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INTRODUCTION
The Brookings Ice Skating Association (BISA) welcomes you to a year of hockey fun. 

BISA is a non-profit organization, which works with the Brookings City Parks and Recreation Department to manage youth hockey in the city of Brookings, South Dakota. It is a volunteer, parent-organized and funded program. 

BISA is a member of the South Dakota Amateur Hockey Association (SDAHA). Other member cities in the state include Aberdeen, Huron, Mitchell, Rapid City, Sioux Falls, Pierre, Watertown and Yankton.

SDAHA is registered member of USA Hockey, the national governing body for amateur hockey in the United States. It sets the rules under which our youth hockey program operates.  SDAHA registers four age groups with USA Hockey as Traveling teams: Varsity/Junior Varsity, Bantam, Pee Wee, and Girls. All other teams are considered House teams. SDAHA administers a league playing schedule and sanctioned state tournaments for the four traveling groups and enforces the rules and regulations set forth by USA Hockey. 

HISTORY
The Brookings Ice Skating Association (BISA) was organized on January 7,1982 by a group of parents interested in promoting hockey and figure skating in Brookings. These programs were made possible by an agreement signed in 1981 between the city of Brookings and Larson Manufacturing to build an indoor ice facility. In the first years of the program, natural ice was used. In 1983 efforts began to install artificial ice at Larson Ice Arena. A committee was formed to proceed with the project in January 1985, and the system began operating in December 1985. Contributions from Dale Larson, the city of Brookings and many individual donors made the $136,500 project possible. 

As the number of hockey participants has grown, so has the number of age groups and teams in each age group. In 1985 Mites and Squirts were divided into separate groups. In 1988 first grade and younger players were removed from the Mites age group to form a new division called Termites. In recent years rapid growth in hockey membership has occurred. At the present time two to four teams are now formed within each age group. In 1998-1999 season the girls were added to the program.

In March of 2002, the new Larson Ice Center was complete.  It took a lot of hard work but we were able to host the Varsity State Tournament in March.  Larson Ice Center is a beautiful building hosting two sheets of ice – a blue rink and a red rink.  The Concession area is on the second floor and vending machines are on the main floor.  The facility is equipped with 8 locker rooms for teams.  In 2003-04 an equipment room was installed for rental equipment and jerseys.  In 2004, heat was also installed above the bleachers in the red rink.  In the 2004-05 season, BISA funded and installed an enclosed mezzanine with upper and lower viewing of the red rink and also added storage under the steps.  Also in 2005 a shooting cage was installed in the northeast corner of the red rink.  That will be a plus for the players.   

PHILOSOPHY
The philosophy of the BISA hockey program is that each player will have an equal opportunity to participate and enjoy the world’s fastest team sport. 

BISA will strive to provide players with equal ice time consistent with their level of play. The objective of the program is to develop a positive attitude, good sportsmanship and a winning spirit. Teamwork and cooperation by players and coaches both on and off the ice is necessary. Anything less is unacceptable.

PARENT RESPONSIBILITIES
BISA is a parent-run organization that depends on the volunteer efforts of hundreds of people and thousands of hours. It is very important that all participants share the necessary duties. Parents are needed to work at the Summer Arts Festival booth and the arena concessions throughout the season, to serve as minor officials for games (running the clock, announcing, scorekeeping and penalty boxes), and to participate in other activities during the season. To ensure that all parents of youth hockey players are involved in the program, a BISA Advisory Committee has developed a Brookings Ice Skating Association Participation Agreement. The purpose of the agreement is to increase parental awareness of the need for volunteers in the Hockey Association. Without volunteers, our youth hockey program will not survive. The agreement is found in its entirety in Appendix A. 

REGISTRATION FEES
Varsity/JV

$190.00
Girls Varsity

$190.00
Bantam

$165.00
Pee Wee

$140.00
Girls U-14

$140.00
Squirt


$105.00
Mite


$ 60.00
Termite

$ 40.00
Each family is responsible to register they child online at www.usahockey.com and pay the $30 fee. This required for both travel and in house league players.
In addition, each family must purchase a season pass.  Options are listed below:

Family Pass:

$25.00

Pass allows mothers, fathers and any siblings under the age of 18 to attend Ranger home games. They are for BISA families only not for sale to the public.
There is a $20 late fee for registering after September 17, 2010. The latest registration date will be January 15, 2011, which corresponds to the SDAHA deadline for state tournament eligibility.

A new player, who quits before Dec. 1, will be reimbursed ½ of their registration and rental fees less the $30.00 USA Hockey registration. The last date for a refund would be 2 weeks after practices start, with the state fee being non-refundable for a player that has been in the program before.

