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We celebrate with the 76 students 
and their families who completed 
the Confirmation program at 
Trinity and were confirmed on 
October 25. These students are 

such a blessing to the world as 
they live out their gifts for God. 
From milestone moments at Camp 
Quadna to our weekly discussions 
on Wednesday nights, this group 

has truly bonded with each other 
and Christ. We all look forward 
to the continuing impact they 
will make on our community 
and the world. God bless these 
Confirmands as they follow Jesus 
to new adventures in life and faith. 
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A special thanks to the leaders that stood 
by these Confirmands for three years. 
They are full of grace, patience, wisdom, 
fun and creativity. Thank You.
•  Kristy Bjerk
•  Dave Brynestad
•  Pete Clements
•  Colleen Click
•  Lisa Corcoran
•  Siri Erickson
•  Will Esch
•  Lisa Holsten
•  Julie Jolivette
•  Amy Kroening

•  Kris Linner
•  Jill Longnecker
•  Melinda Marson
•  Cheryl Mulhausen
•  Eric Olsen
•  Gretchen Perkins
•  Mickie Reinke
•  Jeff Roettger
•  Karen Shoemaker
•  Connie Seifert

2009

Alicia Marie Doerr
Jordan Clare Duncan
Emily Margaret Dziuk
Greta Louise Erickson
Chad Michael Grady
Luke Guild
Kayla Lynn Hansch
Alicia Taylor Hanson
Jackson Douglas Hein
Anthony Michael Hoffbeck
Cody William Holsten
Samantha Taylor Hoppe
Renee Ann Jennings
Elizabeth Jensen 
Benjamin D. Johnson
Evan S. Johnson
Andrew Derik Juen
Kyler Troy Kammueller
Rebecca Lorne Kaye
Justin Patrick Kearney

Kasia Anderson
Jordan Gunnar Berglund
Natalie Rae Bergstrom
Andrew Ronald Birkholz
Eli Thomas Bjerk
Katherine Anne Brothern
Samuel David Brynestad
Courtney Lynn Castleberry
Avery Christenson
Nicholas Thomas Christianson
Matthew Ryan Chu
Charles Wagner Clements
Robert John Click
Eric Richard Corcoran
Connor Danford
Erika Lyn Damsgard
Christina McCauley Dietmeier

Brady Michael King
Shauna Kivel
Ehren Todd Kluge
Cassie Jane Knudsen
Matthew Michael Korlin-Downs
Karli Kreutzfeldt
Haley Kristine Kroening
Kaitlin Therese Lahr
Christina Pauline LeCloux
Jacob C. Levesque
Abby Angela Longnecker
Kassandra L. C. Lyng
Sarah Christine Mardaus
Anna Elizabeth Marson
Hunter Miesen
Hannah Leigh Mulhausen
Haley Rose Olson
Jeffrey Perkins 
Claire Josephine Petersen
Eliza Ruth Pommer
John Adam Quarberg
Nathan Elliot Michael Randall

Kaitlyn Ann Reed
Allison Nicole Reinke
Thomas Sanders
Samuel Timothy Schmidt
Carley Alexandra Seibel
Scott Albert Seifert
Dakota Mae Severance
Sara Jean Shoemaker
Stephanie Nicole Sneden
Nicole L. Stiff
Angela Lynn Tri-Tukua
Matthew Wagenius
Jordan Matthew Wehking
Derek Jon Wilson
Mariah Mattison Woltman
Alexandra Lynn Zeuli



PASTOR DAN
POFFENBERGER
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Thank You

What if in morning when I wake up 
Even before I fill my coffee cup 
I said, thank You 
Thank You 

What if I look at the day and the hours 
ahead 
And before I move forward I bowed my 
head 
And said, thank You 
Oh I said, thank You 

What if I looked at my life in a different 
way 
Took a little more time to stop and pray 
I know it would change all the moments 
in between 
So here I go 

Thank You for everything 
Thank You for loving me 
It don’t even matter what tomorrow 
brings 
Well I will sing my 

Thank You for sun and rain 
For what You give and take away 
For all Your goodness I will always say 
Thank You 
Oh I’ll say, thank You 

What if I lost everything that I had 
I could smile and somehow still be glad 
And say, thank You 
Thank you 

‘Cause life is joy, life is pain 
But the prayer on my heart will never 
change 
I say, thank You 
Oh I’ll say, thank You

“Thank you” by 33 miles

What a wonderful song! If you are a part of the Sunday, 10:30 a.m. worshiping 
community, you are familiar with this song as we have featured it during the 
month of November. It is a song that captures a real part of the Christian life – 
a life of gratitude and thankfulness rooted in the awareness of the goodness and 
love of God.  

The attribute of thankfulness is such a beautiful aspect of the Christian life. It 
can make a person shine, and is an attitude that connects us with humility, awe 
and leads to generosity and grace. A thankful heart opens up our eyes so that 
we see the world differently. It affects our hands as they loosen their grip on 
the things we hoard and protect and instead open up in thankfulness. Our lives 
become testimonies and an open experiment on how to bless the world as we 
have been blessed. Thankfulness allows us to listen, rather than shout; to offer 
rather than demand; to embrace hope rather than be led by fear. Thankfulness 
changes everything. A thankful person is easier to love, wonderful to work with, 
a joy to call a friend and is a source of hope in all seasons. 

A Tapestry of Gratitude is a beautiful, inspirational book written by our 
community of faith. It is a gift given to all the people of Trinity by the  
Gratitude Team. Please make time to read the stories of thankfulness that it 
shares. It is a wonderful reminder of how the DNA of the Christian faith 
contains this attribute of thankfulness. Thanks to all who contributed. The 
contributors to this work would want me to remind you that they are but a 
small sample of the stories of gratitude that abound at Trinity, and they are 
correct. 

God is doing wonderful things in our midst, every day. Let us always be a 
community known for its thankfulness, gratitude, joy and generosity. 

Pastor Dan Poffenberger



Meet Trinity’s  
newest members
Mark, Sarah, Stefan,  
Erik & Anya Nelson 
The Nelsons have become 
familiar faces for the past 
three years. They are 
transferring to Trinity from 
Roseville Lutheran where 
Sarah has been passionately 
involved in their Bell Choir. 
The twins, Erik and Anya, 
also enjoy music and both 
participate in our youth choir. 
Perhaps you remember the 
beautiful duet solo by Anya 

on October 12, 2008? Stefan is currently in an eighth grade confirmation small 
group at Trinity. As a Research Forester with the U.S. Forest Service, Mark was 
excited to learn Trinity chose a “Go Green With God” theme last winter/spring. 
He responded by using his strengths, passion and experience to speak during 
a worship service and teach an adult education session on creation. Sarah is a 
Physical Education teacher for South Washington County Schools.
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Some people look forward to the 
holidays with eager excitement 
while others dread its arrival. One 
person who was anticipating pain-
filled feelings about a recent divorce 
expressed dread with these words, “I 
wish the holiday rush would rush just 
a bit faster and bring me safely into 
the dullness of mid-January.”

The holidays for many are not all 
they are cracked up to be. Television, 
advertising, and the malls are filled 
with images of happy families eating 
together, expensive, perfectly-
wrapped presents under a tree, and 
carolers singing songs about cozy fires 
and joyful sleigh rides. For some those 
images warm their hearts, yet for 
others such images might flood their 
hearts with other thoughts. “Don’t 
make me look at the empty chairs 

while Norman Rockwell holiday 
scenes fill the TV screen. Don’t sing 
about chestnuts roasting by the fire 
while I sit alone feeling discarded. 
Don’t show me the joy of people 
opening the perfect Christmas gift 
when I cannot even afford to send 
Christmas cards.” 

The pain that comes from the 
death of a loved one, a battle with 
alcoholism, the loss of a job, a broken 
relationship, a change in one’s family 
configuration or numerous other life 
circumstances does not mix well with 
the one-two punch of Thanksgiving 
and Christmas. 

However, the holidays can be an 
opportunity to shift one’s focus. 
Praying the serenity prayer helps me 
shift my focus. It helps me put God 
in the center of my life. It keeps me 

grounded in the 
present moment. It reminds me there 
are many things in life that are beyond 
my control and it empowers me to 
change the things that I can.

It is my prayer that if this holiday 
season is filled with joyful 
anticipation, you will look for ways 
to be a comforting presence for those 
who are dreading the season, and if 
you are dreading the season I hope 
that praying the serenity prayer will 
help you get through the holidays 
with God’s help.

“God, grant me the serenity to accept 
the things I cannot change, the 
courage to change the things I can and 
the wisdom to know the difference; 
live one day at a time and enjoy one 
moment at a time.”

c A R e
miNistRiEs
wiTh PASTOR kRiS liNNeR

New MeMBeR m i N i s t R i E s Fifty-five other people representing  
19 family units are currently in Trinity’s 
New Member process. That means they 
have met with Julie Jolivette, Director 
of New Member Development, 
to begin creating their “Member 
Development Plan.” Each plan 
incorporates On-Purpose, Lifelong 
Learning, Group/Team, and Service/
Mission touch points and allows 
participants to individually select what 
most excites them and fits into their 
lives. Some complete our process in 
several months while others may take 
several years. On Trinity’s part, official 
membership is not the goal as much as 
engagement in Trinity’s mission to love, 
transform and serve.

If you or someone you know is 
interested in Trinity membership, 
information can be found on Trinity’s 
website at www.trinitylc.org/
membership. Complete an online 
information form or contact  
Julie Jolivette at jjolivette@trinitylc.org 
or ext. 108 with questions.



Welcome to the Trinity Fine Arts Concert Series for  
2009-2010! These extraordinary concerts and events have 
become a tradition at Trinity and we welcome every 
member, and every member of the community, to attend. 

The concerts and events range from children’s musicals to 
professional concerts by the likes of the St. Paul Chamber 
Orchestra. Music ranges from the traditional to jazz. 

The mission of the Trinity Concert Series is to share God’s 
great gifts of music and the arts with the congregation and 
community for inspiration, education, and the renewal of 
the spirit. All concerts are held in Trinity’s Worship Center.

St. Croix Concert Series, Amarcord
Fri., Nov. 13 – 7:30 p.m.
Known for their purity of pitch, vocal color, and blend 
as well as their charm and humor, amarcord is one of the 
world’s leading vocal ensembles. Founded in 1992, all five 
singers are alumni of the Thomanerchor – Boys Choir of 
St. Thomas Church in Leipzig, where J.S. Bach was the 
cantor and whose famous choir dates back to 1212. For 
tickets call 430-3528 or go online to  
www.stcroixconcertseries.org

“Table for Five Thousand”  
Children’s Musical
Sat., Nov. 14 – 5 p.m.; Free

Encore Winds “Celebration”
Sat., Nov. 14 –7:30 p.m.; Free

Croix Chordsmen & Sweet Adelines,  
Christmas Concert
Sat., Dec. 5 – 2 p.m; For tickets call 439-4527

VocalEssence – Welcome Christmas
Sat., Dec. 12 – 7:30 p.m.
VocalEssence will Welcome Christmas this holiday season 
with the music of choral composer extraordinaire John 
Rutter—including the United States premiere of his newest 
work “Carol of the Magi.” Under the direction of Philip 
Brunelle, the VocalEssence Chorus & Ensemble Singers  
with chamber orchestra celebrate the holidays at this.  
Tickets are $20-$40 (service charges apply – student tickets  
are half-price, group discounts are available.) For tickets  
and information, call 612-371-5656 or visit  
www.vocalessence.org/welcome-christmas2009
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M U S i c
miNistRiEs

This month Carol Carver, Director of Worship 
and Fine Arts, celebrates 20 years of service to 
Trinity. Phil Kadidlo sat down with Carol to 
find out what she has discovered during her 
tenure leading choirs, designing worship, and 
coordinating art exhibits and concert series.

In addition to her position at Trinity, Carol 
works at Augsburg Fortress Publishing (AFP, 
the primary publishing house for the ELCA). 
She serves as Choral Acquisition’s Editor, 
soliciting and reviewing works for choirs and 
developing resources for worship.

PK: How has your work for AFP shaped your 
role as worship director at Trinity?
CC: I couldn’t do what I do at Trinity apart 
from my work at Augsburg. I often say I don’t 
know for whom I am working at any given 
moment because my jobs overlap and feed 
one another. Working at Augsburg Fortress 
has opened many doors to me – discovering 
new composers and works that I might never 
otherwise have found.

PK: You also founded and have directed the 
Valley Chamber Chorale in the St Croix 
Valley for 35 years. What is it like to direct two 
different choirs with two different missions 
and personalities?
CC: I love them both! I feel so lucky. Someone 
said to me once, “It must be hard to come on 
Wednesday night to direct a church choir [after 
directing the Chorale on Monday nights].” 
Not at all! Each choir is special. 

PK: How did you arrive at Trinity?
CC: I had been directing choirs since college–
church choirs, the Chorale, children’s choirs. 
I was working in Bayport when Trinity’s 
pastor, Dan Johns, approached me to start up 
a second adult choir. I was just about to take 

Carol Carver celebrates  
20 years at Trinity

Trinity Children’s  
Musical 
Sat., Nov. 14 
during 5 p.m. worship

The Trinity Children’s Choirs, 
Joyful Noise, Hosanna, and Alleluia, 
are presenting the musical “Table for 

Five...Thousand!” by Tom Long 
and Allen Pote. The miracle of the 

Loaves and Fishes is told in story 
and song. In the spirit of giving, we 

ask that all who attend bring an item 
to donate to the Food Shelf. Please join 

us for this delightful presentation of a 
classic Bible story!
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a sabbatical, so 
the timing was 
right to say yes.

PK: You also 
lead the Fine 
Arts Team, 
which has 
introduced a 
greater use of 
art into worship 
and Trinity’s 
environment. 
Why do think 

art is important in the church?
CC: It is important to use all our senses 
when we worship. Art enhances the 
visual elements of our space. You want 
the worship space to be prepared, as 
if a special visitor is expected. When 
you invite people into your home, you 
straighten it up and put out decorations. 
In the simplest sense, that is what we do 
in the Worship Center.

PK: What commonalities or differences 
in worship preferences and expressions 
do you see amongst different 
generations? 
CC: I think everybody who comes to 
worship comes with one thought in 
mind: to be touched by the presence 
of God. For some that means an 
experience that takes them away from 
the everyday. In my mind it is an event 
that is best experienced live. You can 
listen to stunning recordings of all types 
of music in your car – you can even 
listen to great preachers – but, there is 
something uniquely special about being 
together in worship. 

PK: Who has inspired your own 
worship philosophies and creative 
ideas?
CC: My friend, Barbara Lundblad 
[Associate Professor of Preaching 
Union Theological Seminary,  
New York] is one of my favorite 
preachers.  Susan Briehl is a writer and 
speaker on worship that I would travel 
afar to hear. Another great friend and 
mentor Samuel Torvend, is at Pacific 
Lutheran University. I love the writings 
of Anne Lamott!

PK: Your choir loves you. And you love 
your choir dearly. You’ve said you ‘float 
on air’ after your rehearsals and Sunday 
morning. What are some favorite 
moments you can recall from 20 years of 
leading this group?
CC: First, let me say that I’m always 
looking forward to the next Sunday. 
But some of my favorite times are when 
we’ve collaborated on services such 
as Good Friday or All Saints Sunday. 
Working with all of you and our guest 
musicians is always a high. 

And while the music and worship 
is certainly special, it’s really the 
people who come in that door every 
Wednesday night, from so many 
different places, some straight from 
work, who embrace each other, laugh 
about the silliest things and then work 
their tails off for 75 minutes. 

PK: What is it like having such a 
variety of ages and walks-of-life in the 
choir?
Getting to know the young women 
in Sine Nomine for the last few years 
has been very special. We’ve also had 
a number of younger people come 

back from college to sing in the choir. 
When people come to choir, they are 
not business executives or teachers or 
engineers and age seems to disappear. 
They are just people who know the high 
you can get from singing together.

PK: What is one funny story you can 
share about the choir?
CC: One Sunday during the service 
a couple of men in the choir secretly 
pinned together the robes of two of the 
women, so that at the time of passing 
the peace, the two women turned 
to greet others around them only to 
discover they were joined together! Or 
there was the candy dish during one of 
TJ’s sermons…..

PK: Final thoughts?

CC: I used to say “I’m so lucky” and 
my friend Herb Brokering would say, 
“No, you’re so blessed!” I can hardly 
express my gratefulness for what I’ve 
been able to do at Trinity, the freedom 
that I’ve been given to create worship 
experiences. I could not have done any 
of it without the support of you, the 
choir, the pastors. Without others, I can 
do nothing!

In closing, I really believe Trinity is on a 
good path; our focus is in the right place 
– outward . 

PK: Well, congratulations on 20 amazing 
years. And here’s to the next 20!

Carol and her husband Loren enjoy 
spending copious time with their 
three grandchildren and family. The 
congregation will honor Carol at the 
9 a.m. service on November 22 and 
during a reception between services.

wORShiP miNistRiEs
Thanksgiving Eve worship
Wed., Nov. 25, Noon & 7 p.m.
“A Mountain of Gratitude,  
A Mountain of Mercy”
Come with canned goods to help us 
build “A Mountain of Mercy” for the 
hungry in the St. Croix Valley and hear 
stories of thanksgiving which will build 
“A Mountain of Gratitude.” Pie and 
fellowship will follow both services. 

Blue Christmas worship service
Sat., Dec. 19, 5 p.m.
A worship experience acknowledging that Christmas can make people feel their 
pain more acutely while celebrating the Christmas message of Emmanuel, which 
means “God is with us.” If you have an ache in your heart, if you are missing a 
loved one, if you find that you are feeling down, you are invited to join others 
who are also walking on a difficult road. All are welcome to the Blue Christmas 
Worship. If you have questions about the service, please contact Pastor Kris at 
439-7400 or klinner@trinitylc.org.



Angel Tree 2009 tags in 
Narthex on Nov. 22
Angel Tree works by connecting parents 
in prison with their children through 
delivery of Christmas gifts. Prison 
chaplains identify willing prisoners 
and their information is forwarded to 
the National Prison Ministries office. 
Trinity gets the information on  
75 children. The committee then 
contacts the children’s caregivers for 
requests, completes the forms for givers, 
collects the gifts and assures that the 
gifts are delivered the week before 
Christmas. Each child receives two 
gifts – clothing and a toy each valued at 
about $20. Trinity members that take 
angel tags purchase gifts, wrap and label 
for delivery. The gifts should be left 
in the Church Office by Sun., Dec. 6. 
Donations may also be made toward 
$20 gift cards for the caregivers and 
mailing. Watch for the angel tags on the 
Angel Tree on Sun. Nov. 22! 

Drive for Meals on Wheels 
It’s time for Trinity to take a turn 
driving for Meals on Wheels the week 
of Dec. 21-24. If you are available to 
deliver meals to homebound residents 
during the hours of 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
any or every day that week, please 
contact Jeannie at 439-7400, ext. 111 or 
jwendorf@trinitylc.org

SuperMan Saturday  
coming in January
Sat., Jan. 30
Are you a little more sedentary than 
you’d like to be? Bored with traditional 
workouts? Confused about what food is 
good for you? Check off several  
New Year’s resolutions in one day 
with a fun, hands-on experience that 
is anything but mild-mannered. Get 
together with other men to discover 
unique, new ways to strengthen your 
body and boost your brain so you can 
leap into life with a renewed vitality. 
Make plans now to attend this half-day 
event at Trinity on Saturday, January 30. 

S e R v e
thE wORld

Volunteer at the Food Shelf
Mon., Nov. 30; Wed., Dec. 2; Fri., Dec. 4 – 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

New and returning volunteers are sought for this important mission. The 
Food Shelf is currently low on condiments, meal soups, baking products 

and personal care items, which can be placed in the bin near the elevator. If 
you can volunteer or have questions please contact Melissa at 439-7986 or 

melissa.a.moon@gmail.com 
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Clothing collections 
moved off-site

Dawn’s Closet collecting 
winter clothing
The number of families turning to 
Dawn’s Closet at Valley Outreach for 
help this fall continues to increase and, 
thanks to your generous contributions, 
their clothing needs are being met. 
However, with the cold weather upon 
us there is a huge need for adult and 
children’s gloves, mittens, scarves, hats. 
We do not collect donations at Trinity, 
but you may drop your things off at 
Dawn’s Closet during business hours. 
Dawn’s Closet is located at 1911 Curve 
Crest Blvd W. (Dawn’s Closet is located 
in the Valley Outreach building). 
Thanks for your help and generosity.

Lead or host an Advent 
PAUSE 
Whether new or a veteran to this 
women’s ministry, you can share your 
gifts and journey alongside other 
women during the season of Advent. If 
you want to lead or host a gathering the 
week of Dec. 6-12, please contact Karen 
at 439-0146 or mkgieseke@msn.com as 
soon as possible.

Serve at JESUS Delivers
The JESUS Delivers ministry is 
continuing to recruit volunteer servers 
for Saturday lunches to our St. Paul 
homeless community. We also continue 
to collect outdoor winter apparel, 
accessories, and bedding (blankets and 
sleeping bags); we will arrange a drop 
off point. Please contact Cary or Peter 
Bolstorff at caryjbolstorff@comcast.
net or peterbolstorff@scelimited.com or 
439-8342 with questions.

