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The Maple Leaf Rag
	A publication for  and about SMAHL Travel Hockey


September 2010

W
 elcome to the Maple Leaf Rag, the official publication for the SMAHL Travel Division.  Just a reminder: each month, your team will receive this newsletter via email.  It is the primary communications piece for the entire SMAHL Travel Division organization.  It will keep our entire association informed of SMAHL Travel Division activities and, more importantly, create unity among all teams and levels of our organizations.  We have a strong goal to build loyalty, pride and friendship among the teams in our SMAHL Travel division.  To that end, we need to communicate more fully across teams lines and promote our program from within.

This is YOUR newsletter.  To make it successful, we need your input each month.  Please let us know about tournaments, special events, fundraisers, and any other interesting information going on in your team.  The contact information is at the end of the last page.  
	Mite AA Fundraiser Soon Approaching!


The Mite AA team is sponsoring a casino bus trip fundraiser to Greektown Casino on Saturday, October 2.  Each ticket is $30, which includes the bus ride and a $20 voucher for the casino.  The bus leaves the Meijer parking lot on Central Avenue in Sylvania at 3:00 p.m. and returns at 10:00 p.m.  To purchase tickets or for more information, contact Hollie Roberts at 419-410-0291 or at holliejeanine@yahoo.com.

	Manager Reminders


Managers and coaches are reminded to book ALL ice (either at Tam-o-Shanter or Adrian College) through the SMAHL scheduler.  Also, remember that all team fundraisers must be approved through the SMAHL finance chair.  Teams are encouraged to create websites through the main SMAHL website, which is free.  Also, teams should only use approved SMAHL and Maple Leaf logos for all correspondence; please do not create any individual team logos.
	Mandatory Coaching Meeting


All head coaches should plan to attend the mandatory coaching meeting on Sunday, Sept. 19, at 7:00 p.m. at Tam-o-Shanter.  Assistant coaches are encouraged to attend as well.  For more information, please contact Coaching Director Kevin Mankowski at 419-461-0104.
	All American Foods Fundraiser Update


SMAHL is extending the deadline to turn in All American Food orders by one week.  Orders should be turned in to the coach or manager the week of September 13.  A date will be set by your team manager during one of your regular ice times that week to collect the order forms. Delivery dates will be announced, but will most likely be moved back one week (week of October 11). Reminder: parents should have one check made payable to SMAHL. 

	Toledo Walleye Fundraising Opportunity


The Toledo Walleye has announced a new fundraising opportunity for SMAHL: 

If a SMAHL team sells 100 Walleye ticket vouchers, that team will earn a free game at Huntington Arena. 

For teams who book a game at Huntington Arena, the Walleye team has another new opportunity to raise money.  Included in the team’s agreement with the Ohio Lottery is a “Chuck-A-Puck” contest at each Sunday home game (there are nine in 2010-11).

Fifty percent of the Chuck-A-Puck proceeds will go towards the team’s charity, The Walleye Wishing Well.  The other 50% of the proceeds will go directly to a Youth Hockey team.

Here’s how it works:

*Choose a Sunday home game (currently, all 9 are available)

*Have volunteers (2-4 people) sign up to work the Chuck-A-Puck table

*Sell pucks until the second intermission

*The team keeps 50 percent of all proceeds – this will be hundreds of dollars raised on a successful night!

*Pucks are 1 for $1 or 6 for $5

Chuck-A-Puck is a VERY popular promotion – teams that schedule a game at the arena will be offered this opportunity first.  

See our home schedule here:  http://www.toledowalleye.com/schedule. 

Questions?  Contact Michael Keedy with the Walleye, mkeedy@Mudhens.com,  or  Eric Roberts, elr576@yahoo.com, or Chris Deloe, chrisdeloe@buckeye-express.com with SMAHL.
	Tam-o-Shanter Scheduling Board


Reminder to all teams:  please e-mail Kathy Lavoy (kathy@playsylvania.com) at the rink when you schedule games so she can update the board with locker room assignments.
	Mite AA Team Thanks its Sponsors


Please patronize the generous sponsors for the Mite AA team:
· Walker Funeral Homes

· Cooper-Smith Advertising

· Fox Meadow Farm, Inc. 

	PayPal Option—Making Your SMAHL Payment Easier


Many parents are now using PayPal for their monthly payments to SMAHL.  These payments—when made correctly—are free to both the player and our hockey organization.

www.paypal.com
1.       Set up an account on PayPal

2.       Attach your PayPal account to a checking account

3.       Transfer money from checking account into PayPal; send money to PayPal via check (optional)

4.       Click SEND MONEY tab

5.       Enter smahl.pmt@gmail.com in TO box

6.       Enter dollar amount

7.       Click PERSONAL tab

8.       Click PAYMENT OWED radio button

9.       Click CONTINUE tab

10.   Review payment information

11.   In the subject box, type your player’s name and team/year/coach

12.   Click SEND MONEY tab

13.   Forward your confirmation e-mail to your team manager and keep a copy for your records
If you attach your account to a credit card or do not follow the above instructions, SMAHL will assess any fees incurred to your player’s account.
	Test Your Hockey Knowledge!


Q:  Who won the Rocket Richard trophy in the NHL this year?  The award is given to the player with the most regular-season goals.
A:  It was a tie:  Sidney Crosby from the Pittsburgh Penguins and Steve Stamkos from the Tampa Bay Lightning.  Each had 51 goals.
	Meet Your Travel Board


· Mike Fielding, President 
· Open position, Treasurer
· Brad Pfeifer, Secretary

· Kevin Mankowski, Director of Coaches

· Eric Roberts, Public Relations
· Chris Deloe, Finance
· Alex Due, Scheduler

· Jimmy Roberts, Equipment

· Greg Dewitt, Rules and Discipline 

	SMAHL Travel Division Coaches


· Bantam AA (’96)—Ryan Morris
· Bantam A (‘97)—John Snyder
· Pee Wee AA (’98)—Jim Beattie
· Pee Wee A (’99)—Beau Barrow
· Squirt AA (’00)—Kevin Mankowski
· Squirt A (’01)—Jim Odneal
· Mite AA (’02)—Mike Fielding
	Travel Board Meetings—Join Us in the Lobby Conference Room!


· Sunday, Sept. 12, at 7:30 p.m.
· Sunday, Oct. 3, at 7:00 p.m.

· Sunday, Nov. 7, at 7:00 p.m.
***Reminder:  Board Meetings are open to everyone!  The Board would like at least one representative from each team to attend these meetings to share information.  Please plan to attend.***

	We Need Your Information!


Every month, we need information on your team—tournament victories, player accomplishments, fundraisers…you name it!  Please contact Jane Pfeifer, editor, at jepfeifer@bex.net or (419) 829-3103 to add your news.
	Check Out Our Website


You can get all kinds of information on the SMAHL Travel Hockey program at our website:  www.sylvaniahockey.org.
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