Letter to the editor

To:	Tri-Town Transcript
From:	Sean Fennell, Chairman, Haynes Land Advisory Committee
Date:	October, 2010

The Town of Boxford has a shortage of athletic fields.  As detailed at previous town meetings, only half of the demand hours are currently met.  If your children play Babe Ruth baseball, field hockey, football, or lacrosse, you leave Boxford for many (sometimes all) of your practices and games.  The trend toward multi-season programs is adding to the demand and leaving little time for turf repair and rest.  If you have expressed interest in forming new leagues, you have been turned away because there is no place to play.

The proposed Haynes athletic fields project consists of 3 new irrigated natural turf fields, 2 of the proposed fields will be multi-purpose athletic fields 210’ wide x 360’ long designed to accommodate all sports in addition to a full size Babe Ruth baseball field and associated roadways and parking areas. 

At the October 23, 2007 Special Town meeting voters authorized the selectman to spend $3,250,000 from Boxford’s Community Preservation Fund to acquire the 75.5 acre Haynes parcel for use as open space, athletic fields and affordable housing.

The charge of the Haynes Land Advisory Committee (HLAC) as voted by the Board of Selectmen on October 29, 2007 and amended on August 25, 2008 was in part to ‘develop recommendations for use of the property.’

In 2008, 2009 and 2010 the HLAC oversaw the production of schematic plans and state permitting of the athletic field portion of the project. Members of the HLAC invested substantial volunteer time successfully pursuing State permitting of the project and production of detailed professional design documents. 

Efforts to date, in conjunction with those of paid civil engineering and land survey consultants, have put the athletic field project in a position where our professional consultants (Neve-Morin Group, Inc.), who have extensive experience permitting other projects in Boxford, feel that the project, as currently conceived in its schematic design state, will meet Town permitting by-laws.

At the May 2010 Town Meeting voters authorized the athletic field portion of the project to proceed separately from the open space and affordable housing portions of the land.

In May 2010 a request for proposals was prepared by HLAC with the assistance of the Town Managers office. An RFP was publically advertised in the central register, a site walk was held and finally proposals were received from 5 design firms on July 13, 2010. The HLAC interviewed three firms and selected Huntress Associates, Inc. of Andover as the top ranked firm. 

At the October 26, 2010 Special Town Meeting the HLAC has put forth a warrant article that will ask voters to authorize the expenditure of $369,300 from Boxford’s Community Preservation Fund to pay for the cost of developing detailed plans and specifications, permitting the project as well as publically bidding the project for the 3 athletic fields as well as associated roadway and parking areas. This amount includes costs for landscape architecture, civil engineering, land survey, specialty consultants, peer review as well as contingencies.

If approved, the HLAC will work with the designer and Town regulatory Boards to permit the project through 2011 with the goal of having a fully permitted project in the Spring of 2012 after which we will publicly advertise and bid the project and return to Town meeting in the Fall of 2012 to request funds be appropriated for construction funding.

The Haynes Land Advisory Committee requests your support of this important project.
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