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Read through the gospels 
in (less than) a year

Meeting 
Jesus in the  

Gospels 

An invitation to read
                    on your own this fall
Many of us want to read the Bible, but for a variety of reasons fi nd 
it diffi cult. This year, you are invited to 
meet Jesus by reading the gospels. Whether 
you already read your Bible frequently or 
have never read any part of it on your own, 
please make a commitment to reading Mark, 
Matthew, Luke and John. Pick up a reading 
guide after worship services or anytime at 
the Information Center in the Commons. 
The reading pace is three chapters per week, 
but otherwise is very fl exible. Read a Bible 
you already have, read online, or listen to 
the gospels on CD. Read individually, with 
your spouse, or as a family. Reading starts 
the week of Sept. 30 

• Use a Bible you already have or purchase a new 
one. If you are looking for a new Bible, two 
good choices are the New Oxford Annotated 
Bible with the Apocrypha, Augmented Third 
Edition, New Revised Standard Version and 
the HarperCollins Study Bible - New Revised 
Standard Version with the Apocryphal/
Deuterocanonical Books. 

• Listen to the gospels on CD. Many stores sell 
audio versions of the New Testament.

• If you spend a lot of time at your computer, 
you could read the gospels online at http://
bible.oremus.org. It is easy to use. Just select the 
New Revised Standard Version from the pull 
down menu and then type in the book and 
chapter you would like to read (example: Mark 1).

• The reading pace is three chapters per week. 
This reading plan is a guide; you can do it 
however you want. You may start reading Mark 
and get so into it that you read the whole gospel 
in just a few days!

• You may fi nd it helpful to create a regular 
rhythm for reading. For example, Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday mornings. You decide 
what works best for you.

• Some couples or families may enjoy reading 
together. Take turns reading the chapters out 
loud to one another throughout the week.

• Watch the Trinity Today, website, bulletin 
inserts, and e-newsletters for reminders about 
the suggested readings for each week and for 
discussion questions and key verses.

• Don’t get discouraged if you fall behind in your 
reading. You can always catch up or join in 
again at the start of each new gospel.

Helpful hints
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Jesus in the  Jesus in the  
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                   Enjoy!



Anytime is a good time to 
give altar fl owers
They beautify and enhance worship, while 
honoring a loved one, a special occasion or 
a whim! The following options are available 
for orders:
Blooming plants: $35
Beautiful, healthy plants presented 
in a seasonal basket. Choose from 
chrysanthemums, azaleas, kalanchoes or 
begonias.
Classic vase arrangement: $40
Comprised largely of chrysanthemums, 
carnations, limonium and larkspur, as well 
as other seasonal favorites.
Premium vase arrangement: $60
Adds bright gerbera daisies, bold 
snapdragons and elegant eucalyptus to the 
classic presentation.
Elite vase arrangement: $80
This impressive display adds vibrant 
delphimium, graceful willow branches and 
the spicy scent of stock to the premium vase.
To order fl owers, please contact 
Karen Remington at 439-7400 or 
kremington@trinitylc.org

Want to receive a Trinity 
e-newsletter?
An e-newsletter sent via email each 
Thursday is now available at Trinity. 
In it you will fi nd activities, volunteer 
opportunities and other important 
information for the coming week. If you 
would like to receive this e-newsletter, please 
visit our website at www.trinitylc.org and 
click on the subscribe icon in the lower right 
corner.

Sunday van schedule
Trinity’s van will be available during 
the Sunday 9 a.m. worship service. 
A van ride is available for members 
or non-members lacking other means 
of transportation. Please call the 
Church Offi ce (439-7400) between 
9 a.m. Wed. and 4 p.m. Thurs. to 
reserve your seat each week. Estimated 
pick-up times at senior residences if 
you have reserved a seat are:
8:15 a.m. – Boutwells Landing
8:25 a.m. – Raymie Johnson
8:35 a.m. – Croixdale
8:40 a.m. – Oakridge
8:45 a.m. – Rivertown  
       Commons 
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Publication Number: 
USPS 1509-650
Published every other week by 
Trinity Lutheran Church
115 N. 4th St., Box 339, Stillwater, MN 55082
Editor: Mary Steffl 
Design & Layout: Amy Shalles
Articles for the next Trinity Today
(issue dated Oct. 14), are due before 
2 p.m., Wed., Oct. 3, to arrive in your 
mailbox beginning Oct. 11. 
Offi ce: 651-439-7400
Fax: 651-430-2935 
E-mail: trinitytoday@trinitylc.org 
Web Site: www.trinitylc.org
Trinity Today is also available in full-color for 
download at Trinity’s web site. 
Postmaster: Send address changes to 
Trinity Lutheran Church, PO Box 339, 
Stillwater, MN 55082.

worship 
a t t e n d a n c e
September 15 & 16 
 5 p.m. 95 
 Drive-In 288 
 10 a.m. 200

September 22 & 23
 5 p.m. 114 
 9 a.m. 297 
 10:30 a.m. 301

TODAY

worship o p p o r t u n i t i e s

remember in your prayers

September 26, 29 & 30
 • Wednesday, 7 p.m.: The River (Grades 9-12 youth worship)

• Saturday, 5 p.m.: Worship, Communion
 • Sunday, 9 a.m.: Traditional Worship 

• Sunday, 10:30 a.m.: the WALK Worship, Communion, Nursery
October 3, 6 & 7

• Wednesday, 7 p.m.: The River (Grades 9-12 youth worship)
 • Saturday, 5 p.m.: Worship, Communion
 • Sunday, 9 a.m.: Traditional Worship 

• Sunday, 10:30 a.m.: the WALK Worship, Communion, Nursery

Please notify the Trinity offi ce at 439-7400 if you or anyone you know has 
a prayer need, or when you or a loved one is hospitalized (the hospitals 

do NOT notify us of admissions), has a baby or a death occurs in the family. Please 
contact Jane Backe at 439-6006 or Jan Most at 436-7264 for prayer team submissions.

