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Christmas Eve
Worship

1:30, 3, 4:30, 9 & 10:30 p.m.

Family Worship 
Services

1:30 & 3 p.m.  
Live animals!

Come experience the sights and 
sounds of the nativity story! Live 

animals will be outside Trinity prior to 
the 1:30 and 3 p.m. services, so come 
early to pet and feed the animals and 

engage in the Nativity story!

Led by choirs, organ 
& instrumentalists

4:30, 9 & 10:30 p.m. 

Candlelight services at 
9 & 10:30 p.m.

Nursery provided at 
1:30, 3 & 4:30 p.m.

Holy Communion 
celebrated at 
4:30, 9 & 10:30 p.m.

Christmas Day
10 a.m.

promise

L I F E

P E A C E

L O V E

May the 
joyous 
birth of 
Jesus Christ 
fi ll your life 
with love.



Sunday van schedule
Trinity’s van is available during the 
Sunday 9 a.m. worship service. A 
van ride is available for members or 
non-members lacking other means of 
transportation. Please call the Church 
Offi ce (439-7400) between 9 a.m. 
Wed. and 4 p.m. Thurs. to reserve 
your seat each week. Estimated pick-
up times at senior residences are:
8:15 a.m. – Boutwells Landing
8:25 a.m. – Raymie Johnson
8:35 a.m. – Croixdale
8:40 a.m. – Oakridge
8:45 a.m. – Rivertown Commons 
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worship 
a t t e n d a n c e
December 8 & 9
 5 p.m. 80 
 9 a.m. 440 
 10:30 a.m. 253

December 15 & 16
 5 p.m. 139 
 9 a.m. 423 
 10:30 a.m. 334

worship o p p o r t u n i t i e s

remember in your prayers

December 22 & 23
 • Saturday, 5 p.m.: Worship, Communion
 • Sunday, 9 a.m.: Traditional Worship 
 • Sunday, 10:30 a.m.: the WALK Worship, Communion, Nursery
December 29 & 30
 • Saturday, 5 p.m.: Worship, Communion
 • Sunday, 9 a.m.: Traditional Worship 
 • Sunday, 10:30 a.m.: the WALK Worship, Communion, Nursery

Please notify the Trinity offi ce at 439-7400 if you or anyone you know has 
a prayer need, or when you or a loved one is hospitalized (the hospitals 

do NOT notify us of admissions), has a baby or a death occurs in the family. Please 
contact Jane Backe at 439-6006 or Jan Most at 436-7264 for prayer team submissions.

Support in Prayer
• Ken Johnson    • Donn 

Altar fl owers 
• Dec. 29 & 30 – In memory of Warrant Offi cer Jerry McGarry,

given by Bob & Genice McGarry

Baptisms
• Madylyn Elizabeth Richert, daughter of Brandon & Laura Richert
• Maxwell Andrew Rucker, son of Nathan & Megan Rucker

Publication Number: USPS 1509-650

TODAY

trinity
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n

Trinity Today to become monthly publication
Have you noticed eye-catching postcards, brochures and guides 
from Trinity in your mailbox this past year? We have stepped up our 
communications efforts to more specifi cally reach those we know have an 
interest in classes, trainings, and fun events and have had great success with 
that approach. While the Trinity Today currently is published every other 
week, we feel like we are repeating alot of information from issue to issue, 
especially with the additional mailings about Trinity ministry. We’d love 
for it to be fresh, exciting and interesting each time you receive it, so to 
improve the quality of this publication, we have decided to publish once a 
month. Because of the frequency, it will be larger and fresher with more of a 
magazine feel to it, and topped off with a front cover in full-color. What that 
means is you’ll get to see your favorite photos and ministry opportunities in 
interest-capturing designs, and have a piece you’ll want to keep around for a 
several weeks until the next issue comes out! We’ll continue to communicate 
specifi c classes, trainings, and ministry events to targeted groups that have 
an interest in ministry via postcards, brochures and letters, so you’ll always 
be in-the-know. And, of course, you can visit our website at 
www.trinitylc.org for up-to-date information at your fi ngertips anytime 
of the day. We hope you enjoy this new format and look forward to your 
feedback. Watch your mail for the fi rst issue the week of Jan. 14. If you have 
questions or comments, please email them to info@trinitylc.org. Enjoy!