INSURANCE COVERAGE
USA Hockey registered participants are covered with a general liability, catastrophic injury insurance policy for the excess accident. All medical and dental expenses are payable, with no deductible per accident. A $1,000 deductible will apply if there is no other valid and collectible insurance in force at the time of the accident. In addition, the deductible portion of any primary insurance is neither covered nor eligible for reimbursement by this excess policy. The company (USA hockey) will pay up to a maximum of $25,000 for covered medical expenses incurred for necessary medical treatment required as a result of an accidental bodily injury. Also included is up to a $2,000 dental limit. The first covered expenses must be incurred within 30 days of the accidental bodily injury. Chiropractic care is limited to $1,000 per insured. 

If you have a medical claim, you must call the USA Hockey Claims Agent, at the number listed on the back of your USA Hockey membership card, and he will follow up with a claim form. All claim forms must be accompanied by proof of USA Hockey registration. If you need assistance or have questions, you may contact our BISA Risk Manager.

FUNDRAISING
Funding for BISA is acquired from the following sources: fees paid by each participant at registration, tournaments sponsored for each age level, proceeds from the Summer Arts Festival, arena concessions, arena signs, private donations, game tickets and other fundraising endeavors. The primary source of funding is sales at the arena concession stand and is made possible by the equal participation of all parents in working at the concessions stand.
Expenses covered by the above funds include: yearly facility usage, travel for assistant and head coaches, head coaches pay, referees, USA Hockey fees, state (SDAHA) registration fees, insurance, tournament fees, player awards, photocopying of the newsletter and other informational mailings, telephone expenses, coaches’ clinics, equipment in general, goalie equipment, and capital improvements made to the Larson Ice Center.
Any operating funds determined in excess by the BISA Board at the end of the season are placed in a facility improvement fund. The fund is used only when there is a need for capital improvement projects.
Please refer to the BISA bylaws for any questions regarding fundraising.
BISA PUNCH CARDS (Peelers)
In previous years we have had a mandatory fundraiser to help offset coaching expenses. This year, BISA is administering their own punch card with local businesses participating and all profits going into the BISA coaching fund. Everyone using the punch card will help support youth hockey as well as receive a discount at participating businesses. All skaters Mite through Varsity (Termites 2 – punch cards) are required to purchase 5 punch cards at $10 each. The in house league is required to purchase 4 punch cards at $10 each. These cards may then be sold to people in the community or used by the hockey families. 
POINTS PARTICIPATION AGREEMENT
The purpose of the agreement is to improve awareness of the need for volunteers in the Hockey Association.  Volunteers make the program work.  The purpose is not to see who earns the most points, but to get all parents involved and to run the program efficiently. 

A family is required to earn points based on the number of children in the program, with 200 points being the maximum needed.  A point value will be assigned to each position that requires volunteer work.  It is up to each individual to make sure they get their name on the colored sheet in concessions, gate or announcing table so that they will be credited with time worked.  The Point System Coordinator will record all points and post them periodically throughout the season.  You will be required to post date a check for the amount of points that you need to earn.  The dollar value of each point will be $3.00(2007).  At the end of the season the Point System Coordinator will tally all points and if you have not earned enough your post dated check will be cashed.  The treasurer will send a check back to you for the amount of points earned. 

UNIFORMS AND EQUIPMENT
Game Jerseys

Game jerseys are provided at the Termite through Varsity (2007) levels. 
Termites are provided with a single jersey.  Mites through Bantams will be provided with a white home jersey and a royal blue away jersey. There is no charge for these jerseys, but a deposit check of $100.00 per jersey is collected and returned at the end of the season when the jerseys are returned. Also there is a $20.00 deposit check for cleaning and that is returned if jerseys come back clean (2005). A non-refundable jersey repair fee of $10 will be charged at the time the jersey is checked out, to be used for minor repairs, and wear and tear. If there is excessive wear or intentional damage to the uniform, a charge will be made to either replace or repair the article.

Girls Varsity and Boys Varsity jerseys will be owned by BISA.  Coaches will be responsible for them.  Players will not have jerseys in their possession, as they will be handed out at the games and returned to coaches after the game.  A non-refundable jersey repair fee of $30 will be charged at the beginning of the season.
Termite through Bantam players will be responsible for maintaining the uniform in a clean and repaired state during the season. Players should be aware that the uniforms are made of nylon or similar materials, and care must be taken when washing and drying. Jerseys may be washed in warm water. Hot settings in the washer and dryer shorten the life of the lettering on the jersey. It is best to hang and air-dry the jersey. If a dryer is used, it should be set at a low temperature gentle dry setting. Participants are encouraged to contact the Equipment Director early if a major problem with jersey repair arises.