Support in Prayer
• Ken Johnson  •  June Brochman  •  Lynn Ogburn  • Mary Wolf  •

  •  Tanzanian missionaries  •  

Baptisms
•  Linnea May Topper, daughter of Randy & Kara Topper
•  Mackenzie Ann Slachta, daughter of Rick & Amy Slachta

Sympathy to...
•  Sonia Esch, whose father Leonard Benson, passed away on Sept. 18.
• Miriam JuVette, whose mother passed away.
• Betty Nystrom, whose brother passed away.
• Karol Roehrkasse, whose father passed away.

Altar fl owers 
• In memory of Harry and Marie Palm and SFC Rollyn Palm, given by 

Miriam and Don Madsen

trinity
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n

Military personnel 
photos sought for 
Veterans’ Service
The Trinity Fine Arts Committee is 
seeking photographs of veterans and 
current military personnel for the 
annual Veterans service.  Anyone who 
would like to participate will need 
to submit their photographs by Sun., 
Oct. 21. For more information, please 
contact Larry Loyer at 206-2603. 
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serve the w o r l d
Jubilate Bells are ringing
Wednesdays, 7-8 p.m. – Chapel
The Jubilate Adult Handbell Choir 
needs ringers! Anyone who loves music 
can play handbells. It’s a wonderful 
way to worship God. We rehearse 
Wednesdays at 7 p.m. in the Chapel. 
New members are always welcome. 
Contact Deb at 351-7397 with 
questions.

Life, Love, Laugh, Lefse!
Everyone who loves lefse is invited to 
help make lefse for the Lutefisk Supper.  
Whether you have tons of experience 
making lefse or none at all, we welcome 
your help in the Trinity kitchen on the 
following dates:
Tue., Oct. 9, 6-9 p.m.
Thu., Oct. 11, 6-9 p.m.
Tue., Oct. 23, 9:30 a.m.-noon
Thu., Oct. 25, 6-9 p.m.
Please call Kari Bartingale at 430-3902 
to sign up or with questions.  
Tusen takk!

Get ready, get set, 
GO LUTEFISK!
Thu., Nov. 1 
11:30 a.m., 12:45, 4:15, 5:30, 6:45 p.m.
Tickets on sale Oct. 13
Adults $15, 12 & under $5, under 5 free
It’s time for the Lutefisk dinner 
again. This dinner takes more than 
300 volunteers to make it a success. 
Whatever your strength or passion, put 
it to use at this all-congregational event. 
If you can serve in any way, please 
contact Diane Johnson at 439-0947, 
Angie Orff at 439-3108 or SuzAnne 
Olson at 439-1968.

Embroidering  
enthusiats!
Now that fall is here and we are 
spending more time inside, how about 
embroidering dish towels? We provide 
the towels, which can be picked up in 
the Church Office, then you stamp and 
embroider them. These towels, plus our 
dish cloths will be sold at the Lutefisk/
Meatball Dinner on Nov. 1. Thank 
you! Contact Norma Swanson with 
questions at 439-6377.

Card Ministry to begin
Mon., Oct. 22
9:30-11 am – Garden Room
Are you interested in crafting cards? 
Would you like to be a part of a 
ministry that supports the sick, the 
grieving, and the homebound? If so, 
come to this introductory meeting to 
experience card-making fellowship. 
Experienced and non-experienced card-
makers are welcome. Sometimes this 
gets messy, so please dress accordingly.
Contact Janet Plaster at 439-4206 with 
questions.

JESUS Delivers
Sat., Oct. 27; Nov. 3, 17; Dec. 1, 15, 22 
9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Meet at The Daily Grind coffee shop in 
Stillwater and carpool to St. Paul
Serve meals to homeless men and 
women in St. Paul. Contact Peter  
or Cary Bolstorff at  
peterbolstorff@scelimited.com or 
caryjbolstorff@comcast.net, or  
439-8342 to serve. For complete details 
about the JESUS Delivers ministry, visit 
www.jesusdelivers.info

Jonathan 
Nye 
the Psalms 

Guy 

Psalm 27:1 
You, Lord, are the light that 
keeps me safe.  I am not 
afraid of anyone.  You protect 
me, and I have no fears. 

As I child I was afraid of the dark. 
So many children are. But this 
continues for me to this day. Not in 
the same way as when I was a child, 
but it’s there nevertheless. Checking 
behind me, aware of sounds that 
seem so much louder in the dark. 
Not knowing what is out there. It 
still concerns me. I find comfort in 
the light of a fire, a lighted room, 
street lights or better yet, a stadium 
filled with light. 

It is hard to muster the kind of 
faith that says, “I am not afraid of 
anyone.” Yet as a child of God, I 
can have that sense of strength and 
comfort within me. What is there 
to fear if I know God loves me and 
watches over me?  