Trinity recently elected to reduce the 
number of unattended collection bins 
near the elevator. 

Quite often many of the donations 
did not fit the needs (size, gender, and 
seasonality), or they were not in suitable 
condition to pass along to those that we 
serve. Many of these items then had to 
be loaded and brought to Goodwill, or 
to the dumpster. Because of the lack of 
appropriateness, poor condition, and 
lack of cleanliness of the items that have 
been dropped off in the past few months 
we have elected to no longer accept 
clothing donations in the bins at Trinity.

Teams now have the option to host 
special collection events by placing 
notices in Trinity publications, and 
we have been invited to expand our 
partnership with Dawn’s Closet.

Dawn’s Closet receives many items that 
they cannot use, so they have extended 
the invitation for Trinity teams to 
collect needed items from their re-route 
inventory. This expanded partnership 
provides a continually available supply 
of clothing for our teams.

Dawn’s Closet director, Beth Taverna, is 
excited about how this new partnership 
will help provide better quality clothing 
for those in need while also helping to 
eliminate the number of items being 
shredded for recycling.

We will continue to have one unattended 
bin to collect food donations for the 
Valley Outreach Food Shelf. This is a 
change of habit, but we feel that by 
promoting the current need to our 
congregation we will be able to provide 
the items needed by those that we serve.

Thank you for your passion to serve 
those in need. Together we are the hands 
and feet of Christ across the world. 
Please contact Tom Thiets at ext. 146 or 
tthiets@trinitylc.org with questions or 
to promote a collection.



We look forward to the celebration during worship on November 21-22. 
Everyone is invited to bring their response card with financial commitments 
to our 2010 Annual Giving and to the Trinity for Tomorrow Capital Appeal. 
A very special service is being planned.  

Gracious God, 

In the busy-ness of my day, I sometimes forget to stop to thank you for all 
that is good in my life.

My blessings are many and my heart is filled with gratefulness for the gift 
of living, for the ability to love and be loved, for the opportunity to see the 
everyday wonders of creation, for sleep and water, for a mind that thinks and 
a body that feels.

I thank you, too, for those things in my life that are less than I would hope 
them to be. Things that seem challenging, unfair, or difficult. When my heart 
feels stretched and empty, and pools of tears form in my weary eyes, still I 
rejoice that you are as near to me as my next breath and that in the midst of 
turbulence, I am growing and learning.

In the silence of my soul, I thank you most of all for your unconditional and 
eternal love. Amen.

—Prayers for Living  www.explorefaith.org

Every year our celebration of gratitude has taken a different form. Last year 
we laughed with Bob Stromberg. The year before we welcomed home  
Rev. Gary Langness with his poignant message “The Gift of a Generous 
Heart.” This year, it’s our own stories. We hope you are enjoying your 
Tapestry of Gratitude book. You may have received more than one book as 
well as more than one pledge brochure. In some cases, that may be a good 
thing and you’re probably grateful. However, being responsible stewards of 
our environment, if you do have extras that you don’t need or want, please 
return them to the Church Office. They will be used.

 

The Gratitude Team

Nurturing a culture of gratitude and generosity 
through education and inspiration

7December 2009 • trinity.today.

GRATiTUDe 
miNistRy

Thanksgiving is almost upon us. 
Turkey, stuffing, mashed potatoes and 
gravy, favorite side dishes, pumpkin 
and mincemeat pie. Cousins and 
grandparents, maybe a new baby or a 
new boyfriend. Football, card games, 
walks, and lots of dishes to wash. 

May we suggest some new traditions 
that nurture gratitude and generosity:

•	Read	together	The Table Where Rich 
People Sit by Byrd Baylor. This book 
is found in the children’s section of 
the library or bookstore, but it is 
beautiful and powerful for people of 
all ages!

•	Write	on	a	piece	of	paper	what	you	
are most thankful for and put it in a 
bowl. Mix them up, draw and read 
them, then guess who wrote each. 
Figure out a point system and some 
fun rules. Be sure to save those pieces 
of paper to reread and enjoy year after 
year. Or, buy the game –  
The Thanksgiving Game is available 
at amazon.com

•	Make	or	buy	a	table	runner	that	can	
be written on with permanent fabric 
markers (or use a whole tablecloth). 
Everyone writes something they’re 
thankful for. Every year, each person 
adds something new. 

•	Put	a	wooden/plastic/other	number	
4 on each plate. Kids can decorate 
these 4s in advance. During the meal, 
each person gets time to say what 
they’re thankful “4”. The 4s become 
a take-home reminder of the family 
Thanksgiving celebration and of 
God’s abundant provision.

•	Participate	in	JESUS	Delivers,	Feed	
My Starving Children, or any of a 
number of food-related services.

•	Choose	a	charity	and	make	plans	to	
support that charity in the coming 
weeks.

•	Buy	(or	make)	books	of	table	graces.	
Give each family a different book and 
write an inscription that tells how 
grateful you are to God for the gift of 
this family.

Thank God. Really thank God.

H e a rt s

L I V E S

Grateful

115 N. 4th Street             
    Stillwater, MN 55082
651.439.7400                  
                    trinitylc.org

H e a rt s

L I V E S

Grateful

115 N. 4th Street             
    Stillwater, MN 55082
651.439.7400                  
                    trinitylc.org
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To register for any adult classes or events, visit us online at  
www.trinitylc.org or contact Diane at ext. 141 or drollie@trinitylc.org

F a l l  2 0 0 9 
liFElONG
lEaRNiNG

The Theology Project 
@ Trinity 

December 2009 • trinity.today.

About this Project
About a year and a half ago, Pastor Dan Poffenberger and Pastor Siri Erickson 
discussed the possibility of creating a series of statements about Trinity’s approach 
to the Bible and Christian theology to help guide our congregation’s life and 
learning. We researched the websites of a wide variety of Christian churches to see 
what other congregations were saying about themselves. We didn’t see anything 
out there that we wanted to use, so we decided to create a process for Trinity to 
create our own statements.

Five of us on staff with formal theological training gathered to get the process 
going. Cindy Jones, Pastor T.J., Pastor Kris, Pastor Dan, and I met to make a plan 
for our work. Recognizing that the five of us have different training, theological 
perspectives, and beliefs, we agreed to search for the ideas and language that we 
could all agree upon in the following topics: the Bible, God, Jesus, Spirit, the 
Church, and Other Religions.

After we finished writing and editing the Bible statement, we decided to test it out 
on a few small groups to see how people liked it.  In our testing, we realized that 
the groups were having great conversations about the Bible because of reading the 
Bible statement together.  People in the groups also had helpful insights about how 
to change and improve the statement.  Because the groups seemed to be having as 
much fun and as many good ideas as we had in our conversations, we decided that 
it would be fruitful to engage the whole congregation in the conversation.

This fall we are looking for your comments and ideas about the Bible 
statement.  In January 2010, we will take all of your comments and create a revised 
version of the Bible statement to be posted on Trinity’s website and to be used in 
training leaders, teaching people of all ages, and inspiring great conversations about 
the Bible. 

Early in 2010, we will be releasing the God statement, hosting conversations and 
collecting comments from the congregation.  We are currently working on writing 
the Jesus statement.

