MinutesArizona Amateur Hockey Association 

Monthly Meeting at Polar Ice Peoria
Monday, March 8, 2010

Dial in: 800-820-4690 - Code: 9999344 #

· Call to order Jon Brooks, Mary Steward, Kristy Aguirre, Sean Bonini, Tony Radke, Sean Bonini has proxy, Joe Petruzzella, Becky Taylor with Evan Garilles proxy, Jim Rogers, Geoff Pashkowski, Donnalee Jerome, Larry Gibson, Robert Albury, Herb Haley
· Dial in to Conference call if needed Rich Caruso, Roger Del Fiacco, Chris Kenny, Scott Storkan
· Establish a quorum (9)
· Approval of the agenda 
· Approval of the previous meeting minutes Minutes for February – MOTION made Kristy, Rogers 2nd
· Treasurers Report January Budget vs Actual – ended with 35245.  Still predic t 153500.  Feb. Budget vs Actual have deposited 45381.05,  49824.63 expenses.  Tournament fees budget 7900, actual came in under budget at 7750.00.  20288, 18270.38.  2000 will be left.  Balance sheet shows assests of 52,906.66, fixed assets 15327.15.  Total assets 68233.81 Several refunds were made for state play downs.  MOTION made Jim Rogers, 2nd  Becky Taylor, Evan Garilles proxy. Roger Del Fiacco states concern regarding how the finances are handled, audits, two signatures on checks, etc.  Mary states she writes all the checks, deposits.  Each month she sends a report to accountant, she submits the reports etc, for the board.  Jon states that it has been a year and a half since USA Hockey has completed an audit of AAHA board finances.  Roger suggets we perform and audit at the cost of $10000 - $20000.  Jon asks if Roger would be willing to head a committee regarding finances.  Roger agrees to form committee Jim Rogers, Jon Brooks will be on committee.  Will meet teleconference or in person.  MOTION Petruzzella, Rogers 2nd.  Any financial committee suggestions will go to full board for review.  Chris Kenny recommends to have two signers on the checking account.  
· Coaching Report Larry Gibson states May 1st in Gilbert, August 28th, Lev. 3 Sep 18, Oct 23, Nov 20.  25 -30 coaches per clinic.  USA hockey online schedule – says Arcadia, but would like to move around to different rinks.  Levels last for 3 seasons,  Level 2 and 3 will continue to happen between Sept and Dec.  Lev 3 Larry likes to have the Level 5 coaches come in to speak at the lev 3.  Larry lev 2 Sept 11, Oct 2nd.  Getting new materials, and looking to put into form.  Oct 3 Nov 20 level 3.  Sometime in July, Larry would like to put a clinic together for Flagstaff and Prescott, Lev 2 and 3., possibly in Prescott.  RM level 4 clinic Sept 10-12 in Frisco TX.  Level 3 recertification Dave Peterson clinic, Jon would like to get this together. If we could do it at no charge, that would be best.  Robert Albury question posed if there is any training to coaches as to how to communicate with officials.  Larry states, nothing officially is stated in curriculum, but is mentioned verbally.  Larry will coordinate with Bob and review the possibility of adding verbage.  Al Bloomer asked Larry if he could help cover May 5-9.   Roger said he was participating in the Northern Plains camp, he offered to go in place of Larry, but Larry states he is already committed and thank you for the gesture.  Jon suggests Roger contact Al Bloomer to offer his services/time.  Larry will get with Tom and will see if there is anyone else who can go in his place.  Larry requests permission to receive a new laptop.  Mary Stewart$ 649.99 with instant rebate, plus taxes $656.20.  Hooks up to his projection screen that Larry uses at all his clinics. MOTION Roger Del Fiacco, 2nd Jim Rogers.
· Officiating Report Robert says made it through all playdowns without any match penalties.  One recent match penalty called and they are working with it.  Player with U18 Firebirds with 4 game suspension.  There is nothing Robert can do.  Face mask, fight, two majors, 5 penalites etc.  The player would be sitting for 3 more games including Nationals.  Rich Caruso says the kid would not stop, the officials kept warning him and asking him to refrain, but he would not.  Jon asks how do we report to Nationals, Donnalee says she will report it with all the documentation.  The named player is Shane Ellis.  Mary reads a letter from Shawn Babbin asking why the state tournament used the PIHRA referees instead of all referee associations.  He is asking in the light of fairness, he would like to see if opened.  Also, schedules were unfair.  The state has no control over how many teams are entered, and it was Arcadia’s turn to host, single sheet facility, that is how the schedule was formed.  Geoff states the schedule was made fairly on a draw, no specific placements.  Geoff admits if this event was played at a two sheet facility, then the schedule would have been different. The consideration will be given going forward.  Jon states, we follow USA Hockey scheduling rules, and there were no violations in the rules. All referees were level 4 for Tier 1 games.  Jon states, years past we had blended officials teams this year, we did not. Scott Leeseberg and Herb Haley have both given all names of officials to Robert prior to tournaments.  Maybe there should be just one officials association.  Jon asks Robert to research how other associaitons
· Registrars Report 4046 players playing.  551 unclaimed players.  The process of certification went very smoothly.  All teams have their books for their national trips, she is waiting on the U18 teams.  Laura Caruso will get hers directly.  Tier 1 Peewee and Bantam books ready.  
· Old Business

· Rocky Mountain Tier 1 Championships in Arizona  

· State Playoffs Tier 2  – Positive responses .  There will not be a second team at the U16, or the U14.

· Update on State Player Development Camp - Registration and schedule posted to azamateurhockey.org and requested email to go out from USA Hockey.  33 registrations over all divisions have already been received. Thursday  will be a referee power skating class.  USA Hockey is sending 2 instructors down to help.  Referees are needed in Chandler and Ice Den.  Mark has coaches ready.  No scorekeepers, coaches with whistle.
· Review plans for the Adult State Playoffs will be held June 14 to 19 at Ice Den and Arcadia at a cost of $299.  Change of date.  The flyer should be done, fee reduced from $499 to $299.  

· Need to set a day and time for the Girls and Women’s State Planning and Information Meeting in mid April April 24th 3:00 pmis the first available date without conflicts.  Radisson or Crown Plaza.

· Need to get bids from the hockey equipment providers to expand Kids First to Kids First Plus and Adult First Scott Storkan states for the older kids, would we be sending equipment to the rinks, 120 sets of equipment total $125-$150 each set of equipment.  100 sets only, Ice Den doesn’t want equipment.  Oceanside, Arcadia, Gilbert, Peoria, Chandler.  Jerseys – Scott needs to get approved.  AAHA is prepared to buy the jerseys for the first year.  Coyotes would be able to host registration on their site.  Geoff states he is in favor of providing equipment etc, to youth, but not to the adult because the adults do not come in under USA Hockey.  Donnalee suggests we offer a clinic for the adults and see what level of interest and commitment we would have and then open it up.  Scott says all Kids First clinics have been sold out.  If you get more than 50 players on the clinic, its too difficult to retain players after that.   We need to have equipment,  every rink has 50 sets.  Gilbert has 75 sets.  7 rinks are participating.  10-12 year old sets 20 sets per rink would be fine.  We could blend the programs and split the ice, due to ice availability.  Put the adult program on hold.  One goal sticks they paid $7 a stick.  Hockey Heros game date, not looking good.  Trophies are on order, if we can’t do it during a game, we will do it some other way.

· Review the Arizona Player Commitment letter and Player Release letter for use next season Jon sent edited letters for commitment and release letter.  3 part carbon form.  You can move team to team within organization, but not between associations.  Donnalee shares a concern about Junior players being rostered and playing at the tier level.  Jon asks for us to return to our associations and bring back feedback to board meeting next month.   If a player and a parent have an issue, the first stop would be association, if there is no remedy, it would go to the state board.   Chris shares that would be a challenge to review because of the conflict of interest.  The state would hold the letters, post results.  This would in Chris’s opinion make the state judge and jury and would provide conflict at the state level.

· New business
· USA Hockey would like to schedule a ADM mite cross ice instructional program and coaches and parent meeting in Arizona – need to identify host rink and look at dates in April or May.  Joe Doyle setting a date in the fall, maybe in September.  Setting an Arizona coaching day with association coaches at Coyote arena.  Scott is willing to partner with the state with the date in April or May.  Exposure before the 10-11 season starts would be preferred.  Arcadia has offered to host it.  

· USA Hockey would like to schedule a meeting with all rinks and associations to explore new “grow the game” initiatives and help us schedule events for summer and fall – looking at last weekend in April  Courtney will be down.

· Request from Larry Gibson for a new computer for use at the Coaching Certification Clinics MOTION made, Approved

· Review Loan Request from High School hockey until their Crime Insurance is received  WITHDRAWN  High school had a theft issue and is going through the process with police, insurance, etc.  This prompts us to work with our associations to make sure they have safeguards etc in place.  

· Review financial safeguards and procedures that should be in place with all Arizona Associations Jon will send a note out to each association to provide feedback regarding how their finances are being handled.

· Discussion of restricting player movement from Association to Association will table until next meeting.  Does go hand in hand with State Level Commitment /Release letter.

Adjourn 9:00 pm

· Reports

· State Player Development Committee

· State Play down Committee

· ACE Program

· Background Check Process

· By-law and Policy Review Committee

· Vice President’s Report

· President’s Report

· Future State AAHA Board Meetings at the Arcadia, Alltel Ice Den and Polar Peoria

· Monday, April 12, 2010 at Arcadia

· Monday, May 10, 2010 at Ice Den

· Future Rocky Mountain District Conference Calls at 6 PM

· Tuesday, March 9, 2010
· Tuesday, April 13, 2010

· Tuesday, May 11, 2010
· Future State AAHA Events

· Arizona Youth Player Development Camp – March 29 to April 3, 2010 – All Rinks to participate
· Arizona Adult Player Development Camp – March 29 to April 3, 2010 at the Ice Den and Arcadia
· Arizona Adult State Championships – May 14-19, 2010 at Ice Den and Arcadia

· Future USA Hockey Events

· Rocky Mountain Youth Tier 1 Championships in Arizona at the Ice Den – March 11 - 14, 2010

· USA Hockey National Championships – April 7-11, 2010

· Rocky Mountain District Player Development Camp in Utah – April 5 – April 9th 

· USA Hockey Annual Meeting in Colorado Springs – June 10-13, 2010

· Rocky Mountain Annual Meeting in Colorado Springs – August 20-22, 2010
