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Who or What are the Crusaders?

The Hudson Crusaders are a member team of the Minnesota Junior Hockey League, a USA Hockey Sanctioned Tier III Junior A League.

Entering their 4th year, the Hudson Crusaders main focus is to identify and development each players weakness' to move them on to a higher level of hockey.  Through 3 years they have been able to move on 19 of our past players to either the NAHL, Canadian Junior A tier II, Division III college hockey or Minor Pro hockey.  

For more information on who we are and what we do and offer, please visit our website at www.lechampiondehockey.com
Introduction to Billet Families

To become a host family for a player with the Crusaders is a great way to get involved, as well as develop some very special bonds with the players.  For many of the players, this will be their first time away from home and they will need a stable living environment during their stay in Hudson.  Players on the Crusaders are between the ages of 16 and 20 years of age with the majority of them being 18 and 19 years old.

The bonds developed between a family and a player are bonds that will last a lifetime.  Families should have time to spend with their players as well as be active in supporting them in their hockey endeavors.  In short, families should take every opportunity to make their player feel like a member of the family.

What is Billeting?

Billeting is when a local family welcomes into their home a visiting player.  The family that offers to help in providing a safe place of the player is called a host family.

Why Billet?

Billeting can be a very exciting and rewarding experience for all those willing to open up their homes to dedicated players.  Many families who have billeted in the past usually look back at their experience with fond memories.  In fact, many families still stay in touch with players they had billeted in the past as those same players move through the college and professional ranks.  Key benefits to host families are:

· Build lifelong friendships with players and their families

· Assist young players to enjoy a safe and comfortable environment while enjoying hockey

· Assist visiting players to lessen expensive living costs, making participation in Junior hockey possible

· Show support for the Hudson Crusaders and help them to be successful

What to Consider if you want to be a Billet Family?

A billet family should be caring, sensitive and patient.  It can be overwhelming for a player to be away from home, some for the first time.  Each player is unique and communication and mutual understanding take effort.  Billeting should be safe, secure, welcoming environment where players and families can learn and grow.

Things to Consider

Do you have time for a player?  Players appreciate good quality time with their billet family.  Is everyone in your household ready to accept someone with a different background?  If you have children, are they comfortable with bringing another person into the family?  Other key issues to be aware of are:

· The Junior hockey player’s schedule is irregular as they try to balance school and/or a job with their hockey schedule which includes, game, practices, road trips, some of which are overnight, and other team related activities.  The Hudson Crusaders will provide each billet family with a schedule of events and activities prior to the start of the regular season.

· Many players return home once the season is over

· All meals and accommodations while on the road will be covered by Hudson Crusaders.

Host Family Responsibilities:

· Complete an application

· Provide information for a criminal background check

· Provide a safe, comfortable room with a bed, closet/storage space and dresser

· Inform player of your expectations and house rules

· Provide access in home to do laundry, cook meals, and study (can be shared space)

· Provide meals, left-overs or groceries for the player to prepare meals on his own 

· Offer a comfortable, nurturing, and loving family environment

· Confirm with the player any allergies, medical conditions and special dietary needs

· Treat the player as a family guest not just a renter

· Show respect for the player’s privacy. Always knock first when desiring to enter his room.

· Demonstrate concern for the player’s academic and personal growth process

· Ensure the player’s welfare while in their home

· Support the player, communicate with him and be understanding

· Discuss concerns when an issue arises rather than waiting for things to escalate
Initiate contact with the Billeting Supervisor & General Manager regarding housing issues and/or concerns

· Each Billeting family will receive a monthly stipend to help with any added expenses.  

· A monthly meeting will take place with the family and the Billeting Supervisor to review the months experience and answer any questions or address any concerns that may have arisen.

Player’s Responsibilities

· At time of signing, provide one post-dated check per month ( to be deposited into the Host Home Program’s banking account on the 20th of each month for the upcoming month’s room and board) to the Billeting Supervisor

· Ensure that there are adequate funds available in player’s account for this monthly bank transaction. 

· Show gratitude for the provision of room and board & the opportunity to be part of this family 

· Provide information on allergies, medical conditions, special dietary needs

· Act as member of the family rather than a renter; keep living space clean and organized

· Respect the host family as you would your own family

· Respect the rules of the host family as determined between the billet family and the player.

· Show respect for the family’s privacy 

· Show academic and personal growth, looking after his personal welfare

· Maintain regular contact with the Billeting Supervisor; promptly share housing issues and/or concerns

· Conduct himself in a mature manner with adequate self-discipline; meet policies & expectations of program

· Represent the Team, himself, and his family with a positive manner

· Maintain open communication with family members

· If players are not attending High School, players are encouraged to take some college courses or find a part-time job.

· Players who attend High School are required to keep good grades and be a respectful student.  The Billet Supervisor will be doing monthly checks and will report back to the team’s general manager and coaches.

· A monthly meeting will take place with the player and the Billeting Supervisor to review the months experience and answer any questions or address any concerns that may have arisen.

The Billet Supervisor’s Role

The Billet Supervisor is the key contact for the billet family.  The Billet Supervisor is the person responsible for arranging accommodations for the players with local host families and recommending families.  Also, the Billet Supervisor is responsible for getting payments to Billet families by the 1st of every month.  Any questions regarding billeting or concerns with visiting players should be forwarded to the Billet Supervisor immediately.

Billet Family Benefits

The Hudson Crusaders will provide the Billet Family the following:

· Free admission to each home game

· Recognition in the Crusader program and on-ice introduction

· Invitation to the Crusader awards banquet

· Children will be invited to player/billet family hockey day-on and off ice fun.

Additional Information

The following information will be provided to all billeting families upon selection:

· Team Contact List

· Team Code of Conduct

· Billet Contact List

Billet Supervisor:


Trisha Danielson


Telephone:  715-377-6371








