
TeamFLC co-founder and Vice-President, Mark Beaty, has been elected to the Winter Park High School Sports Hall of Fame - CONGRATULATIONS!!!

Mark Beaty started the boys’ lacrosse program at Winter Park High School at a time when the administrators didn’t really know what lacrosse was. But the kids wanted to play, so he started a club program. By the end of his 12 years, he had built a juggernaut – a program that consistently competes for the district, region and state titles. His coaching  record was 124 wins and 29 losses – an incredible .810 winning percentage.

In 1999, he led the Winter Park Wildcats to an undefeated 21-0 state championship season (which included wins against regional powerhouses such as Colorado’s  Denver East – and McCallie High School from Tennessee). He is still the only Central Florida coach to win a boys’ state lacrosse championship. 

 

In all, he led the Wildcats boys’ team to nine district championships, seven Central Florida championships (now called regional championships), and four appearances in the state championship game.  

 
Although he stepped down from the boys’ program in 2002, his legacy continues. He coached Central Florida’s first All-American, Ryan Healey, and six other All-Americans.  While some program struggle to find lacrosse coaches, Coach Beaty created an environment that encourages his former players to continue the Winter Park legacy. His former players have taken the reins of the Winter Park program, from former All-American Ryan Healey to current assistant coaches Jeremy Smith and Mike Gallo and  the Wildcats’ current head coach, Andy Sinclair. In addition, former player Elliott Whitton is currently coaching at Boone High School.

 

His players have gone on to play college ball at Lynchburg College, Virginia Military Institute and Catawba College, and at Florida State, University of Florida, University of Alabama, and Auburn University. 

In 2007, he returned as an assistant coach in the girls’ varsity lacrosse program and took over as head coach for the 2009-2010 season, where he compiled a 7-6 record and a trip to the district semifinals. 

In 13 years serving as a head coach at WPHS, he never coached a losing season. 

Special Awards/records: 

U.S. Lacrosse Century Club award (for coaching 100 or more wins)
 2002 U.S. Lacrosse Man of the Year (Central Florida chapter)
2002-03 Winter Park High School Coach of the Year
1999 Orange County Public School Award of Excellence (team award)
Central Florida Amateur Athletic Awards of 2000 for a Mens’ team (finalist)
       K-Swiss Training/Orlando Sentinel High School Sports Show Team of the   

      Week (March 2000). 



WPHS Award, Honors, and/or titles other than sports:
1998 Teacher of the Year, Winter Park Ninth Grade  Center
Served as Science Department chair, WP Ninth Grade Center
Served as Orlando Science Center liaison 
Professional and/or other sports activities:
Played and served as an officer of the Orlando Lacrosse Club, a post-collegiate men’s lacrosse club from 1987-1997, winning the State Championship in 1995.
 
Professional and Family Life (career, family, interests, etc.):
Married to wife, Linda, for 22 years; Has two children, Jackson, who is currently playing in the WPHS boys lacrosse program and Caroline, who is in Middle School