But still, I’m afraid. I’ve read the 
news, I know the situation of this 
world, and the dangers that are 
there. These are real, whether I 
think about disturbed and violent 
people who walk amongst us 
everyday, or a group of people 
who are bound and determined to 
destroy our way of life in any way 
they can.  

The dangers are real. Can I honestly 
say, “I am not afraid of anyone?” I 
don’t know if I can be that honest. 
I’m still afraid of the dark!  

Our faith tells us that God is in 
charge. God is the ruler of this 
world, not those we fear. Our faith 
tells us that God is the one true 
light. The one who assures us that 
we have nothing to fear. 

I believe, Lord help my unbelief!



On Purpose:  
Ordained
By Tim Quarberg

I don’t know about you, 
but I have struggled 
throughout my adult life 
to find a sense of “call”. 
I have often wished, and 
prayed, that God would 
just speak to me, that God 
would literally “call” me 
to something that would 
bring peace, fulfillment, 
and a certain kind of pride. 
Alas, it was never that easy.

When I was 
a student at Luther Seminary, and later in law 
school, many of my friends and peers expressed 
a great sense of certainty about why they were 
there and what they were going to pursue upon 
completing their studies. In my case, I never 
really felt that I wanted to be a pastor or a 
lawyer, and wasn’t sure why I was there, even 
though I was confident that studying theology, 

and subsequently law, was the right thing for me to be 
doing, something that I was “called” to do. But finding and 
following a “call” beyond formal education proved to be 
elusive. Although I did decide to accept a “call” to parish 
ministry, I did not experience that work as being something 
I was called by God to do, even though there were many 
good things about it. Likewise, my early career as an attorney 
was not marked by the kind of satisfaction that I associate 
with something God wants me to be doing. Instead, I felt 
under-employed and wrongly used. Although my days and 
my life were full of reasons for joy, I often felt angry and 
sad. Looking back, I see that I was at least moderately, if not 
clinically, depressed.

At one point in my life, after having recently left the practice 
of law and when I was trying to figure out what to do next, 
I was talking with my wife, Amy. Somewhat out of the 
blue, I told her that the one thing I had always wanted to 
do was to be a singer-songwriter. Much to her credit, Amy, 
instead of suggesting I take a reality check (I was 43-years-
old and was terrified of singing, even in church), 
simply asked why I had not done anything about 
pursuing that dream. My only excuse was that I 
just didn’t think I’d be as good as Paul Simon or 
James Taylor, or any of my other heroes in that 
realm of life. Thankfully, Amy’s response was to 
challenge me to write a song. I did. And overnight 
something clicked; the pieces fell into place, and 
for the first time my life actually made 
sense to me in a way that it never had 
before. I discovered what I believe was 
a true call from God.

I heard that call in a stray remark in an unguarded moment 
through a conversation with my best friend. 

A while back I wrote a song for a friend who was being 
ordained into the priesthood. Without taking anything away 
from those who have been “ordained” by a religious body, I 
believe that God has ordained each of us to a life that is lived 
in response to God’s call to us. Perhaps we would be wise to 
claim the language of “call” and “ordination” for everyone, 
not only those who serve as clergy in various 
religious organizations. In any event, I will close 
this piece by sharing the lyrics of that song:

Ordained
I woke up at three a.m. every night last week,
Filled with an emptiness that just won’t let me sleep.
Each look at the clock reminds me I’ve been wasting time,
Trying to live some other life instead of living mine.

Distracted by the answers in the books upon my shelf,
I’ve re-read ‘most every word and still can’t find myself.
Living life my own way, pretending not to know
The You I was sure about many years ago.

Take this broken heart and fill it, fill it with your light.
Take this wounded soul and will it into the fight.
I know you’re the one who even wind and waves obey.
Who am I to argue or stand in the way?
I just want to live my life, the one that You ordained
The one that You ordained.

Another night of restless turning, it’s three a.m. again.
I reminisce my yesterdays with you again old friend.
All those years of trying, making all the right moves,
Always something more to do, something left to prove.

While you laid your plans for me, I went on denying.
You kept looking for me and I kept hiding.
Now that you have found me my heart can’t be contained.
You met me in my weakness and overlooked my stains.

You took this broken heart and filled it, filled it with your 
light.

You took this wounded soul and willed it into the fight.
I know you’re the one who even wind and waves obey.
Who am I to argue or stand in the way?
I just want to live my life, the one that You ordained
The one that You ordained.

Make of me an instrument of peace and all your ways.
Help me see your footprints as I walk through my day
When I’m feeling down and out with no place left to hide,
Remind me that your door is open, welcome me inside.

I know you’re the one who even wind and waves obey.
By your grace I am reminded each and every day.
I just want to live my life, the one that You ordained,
The one that You ordained.
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on  p u r p o s e

Tim just released his debut CD entitled “Go Fly a Kite.”  
Visit his website at www.timquarberg.com
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Retired Men’s Group  
October gathering
Tue., Oct. 9, 9 a.m. – Croixdale
Join us to hear speakers from 
Presbyterian Homes corporate office 
and Boutwells talk about issues relating 
to aging. Please contact Vic Thalacker at 
439-9782 with questions. 