Players may only wear the jersey at games and to school on Fridays that precede a game day. The jersey shall not be used for practice unless specifically requested by the coach. If a player is found to be wearing the jersey at other than authorized times, the jersey will be confiscated, the deposit check will be cashed and the jersey will be returned.
All BISA jerseys and equipment must be checked into the equipment director no later than April 1 of any calendar year.  The jerseys cannot be used for any games / tournaments scheduled outside the season (November 1 through the Varsity State Tournament).
Goalie Equipment

BISA will supply goalie equipment to goalie’s from levels of Mite through Varsity.  Players will pay rent on goalie equipment from 2nd year Squirt level and up.  Cost sharing is available for JV and Varsity players.

Equipment supplied by BISA is as follows:  chest protectors, catch glove, blocker glove, leg pads and knee/thigh protectors-(if correct size is available).  Equipment to be supplied by player is helmet, breezers and skates.  Goalie sticks at the Squirt and Mite level will be supplied by BISA.  Goalie sticks at PeeWees through Bantam will be at the expense of the player.  Goalie sticks at the JV and Varsity level is as follows:  if you rent equipment you will be allowed one stick; if you own all your own equipment you will be allowed three.  Goalie sticks must be purchased by players, then receipts turned into BISA treasurer and he/she will then reimburse players at the rate of $50.00  per stick.
Rental prices for goalie equipment will be charged as follows:

Varsity/JV

$200.00

Girls Varsity

$200.00

Bantam

$150.00

Pee Wee

$125.00

Girls U-14

$125.00 (if equipment is not shared)

Squirt


$90.00 (if equipment is not shared)

These prices are for full sets.  If players rent parts of the set the prices are as follows:  
Leg pads – 60% of full price

Catch glove – 10% of full price

Blocker glove- 10% of full price

chest protector – 20% of full price.  
Cost sharing is available to all Girls and Boys JV and Varsity players.  Cost sharing is available on chest protector, catch glove, blocker glove and leg pads.  BISA will cost share on each piece of equipment described above one time only.  BISA will pay up to 37% on each piece of said equipment:  for example one year remaining 15%; two years remaining 27%; and three or more years remaining 37%.  Players will pay all shipping costs and sales tax.  Forms are required to be filled out and brought before the BISA board for their approval before any equipment is to be ordered.  Forms are available from the Goalie coordinator.  Players are to pay for equipment first then submit their receipt for reimbursement.
BISA will sell off used goalie equipment when the coordinator feels it is necessary with prior approval from BISA board. 

Rental Equipment

BISA has purchased youth equipment for our program and furnishes this equipment to Termite through Pee Wee level players at a nominal cost. Although some Pee Wee equipment sets are available for rent, Pee Wees are encouraged to purchase their own equipment. The idea behind the rental program is to give younger participants or new players a chance to play without requiring a large investment. The equipment issued is approved for the use intended and to meet the needs of an intermediate player. BISA makes no warranty or assumes no liability for injury incurred during the rental period of the equipment. 

The rental equipment program is not a fundraising project. Rent collected is used to repair and replace equipment and add new equipment sets as the program grows. 

Rental equipment provided by BISA includes:

Helmet with full face mask and chin strap

Gloves
Shoulder pads





Breezers
Elbow pads





Shin pads
Players are responsible for providing:

Mouth guard





Skates
Athletic supporter and cup



Hockey stick
Stockings
Rental equipment fees will be charged as follows:

Girls Varsity
$65.00 (1st year players only)
Pee Wee
$65.00 (1st year players only)
Girls U-14
$65.00

Squirts

$50.00

Mite

$30.00
Termite
$20.00

Equipment rental checks will be written in addition to a deposit check. The deposit check is written in the amount of the replacement value of the equipment. The deposit check will not be cashed but will be held by BISA until the equipment is returned. If the equipment is returned late, a $20 late charge will be assessed. If the equipment is returned and it is determined that there has been excessive wear or intentional damage, a fee will be charged to cover the repair or replacement of the equipment. There is no charge for normal wear and tear to the equipment. Participants are encouraged to contact the Equipment Director early if a major problem with equipment repair arises. This reduces the need for extensive repair or replacement.  
Equipment can be rented prior to the start of the season only if the player is participating in BISA summer ice activities.
BISA TEAM POLICIES
BISA will strive to follow USA Hockey program guidelines (see www.usahockey.com), as well as the guidelines established by the South Dakota Amateur Hockey Association.  

In addition, the following team policies apply to in season play (November 1st through the Varsity State Tournament) for each age group.
The BISA Coaching Committee will strive to fill all vacancies with qualified, non-parent, hired coaches whenever possible, at all levels. 