Trinity Worship Services broadcast on local cable
Trinity’s 9 a.m. Sunday worship service is broadcast at 11 a.m. on Sundays on Channel 18. 
A recorded service airs on Wednesday at 1 & 7 p.m., Thursdays at 1 & 6 a.m., Fridays at 4 & 
10 p.m., and Saturday at 4 & 9 a.m. While Trinity has experienced some problems with our 
worship broadcasts in the past, those issues have been worked out.  We appreciate everyone 
that was our “eyes and ears” and let us know about the issues we were having.
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gratitude  m i n i s t r y
As I entered church on the First Sunday 
in Advent, I heard the young, sweet 
voice of Laura Fristad leading worship. 
Our assisting ministers lead the 9 a.m. 
worship service with beauty and variety. 
Today, with the Temple Choir led by 
Carol Carver and Phil Kadidlo on the 
congas, the worship team surprised us 
with a Caribbean song and a Jamaican 
beat that made us swing inside--we 
are Lutherans, after all. The choir later 
delighted us with a sensitive piece 
by Carl Schalk, and Sonia Esch with 
her Guys who Sing wowed us all, and 
brought a huge smile to our faces. 
David Goulette played the organ with 
energy and confidence, as always. They 
were all doing what they do so well....
leading us in worship through music, 
helping us give thanks to God for this 
wonderful gift to express our praise. 

That same morning I attended the  
10:30 a.m. service with my daughter, 
and heard Zanny Johnson lead that 
service with her soulful singing. She 
was assisted by visiting soloist Lauren 
Redpath, and, as always, accompanied 
by Phil and his tremendous band. I 
closed my eyes and knew that God was 

present here, and I was grateful.

On other occasions I have been present 
at the Saturday evening service to relax 
and soak in the singing led by  
Craig Koehnen. Although I would 
probably be “carded” if I showed up at 
The River Worship, I was fortunate to 
be present at confirmation camp as an 
adult helper, and hear the catchy upbeat 
music from the band led by Cory Jones 
and the youth of our church.

This is one of the reasons I am so 
thankful for Trinity. The music is rich 
with variety, a style for just about 
everyone. Whether appealing to my 
need for the music of our heritage, 
or a contemporary song with a tune 
that brings tears to my eyes, I am 
blessed many times over by the 
talented musical members and staff 
at this church. 

I believe the reason that music adds 
so much, is not simply because it is 
done so well, but because each leader 
appreciates and honors other styles, 
even participating at other 
services when needed. 

Gratitude flows from our souls as we 
sing, as we listen, as we feel the presence 
of God in and through the music they 
bring to us. 

Praise God with the cymbals and 
strings. 

Praise God with organ and trumpets 
and voices. 

Let everything that has breath, praise 
the Lord! Ps. 150

by Jonathan Nye

If you would like to share a message of 
gratitude or a story of generosity, contact 
The Gratitude Team by email (gratitud
eministry@trinitylc.org) or with a note 
dropped in the offering plate or in the 

Church Office.

upcoming  e v e n t s young adult 
m i n i s t r y

BLUE LIKE JAZZ  
book study
Begins Sun., Jan. 6, 5:30 p.m.  
Room 108B 
Do you have questions about your 
life and God that you never feel 
comfortable asking? Come and join us 
Sunday nights starting January 6 for a 
small group book study based on the 
book, Blue Like Jazz by Donald Miller. 
Miller tackles many of the questions we 
all ask about faith in ways that are easy 
to relate to. The study will begin at  
5:30 p.m. and last for approximately 
one hour each week. Books will be 
available for purchase at Trinity or 
you can purchase one at many local 
bookstores. Please contact Jeremy 
Johnson at jjohnson@trinitylc.org with 

Bells of Christmas
Trinity’s adult handbell choir, the 
Jubilate Bells, are playing at the  
Dec. 23 service at 9 a.m. and for the 
prelude at 10:30 a.m. Enjoy the beautiful 
sounds of the bells at Christmas time. 
Please contact director, Deb Orff at 
351-7397 with questions.

Singles’ Connection
Sat., Dec. 29, 5 p.m. – Luna Rosa
It’s the final deadline for the Christmas 
get together Sat., Dec. 29, at Luna Rosa. 
Our menu choices are grilled salmon 
$26, New York strip $32, grilled chicken 
breast $20, spaghetti $17, chicken caesar  
salad $11 or pork tenderloin medallion 
$23. Price includes 18% gratuity 
and 6.5% food tax. We will meet for 
worship at 5 p.m. and then go to the 
restaurant. All singles are welcome. 
Please make checks to Luna Rosa 
and get to Julie Jolivette asap. Please 
contact Judy Huftel at 715-386-2698 or 
jahuftel@sbcglobal.net with questions.