Opportunities to join  
the conversation:

Sunday Morning 
Dec. 6, 9-10 a.m. - Room 108A 
Dec. 6, 10:30-11:30 a.m. 
Garden Room

Tuesday Evening 
Dec. 8, 7-8 p.m. - Living Room

Wednesday Evening 
Nov. 4, 7:15-8:15 p.m. 
Office Conference Room    
perfect for parents of grade 9 
Confirmation students

Nov. 11, 6-7 p.m.  – 108B     
perfect for parents of Wednesday 
Learning students

Nov. 18, 6:45-7:45 p.m. 
Office Conference Room    
perfect for parents of grade 7 & 8 
Confirmation students

Dec. 2, 7:15-8:15 p.m. 
Office Conference Room    
perfect for parents of grade 9 
Confirmation students

Give feedback online at:
 http://siricerickson.wordpress.com

Deadline for comments:
on the Bible Statement Dec. 31, 2009



Hilltoppers November 
gathering
Thu., Nov. 19, noon-1:30 p.m.
Lunch $3
Please come join us for a delicious 
lunch and the warmth and company  
of friends. A musical program will 
follow lunch.

Senior Worship & Lunch
Wed., Dec. 2; 11 a.m. 
Worship Center, Garden Room
Contact Phyllis Paulson, 777-2187 or  
Marilyn Richert, 439-2131 with 
questions.

Support Group for 
working moms
First gathering: Sat., Nov. 21  
10-11:15 a.m. – Fresh Fields in Stillwater
We are two moms with daughters under 
the age of one. We also work full-time 
and want to connect with other moms 
in similar situations for support and 
encouragement. Come be a part of this 
new group and help create an experience 
that is fun and spiritually enriching as 
we seek to balance career and family life.  
To connect, please contact Elaine Knodt 
at elaine_knodt@yahoo.com or  
Siri Erickson at serickson@trinitylc.org

Knitting Ministry team 
meeting time change
The Trinity Knitting Ministry team will 
be meeting on the third Thursday of the 
month in Nov. and Dec. (Nov. 19 and 
Dec. 17) from 9-11 a.m. In January, the 
team will resume meeting on the fourth 
Thursday of the month.

Business & professional 
women’s groups
Come for lunch and share the joys and 
challenges of living your faith in your 
everyday life with other business and 
professional women from Trinity.  
Stillwater group, contact  
Dana Miller at  
miller44@frontiernet.net 
St. Paul group, contact  
Lou Johnson at  
LouJ@bancmidwest.com 
Minneapolis group, contact  
Katie Beaudet at  
katie.beaudet@me.com
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E V E N t s
UPcOMiNG

G R O u P s

REtREats
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GLOW women’s winter 
adventure at  
Camp Menogyn
Thu., Jan. 21-Sun., Jan. 24 – Cost: $240
Experience God’s creation at beautiful 
Camp Menogyn on the edge of the 
BWCA in northern Minnesota. 
Activities include snowshoeing, cross-
country skiing, hiking, dog-sledding, 
and even a sauna with a dip in a frozen 
lake. Bring a book to read by the fire. 
The food is good—we don’t have to 
cook or do dishes. Contact Kat Carlsen 
at Kathy@primestaff.com or at  
335-3753 or with questions. Register  
online at www.trinitylc.org.

Financial Planning  
Seminar II 
Charitable Giving and  
Estate Planning
Tue., Dec. 8, 9-11 a.m.  
Garden Room
Ralph Steiner, Trinity member and 
chairman of Trinity’s Endowment 
Fund, will be presenting charitable 
giving and estate planning, important 
components of an overall financial 
plan. He will discuss Minnesota 
estate tax benefits of gifting, and 
will explain the benefits of the “last 
chance” legacy gifting from an IRA 
which expires at the end of this year. 
He will also bring us up-to-date on 
Trinity’s Endowment zfund and how 
it benefits Trinity. Ralph is a retired 
financial adviser who has operated his 
own business for 40 plus years in the 
field of financial and estate planning 
All men are invited and welcome.

Men’s adventure  
planning meeting
Mon., Nov. 23, 6:30 p.m. 
Living Room
All men are welcome – bring your 
ideas! Contact Mike Johnson at 
mjohnson4567@gmail.com with 
questions.

An Advent 
P.A.U.S.E.
You are invited to  
pause and reflect 
on the amazing gifts 
and grace at the heart 
of the Advent season. 
Enjoy the hospitality, fellowship 
and friendship of other women, 
while contemplating the season of 
Advent. Advent PAUSE gatherings 
are scheduled around the week of 
December 6-12, and are hosted in 
women’s homes. Choose one that 
best fits your schedule. Sign-up 
occurs on Sunday mornings  
Nov. 22, 29 & Dec. 6, or in the  
Church Office during the week.
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Y O U T h  & 
chilDReN’S 
miNistRiEs

Mexico Mission Update
Students will be sharing in the hope 
and love of Jesus as they build roofs on 
homes with families in Mexico,  
March 11-18. Students grow in their 
faith as they partner with friends 
and leaders to be the hands and 
feet of Christ. Missionary names 
will be posted Nov. 23 at 2 p.m. 
Interested students may still turn in 
an application and be placed on the 
waiting list. The students raise money 
for the trip through sponsorships 
from family, friends and congregation 
members. Thank you for your 
generous support of Trinity’s youth 
missionaries! 

Junior high winter trips
Are you looking for a winter getaway? 
We have two great options! Sign up for 
either of these trips in the  
Youth Center or online. The 
deadline for both trips is Dec. 16. We 
recommend signing up ASAP to save 
your spot! Registrations will be taken 
after the deadline as space allows. 

Junior high ski/snowboard trip
Jan. 15-17, $125
Every year we head up to Spirit 
Mountain for a sweet weekend of 
skiing and boarding. We stay at First 
Lutheran in Duluth. We’ll have a fun 
night out in Duluth as well as fun faith 
discussions each evening. This trip is 
open to senior high leaders as well.

Junior high Wisconsin Dells 
Youth Quake
Jan. 8-10, $179
Join hundreds of students from around 
the region for a Youth Encounter 
Quake! We’ll be staying at the 
Wilderness Hotel and Waterpark. 
Splash into great times of worship, 
small groups, games and of course the 
WATERPARK! We’ll be 15 minutes 
from Cory’s hometown of Portage 
– so buckle in for a historic tour of 
Portage guided by our very own  
Cory Jones. 

The St. John’s Bible exhibition now in 
the Trinity Narthex gallery presents 
what has been called “the most 
significant handwritten and illuminated 
Bible” commissioned since the advent 
of the printing press. It is a work 
of both art and theology. In 1998, 
Saint John’s Abbey and University, 
Collegeville, MN,  commissioned 
renowned calligrapher Donald Jackson 
to produce a hand-written, hand-
illuminated Bible. A team of artists 
coordinated by Mr. Jackson in Wales 
and a team of scholars in Central 
Minnesota have brought together the 
ancient techniques of calligraphy and 
illumination (the artistic decoration of 
hand-written texts) with an ecumenical 
Christian approach to the Bible rooted 
in Benedictine spirituality. The result is 
a living document and a monumental 
achievement.  