For the 2010-2010 season, age group birth date ranges are as follows:
Boys


Termite:
7/1/03 – 6/30/06 (Must turn 4 before start of season to play)

Mite:

7/1/01 – 6/30/03

Squirt:

7/1/99 – 6/30/01

Pee Wee:
7/1/97 – 6/30/98

Bantam:
7/1/95 – 6/30/97

Varsity/JV:
7/1/92 or thereafter

Girls


U-12:

7/1/98 or thereafter


U-14:

7/1/96 or thereafter


U-16:

7/1/94 or thereafter


U-19:

1/1/92 or thereafter

Please refer to the Challenge procedure for consideration of play outside a child’s age group.

House Age Groups

5 year old and Under Free Skate

Overview:

Kids must be 4 years old to participate in Termites.

However, open skating times will be provided to younger kids or 4-5 year olds not committed to registering for hockey.  Protective equipment can be rented for these sessions.

Termites

Overview:
At the Termite level, emphasis is placed on introducing kids to the game of hockey.  The focus will be on making ice time as enjoyable and interesting as possible for the players.  Creative games and cross ice scrimmages will be used.  There are no goaltenders at the Termite level.

Team Assignment:
Teams will be divided by birth date, with a target of 12 -15 players per team.  Team roster size may vary depending on the overall number of players.
Game Format:
Cross ice or full ice.  Penalties, icing and offside are not enforced.  Clock will stop every two minutes for line changes.  There are no goaltenders. 

Season:
Weekly open hockey times will be provided throughout the season.  Intrasquad scrimmages may also be scheduled, especially at the beginning of the year.  Eight (8) to twelve (12) games with other towns are permitted. No games with out of town teams can be scheduled prior to December 31.
Mites

Overview:
At the Mite level, more structured skill development and rules understanding will be incorporated with small games in practices.  Skating and stick handling drills will be introduced at practices.  Mites will play all positions, including goaltender.  Whenever possible, this position will be filled only by those kids who are interested in it.  We would like to encourage each player to experience every position during a weekend game/scrimmage. Every effort will be made to ensure equal playing time for each player.
Team Assignment:
In-House: Teams will be divided into equal teams, using a method determined by the coaches, to determine the “in-house” teams.


Travel League: There will be an optional “Travel League” for players who would like to travel and/or compete against other towns. Players need to decide if they are going to participate in the “Travel League” by December 15th. Players who choose the “Travel League” will be divided by birth date, with the target of 12-15 players per team. Team roster size may vary depending on the overall number of players.

Game Format:
Cross ice or full ice with referees.  Penalties, icing and offside will be enforced.  Clock will stop every two minutes for line changes. In-House: Cross ice or full ice. Cross ice/ small games will be the focus of this league. Half ice games enable players to handle the puck much more often than if games were on full ice. This format also results in more shots on goal. Clock will stop every two minutes for line changes.
Season:
Weekly open hockey times will be provided throughout the season.  Intrasquad scrimmages may also be scheduled during the weekends. The focus of “in-House” league is to provide a competitive atmosphere along with improving their skills by playing the game of hockey. These “in-house” teams will be playing during the weekends allowing more ice time and skill development for the kids. Whether a player chooses the ‘in-house” league or “travel league”, “in-house” scrimmages will continue. The “travel league” will be required to honor the ‘in-house” schedule, as best they can, therefore allowing as many ‘in-house” games as possible.
Travel league: Fifteen (15) games with other towns are permitted.  Two traveling tournaments and one home tournament will be funded by BISA.  A maximum total of $500 per team will be provided for the out of town tournaments.  No games with out of town teams can be scheduled before December 31.
Squirts

Overview:
At the Squirt level, skill development and game understanding will be a continued emphasis including small games during practices.  “On the fly” line changes will be incorporated.  Squirts will play all positions, including goaltender.  Whenever possible, this position will be filled only by those kids who are interested in it.  We would like to encourage each player to experience every position during ad weekend game/scrimmage.  Second year Squirt goalies will be encouraged to commit to the position.  Every effort will be made to ensure equal playing time for team player. This level will be split up into two leagues: In-house and Travel (B & C).
Team Assignment:
In-House: Teams will be divided into equal teams, using a method determined by the coaches, to create the “in-house” teams. Every player registered at the squirt level will participate in the ‘in-house” league.

Travel League: There will be an optional “travel league” for players who would like to travel and/or compete against other towns. Players will need to decide if they are going to participate in the “travel league” by December 15th. Players who choose “travel league” will be divided by birth date unless a player’s ability necessitates that he/she be considered to play at a level that best fits his/her abilities. These determinations will be made in consultation with the Varsity coaches.  Team roster size may vary depending on the overall number of players.
Game Format:

All standard rules apply. 

Season:
The focus of the “in-house” league is to provide a competitive atmosphere along with improving their skills by playing the game of hockey. In-house scrimmages will be scheduled during weekends. Whether a player chooses the ‘in-house” league or “travel league”, “in-house league” scrimmages will continue. The “travel league’ will be required to honor the “in-house” schedule as best they can, therefore allowing as many “in-house” games as possible. Twenty (20) games with other towns are permitted.  Two traveling tournaments and one home tournament will be funded by BISA.  A maximum total of $900 per team will be provided for the out of town tournaments.  No games with out of town teams can be scheduled before December 31st.
Traveling Age Groups

Pee Wee

Overview:
Pee Wees, using a method determined by the coaches, will split by ability to allow a true B and C match-up with other towns. Parents and players may request to be on the C team if they do not wish to try out for the B team, however all players are required to participate in the tryout process. Based on the expected number of players, there will be two Pee Wee teams: one B and one C team. Equal playing time for all players will be strived for, with the understanding that playing time in any one game may be unequal but that over the course of the season all players will get to play an equal amount in games. An effort will be made to increase the coach-to-player ratio for the C teams to allow more personal attention for skill development. Rotation of B and C team coaches at practice will be encouraged to ensure that both teams benefit from all expertise present. At the present time, State tournaments are planned for both B and C leagues. 

Team Assignment:
Teams will be divided by ability (see Tryout section).  Team assignments will be determined by the Coaching Staff.
Game Format:

All standard rules apply. 

Season:
League scheduled will be determined by SDAHA.  In addition, tournaments can be scheduled throughout the season.  Thirty-five (35) games with other towns are permitted.  Two traveling tournaments and one home tournament will be funded by BISA.  A maximum of $1,250 per team will be provided for the out of town tournaments.  No games with out of town teams may be scheduled before the weekend immediately following Thanksgiving, unless said game is scheduled by the SDAHA Scheduler.    

Bantam

Overview:
Bantams, using a method determined by the coaches, will split by ability to allow a true B and C match-up with other towns. Parents and players may request to be on the C team if they do not wish to try out for the B team, however all players are required to participate in the tryout process. Equal playing time for all players will be strived for, with the understanding that playing time in any one game may be unequal, but that over the course of the year all players will get to play an equal amount in games. An effort will be made to increase the coach-to-player ratio for the C teams to allow more personal attention for skill development. Rotation of B and C coaches at practice will be encouraged to ensure that both teams benefit from all expertise present. At the present time, State tournaments are planned for both B and C leagues. Based on the expected number of players, there will be two Bantam teams: one B and one C team. Coaches, with the approval of the BISA Coaching Committee, will be allowed the discretion of varying the division of teams by one or two players. 

Team Assignment:
Teams will be divided by ability (see Tryout section).  Team assignments will be determined by the coaches.
Game Format:

All standard rules apply. 

Season:
League scheduled will be determined by SDAHA.  In addition, tournaments can be scheduled throughout the season.  Forty (40) games with other towns are permitted.  Two traveling tournaments and one home tournament will be funded by BISA.  A maximum total of $1,250 per team will be provided for the out of town tournaments.   

Varsity / Junior Varsity

Overview:
The SDAHA has adopted a Varsity/Junior Varsity arrangement.  There is a maximum of 30 players on JV and Varsity rosters with players able to be on both rosters.  The Junior Varsity program in BISA will be utilized as an opportunity for competition and skill development.
Team Assignment:
Determined by coaches throughout the season. 
Game Format:

All standard rules apply. 

Season:
League scheduled will be determined by SDAHA.  In addition, tournaments can be scheduled throughout the season.  Forty five (45) games with other towns are permitted.  Two traveling tournaments and one home tournament will be funded by BISA.  A maximum total of $1,400 per team will be provided for the out of town tournaments. 

Girls U-14

Overview:
14U girls will range in age from 1st year Squirts to 1st year Bantams and shall follow all fees in accordance with the Pee Wee classification.  14U girls will play a league schedule with other SDAHA teams.  All girls meeting the age requirements above will be given the option of playing 14U girls, however, if the number of participants warrants a try-out process, as determined by the coaches, Squirt aged girls that don’t make the team will be asked to move to their age level co-ed team, at which time fees reimbursements would be given.  Pee Wee aged girls and above would remain on the 14U girls team. 

Team Assignment:
Team assignments to be determined by the coaches.
Game Format:

All standard rules apply. 

Season:
League schedule will be determined by SDAHA.  In addition, tournaments can be scheduled throughout the season.  Thirty five (35) games with other towns are permitted.  Two traveling tournaments and one home tournament will be funded by BISA.  A maximum total of $1,250 will be provided for the out of town tournaments. 

Girls Varsity
Overview:
Girls registering in SDAHA are age 19 or under.  SDAHA has adopted a Girls Varsity/Junior Varsity concept (spring meeting 2004).  The Junior Varsity program in BISA will be utilized as an opportunity for competition, enjoyment, and skill development for those players that do not skate regularly on the Varsity team. 