Retired Men’s January 
meeting
Tue., Jan. 8, 9 a.m. – Garden Room
Dennis Anderson, outdoor columnist 
for the Minneapolis Star Tribune and 
member of Trinity, will be the featured 
speaker. His topic will be “The Politics 
of Conservation Policies. “ Dennis has 
been an outdoors columnist and team 
leader with the Star Tribune since 1993. 
Before that he held a similar position 
for 15 years with the Pioneer Press. All 
retired men are invited and welcome.

Monday night book group  
beginning new study
On Jan. 7 the Monday night women’s 
book group will be reading  
Tree Spirited Woman by Trinity member 
Colleen Baldrica. As an added bonus 
we will be having a book discussion 
with the author on Jan. 21. If you are 
interested in joining this small group, 
please contact Jennifer Hammer at 
439-4351 for more information.



serve the w o r l d
Open your home for  
Christmas
If you have room at your table and the 
call in your heart to invite individuals 
who would otherwise spend their 
Christmas meal alone, Mutual Care 
Ministries would like to hear from you. 
Please contact Diane Rollie at  
ext. 141, or drollie@trinitylc.org. 

Christmas Gift Dilemma? 
Here’s the perfect gift!
This year you can show your love at 
home and spread great joy in Tanzania 
at the same time.We have a “gift list” 
of items needed at the Bomalang’ombe 
Secondary School. You may make a 
contribution on behalf of someone 
in your life and we’ll provide a color 
photo card acknowledging the gift for 
you to give to your loved one. For 
more information, see the poster in the 
Commons, or contact Tom Thiets, 
Missions Director, at ext. 146 or 
Michele Hermansen at 612-868-2255.

Think winter with  
clothing donations
Think of the warm layers/jackets/socks/
hats and gloves the homeless will need 
at Jesus Delivers. Think of the jackets 
and snow pants that the young school 
children in both St. Paul and Stillwater 
will receive through Kids’ Winter Wear. 
Think of the warm sweaters, sweatshirts 
and jackets people can get at the free store 
at Joseph’s Coat in St. Paul. Think of all 
the refugees who come with so little, who 
need so much. Go through your closets 
and weed out those warm clothes which 
just take up space in your drawers and 
closets. Or buy some brand new ones! 
There are so many cold-weather needs 
in Minnesota. Let’s all pull together and 
clothe those who need the warmth of 
Trinity hearts! Donations can be dropped 
in the bins by the 4th St. entrance.

Knit for the Food Shelf
If you love to knit and keep children 
warm, why not start now on the 
hats and mittens for area children? 
The Valley Food Shelf collects and 
distributes to those in need. All shapes, 
sizes and colors are wanted. If you have 
questions, please contact Barb Bylander 
at 439-4364.
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Trinity recognized for Two Rivers painting
Trinity recently received a Community Leadership Award recognizing our 
help and support in the development of affordable housing in Washington 
County. All of you who supported the painting projects with Two Rivers 
should know the gratitude that they expressed in our willingness to work to 
make their houses affordable and decent. 

Trinity has done two projects with Two Rivers in Oakdale: painting the inside 
of a house in 2006 and painting the outside of a house in 2007. These are just 
two of two dozen that have been sold to low income families in our area, to 
help them get into the housing market. Two Rivers is one of ten community 
land trusts in Minnesota and 150 in the nation which work together to allow 
low income, working families to afford a home. This work is part of Trinity’s 
mission in the local community and makes us known as a church that reaches 
out to those in need. We hear that there will be more work in the spring, 
perhaps more than just painting, so keep your eyes open for announcements 
and join the mission here in our own area!

Let us know... If you or a loved one is hospitalized we would like  
to express our care, so please let the church office know by calling the 
Church Office at 439-7400.We would also like to know if you have been 
blessed with a new baby in your family. The new child ministry team would 
like to celebrate the gift of a child through birth or adoption by a quick visit 
to your home to deliver a meal and a baby gift to your home. 

