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The Development Committee of SDAHA carries out the mission of player development of all levels, and through the District Development, and National Festival Process.

Tier II National Tournament Teams

SDAHA entered a U14 team in the 2010 National Tournament in Wayne, New Jersey.  While they did not win the tournament, they were competitive in every game they played.  In 2011, SDAHA will enter a U16 team, coached by TJ Reinsch and MacKenzie Blais, and a U14 team, coached by Chuck Vockler and Jesse Rounds.  The teams were picked at the Spring Development Camp in Watertown in April.  They must play 20 games against USAHockey registered teams, and each player must participate in 10 of those games.  The team selection committees were formed with non-parent coaches from a mix of associations.  The players selected to participate in the District Development Camp in Minot were formed with coaches and experienced hockey minds from a variety of associations.  Qualified coaches from every association that sponsored a Varsity Boys team were invited to participate.  No parent was involved in a level in which their child participated.

The U16 team will participate as an entrant in the NPHL Fall league, and schedule extra friendly games to get their games in.  The U14 team will play a series of friendly games throughout  the fall to meet their game requirement.


The teams are self-funded and make the expenses for the coaching expenses and ice expenses throughout the fall and the spring through soliciting sponsorships and fundraising efforts through the year.  If you know of someone, or some entity which may be interested in assisting through sponsorship, please have them contact National Tournament sub-Committee Chair,  Doug Clark at **.  Please watch for the fundraising efforts of the players and help them by supporting the teams.

The rosters of the teams are: **http://assets.ngin.com/attachments/document/0011/0956/NATIONAL_TOURNAMENT_TEAMS_ANNOUNCED.pdf

SDAHA Development Camp/District Development Camp/USAHockey National Festival

The National Development program begins with the affiliate selection process where South Dakota players are selected to participate in the District Development Camp.  The District Development Camp involves College, Junior and High School coaches as evaluators and camp instructors.  This year the focus of the Camp changed under the direction of National Coach-in-Chief Al Bloomer as camp director.  No longer do the players simply play a series of scrimmages.  Instead, there are sessions focused on offensive concepts, defensive concepts, goalie specific sessions, small game sessions, presentation sessions off-ice, and two controlled scrimmages.

Although now cancelled due to conflicts, an additional step has been implemented through the supervision of the North Dakota Development program.  Top selected players were invited to a high intensity camp with college coaches and hockey specialists  at the University of North Dakota.  It is expected future years will involve  this step as top District level development event.


From the District Camp, participants in the National Festival were chosen.  South Dakota sends a player to a National Festival for the 3rd year in a row.

Bids are now being considered on alternative locations for the camp by the District Council.  Reprogramming is being considered that moves the camp to June in order to avoid school absences.


Those that qualified for the District Camp are:

** http://assets.ngin.com/attachments/document/0011/0957/Boys_NP_District_Qualifiers.pdf
Minor Development Clinic
This year for the first time, SDAHA held a minor development clinic.  Held in the intermission between games between the North Dakota U14 team and the South Dakota U14 team, it provided high level skill direction to the younger players.  The goal of the clinic was to expose the younger players to concepts that they need to focus on as they develop while presenting it in a format that reinforces the instruction given.  Programming for the 2010-2011 is being developed during the summer.
Northern Prairie Hockey League U18 Team

For the past four years the SDAHA has fielded a team in the Northern Prairie Hockey League consisting of rising members of the Junior Varsity and Varsity Division.  If an individual interested in serving as the General Manager can be found, attempts will be made to once again field a team.  The State Development Committee will serve as the entity responsible for determining eligibility for play (it is necessary to require interested players commit to playing in at least one if not two weekends away from South Dakota in order to be eligible for the South Dakota weekend).  Indidivuals interested in serving as the General Manager should contact Vince Foley at **vincepattyfoley@msn.com.
Fall Hockey Opportunities for U14 and U16 players

In order to provide a variety of opponents, SDAHA will consider forming U14 and U16 teams to player competitive games against the National Tournament teams, and other teams invited to participate on dates in South Dakota.  More information will be provided later on the SDAHA website.
Summer Camps
A variety of camp options in South Dakota exist.  Some announced to this point are:

Legends Institute – Brookings


** http://www.legendsi.com/ 

Planet Hockey – Huron

** http://dnet.planethockey.com/camps/default.aspx?CampId=255
Northern Edge – Brookings


** http://www.sdaha.org/news_article/show/44795?referrer_id=81756
Thank you for supporting development.  Thank you for supporting the U16 and U14 National Tournament Teams.  Watch the SDAHA website for further information.