Team Assignment:
Teams will be divided by ability (see Tryout section).  Team assignments to be determined by the coaches.
Game Format:

All standard rules apply. 

Season:
League scheduled will be determined by SDAHA.  In addition, tournaments can be scheduled throughout the season.  Forty-five (45) games with other towns are permitted.  Two traveling tournaments and one home tournament will be funded by BISA.  A maximum total of $1,400 per team will be provided for the out of town tournaments.   

TRYOUT PROCEDURE
BISA policy states that teams at PeeWee/Bantam/Varsity/Girl’s Varsity age groups are to be split by ability, with the head coach for each level determining the selection method of tryouts.  All players at each level will participate in the tryout procedure.  The final decision of the teams will be made by the coaches.  Please contact coaching director and coaching committee with any questions.
POLICY ON CHALLENGING TO HIGHER LEVEL TEAMS
All players will be encouraged to remain with the team they would normally play with according to their age.  However, a player may request to challenge to the next higher age group.  This request will be considered by the BISA Challenge Committee.  This committee will consist of the head coaches from the Varsity, Junior Varsity, Bantam, Pee Wee and Squirt teams.  
Challenge decisions will be based on what’s deemed to be best for the player’s development and the program as a whole.  Initial consideration will be given to the player’s ability level, as evaluated by the BISA Challenge Committee.  A challenge will not be granted unless the Committee determines the player’s ability level is consistent with the higher age group.  Secondly, the number of players at the applicable age groups will be considered.  Challenges that could result in untenable team numbers at a particular age group may be denied.     
BISA recommends that challenges only be made by players entering their second year by age in the current age group. 

The procedure to initiate a challenge to the next higher age group will be as follows:
1.
The parents or legal guardian of the player will obtain a challenge form from the BISA President. A sample Request to Challenge form can be found in Appendix B.
2.
The form is to be completed and signed by both parents or guardians (if both are responsible for the player) and submitted to the BISA President. The completed form is to be submitted the night of registration with a check for the difference in fees.  Players moving to the community after the season starts will be granted the opportunity to make a late challenge request.  However, players registered after January 15 will not be allowed to participate in state tournament play.
3.
The BISA President will provide the BISA Challenge Committee with the list of all players challenging.  The committee will use the Challenge Evaluation Criteria and Report Form (See Appendix C) in all cases.

4.
The player will practice with the older team until a decision has been made to not allow the player to remain with the older team. The player may decide to withdraw from the challenge at any time prior to playing in a game with the older team.  If the player participates in a game, the player is then rostered with that team for the remainder of the season. 
5.
The BISA Challenge Committee will evaluate the player and make a written report, including a recommendation to approve or deny the challenge.  This process will be completed following the first week of practice or no later than two weeks before the first game. The decision to allow or disallow a challenge will be made by a majority vote of the BISA Challenge Committee.  Members of this committee must excuse themselves from decisions concerning their own children or immediate family members. Any coach may excuse him/herself if he/she has no knowledge of the player’s ability. The written report will be provided to the BISA President and Coaching Director.
6.
The Head Coach of the age group the player is challenging to will inform the player and parents of the player on the Committee’s decision as soon as it is practical. If a challenge is denied, the parents of the player will be informed of the reason for the denial.

7.
If requested by the player and/or parents of the player, the BISA President will conduct a special meeting as soon as practical after the challenge request has been decided upon. Members of the Challenge Committee may be asked to attend the meeting to answer questions regarding the player’s abilities. 

8.
No player will continue to practice and play with both age groups.

9.
If the challenge does not work out and is considered void for whatever reason, the player can return to the original age group unless the player has participated in a game with the older age group.

RINK RAT PROGRAM
For Mites, Squirts and U-14 girls, the Rink Rat Player Achievement Program will be in place. This program is designed to help youngsters increase their understanding of the game of hockey and to improve their skill level. The program sets guidelines to help parents work with their youngsters and improve their abilities. It also provides some recognition for the youngster who makes this devoted effort.

When youngsters complete the requirements, they will be rewarded with a Rink Rat pin and patch at the Spring awards banquet.  Should the youngsters complete the requirements twice in a season, they will receive a Rangers Hockey T-shirt. Parents’ encouragement and support will allow the youngsters to accomplish their goal and proudly be known as a RINK RAT!  Team directors will distribute forms that apply to the Rink Rat Program to parents. When the youngster has completed the Rink Rat Program, parents are asked to turn the form in to their team director. 

OFF SEASON
From the Varsity State Tournament to November 1st of the next season, there are no BISA guidelines regarding rostering, tournaments, game limits, etc.
During the offseason, BISA will not provide game jerseys. 