Register now for  
Black Hills Family Camp
July 27-Aug. 1, 2008 – Black Hills
Are you interested in joining other  
families from Trinity in taking a  
stress-free vacation?
If so, consider going to Family 
Church Camp at Outlaw Ranch in the 
beautiful Black Hills next summer. It’s 
a wonderful way to nurture family 
relationships while renewing  one’s 
soul with worship, bible study for kids 
and adults and afternoon free time for 
family activities. Here is what Daune 
and Hyunsook Laabs said about their 
family’s experience this summer, “It 
was the most stress-free vacation we 
have had in some time. At Outlaw 
Ranch your soul gets healing while 
your body and mind rest. Our daughter 
liked everything about the camp; her 
counselors, the music, the horses and all 
other activities.” 
If you are interested in family camp, 
please contact Kris Linner at ext. 107 
or klinner@trinitylc.org The camp fills 
up fast and is first-come, first-served. 
To assure your spot you must register 
by the week of Nov. 5! Check out more 
information by going to www.losd.org

Holy Land experience
Planning meeting: Nov. 4, 2008
Pastor Chuck and Flo Claus invite you 
to consider a pilgrimage trip to the 
Holy Land of present-day Israel. This 
will be a basic tour of the Christian 
sites in Galilee, Judea and Jerusalem. 
Some of the Hebrew sites will also 
be included in the tour. We will offer 
educational classes in the fall of 2008 to 
prepare people for this great experience. 
An opportunity to visit either Jordan or 
Egypt will be included as an extra add 
on to the basic tour. When Chuck and 
Flo return from teaching at Tumaini 
University in Tanzania in late January, 
more information will be available. 

upcoming   e v e n t s sep. 29- oct. 12 c a l e n d a r
Sat., Sep. 29
  11 a.m. Youth Worship Band Retreat: Luther Hall,  
  Choir Room, Worship Center
 3 p.m. Wedding-Scribner/Zywiec: Chapel
  5 p.m. WORSHIP, COMMUNION 
Sun., Sep. 30
 9a.m. Secret Message of Jesus: Room 108B
 9 a.m. Couples Small Group: Library Conf. Room
 9 a.m. Sunday School (3 yrs.-Gr.2): Lower Level 
 9 a.m. Bible Explorers: Garden Room
 9 a.m. Club 56: Luther Hall
 9 a.m. WORSHIP, COMMUNION, NURSERY 
 10:30 a.m. WORSHIP, COMMUNION, NURSERY
 10:30 a.m. On-Purpose Kickoff: Commons 
 10:30 a.m. Jesus 101: Garden Room
 10:30 a.m. Sunday School: Lower Level
 10:30 a.m.  Couples Small Group: Lower Level
 3 p.m. New Member orientation: Garden Room, Gym
Mon., Oct. 1
 7:30 a.m. AA Meeting: Living Library 
 9 a.m. Small Group Leader Training: Room 108B 
 6:30 p.m. Tai Chi-Session 1: Gym 
 7 p.m. Monday Night Bible Study: Living Library 
Tue., Oct. 2
 8:30 a.m. Tuesday Morning Bible Study: Living Room  
  9 a.m.  Mom’s Day Off: Lower Level
 1 p.m. Martha Circle: Home of Audrey Jeans   
 1:15 p.m. Prayer Group: Office Conf. Room 
 6 p.m. Living Your Strengths Workshop: Living Room
 7 p.m. Jesus 101: Garden Room 
Wed., Oct. 3
  Trinity Today deadline
 9 a.m. Pilates w/Stability Ball: Narthex 
 9:15 a.m. Heart of the Home Moms: Lower Level 
 4:30 p.m. Confirmation Band rehearsal: Worship Center
 5 p.m. Joyful Noise Choir (K-Gr. 2): Heritage Chapel 
 5 p.m. Allelulia Choir (Gr. 3-6): Choir Room 
 5:30 p.m. Pizza Night Children: Gym
 6 p.m. Couples Small Group: Room 111
 6 p.m. Pizza Night Youth: Garden Room
 6 p.m. Bible Explorers: Gym
 6 p.m. Confirmation Leader meeting (Gr. 7-8): Narthex
 6 p.m. Wednesday Learning: Lower Level 
 6 p.m. Club 56: Luther Hall
 6:30 p.m. Confirmation Leader meeting (Gr. 9): Narthex
 6:30 p.m. Confirmation (Gr. 7-8)
 7 p.m. Temple Choir Rehearsal: Choir Room
 7p.m. Confirmation (Gr. 9)
 7 p.m. The River youth worship: Garden Room
 7 p.m. Jubilate Bells: Chapel
Thu., Oct. 4
 9 a.m. Mom’s Day Off: Lower Level 
 9 a.m. Bible Study–Gospel of John: Living Room
 1 p.m. Miriam Circle: Living Room
 2 p.m. Caregiver Support Group: Joseph’s Restaurant
 4 p.m. Coordinating Committee: Living Room
 7 p.m. Small Group Leadering training: Room 108B
 7 p.m. the WALK Rehearsal: Worship Center 

