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By Chris Johnson 
Gratitude Ministry Team

At a young age, I was told by parents, 
grandparents and other family notables 
that I would “someday enjoy eating 
lute.” Lutefi sk was always referred to 
as “lute” in our family. 

“Me, enjoy lutefi sk?” I thought, 
“That will be the day!” You see, I 
am 100% Norwegian and this was 
a rite of passage for my family. Ever 
since I can remember, our Christmas 
holiday included lutefi sk. It was special 
and only prepared as a part of our 
Christmas Eve dinner. 

Our Christmas Eve dinner was a great 
feast. The sweet smell of BBQ ribs 
danced around the entire home coupled 
with bakery items such as fresh 
homemade buns and lefse. Potatoes 
boiling and cooked carrots prepared 
with drizzled maple syrup added to the 
wonderful holiday aroma. 

As you can imagine, 
we also smelled the 
lutefi sk. 

When I was 
younger, I wondered 
what our early 
relatives must 
have been like to 
eat lutefi sk back 
in Norway. My 
grandparents would 
remind me that it 
had to be stored in 
lye to preserve the 
fi sh. This of course, 
added to the smell. 

I remember these dinners as if they 
were yesterday. Lengthy discussions 
followed by smiles and an overall sense 
of togetherness. “How’s the lute? Is it 
done enough?” “Who wants more?” 
Each year, I have associated lutefi sk 
with the happiness of my youth and a 
deep feeling of gratitude. 

It is amazing how certain events and 
memories can remind us to be thankful. 
Think how we all feel when we are 
presented with a wonderful meal – the 
sense of gratitude we have for our hosts 
and the fellowship they offer. Being 
served a meal reminds us of God’s grace 
– the undeserved favor, forgiveness, and 
acceptance we receive from God by 
accepting Jesus. 

It doesn’t matter who you are or what 
your background may be. God loves 
you! God extends grace and abundance 
to all people. As a part of the Body 
of Christ, we ought to do our best to 

share our gifts and thankfully appreciate 
everything we have.

At Trinity, we have the wonderful 
tradition of the Lutefi sk Dinner which 
brings many of us together. With the 
gift of a generous heart, a huge number 
of people make this a special evening 
fi lled with smiles, fellowship and a 
sense of togetherness. 

Let us take time to thank God for the 
gift of all who bring us the Lutefi sk 
Dinner. As we cultivate a spirit of 
gratitude at Trinity, may we be 
encouraged to acknowledge, appreciate, 
and thank individuals with a written 
note, an email, a phone call, or words of 
gratitude when we see those for whom 
we have given thanks to God.

Thank you to the many volunteers and 
leaders of the Lutefi sk Dinner. While I 
have learned to really enjoy lutefi sk, I 
think it is all the things that go with the 
lutefi sk that make it so memorable.  

Thank God for Lutefi sk!



Sunday van schedule
Trinity’s van will be available during 
the Sunday 9 a.m. worship service. 
A van ride is available for members 
or non-members lacking other means 
of transportation. Please call the 
Church Offi ce (439-7400) between 
9 a.m. Wed. and 4 p.m. Thurs. to 
reserve your seat each week. Estimated 
pick-up times at senior residences if 
you have reserved a seat are:
8:15 a.m. – Boutwells Landing
8:25 a.m. – Raymie Johnson
8:35 a.m. – Croixdale
8:40 a.m. – Oakridge
8:45 a.m. – Rivertown  
      Commons 
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worship 
a t t e n d a n c e
October 27 & 28 
 5 p.m. 115 
 9 a.m. 382 
 10:30 a.m. 317

November 3 & 4
 5 p.m. 108 
 9 a.m. 512 
 10:30 a.m. 247

TODAY

worship o p p o r t u n i t i e s

remember in your prayers

November 7, 10 & 11
 • Wednesday, 7 p.m.: The River (Grades 9-12 youth worship)

• Saturday, 5 p.m.: Worship, Communion
 • Sunday, 9 a.m.: Traditional Worship 

• Sunday, 10:30 a.m.: the WALK Worship, Communion, Nursery
November 14, 17 & 18

• Wednesday, 7 p.m.: The River (Grades 9-12 youth worship)
 • Saturday, 5 p.m.: Worship, Communion
 • Sunday, 9 a.m.: Traditional Worship 

• Sunday, 10:30 a.m.: the WALK Worship, Communion, Nursery

Please notify the Trinity offi ce at 439-7400 if you or anyone you know has 
a prayer need, or when you or a loved one is hospitalized (the hospitals 

do NOT notify us of admissions), has a baby or a death occurs in the family. Please 
contact Jane Backe at 439-6006 or Jan Most at 436-7264 for prayer team submissions.

Support in Prayer
• Jean Jacobson     •  Don Madsen     • Ruth Hawkinson

Altar fl owers 
• Nov. 10 & 11 – In honor and in memory of all veterans, 

given by Don & Miriam Madsen.
• Nov. 10 & 11 – In loving memory of Wayne Smith, husband of Carol Smith & 

father of Karen Gieseke.
• Nov. 17 & 18 – In memory of Walter Rydeen who passed away one year ago, 

given by his wife Bette & Family.

trinity
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n

Jesus Christ, 
Superstar postponed
Due to the fact that at this time 
we can not get the license to 
produce Jesus Christ Superstar, 
since it will be playing in 
Minneapolis, we will put off 
the production for one year. 
Look for information on the 
presentation of a major musical 
next summer. 