GUIDELINES FOR TEAM COMMUNICATION
BISA has developed a system for communication among parents, directors and coaches that allows concerns to be heard but reduces the number of questions coaches must respond to. For the system to work, it is beneficial if everyone involved clearly understands his or her role. 

Parents 

Parents may have questions about team rules, discipline, coaching philosophy; or they may have a concern about application of BISA team policies or a coach’s conduct. These questions or concerns should be brought to the attention of the director for that age group. The director simply providing a copy of rules or policies to the parent can handle many of these questions. Other questions may be referred to the coach, BISA Coaching Committee, or the BISA Executive Board, depending on the nature of the problem. In any event, the parent is entitled to an explanation of how the question was resolved.

Directors 

The Director functions as a liaison between parents and coaches and represents parents’ concerns at BISA Executive Board meetings. Co-directors are allowed only one vote at Executive Board meetings. The communication role of the director is to hear parents’ questions or concerns and respond appropriately. Directors may hand out copies of rules and policies, or they may seek information from the coach, BISA officers, or the Executive Board. The director then contacts the parent with the requested information. 

Coaches

The BISA Coaching Committee reviews BISA policies for each age group with the coaches prior to the beginning of the season. Many of the policies allow the coaches to decide how to implement the policy. This is true for tryout procedures, several articles in the Code of Conduct, bench discipline, playing time, and other aspects of team formation. Coaches are encouraged to inform their directors of how these functions will be carried out so that parents can be informed.

TOURNAMENTS AND OUT OF TOWN TRAVEL
Each age group will host a tournament if possible. In addition, BISA will pay for two away tournaments for each team at each age level mites and up. Teams playing in the SDAHA league will also attend an SDAHA-sponsored tournament.  Additional tournaments must be approved by the BISA board and will not be funded by BISA. 

Players may not drive to or from out-of-town games. They must ride with a parent or coach. During out-of town travel, players are the responsibility of their parents or parent designee.

CHEERLEADERS
Both our Ranger cheerleaders and the visiting cheerleaders are instructed to abide by our arena rules regarding cheerleading. Cheerleaders may cheer during breaks in the game, but must sit down when the game is in play. 
All cheerleaders are to buy their own jerseys or uniform, much like the hockey players. They are allowed to have fundraising projects to help cover expenses. When cheerleaders travel to out of town games, tournaments, or state tournaments, they cover their own expenses; motel rooms, food, gas, etc. 

If coaches or directors are collecting money to give Christmas gifts or help with cheerleaders fundraising, it can only be a free-will gift of money  no restrictions on the ice will be allowed, or players penalized for not contributing.

GENERAL POLICIES

In the effort to make ice hockey a more desirable and rewarding experience for all participants, the USA Hockey Youth, Junior, and Senior Councils have instructed the Officiating Program to adhere to certain points of emphasis relating to sportsmanship. The campaign is designed to require all players, coaches, officials, team officials and administrators to maintain a sportsmanlike and educational atmosphere before, during and after all USA Hockey-sanctioned games. 

Players Code of Conduct

1.
The use or possession of illegal drugs or alcohol will not be allowed or tolerated. 

2.
The use of tobacco will not be allowed or tolerated. 

3.
Stealing or vandalism of any property is prohibited. 

4.
Profanity of any form will not be tolerated, on or off the ice. 

5.
Criticism of officials or team members will not be allowed. 

6.
Courtesy will be shown to other team players, officials and fans at all times. 

7.
Attending and being prompt for every practice and game is mandatory, unless excused by the coach. 

8.
Maintaining a healthy physical condition and mental attitude to the best of the player’s ability is required. 

9.
Team play will be required at all times. 

10.
Players will conduct themselves to the highest degree possible because they represent themselves, their team, their coach and their city. 

11.
Open skating and hockey practice misbehavior may remove the player from practice and game. Any individual kicked out by the arena staff may not practice or play game(s) for the time period specified by the arena staff.
Discipline for Violations of the Code of Conduct

Article 1:     First offense- 5 game suspension

Article 1:     Second offense-season suspension

Article 2:     First offense- 5 game suspension

Article 2:     Second offense- season suspension

Article 3:     First offense-5 game suspension

Article 3:     Second offense – season suspension

Article 4:     Coach’s discipline

Article 5:     Coach’s discipline

Article 6:     Coach’s discipline

Article 7:     Coach’s discipline

Article 8:     Coach’s discipline

Article 9:     Coach’s discipline

Article 10:   Coach’s discipline

Article 11:   Dependent on infraction/Coach’s discipline 

The code of conduct will be enforced from 12:00 am on the first day of registration until 11:59 PM of the day of the final game of the season for the team on which a player is participating. 

If an offender commits a second offense of Article 1, 2, or 3 whether the same offense of not, the second time and offense is committed, then this is considered a second offense, and the offender is suspended for the season. 