Fri., Oct. 5
 7 a.m.  AA Meeting: Living Library   
Sat., Oct. 6
 5 p.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION 
 6 p.m. A Norwegian Dinner: Commons
 7 p.m. Artist’s Reception: Narthex
 8 p.m. Festive Concert: Worship Center
Sun., Oct. 7 
 9a.m. Secret Message of Jesus: Room 108B
 9 a.m. Couples Small Group: Library Conf. Room
 9 a.m. Sunday School (3 yrs.-Gr.2): Lower Level 
 9 a.m. Bible Explorers: Garden Room
 9 a.m. Club 56: Luther Hall
 9 a.m. WORSHIP, COMMUNION, NURSERY 
 10:30 a.m. WORSHIP, COMMUNION, NURSERY
 10:30 a.m. Called to Service: Living Room 
 10:30 a.m. Jesus 101: Garden Room
 10:30 a.m. Sunday School: Lower Level
 10:30 a.m.  First Communion Instruction: Luther Hall 
Mon., Oct. 8
 7:30 a.m. AA Meeting: Living Library 
 6 p.m. Trinity for Tomorrow team: Room 108B
 6:30 p.m.  Tai Chi-Session 1: Gym 
 7 p.m. Monday Night Bible Study: Living Library 
Tue., Oct. 9
 8:15 a.m. Leah Circle: Meet at Boutwells Café 
 8:30 a.m.  Tuesday Morning Bible Study: Living Room 
 9 a.m. Retired Men’s Group: Tour Croixdale
 9 a.m.  Mom’s Day Off: Lower Level
 1:15 p.m.  Prayer Group: Office Conf. Room
 6 p.m. Lefse Making: Kitchen 
 7 p.m. Dorcas Circle: Home of Arlene Herbst
 7 p.m. Jesus 101: Garden Room
 7 p.m. Growing Your Faith: Living Room
 Wed., Oct. 10
 9 a.m. Pilates w/Stability Ball: Narthex
 10 a.m. CareGivers Retreat: Room 108B, Living Room 
 4:30 p.m. Confirmation Band rehearsal: Worship Center
 5 p.m. Joyful Noise Choir (K-Gr. 2): Heritage Chapel 
 5 p.m. Allelulia Choir (Gr. 3-6): Choir Room 
 5:30 p.m. Pizza Night Children: Gym
 6 p.m. Bible Explorers: Gym
 6 p.m. Wednesday Learning: Lower Level 
 6 p.m. Club 56: Luther Hall
 6 p.m. Pizze Night Youth: Garden Room
 6 p.m. Confirmation Leader meeting (Gr. 7-8): Narthex
 6:30 p.m. Confirmation Leader meeting (Gr. 9): Narthex
 6:30 p.m. Confirmation (Gr. 7-8)
 7 p.m. Temple Choir Rehearsal: Choir Room
 7p.m. Confirmation (Gr. 9)
 7 p.m. The River youth worship: Garden Room
 7 p.m. Jubilate Bells: Chapel
Thu., Oct. 11
 9 a.m. Mom’s Day Off: Lower Level
 9 a.m. Bible Study—Gospel of John: Living Room
 3 p.m. Jam session with Drew: Worship Center
 4 p.m. Coordinating Committee: Living Room 
 6 p.m. Lefse making: Kitchen
 7 p.m. the WALK Rehearsal: Worship Center 
Fri., Oct. 12
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Living Library 
 5 p.m. Pearson/McLean wedding rehearsal:  
    Worship Center
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FALL CLASSES
Jesus 101
Sun., 10:30-11:30 a.m.
Sept. 30; Oct. 7, 14, 21, 28;  
Nov. 4, 11, 18; Dec. 2, 9  OR  
Tue., 7-8 p.m., Oct. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30;  
Nov. 6, 13, 20; Dec. 4, 11 – Garden Room
Jesus of Nazareth has fascinated 
people for centuries. His message is 
so compelling that millions of people 
around the world have chosen to follow 
in his spiritual path. Using the latest 
and best research, participants in this 
class will explore the purpose of Jesus’ 
life and message and reflect on what 
it means to connect our lives with his 
today. This class is for people who have 
questions about Jesus and who are 
searching for new ways to understand 
what it means to be a Christian. 
Topics include:
Where did Jesus come from? 
How Jewish was Jesus?
What did Jesus care about most?
What did Jesus teach? 
Why did Jesus heal?
What is the connection between Jesus 
and the Psalms?
How did Jesus want his followers to 
live?
Why was Jesus killed?
What happened in the days after Jesus’ 
death?
How can we be Jesus in our own skin?
Led by Pastor Siri Erickson with 
Jonathan Nye, Jody Thone, Pastor 
Luther Dale, and members of the  
Jesus 101 Learning Team

Growing Your Faith in a  
Changing World
Tue., Oct. 9, 16, 23, 30; Nov. 6, 13
7-8:15 p.m. – Living Room
We can get anything we want, from 
anywhere in the world, whenever 
we want it. Still, our lives aren’t any 
different than other generations before 
us. Our time is. We want spiritual 
direction, but it has to be real for us 
and available when we need it. We want 
a new format for getting Christian 
perspectives. In short films, Michigan 
Pastor Rob Bell touches on issues that 
we care about, that we want to talk 
about, and that come in a way that fits 
our world. Led by Dr. James L. Moline

learning & growing  t h i s  f a l l
Jesus 101 Online
Fall 2007
If you are interested in Jesus 101 but 
can’t attend the classes, then help pilot 
Trinity’s first online learning experience. 
Online participants will learn a modified 
version of the Jesus 101 class through 
the Trinity website. Active participation 
and discussion is required. Jesus 101 
Online will only be offered if 10 or more 
people sign up. If you would like to 
try this new learning experience, please 
register by Oct. 1. 
Led by Pastor Siri Erickson

BOOK DISCUSSIONS
The Secret Message  
of Jesus
Sun., Sept. 30; Oct. 7, 14, 21, 28;  
Nov. 4, 11, 18; 9-10 a.m. – Room 108B
Explore the life and teachings of Jesus 
through the eyes of pastor and writer 
Brian McLaren in his new book, The 
Secret Message of Jesus: Uncovering the 
Truth that Could Change Everything. 
Engaging, thought-provoking, and 
challenging, McLaren brings a fresh 
perspective to what it means to  
follow Jesus in our world today.  
Led by David Teschler

