Vote for Fields - FAQs

If I vote for fields am I voting for housing?
NO – Housing is not linked to the athletic field project.

If I vote “YES” on Article 8 am I voting to build the fields?
NO – You are voting to allow the Haynes Land Advisory Committee (HLAC) to take the next step in the planning process, producing detailed plans and specifications.  Town meeting votes in 2012 will be required before construction can begin.

Why is it so expensive for design, development and construction documents?
The funds we are requesting for this phase of the project are significantly less than the going rate.  Our costs are nearly 50% less, primarily a result of the generous contribution of time and expertise by HLAC members, who donated their professional skills and resources during the earlier design phases of the project.  We are thankful to have several subject matter experts on the HLAC team.  

Will my kids ever get to play on these fields?
A “YES” vote will certainly increase the chances of it happening within the next 2 to 3 years.  The fields where our kids play today are the result of the efforts of others.  We are benefiting from their hard work in years past.  Now we can do the same for the younger kids in town and future generations.

Why did we spend $3.25m to buy land for athletic fields?
Most of the 75 acres that were purchased will be preserved as open space.  The portion designated for recreation use is 25 acres (15 of which will be athletic fields).  The portion of the purchase price for fields is less than $1m.

What is the return on investment? 
Providing a variety of youth sports programs in close proximity to where we live enhances a family’s quality of life.  After education, youth sports have the highest participation rate of all the community offerings in Boxford.  Schools, libraries, public beaches, trails, open space, municipal facilities, AND athletic fields contribute to a town’s “ambiance.”  Young families are attracted to communities with a strong infrastructure.  This demand drives real estate values higher for everyone, even those who do not directly make use of all the offerings.

Are there other, more suitable, locations for new fields?
Perhaps, but they would be many years away.  Now is the time.  It is not often that land becomes available that is suitable for fields and without usage restrictions.  Furthermore, many of Boxford’s athletic fields lie nestled in wooded areas.  The fields planned for the Haynes parcel are off the beaten path, not visible to any drive-by traffic.  

Are there any environmental disruptions we should be concerned about?
Our Conservation Commission is diligent in its efforts to protect wildlife, water supplies, geological formations, etc.  Their approval, as well as the approval of several other Boxford boards, is required before construction can begin.  The HLAC is working closely with National Heritage and has received approval to proceed.

I thought school enrollment is declining in town.  Why do we need more fields?
There is currently very little field space for Field Hockey, Football, and Lacrosse.  Their participants leave Boxford to play.  Many outdoor sports are now offering programs in multiple seasons.  We also have requests for new programs (Adult Soccer & Lacrosse, Flag Football, Ultimate Frisbee).  We are only accommodating half of the current needs for fields.  

What are the consequences of not building more fields in Boxford?
Many would continue to drive out of town to play or we would cut back on the amount of time existing programs are on the fields to accommodate unmet demand.  Maintenance fees will rise, to repair and renovate over-used fields.

I heard we will need to truck in large volumes of fill, which is very expensive?
Taking material in and out of the site is a common occurrence.  Costs are in line with many field construction projects.


Why didn't we build on other parcels in town?
The land was either unsuitable for playing fields or it came with restrictions. 
