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DNHL

Denver North Hockey League
The DNHL (Denver North Hockey League) is a youth hockey league that emphasizes skills development with a recreational component.  For this reason it is imperative that each association will select teams on a parity basis.  The players in the given age division will be placed on teams in a manner that distributes the talent between all teams in that association’s age division teams evenly.  Teams that are obviously stacked against the other teams in their respective association age division will be required to make adjustments as directed by the DNHL and the association’s hockey director.

These rules are to be posted in the scorekeeper’s box and in the referee’s locker room at all rinks where DNHL games are played.  The DNHL is made up of IN-House teams from the Arvada Hockey Association (AHA), Greeley Youth Hockey Association (GYHA), Hyland Hills Hockey Association (HHHA), Northern Colorado Youth Hockey (NCYH), Summit Hockey, and the YMCA. 

The age divisions that are represented are: Squirt (ages 9-10) non-checking, Pee Wee (ages 11-12) non-checking, Bantam (ages 13-14) checking and Midget (ages 15-18) checking. There will be 2 levels at the Midget Division Rec1 & Rec2.
Squirt, Pee Wee & Bantams have 1 practice to 1 game (usually on Sunday, with home games at the YMCA on Saturdays) with Midgets having 1 practice to 2 games (played on Saturday and/or Sunday)

Players should have both their home and away jerseys with them at all games.  The hosting teams will be responsible for scheduling all game officiating with 2 on ice officials (Squirt – Bantam) and 3 on ice officials, (when available) (Midgets), a score keeper, pointstreak, clock/scoreboard operator and THEIR own penalty box attendant.

All home games will be played at the following rinks for:

Arvada – APEX  

Greeley – Greeley Ice Haus

Hyland Hills – Ice Centre at the Promenade

NCYH – EPIC Ice Center & NoCo Ice Center (formerly Providence)

Summit – Breckenridge Ice Arena 

Steamboat Springs – Steamboat
Game Format:

5 minute warm-up, 1-2 minutes between periods (or referee discretion), First (1st) and Second (2nd) periods are to be 15 minutes running clock and the Third (3rd) period is to be 12 minute stop clock.  One – 30 second timeout is allowed per team.  If there is a penalty in the First or Second period, the penalty clock and clock will continue to run even if the play is whistled dead.

Mercy Rule:
In the event of a score differential of 5 or more goals, the time keeper will revert to a running clock in the 3rd period.  The clock will remain running until the score differential is 4 or less at which point the stop clock rule will be reemployed.  All coaches are required to utilize all appropriate means to prevent their team from running up the score on an opponent.

Curfew:
All games are a 1 hour curfew, (except for playoff and championship games). When the remaining game time equals the time left to curfew, the clock shall be kept running.

Ranking:
Team rankings are determined on a point basis.  2 points for a win, 1 point for a tie and 0 points for a loss. End of regular season team ranking will determine playoff seed position.  All standings can be found on Pointstreak (www.pointstreak.com).

Rostering:
· A player may only be rostered on one (1) DNHL team at any given time per season.

· A player may NOT be rostered on a tier travel team (classified as AAA OR AA) or a non-tier travel team (classified as A, B or C) at the same time as a DNHL participating team.(Exceptions to be made by the DNHL Committee)
· Any requests for exceptions may be made by Association to the DNHL Committee in writing to be approved at committee’s discretion.

· A player must play at his/her age classification as dictated by USA Hockey for any given season. A player may be allowed to participate on a DNHL team at an older classification with the written consent of his/her hockey director and written approval of the DNHL Committee. At no time may a player play in an age classification younger than his/hers.

· Any player rostered on a tier or non-tier team that wants to move to a DNHL roster has to get written approval from his/her hockey director and the DNHL Committee. 

· During the submission process said player cannot play for any team.

· If a player has played in five (5) or more tier or non-tier games he/she forfeits the right to submit the request and play in the DNHL. (with exceptions made by the DNHL Committee)
· All rosters will be frozen as of December 31st, 2010. (exceptions made by the DNHL Committee)
· The use of “Tournament Team Rosters” or “All-Star Team Rosters” is strictly prohibited for DNHL league games and DNHL playoffs.

· Any Player must play at least 40% of games with his/her team before playoffs (exceptions made by DNHL Committee)
League Rules:

ALL USA Hockey & CAHA rules apply including the following:
· A 2 man Referee rule for all games at all levels except Midgets who will use a 3 man Referee rule. (when available)

· DNHL will adhere by the USA Hockey Game Misconduct rule.

· DNHL will adhere to the USA Hockey/CAHA 15 penalties in one game rule. Both the Coach and the Team Captain will be ejected and sit the next game.

· Any penalty given after game is over is a Game Misconduct and will result in a one (1) game suspension unless otherwise noted from said Referee and/or CAHA.

· Team Captains must wear a “C” and be clearly marked on score sheet. This applies to rotating Captains as well.

· Goalies need to be clearly marked on the score sheet. 
· Goalies can skate out at coaches discretion.

· All decisions of the governing DNHL Board are final and not subject to appeal. 

· Scheduling of make-up games is the responsibility of the hosting team. Home ice team managers are responsible for providing attendants for all score keeping jobs. They are also responsible for handling statistics discrepancies or inquiries.
Cancellation of games:
· Any Cancellation of games must be made by the mutual consent of both Hockey Directors of said Associations. (other than the rinks closing down for any reason beyond their control)

· Cancellations made by any other person(s) (Schedulers, coaches, managers, parents, players, etc.) will result in a forfeit for said team.
· Said team will also incur all costs from refs to ice.

· If CDOT closes roads then the schedulers of each Association affected with reschedule the games with no cost incurred.

Fighting:

In addition to all CAHA/USA Hockey rules governing fighting penalties the DNHL Committee reserves the right to impose the following rules.

1. All fighting penalties will immediately result in a disciplinary hearing in front of the DNHL Committee for all involved parties. Minimum Penalties assessed will apply as follows:

a. 1st “fighting” offense – 3 game suspension

b. 2nd “fighting” offense – 6 game suspension (will have to appear in front of the DNHL Disciplinary Committee. Committee has the right to impose stronger penalties)

c. 3rd “fighting” offense – Mandatory game suspension, potential of 12 month suspension. Player is done for the season.

2. If a player is assessed a fighting penalty/or instigates the fight for any reason, and cannot serve a minimum fighting suspension due to age ineligibility, his team will then be assessed a game forfeiture for the game in which the fighting incident transpired.

3. Any fighting penalty in a play-off game will result in a dismissal of player(s) involved and the head coach of said teams.

4. Fighting penalty in a play-off game will result in a $200.00 fine for the team and/or player.(deemed by the DNHL Committee)
�








