ONTARIO LACROSSE ASSOCIATION
Annual General Meeting

WOMEN’S FIELD ANNUAL MEETING

November 10, 2006 – 7:00 pm

Cree Room; Sheraton Fallsview, Niagara Falls

Minutes

Attendance

Member Clubs:


OWL Executive Committee:

Paul Gilkinson - Brampton

Lynn Thomas – Commissioner

Heather Fairbridge - Brampton
Gord Robertson – Director of Competitions

Geoff Elmer – Burlington

Todd Pepper – Director of Development

Joe Slomka – Burlington

Roxanne Curtis – Director of Technical Programs
Fred Blowes - Kawartha

Neha Patel – Director at Large (Communications)
Stephen Taylor – Mississauga
Stephen Taylor – Director at Large (Discipline / Assignor)


Kevin Crowther – Orillia




John Mayo - Orillia

Judy Uza - Oshawa
Matt Uza – Oshawa
Merv Perry – Owen Sound

Kim Roy – St. Catharines

Kris Johnson – Six Nations
Ron Parkinson – Stars Lacrosse

Julie Norton – Toronto
Todd Pepper - Toronto
Observers:

Terry McCallum – Toronto Stars
Stephanie Reisler – Toronto Beaches

1. Introduction and Overview
· Lynn Thomas, Commissioner 
· Welcome 

· Discussion on holding meeting on Friday as opposed to Sunday

· Move AGM to Sunday for following year?

· Friday is recommended by attending clubs

· Ann Rudge (VP Field) not able to make it to the Friday AGM
· Stars Lacrosse – Terry McCullum
· Recommend OLA to look at making it a weekend event with clinics that would make it more beneficial for al clubs to attend more than the OWL AGM.
· Review of Voting Procedures

· 1 vote per club
· Directors entitled to debate, but not to vote

· OWL executive representing clubs can vote on behalf of their clubs, but not the Exec

· Commissioner to break any ties

· 2005 Minutes
	Motion: Judy Uza
	Second: Fred Blowes
	APPROVED


· 2006 Review:
· 20% overall growth in registration in travel teams from last year

· 27% from two years ago

· Bulk of growth in U15 league

· Large growth in house league, although total figures not available in all previous years.
· Participation of U15 at OLA festival this year – very positive with lots of positive feed back from all involved

· OWL Executive Review

· Todd Pepper did a lot of work in development

· start up kits donated in three centres: Peterborough, Toronto & Huntsville
· Two centers interested in joining – one this year, one for future years

· Residency rules a bit of an issue – will be dealt with in 2007

· Stephen Taylor handled discipline – report made along with umpiring report

· Gord Robertson – competitions U19 full round robin determined by clubs in early 2006
· Julie Norton – medals / registration / statistician
· Roxanne Curtis – Technical (Coaching & Umpiring)
· Couple of issues with communications – will be improving on for next year

· Directors Reports Review

· Competitions Report (Gord Robertson) attached
· Single round robin in U19 at request of clubs at OWL Club Forum
· U19 summer games (review)
· Owen Sound U19B, C and senior (review)
· U15 at OLA festival (review)
· Technical (Roxanne Curtis)
· Coaching clinics – reps please remind first year coaches who did community clinic – only one workbook has been returned – please return ASAP
· Level 2 – requirement for Ontario Summer Games – this was the first year we obtained that goal

· Both clinics offered again this spring

· Officiating – 50 certified officials – most saw action this year – recommending moving forward several level 1’s to level 2 and level 2 re-cert’s to new level NOCP officiating course
· Development ( Todd Pepper)
· Lead program – achieved moderate success of recent/current university student with new high school  - programs and house leagues – will expand next year
· Stick loan program – 2 year goal to get 5 kits and we have 3

· New clubs – Huntsville, Peterborough, Stars, and Beaches all experienced new teams this year

· Ontario lax festival went well and was well received with great exposure
· Jane Lee – Director at large responsible for touring teams (report by L. Thomas)
· U.K. touring teams went to Orillia, St. Catharines and Six Nations
· Break next year because of the U-19 Worlds
· Stephen Taylor

· Card Summary: some text has wrapped around to next row in handout e.g. U20 2006 TG as 110
· Good year this year with regards to discipline

· One full hearing – went well
· Some red card incidents that didn’t require a hearing and were dealt with outside of holding a hearing

· One straight red that was dealt with 

· 1.5 cards per game at Senior level not yet a large concern
· Bottom of first page of handout – out of 292 cards, two calls are of most concern: 80 swipes (uncontrolled check at speed) and dangerous propelling / shot (likely propels miswritten / called) 
· These are an issue because they are control issues.  We’d like clubs to talk to their players re decision making around these safety issues, plus reinforce this to players about them after they’re carded. This should help control and decrease numbers issued
· Breakdown of games given for each umpire, explained why some refs didn’t get games.  Everyone who was available got games accordingly.
· Julie Norton – not on Board but helped behind the scenes (volunteer)
· Up until about 10 days before start of seasons had 500 registrations and received 800 registrations in the 10 days before so clubs please try and get forms in sooner

· Ron Parkinson – commented - didn’t have much communication as to where to send the forms
· Judy Uza – some slowed because of some rule changes.  Would be great to have all the information around Feb. to save time and make it easier to get forms together.  Recognized and thanked the accommodation of Julie in form deadlines

· Julie to put together an information piece with registration guidelines to help make the process easier

Acceptance of Directors Reports

	Motion: Kim Roy
	Second: Judy Uza
	APPROVED


2. OWL Financial Statement
· Financial statement to end of October and year end is to end of December so some numbers are crude to guess expenses to December and may change but will be close

· Start year: budgeted year for a $4000 loss, but we should break even with a net income of  approximately $800

· Breakdown given by division 

· Senior – $4569.78 loss - expected

· U15 – $1855.70 surplus
· U19 - $3510.22 surplus – GET DETAILS FROM REPORT
· Registration already taken place so fees did not increase for seniors for 2006
· Finished 2005 with surplus of $12,000 and still have approximately the same surplus

Recommendations:

· Fees for senior should increase to cover their expenses.

Acceptance of 2006 Financial Report

	Motion: Kim Roy
	Second: Fred Blowes
	APPROVED


3. OWL Regulations and League By-Laws Amendments

· Received a number of amendments prior to deadline

· U15 teams – OLA fees will increase for U-15 teams to $294 in keeping with senior and U-19– see page 30 under reference in OLA directory
· When moving forward with amendments 2/3 of the vote required of 10 teams present, therefore, 7 to move amendments forward

· Stephen to go through them in order (all approved amendments will be incorporated into 2007 OWL Regulations and By-Laws):
Amendments:

1. WBL: All

· Bylaws should be rules and rules should be the bylaws - all WR to become WBL and WBL to WRs – housekeeping issue

	Motion: Judy Uza
	Second: Kim Roy
	DEFEATED


2. WBL 3.04 

· Came from doing the assigning this year and being more involved in the Tech. community and receiving fines this year.  One club had two very active umpires and was still fined whereas others had umpires but who weren’t active members.
· Could have one active umpire to cover all commitments or one umpire per team to do 6 games a year minimum or a combination as seen fit to waive bond

· Midweek games will count towards commitment

· Would like umpires to be available for three days minimum 

· Heather Fairbridge – should be post dated checks for bond deadlines because if there is a date it is only good for one year

· Amendment: deadline changed to April 30 and a post dated check for the 1st of September – who?
· Proposed: Paul Gilkinson

· Second: Kim Roy

· Amendment Approved
	Motion: Stephen Taylor
	Second: Kim Roy
	APPROVED with amendments


3. WBL 4.03

· Change of date (for U-19 players) from 31 of Dec. to 31 of August as all U19 finals will have been played by then

· A player still has the option to play senior

	Motion: Joe Slomka
	Second: Kim Roy
	APPROVED


4. WBL 6.02

· Player equipment changes to match IFWLA Regulations

· Will only apply to new uniforms purchased December 1st, 2006 and onwards

	Motion: Kim Roy
	Second: Judy Uza
	APPROVED


5. WBL 8.01
· Would like to ensure the host site packages are posted to speed up the website results as well as disciplinary procedures and umpire payments

	Motion: Judy Uza
	Second: Fred Blowes
	APPROVED


6. WBL 10.02

· Change in award name to recognize Joan’s contribution to the women’s field game – Change to name trophy the “Joan and Vince Gilkinson Award”.
	Motion: Kim Roy
	Second: Joe Slomka
	APPROVED


7. WBL 11.02

· Opportunity to recognize we have not been following the existing by-law
· Julie Norton: Insurance Issue

· All should be aware of this rule

· Lynn Thomas: This WBL shall be followed STRICTLY this upcoming year

· Heather Fairbridge: Should be added to the top of the host site packages

· This is for information purposes only.
	Motion: 
	Second: 
	WITHDRAWN


8. WBL 11.04/11.05/11.06

· An umpire should be available on host weekend, but not mandatory

· No red card explanation on game sheet

· No assumed car-pool for umpires, those who qualify via new descriptors will receive mileage