Susan Carr - Director 
Sonia Esch - Musical Director 

Larry Loyer - Designer 
Cindy Jones - Choreographer 

Carol Carver - Producer

Angel Tree 2007 in the 
Commons on Sun., Nov. 25
Angel Tree works by connecting parents 
in prison with their children through the 
delivery of Christmas gifts. Prison chaplains 
identify willing prisoners, and their 
information is forwarded to the National 
Prison Ministries offi ce. Trinity will get 
the information on 100 children who live 
in the east metro area. The committee 
then contacts the children’s caregivers for 
gift requests, completes forms for Trinity 
members, collects the gifts by family, and 
assures that they are delivered the week 
before Christmas. Each child receives 
two gifts – a need and a want, valued at 
about $20. Trinity members purchase gifts, 
wrap and label for delivery. Delivering the 
packages in person is very rewarding, but 
gifts also may be left in the Church Offi ce 
by Sun., Dec. 9. Donations can also be 
made toward $20 Target giftcards for the 
childrens’ caregivers. Watch for the angel 
cards on the Angel Tree on Sun., Nov. 25!
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“...and let these gifts to 
us be blessed.”
Thank you God for the gift of four 
special women making a difference at 
Trinity, in their neighborhood, in the 
community, in the world. For many 
years they have generously shared their 
gifts in the kitchen, on the council, in 
the classroom and across the Atlantic. 
Generously bestowed with gifts of 
organization and communication, and 
dedicated to use them to serve the Lord, 
their tools are pen and paper, computer, 
telephone, kitchen utensils, prayer, and 
gestures and pantomime where English 
is not spoken. Most recently they 
directed 
the huge, 
well-oiled 
machine 
which we 
know as the 
Lutefisk 
Dinner.

On behalf of all who experienced 
the fulfillment of working together 
in preparation, the joy of sharing the 
Lutefisk Dinner, the gratitude for 
benefiting from the proceeds, thank you 
to this year’s coordinators:  
Wilma Edhlund, Norma Swanson, 
Gerrie Granquist, and Jan Most. 
Thank you also to Joan Newman and 
Lynn Schurrer for stepping forward to 
coordinate next year’s Lutefisk Dinner. 
Thank you God for these women who 
have been given the gift of a generous 
heart. Send your message of gratitude 
to gratitudeministry@trinitylc.org, mail 
it to the Church Office or drop it in the 
offering plate.

Ann Wolff, Gratitude Ministry Team

Psalm 40 
...Hold me in your embrace, Lord;
make me transparent in your light.

Grant me awareness;
keep my gratitude fresh each day.

Let my song give blessing and insight
to those who can’t see for themselves,

And let your compassion always
shine forth from the depths of my heart. 

A Book of Psalms 
Selected and adapted from the Hebrew  

by Stephen Mitchell 

gratitude   
m i n i s t r yWith Pastor Kris Linner

care m i n i s t r i e s

praywhere you are
By Pastor 

Kris Linner

I had a phone call from a friend and 
when I asked her how she was doing 
she said, “I am fine, but I am beginning 
to feel my age.” Her comment made me 
chuckle, because she will be 100 years 
old next month! She quickly went on to 
say, “I am not complaining. God is so 
good.”

Mary has an attitude of gratitude 
which is one of the reasons I find it 
so delightful to spend time with her. 
She has been through some difficult 
times in her life. Yet Mary always looks 
for God’s goodness in any and every 
circumstance in life. Her favorite verse 
is from Lamentations. “But this I call 
to mind, and therefore I have hope: The 
steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, 
the Lord’s mercies never come to an 
end; they are new every morning; great 
is thy faithfulness.” (Lam. 3:21-23) An 
attitude of gratitude is what has helped 
her cope with life’s more difficult 

I tend to come to God with a list, a  
“to-do” list. Heal this person. 
Intervene here. Change this....
Sometimes I am so busy praying for 
things I forget to give God thanks for 
God’s goodness each and every day.
I recently came across a poem by one 
of my favorite theologians,  
Gerhard Frost, which reminds me to 
have a grateful heart.
Let us give thanks for this moment:
for the steady fact of God’s continuing 
love, for mercies which go before us 
and follow after us, for those free gifts 
which cost God so much.
Let us give thanks: 
for memory and expectation, for the 
good that we have known and know 
today in Jesus Christ, for the Spirit’s 
brooding presence in our nights and 
in our days.
Let us give thanks: 
for pleasures which comfort and 
pains which force our growth and 

transitions; 
the death of 
a spouse, a 
loved one who 
has a drinking 
problem, 
downsizing 
one’s living 
arrangements, 
the death of a child, and most recently 
watching a child suffer in a battle 
against cancer. 

Even in the midst of difficult 
circumstances, Mary always sees her 
cup as full and running over. I can 
hardly wait until I have lunch with her 
again because her attitude of gratitude 
always spills over into my cup. Mary’s 
cup overflows with God’s steadfast 
love and the splashes from her cup 
wake me up to God’s goodness in my 
life. In response I can do nothing but 
give thanks.

keep us at the Shepherd’s side, for 
deep meanings revealed and mysteries 
merciful concealed, for the image of 
God within us, the capacity to inquire 
and adore.
Let us give thanks: 
for one another, for just being 
together, for differences which 
complement and complete, for gifts 
which enrich and disagreements 
which challenge, for our oneness in 
Christ.
Let us give thanks: 
for melody and mirth, for rhythm 
and beat, for the repeated and the 
common, for the ever-unfolding, and 
for senses with which to respond.
Let us give thanks: 
for someone to thank.
Gracious God, 
Fill me with a grateful heart. Make 
me continually aware of your 
steadfast love and enduring mercy. 
Thank you for your daily presence in 
my life. Thank you for your goodness. 
Amen.

Gener  us

The

Gener  us

Gift
of a

Heart

The

Gift
of a

Heart



serve the w o r l d
Are you a techo-geek?
Audio/Visual Ministry seeks you! 
Looking for an exciting way to get 
involved at Trinity and its ministries? 
The Audio Visual Ministry is looking 
for youth and adults with good attitudes 
and an interest in technology to help 
out with Sunday morning worship 
operations. Interested? Please contact 
Jacob McBroom, Audio Visual Director 
at jake_mcbroom@hotmail.com or at 
507-271-5696. No experience necessary; 
we will train!

Knit for the Food Shelf
If you love to knit and keep children 
warm, why not start now on the 
hats and mittens for area children? 
The Valley Food Shelf collects and 
distributes to those in need. All shapes, 
sizes and colors are wanted. If you have 
questions, please contact Barb Bylander 
at 439-4364.

You are invited to lead or 
host an Advent PAUSE 
gathering!
The special season of Advent is drawing 
near, and with it comes the Advent 
PAUSE gatherings for women. If you 
are interested in leading or hosting an 
Advent PAUSE gathering, or would 
like more information regarding 
being a leader or hostess, please 
contact Karen Gieseke at 439-0146 or 
mkgieseke@msn.com. Advent PAUSE 
gatherings will occur the week of 
Dec. 4-10. 

Thanksgiving services and 
food drive
Ascension Episcopal, Trinity’s 
next door neighbor, will be hosting 
Thanksgiving Eve services at 7 p.m. on 
Wed., Nov. 21. Trinity will hold a noon 
service that day in the Worship Center 
as well, with pie being served following 
the noon and 7 p.m. services. Food will 
be collected for the Valley Outreach 
Food Shelf during both services and at 
Trinity worship services on 
Sun., Nov. 18.   
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Think winter with 
clothing donations
Trinity is blessed to have a small sorting 
team whose primary job is to sort 
through all the clothing dropped off in 
the bins upstairs. It is a wonderful job 
because we get to see all the generous 
donations that people make, like 
beautiful sweaters and sturdy shoes. Our 
plea now is to THINK WINTER! Think 
of the warm layers/jackets/socks/hats 
and gloves the homeless will need at Jesus 
Delivers. Think of the jackets and snow 
pants that the young school children 
in both St. Paul and Stillwater will get 
through Kids’ Winter Wear. Think of the 
warm sweaters, sweatshirts and jackets 
people can get at the free store at 
Joseph’s Coat in St. Paul. Think of all the 
refugees who come with so little, who 
need so much. And think of all the pairs 
of feet which need to have winter boots! 
Go through your closets—who really 
needs 12 scarves and 9 pair of gloves? 
Weed out those warm clothes which 
just take up space in your drawers and 
closets. Or buy some brand new ones! 
There are so many cold-weather needs 
in Minnesota. Let’s all pull together 
and clothe those who need the warmth 
of Trinity hearts! Anyone can join the 
sorting team; contact Kristie Anderson at 
439-9133 or jkjsa@hotmail.com to help.

JESUS Delivers
Winter Serving Dates: Sign up Now!
Jan. 5, 12, 19, 26
Feb. 2, 9, 16, 23
March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29
9 a.m.-5 p.m.
Meet at The Daily Grind coffee shop in 
Stillwater and carpool to St. Paul
Serve meals to homeless men and 
women in St. Paul. Contact Peter or 
Cary at peterbolstorff@scelimited.com 
or caryjbolstorff@comcast.net, or 
439-8342 to serve. For complete details 
about the JESUS Delivers ministry, visit 
www.jesusdelivers.info

JESUS Delivers Christmas 
backpack items
You can donate items or you can 
Adopt-A-Backpack. The goal is to fi ll 
each backpack with the same items to be 
fair to all recipients.
Items needed by Sun., Dec. 16:
• Backpacks • Socks
• Toothbrushes • Toothpaste
• Deodorant • Shampoo
• Soap • Lotion
• Chapstick
• Treats – snacks (nuts, beef jerky, gum, 

sunfl ower seeds,  granola bars, etc.)
• Adult men’s or women’s hats or 

head-bands, gloves, scarves (new or 
gently used)

You can bring items on the list to the 
JESUS Delivers bin or 
Adopt-A-Backpack as a family, group, 
or with your co-workers or friends. 
Join the JESUS Delivers crew on 
Saturdays. Questions? Contact Peter or
Cary Bolstorff at 439-8342.



An Advent P.A.U.S.E
Peace And Understanding—
a Season to Embrace

*  Come join other women for a small, 
relaxing gathering. With a warm 
beverage in hand, pause and refl ect 
about the wonder of the season.

* Gatherings will be hosted the week 
of December 4-10, at a number of 
women’s homes. Times and locations 
vary, to fi t your holiday schedule.

* Sign-up for an Advent PAUSE 
gathering on Sunday mornings, 
Nov. 18, 25 or Dec. 2, or in the 
Church Offi ce.

* Invite a friend, neighbor or co-worker 
to join you, and share in the peace and 
spirit of the season.

Questions? Contact Karen Gieseke at 
439-0146 or mkgieseke@msn.com
or the Church Offi ce at 439-7400.

CareGivers to meet
Wed., Nov. 14, 1-3 p.m. – Living Room
Come and help plan for the Christmas 
dinner and entertainment, which follows 
the December Senior Worship and 
Communion service.  Refreshments will 
be provided. Pastor Kris will speak on 
“The Theology of Suffering.”  

Hilltoppers November 
gathering
Thu., Nov. 15, noon – Garden Room
Cost: $3
Come and enjoy the company and 
warmth of friends in Christ and a 
delicious lunch with a short program 
following the lunch.

learning & growing  
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Meeting Jesus in the 
Gospel of John 
Thursdays through Dec. 13, 9-10 a.m. 
Living Room
The poetic literary style of the Gospel 
of John is fi lled with rich imagery. 
Like the other gospels, the Gospel of 
John tells the story of Jesus’ life and 
teachings, but it does so in a unique and 
interesting way. Come when you can as 
we read and discuss the Gospel of John 
together. Led by Pastor Kris Linner.

Cultivating Spiritual 
Leadership retreat
Fri., Jan. 25 & Sat., Jan. 26
YMCA Camp St. Croix,
south of Hudson, WI
For more information contact 
Diane Rollie at 439-7400, ext. 141.

Retired Men’s meeting
Assassination Records 
Review Board & 
Constitution for an 
Independent Kosovo
Tue., Nov. 13, 9 a.m. – Garden Room
Federal Judge Jack Tuhheim (a 
Trinity member and former council 
president) will speak on his work with 
a Kosovo constitution and the Kennedy 
assassination. Contact Bob O’Neil at 
irviking@comast.net or 770-8881 with 
questions.  

Are you a CSI fan? 
Are you into reality 
programs?
The Retired Men’s group will tour 
the Minnesota Bureau of Criminal 
Apprehension (BCA) facilities in 
St. Paul on Thu., Dec 13. Has 
Hollywood elevated the investigative 
capabilities beyond reason or are 
they showing the cutting edge of new 
technology? Are the investigators as 
attractive? Are they often on the fi ring 
line? You will be able to see, hear and 
ask about the scientifi c investigation 
processes that serve the state law 
enforcement agencies. Because of BCA 
space limitations, the tour group is 
limited to 25 people and they need 
the names (wanted felons should not 
apply.) Car pools will be available and 
a restaurant lunch is scheduled. Please 
sign up at the Information Center in the 
Commons or contact Lowell Saterbak 
at 436-6252 or Lsaterbak@aol.com. This 
will be a memorable experience.

upcoming  e v e n t s

Through the Church the Song Goes On
A hymn festival celebrating one year of song 
with Evangelical Lutheran Worship
Sat., Nov. 17, 7 pm. - Worship Center
Enjoy an evening celebrating our grand 
Lutheran heritage of being known as 
“the singing church.” Together with 

Bethlehem Lutheran in Bayport and Christ Lutheran in Marine we will raise the 
roof with our singing. Guest musician Aaron David Miller, will take the organ (and 
piano) bench. This festival will explore the new and the old in ELW—
the new cranberry book in the pews. If you have never sung at a hymn festival,
or even heard the singing at a hymn festival, you are in for a treat. Bring friends 
and family; this is for all ages. There is no charge, but a free-will offering will be 
gathered. This event is sponsored by the Trinity Fine Arts group. 

young adult
m i n i s t r y

Reconnect through new 
ministry
Young Adult Ministry beginning
Trinity is beginning the process of 
creating a new 
ministry that 
aims to connect 
with people who 
have fallen away 
from the church 
community.  A 
large number of 
people fall away 
from the church 
after high school 
and a surprising 
number of them 
never get reconnected. Jeremy Johnson 
has joined the staff and is looking at 
ways to connect with these people.  The 
fi rst step will be connecting with those 
in the community who are between 
the ages of 20 - 40 or those people who 
know people between those ages that 
they want to reconnect with the church. 
Please contact Jeremy with an interest 
or insight into this new ministry. 
You can contact Jeremy via email at 
jjohnson@trinitylc.org or ext. 139.
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small group  m i n i s t r y
Advent PAUSE a perfect time to slow down 
By Jolene Patterson

When is the last time you took time for yourself or time to slow down and 
connect to those around you? Are the holidays approaching and you’re 
running in every direction? If you answer “Yes!” then you know what the 
purpose is for attending an Advent PAUSE event. For the past six years, 
I have participated in the Advent PAUSE ministry. The fi rst three years, 
I attended the event as a guest of others, and the past three years, I have 
partnered with Robin Ellingson as she hosts, and I lead the event. Every year, 
we anxiously wait to hear what story has been chosen to share. 
Karen Gieseke, who chooses the story, has an incredible ability to pick out 
a story that touches our hearts, grows our faith and leads to some awesome 
discussions! For me, this is an evening of family; I have the pleasure of 
sharing this with my mother-in-law and sister-in-law who faithfully attend.  
It is also an evening of friends, old and new. And it is an evening of peace and 
quiet enjoying good discussion with incredible people! The holidays are so 
busy with shopping, preparing, planning, and running around, and to know 
that I will have an evening of solitude and share my faith with others, is such 
a comforting thought. Others that have shared this evening have shared these 
refl ections as well, “After Thanksgiving, time gets so hectic and it’s nice to 
take an evening to just sit and take a break.  It’s so relaxing and nice to have 
the time to focus on other things besides your “to-do” lists.”  

If you are looking for a night to spend in God’s midst – a night to take time 
for yourself to grow in your faith, we would love to have you join us at an 
Advent Pause event. Bring your family, catch up with old friends or make 
new friends. Many different times and locations are available to accommodate 
schedules. This is a ministry that will touch your heart – and allow you to 
rekindle the spirit of Advent! We look forward to taking time to Pause with 
you and share God’s amazing love!

When I was young, one of my favorite 
parts of family vacation was the little 
boxes of breakfast cereal. I’m not sure if 
it was the fact that there was a variety of 
kinds to choose from or eating it out of 
the box. The core memory is of warmth 
and belonging as I recall this breakfast 
blessing with my four siblings.
As I look around Trinity, our small group 
opportunities remind me of this! We offer 
everything from Circles (some of which 
have been together for over 10 years), to 
10-session study groups (some of whom 
learn in large group and then discuss in the 
same small group), to task teams that meet 
around a specifi c task and are done when 
that task is accomplished, to everything 
in-between. Each one is intentionally 
committed to helping create atmospheres 
where all people are loved, where Jesus 
transforms lives, and where people are 
sent into the world to serve – an even 
better mission than Post, General Mills, or 
Quaker Oaks!
Advent P.A.U.S.E. is a tried and true, 
once-a-year small group experience 
for women. In our variety pack of 
opportunities, this is a great way for 
women to pause in Advent to refl ect 
on the true meaning of the season in 
community with other women, but also 
to see if a small group would be a good 
thing to add to a weekly or monthly diet 
of activities.  

Julie Jolivette
Director of Small Group Ministries

439-7400, ext. 108 
or jjolivette@trinitylc.org

I have attended an Advent Pause for the past two years and 
been extremely blessed by both.  The blessings have come from 
a multitude of things which I’m sure were intentionally crafted 
to create this almost magical experience.  For the persons who 
were responsible for these details, I am grateful. My favorite 
part of each Advent Pause, however, has been the authentic 
sharing and rich fellowship contributed by each woman 
in attendance.  What a blessing to see how beautifully and 
personally Jesus lives in each of them! Thank you for creating 
this opportunity for us to pause during the season of Advent 
to connect with one another and refl ect together on God’s 
amazing love for us.

Julie Jolivette

��

Small Groups Small Groups
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nov.  10 - nov.  23 c a l e n d a r
Sat., Nov. 10
 2 p.m.  Veterans’ Worship Service: Worship Center 
 5 p.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION - 
  Childrens’ Musical “Elijah”
 6:15 p.m. Congregational Potluck: Garden Room

Sun., Nov. 11
 9 a.m.  Bible Explorers (Gr. 3-4)  Garden Room 
 9 a.m. Sunday School (3 yrs.-Gr.2): Lower Level 
 9 a.m. Club 56 (Gr. 5-6): Luther Hall  
 9 a.m.  Adult Ed.-Secret Message of Jesus: Room 108B 
 9 a.m. Couples Small Group: Library Conference Room 
 9 a.m. WORSHIP, COMMUNION, NURSERY 
 10:30 a.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION, NURSERY 
 10:30 a.m. Sunday School (3 yrs.-Gr.6): Lower Level
 10:30 a.m.  Hope & Healing in Grief: Room 108B
 10:30 a.m. Living Your Strengths 2: Living Room 
 10:30 a.m. Couples Small Group: Room 108A, Room 108B, 
    Luther Hall, Library Conference Room 
 10:30 a.m. Jesus 101: Garden Room 
 2 p.m. Trinity Rec League (TRL): Gym
 4 p.m. Singles Connection Potluck: Garden Room 

Mon., Nov. 12 
 7:30 a.m.  AA Meeting: Living Library 
 6:30 p.m. Trinity for Tomorrow Meeting: Room  108B
 6:30 p.m. Tai Chi (Session 2): Gym
 7 p.m.  Monday Night Bible Study: Living Library 
 7 p.m. Rebekah Circle: Home of Sue Butler
 8 p.m. Co-ed Adult Basketball: Gym

Tue., Nov. 13
 6:30 a.m.  Gratitude Ministry Team meeting: 
   Offi ce Conference Room 
 8:30 a.m.  Tuesday Morning Bible Study: Living Room 
 9 a.m. Moms Day Off: Lower Level 
 9 a.m. Retired Men’s Group: Garden Room
 9:15 a.m. Leah Circle: Boutwells Cafe
 1:15 p.m.  Prayer Group: Offi ce Conference Room 
 6 p.m. Living Your Stengths 2: Offi ce Conf. Room
 6 p.m. R.O.C.K. Basketball (Grade 3-4): Gym
 7 p.m.  Jesus 101: Garden Room 
 7 p.m.  Growing Your Faith: Living Room 

Wed., Nov. 14
 2 p.m. Trinity Today deadline
 9 a.m.  Pilates w/ Stability Ball: Narthex 
 1 p.m. CareGivers Planning meeting: Living Room
 4:30 p.m.  Confi rmation Band Practice: Worship Center 
 5 p.m.  Allelulia Choir (Gr. 3-6): Choir Room 
 5 p.m.  Joyful Noise Choir (K-Gr. 2): Heritage Chapel 
 5:30 p.m.  Pizza Night: Gym 
 6 p.m. Leader Mtg Gr 7-8 Confi rmation: Narthex 
 6 p.m. Club 56 (Gr. 5-6): Luther Hall 
 6 p.m.  Bible Explorers (Gr. 3-4): Gym 
 6 p.m.  Wed. Learning (3 yrs.-Gr. 2): Lower Level 
 6 p.m. Couples Small Group (5 signs): 
  Offi ce Conf. Room
 6:30 p.m.  Gr. 7-8 Confi rmation: Lower Level 
 6:30 p.m.  Leader Meeting Gr. 9 Confi rmation: Narthex 
 7 p.m.  Gr. 9 Confi rmation: Lower Level
 7 p.m. The River Youth Worship (Gr. 9-12): 
  Garden Room

Thu., Nov. 15  
 9 a.m. Bible Study-Gospel of John: Living Room 
 9 a.m. Moms Day Off: Lower Level
 Noon Hilltoppers: Garden Room
 3 p.m. Jam with Drew: Worship Center
 6 p.m. R.O.C.K. Basketball: (Gr. 3-4) Gym
 7 p.m. the WALK rehearsal: Worship Center
Fri., Nov. 16
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Living Library 
 7 p.m. Jr. High Late Nighter: Garden Room
Sat., Nov. 17
 5 p.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION 
 7 p.m. Hymn Festival: Worship Center

Sun., Nov. 18 
9 a.m.  Bible Explorers (Gr. 3-4)  Garden Room 

 9 a.m. Sunday School (3 yrs.-Gr.2): Lower Level 
 9 a.m. Club 56 (Gr. 5-6): Luther Hall  
 9 a.m.  Secret Message of Jesus: Room 108B 
 9 a.m. Couples Small Group: Library Conference Room 
 9 a.m. WORSHIP, COMMUNION, NURSERY 
 10:30 a.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION, NURSERY 

10:30 a.m. Couples Small Group: Room 108
 10:30 a.m. Baptism Instruction: Offi ce Conf. Room
 10:30 a.m. Living Your Strengths 2: Living Room 

10:30 a.m. Sunday School (3 yrs.-Gr.6): Lower Level
10:30 a.m. Jesus 101: Garden Room 

2 p.m. Trinity Rec League (TRL): GYm

Mon., Nov. 19
 7:30 a.m.  AA Meeting: Living Library 
 6:30 p.m. Tai Chi (Session 2): Gym 
 7 p.m. Congregational Council meeting: 
  Offi ce Conf. Room 
 8 p.m. Co-Ed Basketball: Gym

Tue., Nov. 20
 9 a.m.  Croixdale Senior Communion
 9:45 a.m. Good Samaritan Senior Communion
 10:30 a.m. Greeley Senior Communion 
 1:15 p.m.  Prayer Group: Offi ce Conference Room 
 6:30 p.m.  R.O.C.K. Basketball (Gr. 3-4): Gym
 6:30 p.m. AIM (Ambassadors in Mission) meeting: 
  Garden Room
 7 p.m.  Adult Ed.-Jesus 101: Garden Room 
 7 p.m. The WALK rehearsal: Worship Center
Wed., Nov. 21
 9 a.m.  Pilates w/ Stability Ball: Narthex 
 9:15 a.m. Heart of the Home Moms: Lower Level
  No Children’s Choirs or Learning
  No Confi rmation
  No River worship
Thu., Nov. 22
  Thanksgiving Day - Offi ce/Building Closed

Fri., Nov. 23
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Living Library 
  Offi ce/Building Closed

Jonathan 
Nye 
the Psalms 

Guy 

Psalm 5:7 
Because of your great 
mercy, I come to your 
house, Lord, I am fi lled with 
wonder as I bow down 
to worship at your holy 
temple.

I remember so well the experience I 
had as a young man in the 60s, when 
pipe organs and choirs were the 
norm in providing musical support in 
worship. We sang in the choir at the 
back of a large church.... 

  We worship thee almighty Lord, 

  our hearts revere thy gracious word, 

  when it goes forth from 

  Heaven o’er all the earth.  

  Holy, holy, holy art thou, O God.  

            SBH 174 

It was a cavernous church with little 
carpeting, and the sound of our voices 
reverberated in that open space. 
I was fi lled with wonder. I sensed 
I was indeed in the presence of God. 
It was truly awesome! 

There is something about a building 
that is designed for worship that both 
brings us to our knees, and makes us 
want to stand up and raise our voices 
in songs of praise.  

The tabernacle, and then the temple 
was a special place for the Hebrews. 
It was the place where God lived 
among his people. It was holy. Many 
of the Psalms speak of God’s temple, 
that holy place where hands are lifted 
in praise. That place where God 
dwells. 

Our temples have changed over the 
years, but today we still sense God’s 
presence as we sing and worship 
together the God who has shown us 
such mercy and love.  

  Holy, holy, holy are you, O God!



Family Engaging  
Devotion (FED) ministry! 
Written by families and friends in our 
own faith community, these weekly 
family devotions will arrive at your 
home at the click of a mouse! Written 
to coincide with the learning theme 
and scriptures being used throughout 
Trinity learning opportunities 
that week, FED gives families an 
opportunity to begin and continue faith 
conversations, and nurture and grow 
in their faith together. Email Karen at 
kelowson@trinitylc.org to sign up.

Here is a sample of what you might 
receive on a weekly basis.

Scripture Basis: Luke 17:11-19  

...Then Jesus said to him, “Get up and 
go.  Your faith has healed you.” 

When my children were younger, and 
I was too, we lived close to a church 
whose bells would signal the movement 
of time for those of us within their 
hearing. Sometimes we’d hear the bells 
when we were playing together on the 
swings, at other times we might be in 
the midst of an argument. Regardless 
of what we were doing at the time, we 
would say out loud this little prayer 
whenever we heard the bells:  “Thank 
you God for this beautiful day!” I 
was always surprised by how big a 
difference that “church bell moment” 
and that little prayer could make.  

We can easily take for granted all the 
beauty and blessings that God gives 
us in every moment, especially when 
weighed down by the not-so-beautiful 
feelings we can experience. But the 
simple act of thanking God can be a 
moment of salvation in our day and one 
that can transform our lives.

Still hungry? Make room for a “church 
bell moment” in your day by setting 
a daily reminder in your cell phone or 
computer and whenever you hear it 
say out loud “Thank you God for this 
beautiful day!”

Article submitted by Tim Quarberg        

Mom’s Day Off openings!
Children ages 3- 5 years
The Tuesday morning Mom’s Day Off 
has openings and we’d be thrilled to 
have you join us! The MDO program 
provides children a happy, safe 
environment to socialize, sing, play and 
make new friends! Space is available 
Tuesdays, 9 a.m. – 2 p.m. Tuition is 
$70/month. For more information 
or to register your child, contact 
Early Childhood Ministry Director, 
Rebecca Christiansen at 439-7400 or 
rchristiansen@trinitylc.org

New Children Youth & 
Family Ministry Offices in 
Luther Hall
The Children’s Ministry Staff has 
moved to new offices in Luther Hall. 
Stop in and visit with the staff about  
upcoming Children’s Ministry events 
or Sunday/ Wednesday Learning.  
Check out the new registration window 
when you drop off registration forms 
for any Youth and Family Ministries 
event. Staff located in the new offices 
are:

• Rebecca Christiansen, Director of 
Early Childhood Ministries

• Mary Peters,  
Children’s Ministries Coordinator

• Karen Gieseke, Director of Middle 
Childhood Ministries

• Lindsay Stolen,  
Bible Explorers Coordinator

• Karen Elowson, Registration and 
Communications Coordinator

For questions regarding junior or 
senior high events or confirmation, visit 
the staff located in the Youth Center 
offices. 

• Cindy Jones,  
Director of Youth Discipleship

• Cory Jones,   
Director of Youth Programs

• Denise Voran, Ministry Events 
Planning Coordinator

• Drew King, Youth Intern

Wednesday is  
Pizza Night!
Enjoy the ease of Wednesday 
Pizza Night for children and their 
families. From 5:30-6:30 p.m., 
families are invited to enjoy pizza 
and conversation together before 
joining other families and children 
in an evening of faith learning 
opportunities. 

ADVENT-ure!
Sat., Dec. 1, 8:30-10:30 a.m.  
Luther Hall, Students in Grades 3-6
Cost: suggested $10/person
An ADVENT-ure is a special event 
to celebrate the beginning of the 
Christmas season!
We will:

• Eat breakfast
• Play games
• Have fun activities
  ...and much more!

Please RSVP by Wed., Nov. 21 
to Karen Elowson at ext. 112, or 
kelowson@trinitylc.org 

Children continue  
“Journey with Jesus”
We’ve learned so much already 
– wonderful things about Jesus!
• How much Jesus loves children
• How Jesus filled his disciple’s nets 

with fish
• How Mary/Martha invited Jesus to 

their home
• How Jesus healed people, and can 

heal us!

We want every child, pre-k through 
grade 2, to feel welcome. Come bring 
your little one, as soon as it feels right! 
Happiness guaranteed!

Nursery
Sun. mornings & Wed. evenings  
The Nursery Ministry is available for 
children ages six weeks through  
36-months-of-age. Children experience 
the love of Christ through tender 
care, joyful music, creative dance, 
meaningful stories and a play area.

family m i n i s t r i e s
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Mexico Mission 2008
All 10-12 grade students are invited to 
apply for the Mexico Mission trip! This 
year’s trip will be March 14-21, 2008. 
In Mexico, students will be challenged 
physically as they mix concrete and 
build roofs and are encouraged to grow 
spiritually as they serve others for Jesus. 
Student and adult applications for the 
Mexico Mission trip are still available 
at The River and in the Youth Center. 
Applications signed by the student and 
parent/guardian and the $50 deposit 
are due Nov. 11 (applications can be 
turned in after Nov. 11 to be placed on 
the waiting list.) Missionary and adult 
leader names will be posted 
Mon., Nov. 26 at 2 p.m. in the 
Youth Center. If you have any questions 
contact Cory Jones at ext. 144. 

Bible Explorers
Dig into your Bibles! Join the journey! 
Great activities, learning, friends, 
games, crafts and music, all leading to 
knowing more about Jesus, his life and 
the relationship Jesus invites us to have 
with God. Become an expert explorer 
as you learn about the Bible, its great 
stories, and what a great book it is to 
read! Register online at trinitylc.org or 
pick up a registration form in the 
Youth Center or at the Information 
Center in the Commons.

Students on Bible journey
Bible Explorers are beginning a journey 
with Jesus and digging into their Bibles! 
Third- and fourth-grade 
Bible Explorers received their Bibles 
and had them blessed in worship on 
Oct. 10. The following third-grade 
students received Bibles and are now 
ready to continue this journey into 
God’s word!

Samuel Alcorn; Madison Christopher
Seth Eisele; Mason Jensrud
Marietta Johns; David Johnson
Adam Kaye; Ian LeCloux
Alysse Lewis; Weston Lombard
Eric Longnecker; Lucas Olson
Samuel Payne; Maddy Peters
Austin Potter; Casey Rorabeck
Jonathan Rustad; Linnea Rustad
Alex Serier; Evan Smith
Noah Sova; Joseph Weber
Katelyn Christiansen; Madison Crain
Grace Gualtieri; Laura Ilkka
Evan Johnson; Ryan Kilmer
Kai Knudson; Zach O’Hara
Claire Patterson; Simon Schoenborn
Rose Stoebner  

Faith in Action Team
Senior high students – are you interested 
in making a difference in Stillwater 
and around the Twin Cities through a 
variety of different service projects?
Meet other senior high students one 
Saturday a month for great times 
serving God through serving others! 
Team members will help decide what 
service projects are chosen for each 
month. Contact Cindy Jones via email 
at cjones@trinitylc.org or at ext. 137 if 
you are interested in being a part of the 
team  

PB&J (Pew Buddies & Jesus) 
Children ages three through grade two 
are able to enjoy the ever-changing, 
open-ended activity kit each week 
that encourages quiet learning during 
the worship service. Living out our 
commitment to raise children in faith, 
our children are included in worship 
through presence, involvement and 
experiencing worship alongside adults. 
PB&J kits are provided October 
through April outside the 
Worship Center doors. Be sure to 
pick-up a clipboard and activity box 
next time you are in worship!

Youth Worship 

  

The River is a worship service 
especially for senior high school 
students. It includes a student-led 
worship band, real-life talks on what 
youth are facing each day, powerful 
videos produced by youth and 
something new each week. 
The River is a great place to connect 
with God mid-week; bring your 
friends and be yourself.   

Save the Date
Sat., Dec. 1
Children 

Newborn to Grade 2
Who is coming to our 

house?
A special 

Christmas 
Event

family m i n i s t r i e s
Baptism instruction 
Sun., Nov. 18, 10:30 a.m.
For those who want to baptize a child
Begin a journey of promise, prayer, 
praise, and process. Through time in 
conversation and learning, families 
will learn how God has something 
wonderful to share through baptism. 
We will have the opportunity to learn 
more about God’s amazing promises 
and gifts shared with us as God makes 
us God’s own child. As God joins us 
for our time together, we trust that 
it will be blessed. To register, please 
contact Karen Elowson via email at 
kelowson@trinitylc.org or visit us 
online at trinitylc.org

Junior High Late Nighter
Nov. 16, 7-11 p.m., Grades 7-9
Cost: $5 plus for each food shelf item 
you bring, you get entered into a 
drawing for sweet prizes. 
Night will include a live band, dessert 
and snacks, Gym time, games, a 
message about thanks and much more. 
Fill out the day trip permission form 
online (or in the Youth Center) and 
drop it off with your $5 to sign up for 
this event. Contact Cory Jones for more 
information at ext. 144. 

Youth Jam Sessions
Thursdays 3-5 p.m.
Come jam with Drew King on 
Thursdays after school. Learn worship 
songs and jam. All instruments 
welcome. Let Drew know you are 
coming by leaving a message at ext. 134.

Wednesdays
7 p.m.

Garden Room
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Veterans’ 
Day Service
Sat., Nov. 10, 2007 – 2 p.m. 

Trinity Lutheran Church

Guest speaker:
Rev. Vernal Anderson
State Command Chaplain, 
Minnesota National Guard

Featuring:

Stillwater High School 
musical ensemble 
& St. Croix Valley Chordsman 
Organist, Dave Goulette