BIBLE STUDIES
Meeting Jesus in the  
Gospel of John 
Thu., Oct. 4 – Dec. 13, 9-10 a.m.  
Living Room
The poetic literary style of the Gospel of 
John is filled with rich imagery. Like the 
other gospels, the Gospel of John tells 
the story of Jesus’ life and teachings, but 
it does so in a unique and interesting 
way. Come when you can 
as we read and discuss 
the Gospel of John 
together.  
Led by Pastor Kris 
Linner

LEADERSHIP  
DEVELOPMENT
Prayer: Connecting  
With Jesus
Mon., Oct. 1, 9-10 a.m.  OR
Thu., Oct. 4, 7-8 p.m.
These are identical sessions. Room 108B
Formal, informal, out loud, silently, 
on our knees, while we go about our 
daily tasks – prayer has many looks 
and plays an important role in the lives 
of small group leaders. This practical 
session will be beneficial for leaders 
of both life groups and task teams. 
Contact Julie Jolivette at ext. 108 or 
jjolivette@trinitylc.org with questions.

COUPLES
Couples Small Group at 
10:30 a.m.
Sept. 30; Oct. 14, 28; Nov. 18; Dec. 2, 16
Option 1: The Most Important Place  
on Earth
Building a Christian home requires 
planning, urgency, focus, purposefulness 
and intentionality. Topics include 
respect for the power of words, the 
smell of God’s presence, celebration, 
plenty of laughter, firm and loving 
discipline, and lots of grace. The 
results, Wolgemuth says, will produce 
permanent and positive impressions not 
only on your children but also on you 
and your neighbors. A well-constructed 
Christian home requires work. After all, 
your home is the most important place 
on earth.

Option 2: Your Time-Starved Marriage

Does your marriage feel overscheduled 
and underconnected? Authors Les and 
Leslie Parrott will guide you into a more 
vibrant and intimate relationship as they 
help you identify your individual time 
styles, reclaim the “missing” hours, and 
maximize the moments you share. 

5 Signs of a Loving Family
Wed., Oct. 3, 24; Nov. 14; Dec. 5, 19
6-7:30 p.m. 
Led by Kari and Dave Kahl 
Sunday school is offered at 9 and 
10:30 am. Please sign your child up for 
the same time slot as your marriage 
group. Nursery will be available at 
both worship times and on Wednesday 
evening.
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ON-PURPOSE MINISTRIES
Being Jesus in  
Your Own Skin 
Sun., Sept. 30, 10 a.m.-Noon – Commons
Come learn about all the On-Purpose 
opportunities:
• Living Your Strengths
• Called to Service
• Living Your Strengths 2:
 Marcus Buckingham Video Series
• Strengths at Work Small Groups, 

Strengths Focused Parenting 
Small Groups, StrengthsQuest, 
StrengthsExplorer

• The Myers-Briggs Type Indicator and  
If You Want to Walk on Water.   
Led by Jody Thone and Learning & 
Living On Purpose Group

Living Your Strengths
Tue., Oct. 2, 6-9 p.m. – Living Room
Tue., Nov. 13, 6-9 p.m. – Office Conf. Room
Cost: $15 book fee, $5 dinner
Based on the work 
of the Gallup 
organization and 
over two million 
interviews, Living 
Your Strengths 
is a process that 
helps you to identify, affirm and serve 
from your strengths. It includes the 
Clifton StrengthsFinder® assessment and 
Trinity’s own workshop designed to bring 
us together to explore our strengths and 
learn about the incredible power of our 
community when we serve God from our 
strengths. Led by Jody Thone

Called to Service  
Sun., Oct. 7, 14, 28 
10:30-11:45 a.m. Living Room
God is calling you. Are you listening? 
We are called to use our strengths in this 
world vocationally and missionally. Come 
explore your call. Sessions will explore the 

following topics:
1. Listening to God
2. Exploring Your 
Heart
3. Deciding and 
Following Your Call
Led by Jody Thone

With Pastor Kris Linner
care m i n i s t r i e s

pray
where you are

By Pastor Kris Linner

A few weeks ago I spent a really great 
day with my family and friends. We 
were not off enjoying a summer day 
in the sun. It was rainy and cold. We 
were not relaxing on vacation. We were 
working. Any guesses as to what made 
our rainy work day together so great?

The answer may surprise you. We  
were preparing and serving meals to  
the homeless. Through the ministry  
of JESUS Delivers, we served over  
175 people a hot meal. It was a day 
well-spent because we received far  
more than we gave.

We gave a few hours of our time, but 
Jesus delivered to us much more than 
we gave to others. 

Here is what Jesus delivered to my 
family:
- a huge reminder to not take for 

granted what we have

When my family gathers for a meal 
we pray the traditional table prayer, 
“Come Lord Jesus,” however, we add 
a second verse. “Blessed be God who 
is our bread, may all the world be 
clothed and fed.”

The older I get, the more dangerous 
I find prayer to be. In other words, 
I have come to realize that calls me 
to answer my own prayers. God 
empowers me to action. Praying that 
the world “be clothed and fed,” is not 
a passive prayer. It is an invitation 
for me to bring God’s Kingdom on 

- gracious 
smiles of 
gratitude 
from those 
we served

- the breaking 
down of our 
stereotypes 
about the 
homeless

- seeing the importance of putting our 
faith in action

- a calling to reach out to make a 
difference in the world

- the ability to look beyond ourselves
- the joy of working side-by-side with 

friends in Christ

Our experience as a family was 
summed up by my daughter’s question, 
“When can we do this again?”