· Payment schedule

· Appendix 10 changes tabled to Semi-Annual Meeting

	Motion: Kim Roy
	Second: Judy Uza
	APPROVED


9. WBL 7 – Accept all of complete WBL7 version and discuss section by section 
· Amend the amendment to remove existing tie-break rule and accept 7.08 that includes the 12 goal rule

· Motion: Stephen Taylor

· Second: Paul Gilkinson

· Accepted

· Stephen Taylor withdrew all remaining individual WBL7 elements, to make it one amendment with the amendment to the amendment as above

	Motion: Judy Uza
	Second: Kim Roy
	APPROVED with amendments


4. U19 Worlds Discussion

· Chuck Miller – past president of OLA

· Discussion of U19 Worlds – will be promoted tomorrow at the AGM
· Will show a package for fundraising

· Looking to move U15 championships to play on the Sunday on the same field as the U19 and get the A game final televised

· Package for gate fees coming out
· Trent University supplying accommodation and food plans – can book through the website

· Volunteers can apply on the website www.2007womensu19worldlacrosse.com
· Approximately $212,000 to run event

Motion: $100 per rep team donation to Canada World Cup 2007
· Amended to read: $100 to be included in OWL rep team fees for the 2007 U19 World Championship
· Motion: Stephen Taylor

· Second: Judy Uza

· Accepted

	Motion: Todd Pepper
	Second: Kim Roy
	APPROVED with amendments


5. OWL Council Executive Elections

Commissioner

2 Years (2006-07)
Lynn Thomas going into second year

Director of Competitions
2 Years (2006-07)
Gord Robertson going into second year

Director of Development
2 Years (2006-07)
T. Pepper going into second year

Director of Administration
2 Years (2007-08)
Neha Patel (acclaimed)

Director of Technical Programs
2 Years (2007-08)
Roxanne Curtis (acclaimed)

Director At-Large
2 Years (2006-08)
Stephen Taylor (acclaimed)

Director At-Large
2 Years (2007-08)
Lyndsay Brookes (acclaimed)

Director At-Large
1 Year (2006-07)



Director At-Large
1 Year (2006-07)


Acceptance of OWL Council
	Motion: Kim Roy
	Second: Merv Perry
	APPROVED


6. New Business
6.1 Development – Todd Pepper

· Several inquiries at the OLA festival for girls aged 7, 8, and 9 – little chance for girls this age to play except Burlington and Orangeville
· Looking for new clubs to get involved – would like to offer a one day play day as an incentive to get a group of girls together for a one day tournament.  
· Last weekend in June (before long weekend)

· Geoff Elmer: Standard size fields an game lengths because Burlington currently has shortened both

· Todd Pepper will look to the existing teams to organize
· Judy Uza: Oshawa to start a Baby Blue Knights league – 5 and 6 years old

· Todd will send out email soon to see if teams are interested in coming on board – yes or no if you are interested in pursuing it – no commitment required

6.2 Technical – Roxanne Curtis

· Umpire clinics handout given for 2007 – new level 2 clinic and level 2 re-cert to a level 3 clinic

· OUA recruit clinic

· Expanding level 1 to include west of the GTA clinic

· No set dates – to come early in new year

· Initial fee will be $100 (not an increase as this now includes the two evaluation games)
6.3 True Sport – Roxanne Curtis
· Canadian Initiative by Canadian Center for Ethics in Sport (Government Initiative)
· Movement to incorporate fair play

6.4 U19 Worlds – Roxanne Curtis
· Covered by Chuck Miller
6.5 New Teams – Lynn Thomas
· Asked by TO beaches to form one or more lax teams for next season and TO stars – would like to join the OWL
· May not be ready to play full league play, but would like to play in exhibition games

· Start a U11 team and perhaps a U15 team

· May start at house league

· Todd Pepper – working closely with Beaches and Toronto Stars and are very interested and enthusiastic – became much more enthusiastic after the Ontario Lax Festival
Acceptance of Toronto Beaches to OWL
	Motion: Kim Roy
	Second: Joe Slomka
	APPROVED


Acceptance of Toronto Starts to OWL

	Motion: Stephen Taylor
	Second: Judy Uza
	APPROVED


7. Closing

· May establish a working group to review current bylaws to incorporate within OLA (new Field bylaws)
· Establish working group at Semi-annual for definition of the council roles

· Jane Lee will no longer be with the executive – will continue work on the 2007 Worlds
· Geoff Elmer: what happened with initiatives for hosting?
· Gord Robertson– only received 4 replies to package that was emailed to clubs after club forum, but will continue to look at the initiative


Adjournment at 10:42pm
	Motion: Joe Slomka
	Second: Kim Roy
	APPROVED


Minutes Recorded by Neha Patel