Enforcement of the Player’s Code of Conduct

As a participating member of SDAHA and according to SDAHA By-Laws, the Brookings Ice Skating Association (BISA) has the authority to enforce its rules and regulation through its Board of Directors or their designee. Concerning violations of the Player’s Code of Conduct, the BISA Officers are designated as a Discipline Committee to investigate and enforce articles of the Code not listed under Coach’s Discipline. The Discipline Committee will also hear appeals of action taken by a coach under articles enforced through coach’s discipline. The Discipline Committee will conduct a prompt and fair hearing to hear such matters. The appeal may be brought to the BISA Board of Directors by filing a written notice of appeal with the BISA President within 5 days of the event giving rise to the appeal. 

Administrative appeals to SDAHA are provided for in the SDAHA By-Laws. Section 3.2 states that “Any person, team or league may appeal adverse action taken against he/she/it by a local association.” Filing a written notice of appeal with the SDAHA Secretary makes the appeal. They must state the facts and circumstances and shall be accompanied by a non-refundable fee of $50. Such notice of appeal shall be made within 10 days of the event giving rise to the appeal. 

Zero Tolerance

Larson Ice Center is a Zero Tolerance Facility. BISA Officers, Directors, Coaches, Parents and spectators are required to abide by the same standards as outlined above in the Player’s Code of Conduct. Use of tobacco and alcohol outside of the arena is allowed as defined by State and Federal laws. Anyone who refuses to abide by Zero Tolerance rules may be asked to leave the arena.
All players, parents, and coaches will be mandated to attend a code of conduct / sportsmanship seminar which will be available after registration and before the regular hockey season.

BISA Policy on Discrimination

BISA will assure that none of the programs it governs will be discriminatory on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, disability, marital or family status, status as a Vietnam Era or disabled veteran, or status as an alien authorized to work in the United States. 

BISA expects all participants in the programs it governs to be helpful and respectful to others. Segregation or harassment on the basis of any of the above will not be tolerated. 

Any issue brought to the attention of the BISA Board in regard to the above will be investigated and dealt with in a manner appropriate to the findings and insuring BISA’s policy of non-discrimination. 

USA Hockey/BISA Screening Policy

Starting with the 2000-2001 season, USA Hockey and the SDAHA required background checks on all Board members, Directors, and Coaches. Disclosure statements were sent to all involved, and were then sent in to the state association. It is the policy of USA Hockey and BISA that it will not authorize or sanction, in programs that it directly controls, any volunteer or employee who has routine access to children (anyone under the age of majority) who refuses to consent to be screened by USA Hockey/SDAHA or BISA before he/she is allowed to have routine access to children in USA Hockey SDAHA or BISA programs. Further, it is the policy of USA Hockey/SDAHA that it will require its affiliates to adopt this policy as a condition of its affiliation with USA Hockey/SDAHA.
A person may be disqualified and prohibited from serving as an employee or volunteer of BISA or USA Hockey/SDAHA if the person:
1.
Has been convicted (including crimes of which the record has been expunged and pleas of “no contest’) of a crime of child abuse, sexual abuse of a minor, physical abuse, causing a child’s death, neglect of a child, murder, manslaughter, felony, assault, any assault against a minor, kidnapping, arson, criminal- sexual conduct, prostitution-related crimes, or controlled substance crimes.

2. 
Has been adjudged liable for civil penalties or damages involving sexual or physical abuse of children.
3. 
Has been subject to any court order involving any sexual abuse or physical abuse of a minor, including but not limited to domestic order or protection;

4. 
Has had their parental rights terminated;

5. 
Has a history with another organization (volunteer, employment, etc.) of complaints of sexual or physical abuse of minors;

6. 
Has resigned, been terminated, or been asked to resign from a position, whether paid or unpaid, due to complaint(s) of sexual or physical abuse of minors; or

7. 
Has a history of other behavior that indicates that he/she may be a danger to children in USA Hockey. 

USA Hockey/BISA Physical Abuse Policy

It is the policy of USA Hockey and BISA that there shall be no physical abuse of any participant involved in any of its sanctioned programs, training camps, hockey clinics, coaches clinics, referee clinics, regional and national tournaments or other USA Hockey events by any employee, volunteer or independent contractor. Physical abuse means physical contact with a participant that intentionally causes the participant to sustain bodily harm or personal injury. Physical abuse also includes physical contact with a participant that intentionally creates a threat of immediate bodily harm or personal injury. Physical abuse does not include physical contact that is reasonably designed to coach, teach or demonstrate a hockey skill. Permitted physical conduct may include, but is not necessarily limited to shooting pucks at a goaltender, demonstrating checking or another hockey skill, and communicating with or directing participants during the course of a game or practice by touching them in a non-threatening, non-sexual manner. 
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