JESUS Delivers
Winter Serving Dates: Sign up Now!
Jan. 5, 12, 19, 26; Feb. 2, 9, 16, 23
March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29; 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Meet at The Daily Grind coffee shop in 
Stillwater and carpool to St. Paul
Serve meals to homeless men and 
women in St. Paul. Contact Peter or 
Cary at peterbolstorff@scelimited.com 
or caryjbolstorff@comcast.net, 
or 439-8342 to serve.  
For complete  
details about the 
JESUS Delivers 
ministry, visit  
jesusdelivers.info

Support Katrina  
rebuilding efforts
Seventeen Trinity friends are making 
plans to travel to Mississippi in January 
to help build homes for Katrina 
survivors. Here’s how can you help:

• Cash contributions to support the team 
• Monetary contributions to support the 

homeowners
• Home Depot or Lowes gift cards for 

building supplies for homeowners
• Snack foods for the team on the road.

Mail or bring your checks/cards to the 
Church Office. Leave snack foods in the 
office, bagged and labeled for  
Kristie Anderson. 
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Jonathan 
Nye 
the Psalms 

Guy 

Psalm 23:1 
The Lord is my shepherd, 
I shall not want. 

This Psalm so familiar to everyone, 
it’s probably the most popular verse 
in the Bible. 

It is so descriptive of the caring side 
of God. No wonder many people 
choose this Psalm to help them as 
they grieve the loss of one close to 
them. We need guidance at that time 
in our lives. We need to know we 
are being carried, rather than just 
following the right person. 

What does it mean to never be in 
need? It might mean all our wants 
are satisfied, as a popular gospel 
song puts it. But that sounds a bit 
self- centered and self-seeking. It 
might mean that what we need the 
most, is what we will be given by 
the Shepherd of our souls. That’s the 
opposite of the first idea. 

Most likely it’s something in 
between. God knows what we need, 
and we do have real needs that are 
for self. We need food, love, purpose, 
air to breathe and a song to sing. 

We need one another, we need to feel 
loved. We need to know our lives are 
worth something to this world. The 
list could go on. 

God supplies our every need. This 
we can depend upon and trust in 
completely. 

But most important, we shouldn’t 
worry about the things we need 
the most. A child doesn’t concern 
herself about warmth, food and love. 
Oh, she may cry to express that 
need, but somehow, she knows it 
will be there. It is a given. God loves 
us, as a mother loves her child. As a 
father cares for his own. 

“I will never be in need.” Take it for 
your own. Believe it. It will happen 
for you.

With Pastor Kris Linner

Christmas can be a stressful time.  
Expectations are high, the demands 
are many, and time schedules are tight. 
Often it feels like life is spinning out 
of control and rather than anticipating 
Christmas with joy, we feel a sense of 
dread. Here are some helpful hints in 
dealing with holiday stress:

• Focus on your faith. Pray, 
worship, meditate, serve others.

• Acknowledge your feelings. Give 
yourself permission to feel what 
you feel.

• Be realistic. Accept imperfections 
in yourself and others. Make 
realistic expectations of what you 
can and cannot do.

• Make a budget and stick to it.
• Take a breather. Find a quiet 

place.

• Focus on your 
breathing. Restore 
your inner calm.

• Live and enjoy the 
present.

• Take a step back.
• Remember life is 

10% the stuff of 
life and 90% how we choose to look at 
it.

• You can’t control other people’s 
behavior, you can only control how 
your react to them.

• Rest and exercise.
• Break the holiday shopping gridlock: 

Check out the alternative Christmas gift 
ideas in the Commons!

• Remember the Christmas message  
is “Emmanuel, which means,  
God-with-us.”

care  m i n i s t r i e s

dec. 22 - jan. 4 c a l e n d a r
Sat., Dec. 22      
 5 p.m. WORSHIP, COMMUNION  

Sun., Dec. 23      
  4th Sunday in Advent
 9 a.m. No Sunday Learning    
 9 a.m. WORSHIP, COMMUNION, NURSERY 
 10:30 a.m. WORSHIP, COMMUNION, NURSERY  
 2 p.m.   Trinity Rec. League (TRL): Gym 
 3 p.m. Rose Ensemble Concert: Worship Center 
Mon., Dec. 24 Christmas Eve   
 7:30 a.m. AA Meeting: Living Library 
 9:30 a.m. Singles Connection: Service Project 
 1:30 p.m. WORSHIP, NURSERY  
 3 p.m. WORSHIP, NURSERY 
 4:30 p.m. WORSHIP, COMMUNION, NURSERY 
 9 p.m. WORSHIP, COMMUNION    
 10:30 p.m. WORSHIP, COMMUNION   
Tue., Dec. 25    Christmas Day   
 10 a.m. WORSHIP, COMMUNION   
Wed., Dec. 26
  Winter Break-No School   
 9:30 a.m. Singles Connection: Service Project   
  No Children’s Choirs/Wednesday Classes  
  No Confirmation Classes
  No River Worship
  Thu., Dec. 27
  Winter Break-No School   
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Living Library 
 7 p.m. the WALK Rehearsal: Worship Center 
Fri., Dec. 28 
  Winter Break-No School   
 7 a.m.  AA Meeting: Living Library 
 9:30 a.m.  Singles Connection: Service Project   
 10 a.m.  Knitting Ministry: Living Room 