The idea of making a manuscript Bible 
may seem strange at the dawn of the 
21st century, particularly considering 
the time and resources that go into 
making such a large book – when 
finished, the seven-volume bible will 
contain 1,150 pages and measure 
approximately three feet wide by two 
feet tall when open. But a quick glance 
at the illuminations reveals that this is 
a project very much of its time. The 
artists use bold, abstract designs and 
collage techniques to create stirring 

compositions that often incorporate 
visual imagery from the modern 
world, such as computer voice-prints 
and images from the Hubble Space 
Telescope. The community at  
St. John’s University and Abbey which 
commissioned the manuscript, has a 
long tradition of scholarly inquiry and 
social engagement, and many of the 
illuminations reflect these concerns 
through references to the biblical past 
and current events. As a whole, the 
project represents an ambitious effort 
to envision a modern biblical art that 
is nevertheless deeply rooted in the 
long-standing tradition of manuscript 
production

We are pleased to invite you to 
explore part of this work of art – an 
exhibit that has traveled throughout 
the world – works that unite an 
ancient Benedictine tradition with 
the technology and vision of today, 
illuminating the Word of God for a 
new millennium, for the next seven 
weeks. The finished Bible will be 
bound into seven distinct volumes: 
Gospels and Acts, Pentateuch, 
Psalms, Prophets, Wisdom Literature, 
Historical Books, and Letters and 
Revelation. Each volume will be 
bound between oak boards and 
measure 15 3/4 inches wide by  
23 1/2 inches tall when closed. This is 
but a small part of the entire project 
and is made up of giclée prints, not 
the priceless originals.  For further 
information on the Bible go to  
www.saintjohnsbible.org. For a slide 
show on the making of The St. John’s 
Bible go to www.christianitytoday.
com/ct/special/stjohnsbible/12.12.
html

If you are interested in purchasing 
prints, books, or note cards, pick up a 
form in the Narthex or Church Office. 
Part of the proceeds from all sales will 
return to Trinity.

The Trinity Fine Arts Group



Confirmation parents: 
Mark your calendars now 
for J-Term
Jan. 13, 20 & 27, 7-8 p.m. 
Worship Center
January 13, 20 and 27 are all required 
parent and students evenings at 
Confirmation. Stay posted for our  
line-up of thought-provoking and 
inspiring speakers. 

Junior high Yule Bash
Dec. 18, 7-11 p.m. 
Are you ready to celebrate Christmas 
with a bang? Bring all your friends 
to the rockin’ Yule Bash! We’ll have 
giant inflatables, carnival games, pizza- 
size cookies for decorating and many 
more surprises. Come hear a special 
message about the awesome meaning of 
Christmas. The cost is $5. 

Breakfast with Angels
Sat., Dec. 5, 8:30-10:30 a.m. –  
$5/family
Come enjoy a yummy breakfast and 
the Christmas story told by animals. 
Fun for families of all ages! Please send 
names and number attending by email 
to childrensministry@trinitylc.org by 
Nov. 29. Please contact Rebecca, Maren 
or Brittany at 439-7400 with questions.

X-Mas to the X-Treme
Fri., Dec. 18, 4-6:30 p.m. 
For Grades 3-6; $5/person 
Trinity’s Gym and Garden Room
Inflatables, games, food and prizes! 
Please email names and number 
attending to: childrensministry@
trinitylc.org. Please contact Rebecca or 
Brittany with questions at 439-7400.

No Sunday/Wednesday Learning  
Dec. 23, 27, 30 & Jan. 3
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Children’s Sunday/
Wednesday offering
An offering is collected each week 
during Sunday and Wednesday learning 
classes. The money collected from this 
offering will help purchase supplies 
that are needed to make the quilts in 
January that the senior high  
Mexico Mission trip takes with them.

Children’s November  
service project
Ages three through grade two, Bible 
Explorers and Club 56 are collecting 
canned goods, non-perishable food, and 
Thanksgiving food for Valley Outreach. 
Please bring things such as cranberry 
sauce, beans, gravy, instant potatoes and 
stuffing to share with our neighbors in 
need during November. 

Trinity’s Lake Area  
Discover Center (LADC)  
registration begins soon
LADC had a wonderful time 
celebrating giving thanks last 
month. One of our treasured events, 
Grandparent’s/Special Adult Friend 
Day was a success! Some of the 
activities that were included in this 
special day were worship time, turkey 
art, turkey games, and a veggie pizza 
snack. It’s a blessing for our children 
to have someone they dearly love 
come and spend a day with them at 
school. Registration for 2010-11 is 
approaching fast! Current LADC 
families will have first priority for 
registration on December 14. New 
family registration for Trinity families 
will have priority starting January 2. 
Registration will be open to the general 
public starting January 15. If you have 
any questions, please contact Brittany 
Schock, Trinity’s LADC Site Director 
at 439-7400, ext. 102.

Family Fall Festival Fun!
The Family Fall Festival held on Oct. 30 
was a fun-filled, family-focused evening 
filled with heroes of the Bible. Families 
enjoyed carnival games, free candy, and 
cookie decorating! As the children made 
their way around to some of the crazy 
games, the children had a good time 
crossing the Red Sea like Moses, Diving 
for Donuts, John’s Jordan Splash, or 
Face Painting at Queen Esther’s place. 
Each family received their own book 
telling them more about the Heroes 
of the Bible and fun activities they can 
do as a family at home! Thank you to 
everyone who came and helped set-up, 
take down, and run the wacky games!

Be part of Breakfast 
with Angels drama
Attention students in grades three-
six! If you are interested in being part 
of a drama for Breakfast with Angels 
please contact Brittany Anderson at 
banderson@trinitylcorg. Breakfast 
with Angels is Dec. 5, from  
8:30-10:30 a.m. Rehearsal dates will be 
announced at Bible Explorers  
and Club 56.
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calendar
 Sat., Nov. 14 
 8 a.m. AA Mtg: Living Library
 5 p.m.  Children’s Musical: Worship Ctr
 7:30 p.m. Encore Winds Ensemble: Worship Center
 Sun., Nov. 15 
 9 a.m.  WORSHIP, COMM., NURSERY: Worship Ctr
 9 a.m. Sun. Learning (3yrs-Gr6): Lower Lvl
 9 a.m. Bible Explorers
 9 a.m. Marriage & In-Laws: Garden Room
 10:30 a.m. Gratitude Creates Happiness: Living Room
 10:30 a.m. Baptism Instruction: Luther Hall
 11:40 a.m. New Member brunch
 10:30 a.m.  WORSHIP, COMM., NURSERY: Worship Ctr
 10:30 a.m. Sun. Learning (3yrs-Gr6): Lower Lvl 
 10:30 a.m. Study the Bible-Ephesians: Garden Rm
Mon., Nov. 16
 7:30 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Library 
 9 a.m. Retired Men’s Team meeting:  
  Office Conference Room
 4 p.m. Congregational Council meeting:  
  Office Conference Room
 6:30 p.m. Tai Chi: Garden Room
 7 p.m. Study the Bible-1 & 2 Peter: Library 

 

Sunday van schedule
Trinity’s van is available September 
through May for the Sunday, 9 a.m. 
worship service. A van ride is available 
for members or non-members lacking 
other means of transportation. Please 
call the Church Office at 439-7400 
between 9 a.m. Wed. and 4 p.m. 
Thu. to reserve your seat each week. 
Estimated pick-up times for senior 
residences if you have reserved a seat:
 8:15 a.m. – Boutwell’s Landing  
   at the main entrance
 8:25 a.m. – Raymie Johnson
 8:35 a.m. – Croixdale
 8:40 a.m. – Oakridge
 8:45 a.m. – Rivertown Commons
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Postmaster: Send address changes to  
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worship opportunities
 •	Wednesdays, 7 p.m.: The River (Gr. 9-12 youth worship)
 • Saturdays, 5 p.m.: Evening Worship, Communion
	 • Sundays, 9 a.m.: Traditional Worship, Communion, 
 • Sundays, 10:30 a.m.: The WALK, Contemporary Worship, Communion
 

Baptized
•	 Allison Rose Slagle, daughter of  

Cory & Desiree (Hoggatt) Slagle

Sympathy to
•	 The	family	of	Lois Studtman,  

whose funeral was held at Trinity on 
Sat., Oct. 31.

