the Year. In 2005, Tom was featured as one of WGN's Unsung Heroes. Tom speaks extensively to business organizations, labor unions, student groups and educators.
Organizers of the Holiday for Hope Atlanta 2011 event are Dr. Michael and Martha Siano, founders of Xecute Consulting Partners, which conceived, developed, and launched the American Youth Council, Inc. where they are Executive Director and Director of Program Development.  Michael is a Syracuse football All American Wide Receiver, and Martha is the former President of the East Cobb Civic Association. 

 www.xecuteconsulting.com                                                     www.childrn.org 

 www.americanyouthcouncil.org/holidayforhope.html            www.dreamsforkids.org 
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