USL-FGC  
Florida Gulf Coast Chapter of US Lacrosse
Promoting Positive Sportsmanship
The USL-FGC seeks to promote the core values of civility and respect for opponents, fairness in competition, and honesty and responsibility in individual conduct.  By adhering to these values, the USL-FGC hopes to sustain an environment that is competitive but not hostile or offensive. 
Sportsmanship is about demonstrating respect for opposing teams, coaches, and fans, as well as officials.
To encourage these values, the USL-FGC asks students to remember the slogan “Be Loud, Be Proud, Be Positive.”  Students are encouraged to cheer for their team, rather than against the opponent.  They should avoid singling out individuals by name or number, or in any way making disparaging remarks about players, coaches, or officials.  Fans are also asked to remain at an appropriate distance from the playing area, and away from team benches.  

The USL-FGC does not allow profanity, vulgarity or racist or sexist comments.  Alcohol is not tolerated at any athletic contest. 

· Be Loud, Be Proud, Be Positive
· Cheer for your team, not against the visitors

· Don’t get personal in your comments about
             players, coaches or officials

· No profanity, vulgarity, racist or sexist comments                                                         
· Alcohol is not tolerated at any athletic contest

· Fans are asked to remain at an appropriate distance                          from the playing area

USL-FGC  

Florida Gulf Coast Chapter of US Lacrosse
PROMOTIONAL ACTIVITIES
1. Student-Athlete Meetings 

- This meeting will allow for the opportunity to sit down with all institution student-athletes and clearly outline the objectives of the conference sportsmanship plan.  This meeting should stress the importance of getting student-athlete support behind the sportsmanship plan. 

2. Coaches Meetings

- Coaches play a crucial role in the success of creating better sportsmanship throughout the conference.  Student-athlete behavior is a direct result of coaching direction and example.  Coaches need to clearly understand the objectives of the sportsmanship plan so as to support and stress the importance of this initiative to their student-athletes.
3. Game announcements

- Each institution should select a student-athlete, coach, or other person of importance to read a sportsmanship announcement.  The announcement should be read at times when most students are present and attention is directed at the speaker, possibly a timeout or between halves or periods. (Example announcements below.
4. Parent Letter

- Parents of students-athletes also will play an important role in this initiative.  A letter should be sent out to all student-athlete parents prior to the beginning of the sport season.  This letter should communicate the goals of the sportsmanship plan and ask the parents to take an active role in supporting this plan. (An example letter can be found below)  
5. Game Program Announcement

- Include in the program a brief statement supporting the conference stance on good sportsmanship. (Examples listed below)
6. Conference Poster (with Sportsmanship logo)

- Posters displaying “Be Loud, Be Proud, Be Positive” will be created and distributed to each institution.
7. Initiate The Sportsmanship Card Program (see link below)
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GAME ANNOUNCEMENTS (examples) 
To be read over PA system during conference athletic contest by a selected individual. The statement could also be included in game programs and flyers.

“The student-athletes of the (Conference / Institution Name) ask our fans to support our shared goal of promoting positive sportsmanship and cultivating an enjoyable sporting environment.  Please do not make disparaging remarks or single out any individual player, coach, or referee. We compete with honor and integrity and play for the love of the game, so let’s all cheer for our team, have fun, and support the spirit of USL-FGC athletics”

“The NCAA, and (Host Institution) promote good sportsmanship by student-athletes, coaches and spectators. We request your cooperation by supporting the participants and officials in a positive manner. Profanity, racial or sexist comments or other intimidating actions directed at officials, student-athletes, coaches or team representatives – as well as public intoxication, the consumption or possession of alcoholic beverages and tobacco products are grounds for removal from the site of competition and other disciplinary actions.”

“The USL-FGC encourages and promotes sportsmanship by student-athletes, coaches, and spectators. Profanity, racial or ethical comments or other intimidating actions directed at officials, student-athletes, coaches, or team representatives will not be tolerated and are grounds for removal from the site of the competition.”
“The USL-FGC encourages and promotes sportsmanship by student-athletes, coaches and spectators. We request your cooperation by supporting the participants and officials in a positive manner. Profanity, racial, ethnic or sexual comments, or other intimidating actions will not be tolerated and are grounds for removal from the site of competition. Also, consumption or possession of alcoholic beverages is prohibited."

“We would like to remind you that good sportsmanship is a vital part of every athletic event. Sportsmanship should be exhibited by coaches, student-athletes and spectators to make the event a success. All spectators are encouraged to cheer for their team, but are asked to refrain from any display of poor sportsmanship towards opponents and officials. Obscene gestures and verbal comments are not part of a successful athletic event. We hope you will enjoy the game and support the efforts of all involved to promote good citizenship and sportsmanship.”
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EXAMPLE LETTER TO PARENT(S)/GUARDIAN(S) 

Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s) Name,

· We are very excited to have your son (daughter) as a member of the (school) Lacrosse this coming season.  (School name) is proud of our athletic tradition and we are committed to making participation in varsity athletics an integral and educational part of every student-athlete’s college experience.

