4th GRADE TACKLE FOOTBALL SUCCUMBS TO BRIDGEWATER 10/04/09

The conditions were ripe for a win; great weather, great Bridgewater field, great attitude.  Fireball Rubino roused the team with his chatter:  “What Time is it?”  GAME TIME.  “Who are WE”?  HINGHAM.  The parents and fans were poised for a win.  Spencer Cassell, Shane Bick and Zach Devine represented the team as co-captains.  Hingham chose to receive the ball to start the game.  Peyton Crosby received the kick and drove to the Hingham 43 yard line. Michael Freeman, Shane Bick, Peyton Crosby, center Zach Devine, Nathaniel Bosnian, Charlie Wichern and Nick Beal positioned themselves on the offensive line.  Handoffs to Eric Rubino and Tyler Murphy were not effective and a QB sack led to the turnover on Hingham’s 33 yard line.    On defense, Murphy, Nick Beal, Shane Bick, Charlie Wichern, Nathaniel Bosnian, and Michael Freeman braced for the attack. Tackles by Nick Beal, Michael Donius, Spencer Cassell, Zach Devine and Peyton Crosby kept Bridgewater’s gain to a minimum.  Michael Freemans’s fumble recover gave Hingham the ball on their own 19 yard line.  On offense again, runs by Tyler Murphy, a pass attempt to Nick Beal, and a drive up the middle by Spencer Cassell were not enough and Bridgewater took over on Hingham’s 16 yard line with 1:22 remaining in the 1st quarter.  Bridgewater wasted no time in plowing through three Hingham players to score their first touchdown and 2pt conversion of the game.  The resulting kick-off to Peyton Crosby brought Hingham to their own 40 yard line.  Hand-offs to Spencer Cassell and Kevin Shea were not fruitful and brought about the end of the first quarter.   

The beginning of the second quarter looked a little more promising for Hingham.  A toss to Peyton Crosby brought Hingham to 4th down and 8.  But then a stunning completed 20 yard pass from Miller to Michael Freeman along with the additional 10 yards gained by speedy Freeman seemed just what the team needed to jumpstart Hingham’s game.  Hand-offs to Peyton Crosby, Spencer Cassell, and Eric Rubino brought Hingham to Bridgewater’s 23 yard line.  A Bridgewater penalty gave Hingham the 1st down at the Badgers 15 yard line.  Things were looking up!  However, hand-offs to Rubino, Cassell, and Crosby did not advance the ball enough and Bridgewater took over on their own 9 yard line with 2:15 remaining in the 2nd quarter.  “Hold Em” could be heard on the Hingham sidelines but apparently Bridgewater was not listening and ran the entire length of the field for their second TD of the game on their next possession.  The 2pt conversion was shut down.  The ensuing kick-off was caught by Michael Donius who ran to the Hingham 47 yard line with 1:44 remaining in the first half.  Once again Hingham went to Cassell and Rubino, normally a slam dunk, only to be shut down by the Badgers again on the 50 yard line.  On defense, Donius swatted down a pass attempt and Cassell forced a fumble to end the 1st half of the game.  The score was Bridgewater 14, Hingham 0.   

Freeman kicked off to Bridgewater to start the 2nd half of the game.  Shane Bick and Peyton Crosby SMASHED the Bridgewater receiver on his own 49 yard line and one had to wonder if Hingham had its game back on.  On the very next play, Bridgewater broke from the pack and scored another TD, only to be called back to the Hingham 27 yard line for a pushing penalty.  Donius, Crosby and Devine continued to tackle on Bridgewater but as if to prove that the TD was theirs to have, they repeated it again.  This time it was Donius and Jack Maude that shut down the 2pt conversion. The score was now Bridgewater 20, Hingham 0.  Bridgewater kicked to Hingham and Eric Rubino caught the ball and ran for another 10 to the Hingham 47 yard line.  A fumble, a QB sack, a dropped lateral pass, and a too-short run attempt handed the ball directly back to Bridgewater on the Hingham 45 yard line with 1:21 remaining in the 3rd quarter.    Again, the Badgers broke free on their next possession and ran for a TD.  Once again, it was called back to the Hingham 40 yard line.  But to no avail; they wanted what was theirs and just re-ran the same touchdown the very next play.  Tyler Murphy was mad now and went after that 2pt conversion attempt like a Raider.  The third quarter ended with the score Bridgewater 26, Hingham 0.  

A hand-off to Spencer Cassell, a pass attempt/QB sack, and unsuccessful run attempts by Rubino gave Bridgewater the ball on Hingham’s 20 yard line to start the 4th quarter.  Thankfully Bridgewater could not convert.  On Hingham’s’ next possession hand-offs to Rubino, Cassell, and Murphy were unproductive and Bridgewater got the ball on Hingham’s 10 yard line with 1:50 remaining in the 4th quarter.  This opportunity was too good to pass up and Bridgewater once again broke through the Hingham defense and scored another TD bringing the score to Bridgewater 32, Hingham 0.  Hingham fought back one more time and with 1:38 left in the game, tried another pass to Freeman and another hand-off to Kevin Shea, but the game was already over.  
