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The Maple Leaf Rag
	A publication for  and about SMAHL Travel Hockey


September 2009

W
 elcome to the Maple Leaf Rag, the official publication for the SMAHL Travel Division.  Just a reminder:  each month, your team will receive this newsletter via email.  It is the primary communications piece for the entire SMAHL Travel Division organization.  It will keep our entire association informed of SMAHL Travel Division activities and, more importantly, create unity among all teams and levels of our organizations.  We have a strong goal to build loyalty, pride and friendship among the teams in our SMAHL Travel division.  To that end, we need to communicate more fully across teams lines and promote our program from within.

This is YOUR newsletter.  To make it successful, we need your input each month.  Please let us know about tournaments, special events, fundraisers, and any other interesting information going on in your team.  The contact information is at the end of the last page.  
	Parent Information


Mark your calendar—the scheduled pick-up for the American Foods fundraiser is the week of October 12.  More information to follow!

Ice schedules for September (and following months) are currently being compiled.  Managers will forward them to parents as soon as they are available.
	Coaches Corner 


Reminder:  USA Hockey is offering coaching clinics at Tam O'Shanter on September 12 and 13, as well as on other dates at nearby rinks.  Those coaches and assistant coaches who need to take a class—whether to earn their coaching card or renew it—should register at www.usahockey.com .
	Manager Information


Karen Ward, SMAHL Registrar, would like to remind managers that she needs the following information by September 1 to roster each team:  
· Manager’s name, address, phone numbers, email address, date of birth

· All coaches’ names, address, phone numbers, email addresses, dates of birth, copies of coaching cards, copies of USA hockey registration

· Confirmation that all volunteers have gone through screening at www.midamhockey.com 

· All players’ USA Hockey registration, birth certificate, participant code of conduct, parent code of conduct, consent to treat form

If you have any questions, contact Karen at 419-367-6543 or kward1953@bex.net. 

All managers are encouraged to use the Pro Shop to order apparel, and to ensure items comply with SMAHL brand identity (colors, proper logo).  Please contact the manager of the pro shop, Mark Waddell, at proshop@playsylvania.com.. .
Many teams are starting to schedule scrimmage games.  Don’t forget to call for officials and to contact Kathy LaVoy to put game dates and opponents on the lobby screens (kathy@playsylvania.com). 

	The SMAHL Travel Board Needs YOU!


The SMAHL Travel Board is looking for a new treasurer.  If you are interested in serving in this capacity for your travel hockey association, contact Mike Fielding at (419) 350-1344 or Mike.Fielding@chrobinson.com 

	Referee Clinics



USA Hockey has referee clinics scheduled at Tam O’Shanter on September 19 and 20.  
	’99 Team Boasts Winning Triathletes


The Squirt AA team is proud of its own Michael Theis, who finished first overall in his age bracket (7-10 years) in the recent Sylvania youth triathlon.  Michael beat 87 other triathletes with a time of 19:36. His brother, Benjamin—also a hockey player—finished ninth in the same age bracket, but first in the eight-year-old group.  To top it off, older brother Matthew finished second in the 13-year-old group in his fourth running of the race.  The boys are the sons of Dale and Maria Theis.
Matt Fink, head coach of the ’99 team, competed in the Sprint Triathlon for adults as well.  

Congratulations to the Theis family and Matt Fink! 
	Test Your Hockey Knowledge


This month’s question:  A defending player pushes an attacking player, who does not

have possession of the puck, into the Attacking Zone just prior to the puck entering that zone. Is the attacking player off-side?

Answer:  Yes. Rule References 626 (a & c) and 621(a). Even though the attacking player was pushed, the off-side infraction must still be called. If the push was severe enough, the referee may elect to assess a minor penalty for interference. (source:  USA Hockey Official Rules and Casebook)

	Meet Your Travel Board


· Mike Fielding, Vice President 
· TBD, Treasurer
· Brad Pfeifer, Secretary

· Chris Easton, Director of Coaches

· Eric Roberts, Public Relations
· HT Williams, Finance
· Shawnna Easton, Scheduler

· Jimmy Roberts, Equipment

· Matt Fink, Rules and Discipline 

· Pat Heldt, President, SMAHL Executive Board
	SMAHL Travel Division Coaches


· Bantam AA (’95)—Tim Suter
· Bantam A (‘96)—Ryan Morris
· Bantam B (’95/ ‘96)—Dan Batdorf
· Pee Wee AA (’97)—Bob Felser
· Pee Wee A (’98)—Bob Schultz
· Squirt AA (’99)—Matt Fink
· Squirt A (’00)—Kevin Mankowski
· Mite A (’02)—Mike Fielding

	Travel Board Meetings—Join Us in the Loft!


· Tuesday, September 8   7:00 p.m.
· Sunday, October 4   7:00 p.m.

***Reminder:  Board Meetings are open to everyone!  The Board would like at least one representative from each team to attend these meetings to share information.  Please plan to attend.***

	We Need Your Information!


Every month, we need information on your team—tournament victories, player accomplishments, fundraisers…you name it!  Please contact Jane Pfeifer, editor, at jepfeifer@bex.net or (419) 829-3103 to add your news.
	Check Out Our Website


You can get all kinds of information on the SMAHL Travel Hockey program at our website:  www.sylvaniahockey.org.
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