Parents are an important part of our athletics family, and I encourage you to communicate with me directly if you have concerns about the safety or ethical conduct of our program.  In the interest of helping our student-athletes make the most of their college experience and manage their adult responsibilities, we do ask that parents not become involved in sport specific matters, such as playing time and strategy, with the coaches.  Rather, we strongly recommend that such discussions, if necessary, take place between the coach and the student-athlete.  Please know I am always available as a confidential sounding board to all student-athletes on such matters if need be.

I would also like to make you aware of the “The USL-FGC fan sportsmanship initiative that is being implemented this year for the first time.  The USL-FGC and (School name) encourage your support of “Be Loud, Be Proud, Be Positive”, a campaign to raise the level of sportsmanship among our spectators.  

“Be Loud, Be Proud, Be Positive” asks fans to respect the following principles of good sportsmanship:

· Be Loud, Be Proud, Be Positive

· Cheer for your team, not against the visitors

· Don’t get personal in your comments about players, coaches or officials

· No profanity, vulgarity, racist or sexist comments
· Alcohol is not tolerated at any athletic contest

· Fans are asked to remain at an appropriate distance from the playing area
We hope we can count on your support and if you experience a fan violating the spirit of this program, please inform one of the on-site administrators so it can be addressed. I look forward to an exciting season together.

Sincerely,

(Name)

Director of Athletics or President
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EXAMPLES OF PROGRAM INSERTS

Be Loud – Be Proud – Be Positive

Sportsmanship is about demonstrating respect for opposing teams, coaches and fans, as well as officials.

The USL-FGC is committed to excellence as manifested in an atmosphere of sportsmanship and fair play.

Competition and sportsmanship are not mutually exclusive…they are compatible and complimentary goals.

Sportsmanship is everyone’s responsibility

…..A Message from the Student-Athletes of the USL-FGC / (Institution)

Suggestions for Adhering to the USL-FGC Sportsmanship Plan

1. Designate a Sideline Manager for each home athletic event who will be responsible for sportsmanship at that contest. See link to Sideline Manager Job Description below.
2. Establish a conference wide reporting system for the home team to report poor sportsmanship by visiting fans, student-athletes or coaches to the visiting school’s athletic director.

3. Ban front row seating at venues where students encroach on the competition-playing surface.

4. Adopt conference policy that videotaping will continue to record any disruptive incident after the game has been stopped.

5. Intercede and (if necessary) eject fans, showing unacceptable forms of behavior.
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Recommended Game Management Policy

1. All athletic events should be staffed by a professional athletic department personnel member (as detailed below B-D). The responsibilities of said administrator are as follows:

a. Make sure someone is available to greet the visiting team and show them to their locker room. 

b. Introduce themselves to officials and visiting coaches as the on-site administrator.

c. Notify officials, visiting coach, security personnel where they can be found during the contest should problems arise.

d. Assure safe passage of officials before, during and after the contest. Both team and officials' dressing rooms should be private and secure.
e. Maintain crowd control before, during and after the contest.

f. Enforce all (conference and/or institution) rules of conduct and sportsmanship including enforcing the crowd control statement.

g. Reporting any problems to the respective athletic director (host or visiting) and the conference office. 

2. This individual must know all procedures for contacting emergency personnel or security.  

3. Security staff: It is the host institution’s responsibility to staff and train ample security staff for its events. Security staff should vigilantly monitor the crowd and be strategically placed on site to provide maximum coverage. If a visiting athletic director has concern about potential staffing for a particular event they should contact the host athletic director in advance and request additional staffing if desired. Members should also report any incidents that occur to their AD and the conference office in a timely manner.  

4. The host institution should not permit organized groups of students from sitting directly behind the visiting team bench to harass, intimidate or otherwise verbally or physically abuse visiting team personnel.

5. The following Crowd Control Disclaimer could be read before the start of all athletic contests as well as during halftime/intermission and during the contest as needed.  The host institution should strictly enforce its contents and warn/remove violators of the policy. The statement could also be posted on signage at the site of play and included in game programs/flyers:

“The USL-FGC and (host institution) promote good sportsmanship by student-athletes, coaches and spectators. We request your cooperation by supporting the participants and officials in a positive manner. Profanity, racial or sexist comments or other intimidating actions directed at officials, student-athletes, coaches or team representatives – as well as public intoxication, the consumption or possession of alcoholic beverages and tobacco products are grounds for removal from the site of competition and other disciplinary actions.”
Unacceptable Behaviors at USL-FGC Athletic Contests

The following should not be tolerated at any USL-FGC Events:

· Possession of alcohol or drugs at competition site

· Drunkenness

· Any behavior affecting the operations of the contest (including noisemakers that interrupt play)

· Vulgar language or behavior 

· Derogatory remarks (or actions) directed at a player, coach, or official

· Any action that makes a player, coach or official feel threatened

· Derogatory remarks (or actions) directed toward another fan

· Any actions that make other fans feel threatened

Conference-Wide Reporting System

An The USL-FGC athletic director who ejects a visiting student from a USL-FGC contest for misconduct, should report the incident to the athletic director of the visiting institution, along with the student's name, and student ID number. The visiting athletic director should then report the student to the school's administration for the purpose of placing the student in the institution's judiciary system.
NOTE:  Please see the US Lacrosse link for more information.

http://www.uslacrosse.org/youth/sportsmanshipcard.phtml   Sportsmanship Card Program

http://www.uslacrosse.org/official/pdf/sidelinemanager.pdf   Sideline Manager
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