I invite you to get involved in serving 
others and discover what Jesus will 
deliver to you!

earth to life. That prayer, whether I 
like it or not, is an imperative for me 
to make a difference in God’s world. 
Prayer is a dangerous thing. Be 
careful for what you pray for!

Gracious God,

Open my heart to see prayer as an 
invitation to action. Help me to be 
your hands and heart in a hurting 
world. Amen.

LIVING your STRENGTHS

1

CALLED TO SERVICE
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called

to

service
Trinity’s Equipping Process–On Purpose



Barn Bash
Fri., Oct. 5 –Wash. Cty. Fairgrounds
Young Life and St. Croix Valley area 
churches (including Trinity!) are 
hosting an amazing after-homecoming 
party – The Barn Bash! All students in 
grades 10-12 are invited to head over to 
the Washington County Fairgrounds 
after the homecoming football game 
on Oct. 5. We will have a dance, food, 
hayrides and a bonfire. The cost is 
only $5! Contact Cory Jones for 
more information at ext. 144 or at 
cljones@trinitylc.org 

Mission: Australia
Frequent flier miles sought 
Drew King, a young man from 
Trinity, has accepted a missionary 
position with the Lutheran Church 
of Australia. This mission experience 
will have several components. One of 
the experiences will be reaching out 
to at-risk youth who do not fit well 
with a traditional educational model. 
Another opportunity will be working 
with Aboriginal youth and their life-
skills training. Drew 
will also be working 
with video, making 
TV programming for 
students, and providing 
outreach to young 
people. All these 
ministries are part of a 
new church model that 
is taking the church where people need 
help and then being the church in the 
community. This is a new model for 
Australia and for the US. This is a great 
partnership and it will be exciting to 
see where God leads us. Drew is in the 
process of raising funds for his trip. We 
need 100,000 Northwest miles to fly 
him there and back. If you or someone 
you know might want to donate miles 
or sponsor this ministry, please contact  
TJ Anderson at 439-7400, ext 120.

Drew King

family m i n i s t r i e s
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Sunday & Wednesday 
Learning
Travel on a journey discovering Jesus, 
his life, his teachings, his friends and his 
relationship with us as God’s children. 
Engaging children and families in a 
variety of learning opportunities, you 
are invited on a journey created to 
explore, support and grow children’s 
and family’s faith and understanding of 
God and Jesus.

Sunday and Wednesday 
Children’s Learning  
needs you!
The Sunday & Wednesday learning 
opportunities for our children are 
planned and we need YOU to help 
the children on their faith journeys! 
Whether you enjoy leading or co-
leading a group of children, organizing 
activities, singing or playing guitar, 
enjoy photography or video taping, 
like to provide hospitality and welcome 
others, or have some other strength or 
talent you want to share, WE NEED 
YOU on the team! Opportunities exist 
in all age groups and on both Sunday 
morning and Wednesday evening! 
Please contact:
• Karen Gieseke at ext. 145, 

kgieseke@trinitylc.org
• Rebecca Christiansen at 

rchristiansen@trinitylc.org
• Mary Peters at mpeters@trinitylc.org

Nursery
Sun. mornings & Wed. evenings
Coming soon...NEWLY 
DECORATED ENVIRONMENT!  
The Nursery Ministry is available for 
children ages six weeks through  
24-months-of-age. Children experience 
the love of Christ through tender care, 
joyful music, creative dance, meaningful 
stories and a child-choice play area.

Club 56
Club 56 invites students in grades 5-6 
to join their friends in fun activities, 
faith-building opportunities, movies, 
discussion and some junk food, while 
discovering their faith in everyday-life 
situations. Using the Bible as a resource 
and guide, Club 56 kids are challenged 
to stretch, discover unique God-given 
strengths and become equipped to live 
out and share their faith.

Hearts of the Home 
childcare ministry  
needs you!
Hearts of the Home needs you if 
you enjoy giving tender care while 
playing with little children. Hearts of 
the Home meets the first, third and 
fifth Wednesdays of the month, from 
9-11 a.m. While the HOTH moms 
are engaged in small group studies, 
safe, loving childcare is offered to 
their children. If interested in being a 
part of this ministry, please contact: 
Rebecca Christiansen at 439-7400 or 
Karen Gieseke at 439-7400 ext. 145, or 
kgieseke@trinitylc.org

PB&J (Pew Buddies & Jesus) 
Children age 3 through grade 2 are able 
to enjoy the ever-changing, open-ended 
activity kit each week that encourages 
quiet learning during the worship 
service. Living out our commitment 
to raise children in faith, our children 
are included in worship through 
presence, involvement and experiencing 
worship alongside adults. PB&J kits 
are provided October through April 
outside the Worship Center doors. Be 
sure to pick-up a clipboard and activity 
box next time you are in worship!