Sat., Dec. 29
 1 p.m.  Eagle Court of Award for Drew King:   
  Garden Room 
 5 p.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION   
 5 p.m. Singles Connection: Worship/Restaurant  
Sun., Dec. 30 
  No Sunday Learning     
 9 a.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION, NURSERY  
 10:30 a.m. WORSHIP, COMMUNION, NURSERY  
 2 p.m.  Trinity Rec. League (TRL): Gym 
Mon., Dec. 31
  Winter Break-No School   
 7:30 a.m.  AA Meeting: Living Library 
Tue., Jan. 1     New Year’s Day
  Office/Building Closed     
Wed., Jan. 2
 9 a.m.  Pilates w/ Stability Ball: Narthex   
 9:15 a.m.  Heart of the Home Moms: Lower Level 
  No Children’s Choirs/Wednesday Classes  
  No Confirmation Classes  
 7 p.m.  Jubilate Bells (Adult) Rehearsal: Heritage Chapel 
 7 p.m. The River Youth Worship (Gr. 9-12):  
  Garden Room 
 7 p.m.  Temple Choir Rehearsal: Choir Room 
Thu., Jan. 3   
 7 a.m.  AA Meeting: Living Library 
 1 p.m.  Miriam Circle meeting: Living Room 
 2 p.m.  Caregiver Support Group: Joseph’s Restaurant   
 6 p.m. R.O.C.K. Bastketball (Gr. 3-4): Gym  
 6:30 p.m.  Home Communion Friends: Room 108A 
 6:30 p.m. New Member Track Evaluation: Living Room 
 6:30 p.m. Adult Katrina Trip Meeting: Garden Room 
 7 p.m.  the WALK Rehearsal: Worship Center 
Fri., Jan. 4
 7 a.m.  AA Meeting: Living Library   
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on purpose  m i n i s t r y

He said...
Mark Peters Part II
My daughter Maddy recently kept as a pet a toad rescued from 
a window well, but after about a week 
of having “Pete” around we realized he 
had scant interest in the food we were 
offering, so Maddy agreed that I could 
let him go free. I carried the habitat 
outside and laid it down along the 
edge of our garden, the open exit hatch 
along one side. And I watched. 

Minutes passed before Pete began to 
realize his opportunity. I watched as he 
scaled his outstretched body, standing 
tall on his hind legs, repeatedly back 
and forth along the three clear plastic 
sides of his cage, never coming around 
to the open side. I wondered at the delay, as this went on for 
some time. Finally, after further exploration he climbed a small 
mound formed by his floor pebbles, and looking toward the 
open hatch, descended in its direction. Walking to the opening he 
hoisted himself with tiny arms, and after flopping outside, moved 
quickly through the wild of our garden, disappearing from view.

I could write a book about the experience our family had with 
Mary’s cancer treatment. The horror of the initial diagnosis; the 
emotional pain of watching that person you love bearing such 
an incredible burden; the helplessness connected to entrusting 
the care of your children to others; the disruptiveness of living in 
crisis; the physical devastation; the searing sadness; the soaring 
courageousness; the humility; the aloneness; the fear. 

Life inside an illness is painful, most painful for the afflicted but 
painful also for those closest to that person. And while in the 
throes of our deepest pain and darkest fear, we are modern day 
lepers, isolated by family and friends who dare not risk upset in 
their own lives by stepping into the ruin they see as our lives; we 
are emotional untouchables, stoically suppressing our anguish 
for the sake of those who watch and inquire from a safe distance; 
and we are forever changed by the experience, if only we resist 
the mantras to “be strong” and to “move on” that would seek to 
place the entire inconvenient episode into a black hole, never to 
be examined again.