•	 	The	family	of	Earl Olson, who passed 
away.

Altar Flowers
•		Nov.	7/8	–	In	loving	memory	of	 

Don Madsen who died Nov. 7, 2008, 
given by Miriam & family

•	 Dec.	12/13	–	In	loving	memory	of	
Franklin, husband & father, and 
Deanna, daughter & sister, given by 
Evelyn Peterson & family

•	 Dec.	19/20	–	In	memory	of	Michael 
Felsch, given by the Felsch families

trinity transportation

trinity.today.

worship attendance
Oct.  24 & 25
5 p.m. ...............67 
9 a.m. .............307
10:30 a.m. ......265

Nov. 7 & 8
 5 p.m. ........... 95 
9 a.m. ............ 318
10:30 a.m. ..... 277

Oct. 17 & 18
 5 p.m. ..........111 
9 a.m. .............239
10:30 a.m. ......252

Oct. 31 & Nov. 1 
5 p.m. ...............69 
9 a.m. .............389
10:30 a.m. ......326
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Wireless hearing devices are 
available to enhance your  
worship experience. Please ask 
for one at the Sound Booth at 
the rear of the Worship Center.

Trinity’s Christmas Garden & Hunger Missions Gift Opportunities
Form and payment must be turned in by Sun., Dec. 13, 2009.
In the spirit of honoring/memorializing loved ones this Christmas, we welcome donations toward a Christmas Garden. 
However, we would love to have the majority of the memorials/honors directed toward Trinity’s Hunger Missions 
(Second Harvest Heartland Food Distribution/ Kids Against Hunger) this year. Donor names will be printed in the 
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day bulletins. Please fill out the form below and either bring it to the Church Office,  
mail it, or place it in the offering plate.  

r  Trinity’s Hunger Missions (Second Harvest Heartland Food Distribution/Kids Against Hunger) $ ____________

r  Christmas Garden (suggested donation $15) $ ___________

In memory of _____________________________________________________

In honor of _______________________________________________________

Given by _________________________________________________________

Phone #  (_______)____________________________

Total amount enclosed $ _______________________



13Printed on 10% post-consumer waste paper that meets the Forest Stewardship Council’s (FSC) standards for responsible forest management and responsible use of forest resources.

november 14-december 12 calendar
Tue., Nov. 17
 7:30 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Library
 8:30 a.m. Tuesday a.m. Bible Study: Living Room
 9 a.m Little Tots and Polka Dots: Lower Level
 1:15 p.m.  Prayer Group: Office Conf. Rm
 4:30 p.m. Prayer of Examen: Living Rm
 6 p.m. ROCK B-ball (Gr3-4): Gym
 7 p.m. the Walk Rehearsal: Worship Ctr
Wed., Nov. 18
 7 a.m. AA Mtg: Living Library
 9 a.m. Pilates w/Stability Ball: Narthex
 9:15 a.m. Hearts of Home Moms
 9:30 a.m. Book of Mark Bible Study: Garden Room
 4:15 p.m. Joyful Noise (K-Gr2): Choir Rm
 4:15 p.m. Hosanna (Gr3-4): Choir Rm
 4:15 p.m. Allelulia (Gr5-6): Worship Ctr
 5:30 p.m. Family Pizza Hour: Gym
 6 p.m. Temple Choir Rehearsal: Choir Rm
 6 p.m. Wed. Learning (3yrs-Gr6): Lower Lvl
 6 p.m. Jubilate Bells Rehearsal: Heritage Chapel
 6 p.m. Confirmation Leaders (Gr7-8): Narthex
 6 p.m. Couples Group: Office Conf. Rm
 6:30 p.m. Confirmation (Gr7-8): Lower Level
 6:30 p.m. The Theology Project @Trinity: 
  Office Conf. Rm
 6:45 p.m. Confirmation Leaders (Gr9): Rm 108B
 7 p.m. Temple Choir Rehearsal: Worship Ctr
 7 p.m.  the River Worship: Garden Room
 7:15 p.m. Confirmation (Gr9): Lower Level
Thu., Nov. 19
 7 a.m. AA Mtg: Living Library 
 7:30 a.m. Contemplative Spiritual Practice Group:  
  Worship Center
 8 a.m. LADC Grandparent’s Day: Garden Room
 9 a.m. Knitting Ministry: Living Room 
 9 a.m. Little Tots and Polka Dots: Lower Level
 Noon Hilltoppers: Garden Room
 6 p.m. ROCK Basketball: Gym
 7 p.m. On Purpose meeting: Room 108B
 7 p.m. Ruth Circle: Home of Eileen Goetzke
Fri., Nov. 20 
 7 a.m. AA Mtg: Living Library
 9:30 a.m. Linden Sr. Communion
 10:30 a.m.  Boutwells Landing Sr. Communion
 1:15 p.m. Rivertown Sr. Communion
 6 p.m. Advent PAUSE Training
 7 p.m. Thanksgiving Extravaganza (Gr9-12)
 Sat., Nov. 21 
 8 a.m. AA Mtg: Living Library
 5 p.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION: Worship Ctr
 Sun., Nov. 22 
 9 a.m.  WORSHIP, COMM., NURSERY: Worship Ctr
 9 a.m. Sun. Learning (3yrs-Gr6): Lower Lvl
 9 a.m. Marriage & In-Laws: Garden Room
 9 a.m. Couples Groups: Living Rm & Rm 108B
 10:30 a.m.  WORSHIP, COMM., NURSERY: Worship Ctr
 10:30 a.m. Couples Group: Rm 108A & B, Lib. Conf. Rm
 10:30 a.m. Sun. Learning (3yrs-Gr6): Lower Lvl 
 10:30 a.m. Study the Bible-Ephesians: Garden Rm
Mon., Nov. 23
 7:30 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Library 
 6:30 p.m. Tai Chi: Garden Room
 7 p.m. Study the Bible-1 & 2 Peter: Library 
Tue., Nov. 24
 7:30 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Library
 1:15 p.m.  Prayer Group: Office Conf. Rm
 4:30 p.m. Prayer of Examen: Living Rm
 6 p.m. ROCK B-ball (Gr3-4): Gym
 7 p.m. the Walk Rehearsal: Worship Ctr

