Orono Youth Hockey Booster Board Meeting

March 9, 2009
Members present:  John Gabos, Tracy O’Connor, Kevin Trio, Brad McDonnel, Beth Anderson, Mike Schroeder, Randy LeNeave, Drake Flemmer, Chris Swanson, Gregg Sampson, Tony Cleveland, Julie Lensing, Mark Headrick
Others present:  Rich Gherardi, Chris Hickok
7:06 p.m. Call to order

Motion to approve February minutes by McDonnel, second by Swanson, motion carried.

Prospects Hockey:  Rich Gherardi
In an effort to promote Prospects Hockey, Rich requested to use OYHA email list. Prospect’s goal is to provide a better skills environment for all ages. OYHA will promote Prospects via our website.
President’s Report:  John Gabos
Well, the season is almost over. The only teams left playing are Squirts, 10U Bantam C and 14U who are going to State.  We’re be hosting the Bantam C tournament here and it will be completed Thursday. I think all district tournaments will be completed by this Sunday.

Booster  Board Members
We have our Next Booster Board elections Monday April 13th (about 30 days from now.

We have three Board members to replace.  John, Drake and Jeff will be coming off the board.  Chris Swanson as agreed to come on the Board to replace Jeff as treasurer.  So there are two more spots to be filled. We all need to work to find two additional board members willing to make this investment.  I believe these folks will need to know a fair amount about Hockey,  Be good at Organizing, recruiting quality volunteers and help to improve the Association.
Coaches Board members

We also have a requirement to replace 4 members on our coaches board. 

The departing  Members are: Lee Martini, Tom Renard, Chris Willson, Steve Robinson.  I believe Steve and Chris Willson  will agree to come back on for another term.

The remaining members are Mark Headrick, Paul Veith, Todd Limesand.  

Any candidates you feel should be interviewed/invited to join this board please e-mail names to Mike, Mark Headrick and Me. 

Additionally, in discussion at the Coaches board meeting, we agreed that the amount of work that is done by this board requires more bodies and I want to discuss tonight a change to the Bylaws next month increasing the number of CB members from7 to 9.

Skills Committee
Steve Robinson of the coaches board has convened a skills committee to plan and manage the on and off season player skills development. Steve, Paul Veith of the Coaches Board, Aaron Johnson the High School Boys coach. Jamie Huffman, Bantam A coach (Steffans Hockey)  and Bobby Carlson ( a member with in interest in driving the goalie component)

This is very exciting to see formal structure around this area. 

USA Hockey Long Range Development plan.

After USA Hockey issued their Long Range Development plan, They received lots of Negative Feedback.  USA Hockey has subsequently backed off on many of their edicts, so stay tuned as to what might happen.

Minnesota Hockey- Residency

Minnesota Hockey is working on modifying/clarifying it’s language and policy around Residency.  
Tony, If John Perry doesn’t report on this on Wednesday at the D3 meeting will you ask him for an updated any draft language  so we can provide feedback before their April vote. 
State of the Association report

Still gathering data from OIA on projected P&L

Still need player numbers

Topics to report on – Membership (players) Facilities, Financials, Board, New plans. 

Tony Cleveland made a motion to expand the Coaches Board from seven members, up to 9 members, second by Flemmer, motion carried.
Arena Report:  Chris Hickok 

They currently have 27 out of 32 boards sold for advertising. The ice will come out 5/1 and go back in 6/4. Summer ice sales are up from last year.
Coaches Board:  Mark Headrick

Skills are a top priority. A committee is being formed to expand to a year round program. They are working on a player disciplinary action policy to provide coaches with appropriate guidelines.  Additionally, they are looking at adopting a parent code of conduct

Level Reports:

U8/U10:  Brad McDonnel

Playoffs start next week for the U10s.  U8s have had many games and there is talk of a league being put together for next season for this level. They have been able to field two U10 teams for spring Showcase.

Mini Mites:  Beth Anderson

Carbone’s have graciously donated a portion of  the pizza for the jamboree and would like any money left in the slush fund for this age group to be donated to the association.

Bantams:  Kevin Trio

The year end tournament for the Cs is currently underway. The B2s are finished.  The association should be aware of some of the same placement issues reappearing next season.
U14/U12:

The U14 team is going to the State Tournament.
District 3:  Tony Cleveland
The residency issue is currently being discussed by Minnesota Hockey. A recruiting and retention committee is being formed. They are looking into a recreational league. District has taken notice that checking from behind penalties escalate at the end of the year.

Registration:  Julie Lensing

There was some discussion on reducing fees at the lower levels to maintain participation. USA Hockey will now provide two codes for registrar, enabling the position to be divided into two positions.

9:15 p.m. motion to adjourn meeting by Swanson, second by Cleveland, motion carried.