And in moving through it all we make choices. Sometimes we 
choose to set about reconstructing life as we knew it, only to face 
the slow realization that there is no path back to the way it used 
to be; and sometimes we choose to allow the changes in us to lead 
the way to an altogether new place in life. In either case, we move 
forward with altered priorities, a changed view of our world and 
the people in it, and an element of grief having sprung from the 
experience that tends to ebb and flow in its intensity but, like the 
illness itself, never really goes away.

Oddly enough, I would say that our family is blessed by illness; 
present tense because this is part of who we are from now on. 

Part 1 of Mark & Mary’s journey was published in the Nov. 25 issue of the Trinity Today. If you missed it, please go to our 
website at www.trinitylc.org and download that issue.

There has been and will be much to overcome. And in the 
course of overcoming, our relationships with each other evolve. 
Issues are forced to the surface by the sheer intensity of illness 

in our midst, and we are much better 
today at negotiating conflict than we 
ever were. In so many ways, and in so 
many instances, each of us has along 
the way afforded that healing presence 
for another of us in dire need. These 
are ties that are not easily unbound. 
For this I am grateful.

I know the door has always been open 
for me; that God continually beckons 
me to a path in the wild unsettledness 
of his kingdom. And as with our little 
friend Pete, I find it hard to explain 
my own reluctance to walk through 

that door. Perhaps the very idea was somehow paralyzing; 
perhaps the fear of discomfort too great; perhaps we would 
choose a known status quo with limits over an unknown world 
with limitless potential. What were we thinking?

Living with illness for me has been a call to vulnerability, a call 
that allows me now to stand in the presence of loss without 
recoil, to walk in rather than to walk away, to be vulnerable, 
and to allow others their own vulnerability. It is but one call 
among many, and at long last my ears are beginning to hear, my 
eyes beginning to see. And while I might wish to have taken my 
first steps through that door sooner in life, I believe the larger 
tragedy for me and for us, would be never to step through that 
door at all.

And the transformation continues.

She said...
Mary Peters Part II
The hammer had fallen on our family again! Stage III breast 
cancer. It would mean many dense doses of chemotherapy. 
Every two weeks for 16 weeks my oncology team at the 
University of Minnesota would pump the strongest drugs they 
could, into my body, killing the cancer cells, and all other fast 
growing body cells with it. My hair fell out, my fingernails 
fell out, my memory was quickly going, but the tumor was 
shrinking!

Next came surgery, a double mastectomy, with all of my lymph 
nodes dissected from my left side (9 nodes cancerous). I would 
not be able to have any reconstruction, due to the extensive 
radiation all across my chest, side, neck, and back.

Throughout this ordeal, which lasted well over two years, 
doctors would look away when we pressed for statistics. I read 
all I could get my hands on, new research, new drugs, new 
procedures and tests, and the more knowledgeable I became, the 
more hopeless my spirits were for my future.



Confi rmation 
J-Term sessions
All Confi rmation students in grades 7-9 
and their parents are invited to attend 
our special J-Term Family Nights in 
January. These sessions are from 7-8 p.m. 
on January 9 & 16. Families will enjoy 
hearing messages that encourage and 
equip families to talk about faith. Mark 
your calendars for this important part 
of the Confi rmation journey! We will 
also be providing information about 
spring and summer Confi rmation 
happenings. Contact Cindy Jones at 
ext. 137 with any questions. 

Live animals at family 
Christmas Eve worship 
services!
Come experience the sights and 
sounds of the nativity story! Live 
animals will be outside Trinity prior 
to the 1:30 & 3 p.m. Family Worship 
services, so come early to pet and 
feed the animals and engage in the 
Nativity story in a new way! Family 
Christmas Eve Worship Services are a 
special family worship experience for 
you and your family this Christmas 
season. Come prepared to experience 
Christmas worship with an array of 
sights and sounds. Children, teens, 
parents and grandparents will hear the 
amazing story of Jesus birth and be 
fi lled with joy, excitement and a desire 
to tell the story to others.

TRL 
In January we are 
playing Volleyball! 
Form a team of six or 
just show up and join 
in! TRL volleyball 
will run every Sunday 
afternoon in January from 
2-4 p.m. Every week we welcome new 
people to come and play. Contact Cory  
at ext. 144 or cljones@trinitylc.org with 
any questions.

