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I hope everyone's enjoying their summer. Although there's plenty of summer left I'd like to update you on new district personnel and also on some of the NPD events that are scheduled between now and the start of the 2009 hockey season. 

The NPD has several new appointments to the district leadership since June of this year. 

The Montana Amateur Hockey Association has elected a new president. Bruce Bekkedahl did not run for re-election this year and Ray Tilman was elected to the presidency of Montana Hockey. Ray is from Wise River Montana (Butte Hockey Association).  As the president of MAHA Ray sits on both the full NPD Board of Directors and the NPD Executive Council.

Appointed as the new USAH NPD Risk Manager is Bruce Bekkedahl. After many years as president of the Montana Amateur Hockey Association Bruce chose not the seek re-election. There was an opening in the NPD at the District Risk Manager Position and Bruce was interested in the position and also wanted to stay active in the district so when it came time to fill the position Bruce applied and was appointed as the USAH NPD Risk Manager. As the NPD Risk manager Bruce sits on the NPD Board of Directors.

Al Bloomer from Red Lodge Montana is the new NPD Player Development Director. He accepted this position in June at the USAH Annual Congress. Besides being the NPD Player Development Director and sitting on the NPD Board of Directors Al is also the USAH National Coach in Chief. He serves on the National Player Development Committee and supervises the USAH Coaching Education Program and the USAH District Coaches and Chief's. The district Player Development Director sits on the NPD Board of Directors.

NPD Referee in Chief Gary Fiddler recently announced an addition to his staff. He has appointed Doug Sorensen as the South Dakota State Supervisor of Officials. Doug was recommended to Gary by the president of the SDAHA.

Another district position to announce is the new NPD Growth and Retention Director. USA Hockey has a growth initiative through their new Membership Services Dept. and the NPD is joining in to lead our four states in the growth and retention of all players but more specifically USA Hockey and the NPD has targeted 4 to 8 year old players. Dave Tronnes (South Dakota) has stepped up and accepted the appointment to this position. Dave is also our USAH NPD Director. 

An area that the district would also like to grow is in our Adult Hockey numbers. In order to help make that happen we have appointed Todd Porter from Billings Montana as the NPD Adult Hockey Section Director.  Montana has by far the most adult hockey players registered in the district so we've asked Todd to help us grow adult hockey in the other areas of the district that don't have strong adult hockey player numbers.

As a follow up to the new position of NPD Growth and Retention Director the NPD Board of Directors is looking for someone from each state that would like to get involved at the state, district and USAH level working with Dave and the new USAH Membership Services Department to help implement the new Growth and Retention program in each state. Sue Cook from Aberdeen South Dakota has stepped up and is the NPD South Dakota growth and retention director. If you'd like to step up and get involved in hockey at the state, district and USAH level we still have openings in Montana, North Dakota, and Wyoming. Contact your state president if interested.

Finally I'd like to announce the new position of NPD Web Master. He is Ron Dobesh from Brookings South Dakota. Not only is his position as web master new so is our Northern Plains District Web site. The web site address is www.npdistrict.com if you have an event you'd like added to the web site or if you have any suggestions for the new web site contact Ron. His contact info is on the site.  


Northern Plains District 

August, Sept, November 2009 Scheduled Events

Officials

Gary Fiddler, NPD Referee in Chief, has announced two Level 4 USAH Officials Seminars in the Northern Plains District. 
October 3, 2009 is the date of the first Level 4 seminar being held in the district. The site is in Fargo North Dakota and put on jointly by the Northern Plains District and the Minnesota Hockey District. It is being hosted locally by the North Dakota Hockey Officials Association
October 10, 2009 is the date of the second NPD USAH level 4 seminar. It's being held in Billings Montana and is being locally hosted by the MAHA officials. 
Location and times of these seminars will be on the NPD web site in the near future.


Coaches

Bob Gillen, The NPD Coach in Chief, has announced a NPD USAH Advanced Level 4 Coaches Clinic. This clinic is being held in Sioux Falls SD Aug 7-9 at the Holiday Inn Sioux Falls City Centre.
Bob has also announced the Northern Plains District Coaches Section meeting August 28-30 in Gillette Wyoming at the Clarion Inn Convention Center
Information on both the Clinic and the section meeting will be posted to the NPD web Site next week.