 Sat., Dec. 5
 8 a.m. AA Mtg: Living Library 
 9 a.m. Breakfast with Angels (3yrs-Gr6)
 2 p.m. Croix Chordsman/Sweet Adelines Concert
 5 p.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION: Worship Ctr
 Sun., Dec. 6 – 2nd Sunday in Advent
  Avent Pause week
 9 a.m.  WORSHIP, COMM., NURSERY: Worship Ctr
 9 a.m. Sun. Learning (3yrs-Gr6): Lower Lvl
 9 a.m. Couples Groups: Living Rm & Rm 108B
 9 a.m. The Theology Project @Trinity: Rm 108A
 10:30 a.m.  WORSHIP, COMM., NURSERY: Worship Ctr
 10:30 a.m. Couples Group: Rm 108A & B, Lib. Conf. Rm
 10:30 a.m. The Theology Project @Trinity: Garden Rm
 10:30 a.m. Sun. Learning (3yrs-Gr6): Lower Lvl 
 Noon Mexico Mission Mtg: Garden Rm
Mon., Dec. 7
  Advent PAUSE
 7:30 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Library
 6 p.m. ROCK B-ball (GrK-2): Gym
 6:30 p.m.  Tai Chi: Garden Rm 
 7 p.m. Study the Bible-1 & 2 Peter: Living Lib.
Tue., Dec. 8
  Advent PAUSE
 7:30 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Library
 8:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study: Living Rm
 9 a.m. Retired Men’s Group: Garden Rm
 9 a.m. Little Tots & Polka Dots: Lower Level
 9 a.m. Croixdale Sr. Communion
 9:45 a.m. Good Samaritan Sr. Communion
 10:30 a.m. Greeley Sr. Communion
 1 p.m. Martha Circle: Home of Helen Orff
 1:15 p.m.  Prayer Group: Office Conf. Rm
 4:30 p.m. Prayer of Examen: Living Rm
 6 p.m. ROCK B-ball (Gr3-4): Gym
 7 p.m. the Walk Rehearsal: Worship Ctr
 7:15 p.m. The Theology Project @Trinity: 
  Office Conf. Rm
Wed., Dec. 9
  Advent PAUSE
 7 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Library 
 9 a.m. Pilates w/Stability Ball: Narthex
 9:30 a.m. Study the Bible – Mark: Garden Rm
 4:15 p.m. Joyful Noise (K-Gr2): Choir Rm
 4:15 p.m. Hosanna (Gr3-4): Choir Rm
 4:15 p.m. Allelulia (Gr5-6): Worship Ctr
 5:30 p.m. Family Pizza Hour: Gym
 6 p.m. Wed. Learning (3yrs-Gr6): Lower Lvl
 6 p.m. Jubilate Bells Rehearsal: Heritage Chapel
 6 p.m. Confirmation Leaders (Gr7-8): Narthex
 6 p.m. Couples Group: Office Conf. Rm
 6:30 p.m. Confirmation (Gr7-8)
 6:45 p.m. Confirmation Leaders (Gr9): Rm 108B
 7 p.m. Temple Choir Rehearsal: Worship Ctr
 7 p.m.  the River Worship: Garden Room
 7:15 p.m. Confirmation (Gr9)
Thu., Dec. 10
  Advent PAUSE
 7 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Library 
 7:30 a.m. Contemplative Practice: Worship Ctr
 9 a.m. Little Tots & Polka Dots: Lower Level
 6 p.m. Ruth Circle: Lake Elmo Inn
 6 p.m. ROCK B-ball (Gr3-4): Gym
 7 p.m. On Purpose Mtg: Living Rm
Fri., Dec. 11
  Advent PAUSE
 7 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Library
 Noon Mpls. Professional Women’s Lunch
Sat., Dec. 12
  Advent PAUSE
 8 a.m. AA Mtg: Living Library 
 5 p.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION: Worship Ctr
 7:30 p.m. Vocal Essence Concert

Wed., Nov. 25
 7 a.m. AA Mtg: Living Library
 9 a.m. Bible Study: Garden Room
 Noon WORSHIP, COMMUNION: Worship Ctr 
  pie served following service
 7 p.m. WORSHIP, COMMUNION: Worship Ctr 
  pie served following service
  No Childrens Choirs, Wed. Learning,  
  Confirmation or River
Thu., Nov. 26
  Building/Office Closed 
 7 a.m. AA Mtg: Living Library 
Fri., Nov. 27 
  Building/Office Closed 
 7 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Library
 10:30 a.m. Raymie Johnson Sr. Communion
 1:15 p.m. Oakridge Sr. Communion
 Sat., Nov. 28  
 8 a.m. AA Mtg: Living Library 
 5 p.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION: Worship Ctr
 5 p.m. Singles Connection Worship/Restaurant
Sun., Nov. 29 – 1st Sunday in Advent
  No Sunday Learning
 9 a.m.  WORSHIP, COMM., NURSERY: Worship Ctr
 10:30 a.m.  WORSHIP, COMM., NURSERY: Worship Ctr
Mon., Nov. 30
 7:30 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Library
 6 p.m. ROCK B-ball (GrK-2): Gym
 6:30 p.m. Tai Chi: Garden Room
 7 p.m. Study the Bible-1 & 2 Peter: Library  
 Tue., Dec. 1 
 7 p.m. Gratitude Min. Team: Office Conf. Rm
 7:30 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Library
 8:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study: Living Rm
 9 a.m. Little Tots & Polka Dots: Lower Lvl
 1:15 p.m.  Prayer Group: Office Conf. Rm
 4:30 p.m. Prayer of Examen: Living Rm
 6 p.m. ROCK B-ball (Gr3-4): Gym
 7 p.m. the Walk Rehearsal: Worship Ctr
Wed., Dec. 2  
 7 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Library 
 9 a.m. Pilates w/Stability Ball: Narthex
 9:15 a.m. Hearts of Home Moms
 11 a.m. Christmas Sr. Worship/Lunch
 4:15 p.m. Joyful Noise (K-Gr2): Choir Rm
 4:15 p.m. Hosanna (Gr3-4): Choir Rm
 4:15 p.m. Allelulia (Gr5-6): Worship Ctr
 5:30 p.m. Family Pizza Hour: Gym
 6 p.m. Temple Choir Rehearsal: Choir Rm
 6 p.m. Wed. Learning (3yrs-Gr6): Lower Lvl
 6 p.m. Jubilate Bells Rehearsal: Heritage Chapel
 6 p.m. Confirmation Leaders (Gr7-8): Narthex
 6 p.m. Couples Group: Office Conf. Rm
 6:30 p.m. Confirmation (Gr7-8): Lower Level
 6:45 p.m. Confirmation Leaders (Gr9): Rm 108B
 7 p.m. Temple Choir Rehearsal: Worship Ctr
 7 p.m.  the River Worship: Garden Room
 7:15 p.m. Confirmation (Gr9): Lower Level
 7:15 p.m. The Theology Project @Trinity: 
  Office Conf. Rm
Thu., Dec. 3
 7 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Library 
 7:30 a.m. Contemplative Practice: Worship Ctr
 9 a.m. Little Tots & Polka Dots: Lower Lvl
 1 p.m. Miriam Circle Mtg: Living Rm
 2 p.m. Caregiver Support Group:  
  Joseph’s Restaurant
Fri., Dec. 4
 7 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Library
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