Junior High Ski Trip
Jan. 18-20
Spirit Mountain Ski 
Resort, Duluth
Join us Jan 18-20 for 
an exciting ski and 
snow boarding trip in 
Duluth at 
Spirit Mountain. We will leave Trinity 
at 5 p.m. on Friday and return at 
10 p.m. on Sunday (there is no school 
on Monday for Stillwater). We will 
be on the slopes two full days! First 
Lutheran in Duluth will be our host 
church. Get ready for thrilling times on 
the slopes, fun devotional times and a 
great weekend with friends and leaders. 
Contact Cory or Cindy Jones for more 
information.

Trinity scholarship 
applications available
Trinity Lutheran Scholarship 
applications are now available in the 
Church Offi ce. All applicants and 
recipients must have been baptized 
at, confi rmed at and be members of 
Trinity Lutheran Church. Scholarships 
are awarded on the basis of academic 
status, co-curricular achievement and 
good citizenship. Consideration will be 
given to active involvement at Trinity. 
All completed applications must be 
postmarked no later than April 1, 2008.

family m i n i s t r i e s

Youth Worship 
  

The River is a student-focused time 
of worship, fellowship, and teaching 
that welcomes all students in 
grades 9-12. The River meets on 
Wednesday at 7 p.m. in the Garden 
Room. If you have any questions or 
concerns, please contact Cory Jones 
at ext. 144, or cljones@trinitylc.org 

family m i n i s t r i e s

Wednesdays
7 p.m.

Garden Room
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Now with a completely changed body 
and a completely changed outlook, I 
learned again, about “letting go”. I would 
have to fi nd a way to let go of not only 
Maddy this time, but of all four of my 
beautiful precious children, my loving 
husband, Mark, and all my friends and 
family. Little by little I grieved my 
death. I came to know again each child 
had a path ahead of them led by God...
they were, and always would be, God’s 
children. 

The beliefs that carry me through my 
grieving moments now are: I have goals 
yet to reach to further God’s glory, I have 
love yet to give, and I completely and 
faithfully know heaven is real...this life 
lasts only for a moment.

Amazingly, my cancer has not reappeared 
(four years now), and Maddy is 
continuing to grow despite her 
Cystic Fibrosis!

God must have an important call for 
me! A call to tell my story. A call to help 
others who are faced with unthinkable 
strife. A call to live each moment to its 
fullest, in God’s awesome glory. 

I want to leave my legacy in this world. 
I want my children to benefi t from the 
knowledge I hold. I want to work my 
hardest with the time I have. So, how will 
I accomplish this? Mark and I unceasingly 
tugged at these questions as we recovered. 
We decided a good way to start achieving 
these goals, would be by writing and 
painting all we had learned. We wanted to 
touch lives in small but meaningful ways, 
by providing comfort. 

Our vision lead us to the creation of 
“Solace Creek” a small artistic card and 
poetry company meant to soothe the 
souls of the chronically ill, the seriously 
diagnosed, and their caregivers. The 
artwork came from God’s eyes through 
my hands in prayer. The prose and 
sonnets were inspired in the same way. 
While opening up to God’s voice through 
various healing and meditative modes, it’s 
been amazing to see God’s work in our 
lives!

I feel a little more fulfi lled and connected 
to God and my call each time I tell my 
story and so I thank you friends of 
Trinity for this opportunity to follow 
my call.



      Saturday,    December 1, 2007

On December 1 Trinity was abuzz with many special visitors.  As 150 guests arrived at 
Trinity they gathered in the gym for fellowship, crafts and photo opportunities. Families 
were invited into the Garden Room where they were greeted by Angels proclaiming the 
news that Jesus has been born! As the families enjoyed a delicious breakfast meal served 
to them, they heard beautiful Christmas music from Annelise, the guest harpist. After 
hearing the nativity story from Luke 2, more special visitors arrived: Mary, Joseph, Jesus, 
Shepherds and Wisemen. These visitors traveled to each table and shared their story. 
In addition to all the visitors, families 
enjoyed the story of the Legend of 
the Candy Cane and joined in singing 
Christmas carols. Each family received 
a special gift to remind them of the 
best gift ever given to the world from 
God. Breakfast with Angels was a 
special beginning to the Advent season 
as we are reminded why we celebrate 
Christmas. It’s not the gifts that we give 
each other, it’s the gift that was given to 
us on that blessed and holy evening so 
long ago... Jesus.
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Mark & Mary
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Trinity Today 
becoming monthly
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A visit from Angels
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