Family Engaging  
Devotion (FED) ministry! 
Written by families and friends in our 
own faith community, these weekly 
family devotions will arrive at your 
home at the click of a mouse! Written 
to coincide with the learning theme 
and scriptures being used throughout 
Trinity learning opportunities 
that week, FED gives families an 
opportunity to begin and continue 
faith conversations, and nurture and 
grow in their faith together. Sign-up 
today to get FED! At home or away, 
stay connected and continue the faith 
conversations! E-mail Karen Elowson 
at kelowson@trinitylc.org to sign up.
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Confi rmation has begun
6:30-8 p.m. – students in grades 7-8 
7-8:30 p.m. – students in grade 9 
Confi rmation is an important 
milestone experience for junior high 
youth. Trinity has great leaders and a 
great program to help that milestone 
experience have lasting meaning. If you 
have not regsitered for confi rmation 
yet, there’s still time. Visit us online at 
trinitylc.org or pick up a registration 
form in the Youth Center or at the 
Information Center in the Commons.

Bible Explorers
Dig into your Bibles! Join the journey! 
Great activities, learning, friends, 
games, crafts and music, all leading to 
knowing more about Jesus, his life and 
the relationship Jesus invites us to have 
with God. Become an expert explorer 
as you learn about the Bible, its great 
stories, and what a great book it is to 
read! Everyone’s talking about the Bible 
– don’t be caught without one!
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MEA Getaway 2007 at 
Castaway!
Oct. 18-21; students in grades 9-12
Camp Castaway, Detroit Lakes, MN
Cost: $175
Are you looking for something 
different this MEA weekend?
These are some of the things you 
could experience if you joined us at 
MEA GETAWAY at Camp Castaway:
• An Amazing Speaker – Efrem Smith 

is an internationally recognized 
speaker who uses storytelling, 
comedy, and passion to present the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ as well as 
presenting principles for living the 
Christian life on a daily basis.  

• Faith Growth – time for students to 
Go Deeper! 

• Leader Development – With 
Mission Mexico coming up, 
MEA Getaway would be a great way 
to get some great leadership training.  

• New friendships or strengthened 
current ones – there will be over 
300 students from all over the 
Twin Cities.

• Zero Boredom – there will be 
free time to chill, take a walk, play 
football, soccer, etc., board games or 
hang out with your awesome youth 
staff and volunteers!

It will be a fun fall retreat hanging out 
with friends and growing closer to God 

Breakfast Clubs 2007-2008
“Hey I heard in 2007 it is cool to call 
Breakfast Clubs ‘B-Clubs.’ 
Just something cool I heard.” 

Do you like to hang out with friends? 
Do want to grow in your faith?

If you answered yes to those questions 
then you are going to love Breakfast 
Clubs! B-Clubs are high school small 
groups that meet once a week or twice 
a month. Trinity would love to help 
connect you to a group and a leader. 
Breakfast Clubs meet at all different 
times of day – not just for breakfast! 
Groups can even meet on Wednesday 
nights after The River Youth Worship 
Service! (What a great idea!) Contact 
Cindy Jones if you are interested in 
joining a group at 439-7400 ext. 137.

R.O.C.K. registration 
now open 
Recreational Opportunities for 
Christian Kids
Have you been searching for a fun 
recreational program for your child in 
grades 1-4 in a church setting? Have 
you wished there was a place for 
kids to build skills in sports without 
the travel and focus on competition? 
If your answer is yes, you’ll be 
happy to learn about the R.O.C.K. 
basketball program. R.O.C.K. is a 
non-competitive, skills-based basketball 
program with an emphasis on Christ-
centered team play. Children are taught 
the value of character development and 
how it relates to living in a Christian 
community. Registration forms are 
available in the Church Offi ce and 
online at trinitylc.org. If you have 
any questions about R.O.C.K., please 
contact Deb Simcik at 275-0859.

Nursery Ministry 
opportunities! 
Trinity’s Nursery Ministry has 
opportunities available for those who 
love to spend time with God’s littlest 
children! If you enjoy sharing both 
your energy and your tender care with 
babies and pre-schoolers, we’d like to 
hear from you! Trinity’s Nursery is 
available Sunday mornings, Wednesday 
evenings, and other times by prior 
arrangement. If you are interested in 
joining the Nursery Ministry Team, 
please contact Karen Gieseke at 
kgieseke@trinitylc.org, or at ext. 145, 
or Rebecca Christiansen, Director 
of Early Childhood Ministries at 
rchristiansen@trinitylc.org 

Youth Worship 

   The River 
Youth Worship Service has 

moved to Wednesdays from 
7-8 p.m. in the Garden Room. 
Join us as we kick-off the “I AM” 
series – learning about who Jesus 
claims to be. 

Wednesday 
Pizza Night 
Enjoy the ease of Wednesday 
Pizza Night for children and their 
families. From 5:30-6:30 p.m., 
families are invited to enjoy pizza 
and conversation together before 
joining other families and children 
in an evening of faith learning 
opportunities. $1/slice.
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6 p.m. A Norwegian Supper
Created by Susan Carr and served by the 
Temple Choir. Delicacies include smorbrod 
and pickled herring, served in the Commons.
$10 per person (maximum 100 guests)
Call Diane Rollie at 439-7400, ext. 141, to 
reserve your ticket, or purchase online at trinitylc.org

7 p.m. Artist’s Reception
Meet and talk with artist Claire Anne Thone
View her works in the Narthex gallery.
Free and open to all

8 p.m.  Festive Concert
Featuring, from Norway, soprano 
Elisabeth Tandberg and 
The Valley Chamber Chorale.
Free and open to all

From the Land of the Midnight Sun

Trinity Fine Arts
presents

A festival of Norwegian music, art & food

Saturday, October 6

“Scandi-lion” by 
Claire Anne Thone 


