PLAY Basketball frequently asked Questions 2011-2012
 
 
What nights does my child’s grade practice?
All grades 3-8, both in house and traveling, will practice twice a week.  The nights will vary due to limited gym space, but they will not be on Wednesday nights.  All practices are at one of the Prior Lake Elementary, Junior High or High School gyms.  In-house Grades 3-6 will have games on Saturdays and Traveling basketball will play weekend tournaments throughout the year.  K-2 is Saturdays only and times range from 8:00am to 2:00 pm depending on the number of registrants.  Check out the calendar for start and stop dates
 
When does the season start?
Traveling tryouts are 10/1-2, 2011 for girls and 10/8-9, 2011 for boys. The traveling season starts the first week in November.  In-house starts the first week in December.  A detailed calendar can be found on the basketball home page.  There is also a “Try-out Format” and separate “Try-Out Schedule” on the Traveling Basketball home page
 
What is the time commitment for Traveling Basketball vs. In-house Basketball?
Practice times are the same 2x a week and no Wednesday night practices. 
 
In-house plays one game on Saturdays against other Prior Lake Teams.  The games start in December and run through the end of February with a one day tournament with 2-4 to end the season.
 
Traveling plays weekend tournaments in other communities, which are usually Sat/Sun tournaments, with some Friday night games.  Most tournaments are in the Twin Cities area with the possibility of one out-of-town tournament during the season.  The number of tournaments is their grade plus 2 and the state tournament.  For example, 4th grade plays 6 tournaments plus the state tournament.
 
What are the fees for the PLAY Basketball Program?
The fees are based on grade and In-House vs. Traveling.  The fee schedule is as follows:
In-House:
- K-2:
$87
- 3-4:
$122
- 5-6:
$142
 
Traveling:
- 4th:
$222
- 5th:
$232
- 6th:
$232
- 7th:
$252
- 8th:
$252
 
What are the weekends for Traveling Tournaments?
We must register for all tournaments and secure them with a registration check.  We do not know the exact number of teams until we have try-outs, so we can not register all our teams.  However, we do try to post a schedule as soon as possible for your planning purposes.  Just look on the schedule under the Traveling Basketball page where it will be posted as soon as we can solidify all of the tournaments.
 
How many traveling teams are there and what if my child does not make traveling team?
Generally speaking there are 2-3 teams per grade, with 8-10 player per team, and an A, B & C team for grades 5-8.  4th grade usually depends on the number of registrants that are ready for traveling basketball and those teams are divided equally.  We do not cut any players. For grades 4-6th those that are not selected for a traveling team will automatically be placed in the In-House program with the difference in fees refunded.  With the changes to the middle school athletic program a few years ago, 7-8th graders will now follow the same format as the younger grades.  Any participant not selected for a traveling team will be placed in the In-House /Intramural program and has practices and games right after school.  The 7th-8th Grade in-house program is still new to us and we will continue to work to improve it.  
 
How are teams selected?
In-house teams for grades K-4 are picked randomly.  Grades 5-6th will have a tryout/draft to select their teams.  
 
Traveling teams are selected during a tryout/evaluation process that is conducted by the Prior Lake High School Boys and Girls Varsity Staff (please go to the tryout/evaluation link for more detailed information) 
 
What are the playing time expectations?
 
Playing time guidelines are as follows.   Percentages are minimums per game for in-house and per tournament for Traveling:
In-House:
50% playing time at all grade levels
Traveling:
- 4th & 5th:
50%
- 6th          :
40%
- 7th & 8th :
30%
- Each player will play in both halves of all games.
 
These are guidelines set by the Basketball Board.  Reasons for discrepancies in playing time may include but are not limited to: unexcused absence from practice and tournaments, Code of Conduct violations, poor attitude, lack of effort, disrespect towards coaches, teammates or opponents, consistently late for games and practice.   
 
Can parents watch the tryouts?
Parents will NOT be allowed to watch the tryouts.  The players are nervous enough and we have found that having to look over at mom or dad during the tryouts seems to hinder their concentration.
 
Do all Prior Lake Traveling teams play at the same location?
We try to do this as much as possible with most boys teams playing at the same location and most girls teams playing at the same location.  
 
Are uniforms included in the registration cost?
YES for In-house, NO for traveling.  Traveling uniforms cost around $75 for a reversible jersey and shorts.
 
What is the volunteer deposit?
Basketball is required to provide hall monitors at all school practices and games.  This saves PLAY Basketball a lot of money which in turn allows us to keep our fees down and keep our equipment up to date.  We also use an all parent volunteer staff for both our In-House and traveling tournaments.  ALL parents will be required to work during the PL Basketball Tournaments and to be a hall monitor when their child’s team is practicing.  Unfortunately in the past, volunteer spots were often not filled so the volunteer deposit was implemented.  A detailed explanation is on a separate link on the PLAY website. 
 
I’m interested in coaching, what do I need to do?
If you are interested in coaching, first, thank you for volunteering.  We need you to complete a coaches application and background check form found on the web site.  Also, please email your grade coordinator or traveling coordinator about your desire to coach and if you have a co-coach.  This is the best way to ensure we know of your intentions to coach your child.  If the grade coordinator position is open please email the In-house Director.  All email addresses can be found on the PLAY web site.