USA Hockey Coaching Symposiums 

Stephanie Gray, NPD Girls/Women's Section Director, has notified the NP District of a 2009 USAH Women's National Coaching Symposium Level 4 Clinic to be held August 21-23 at the Schwan's Conference Center in Blaine MN.  More information on this Women's Coaching Symposium can be found by going to the Minnesota Hockey web site at www.minnesotahockey.org 

Bob Gillen, NPD Coach in Chief, has notified the NP District of a 2009 USAH Level 5 National Coaches Symposium to be held August 12-15 at the Crown Plaza St Paul Riverfront--St Paul MN.  More information on the Level 5 Coaching Symposium can be found on the USA Hockey web site at www.usahockey.com


Northern Plains Hockey League (NPHL)

The NPHL will be starting its second season at the end of August. This year there will be nine teams with a full schedule and one tournament team addition. North Dakota will have five teams; Red River Valley Rebels--NE District, ND Outlaws--NW District, ND Cowboys--SW District, Red River Valley Phantoms--SE District, and the Dakota Starz 16U National Tournament Team. South Dakota has one team; Team South Dakota. Minnesota has three teams; MN Jr Islanders, MN Sharks, and the MN Hornets. Team Wyoming will be a member of the league as a tournament team. The NPHL League will have intra league games with the Minnesota Elite II Hockey League including sending teams to the MN Elite II League Tournament Championship at the end of the fall season. The league administrator/scheduler is Wade Storey from Fargo ND. The league commissioner as chosen by the team general managers is Greg Wentz from Bismarck ND.



Northern Plains District Annual Meeting
Bismarck, North Dakota
August 22 & 23, 2009

Comfort Inn
1030 Interstate Avenue
Bismarck, ND 58503
701-223-1911

There is a block of rooms under "Northern Plains District" Reservations need to be made by August 6th to be included in the NPD discount. 

The NPD Annual meeting will be held at the Comfort Inn in Bismarck ND.

The NPD District Board of Directors meeting will be Sunday August 23 at 10:00 AM
The NPD Player Development Committee will meet Sunday August 23 at 8:00 AM 


Northern Plains District Special Open Meeting*
Saturday August 22, 2009
Comfort Inn, Bismarck ND

*NPD District Hockey Officials*
Mario Pusateri / Norwood NY / USA Hockey National Evaluation Coordinator will be at the Comfort Inn at the request of NPD referee in Chief Gary Fiddler to work with the referee's in the NP District to develop an Officials Evaluation Program in the individual states and the NP District. All district Officials are invited to sit in on the training session. More information will be available on the NPD web site or contact your State Supervisor of Officials or NPD Referee in Chief Gary Fiddler for more information.
 
10:00 AM Ken Martel / Director ADM / USA Hockey
American Developmental Model / Long Term Athlete Development / High Performance Clubs

At the USA Hockey Winter Meeting this past January USA Hockey unveiled a new initiative tabbed the American Developmental Model (ADM). It provides a blueprint for the 2,500-plus associations across the country to follow for optimal athlete development.- a blueprint based on sport science and consensus child d development research. At the core of the ADM are long-term athlete development (LTAD) principals. The LTAD principals form a foundation for developing athletes and training hockey players from the age of 6 to 18. The ADM puts a strong emphasis on age appropriate training. Endorsed by the National Hockey League, the ADM ultimately will affect retention rates of current players and also help attract additional players to the sport of hockey. 
Ken Martel, with 20 years of experience in player development, is the first-ever director of USA Hockey’s American Development Model. Ken will be in Bismarck to give a presentation on the ADM, LTAD, and High Performance Club Models. There will be an opportunity for questions and answers. 
 
12:00 PM Lunch 
Sandwich Buffet

1:00 PM David Hoff / NDAHA Coach in Chief
--Presentation--
Hockey Association's Guide to Parent Education 
This is a presentation Dave has developed that deals with working with the parents of our youth players so they and their child get a positive experience from hockey

2:00 PM Kevin Erienbach / Manager Program Services / USA Hockey

The new Program Services Department of USA Hockey is designed to work closely with the local community associations.
It will help youth associations and local ice rinks deliver the best youth sports experience in their community.
It will have direct communication channels20with local youth hockey leaders.
It will supply youth associations and rinks with resources to focus on attracting new 4 to 8 year olds. 
It will gather and share growth programs being used from around the country.
The NPD is a part of Kevin' Program Services territory so he will work directly with your association.

These presentations are open to all members of the hockey associations in the NPD or Minnesota District.  Affiliate leaders, coaches and parents are encouraged to attend. This is the future of USA Hockey and it's important that you learn all there is to know about the new Growing the Game initiatives and the ADM that the coaches and players will be following. 

I hope to see you there
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