BYLAWS OF THE MCFARLAND YOUTH HOCKEY ASSOCIATION

(Revised March 2000)

ARTICLE ONE - PURPOSE

Section 1.  

The McFarland Youth Hockey Association Inc. is hereinafter referred to as the Association.  The principle address of the Association shall be PO Box 264, McFarland, Wisconsin 53558 and shall appear on the stationary of the Association.

Section 2.

The Association is organized to provide a recreational and competitive youth hockey program for youth 18 years of age and under, who live in the Village of McFarland, McFarland School District, or adjoining areas not served by sanctioned Youth Hockey Associations as defined by the Wisconsin Amateur Hockey Association (WAHA).

Section 3.

The Association shall be a non-profit organization devoted to the development of the skills and the sport of hockey.  These skills will be developed at a multi-level age group basis as set forth by the Dane County Youth Hockey Council.

Section 4.

The purpose of this organization is to provide the opportunity for our youth to engage in playing the sport of hockey.  The Association shall promote the philosophy of team sportsmanship and fair play.  All participants will be granted equal opportunity based on participation.

ARTICLE TWO - PARTICIPANTS

Section 1.

Any youth, whose parent(s) or guardian(s) have completed the requirements as stated on the application form, may be a participant.  No youth, male or female, shall be denied participation because of race, color, religion, or national origin.

Section 2.

The Association may limit participation and programs to age groups specified by USA Hockey or its affiliates.

Section 3.

It is the desire of the Association to field teams each year at all age levels.  Each year the Coaches Committee will review the number of required skaters for each age level, including requests to skate at a level other than the participants' respective age levels.  The Coaches Committee will then make recommendations to the Board of Directors as the numbers and names of participants for each level.

It is required that all registered skaters must skate at the age levels specified by USA Hockey at the start of each season.  If a hardship occurs as a result of skating at the specified age level, the parent(s) or legal guardian(s) must submit a written explanation of the hardship along with the request to skate at a higher age level.  This written request must be provided to the head coach affected, the Coaches Committee, and the Board of Directors.  The Board of Directors will make a final decision granting, denying, or imposing any conditions upon the request.  The skater and his/her parent(s) or legal guardian(s) must execute a written release assuming any risks associated with the decision to skate at a higher level.  

ARTICLE THREE - MEMBERSHIP

Section 1.

The legal parent(s) or guardian(s) of any participant in the Association are members of the Association.  Parent(s) or guardian(s) of participants that have left the program due to age requirements may remain members of the association through active participation in meetings, and related hockey activities.  Others may become members upon approval by the Board of Directors.  Current coaches are considered to be members of the Association.  (Association members must be eighteen years of age or older.)

Section 2.

All current members (parents and/or guardians of current players, current coaches) shall be given notice of meetings of the members by mail at their last known address at least three days prior to such meeting.

Section 3.

Membership can be terminated (with due process) by the Board of Directors for delinquency in payment of dues, or for specified conduct deemed detrimental to the Association, or for violations of specific written codes of conduct as adopted by the membership. 

Section 4.

The Secretary of the Association shall maintain a current membership roster for the Association.

ARTICLE FOUR - MEETINGS OF THE MEMBERS

Section 1.

There shall be two membership meetings held every year.  The Spring Membership Meeting of the Association shall be held in the Village of McFarland in the first week of May.  The Fall Membership Meeting should be held in the Village of McFarland prior to fall registration.

Section 2.

For voting purposes, a quorum shall be defined as those members present at the respective membership meeting.  Each member shall be entitled to one vote.  (However, when voting for the Board of Directors, members will be entitled one vote for each position to be filled.)

Section 3.

At the Spring Membership Meeting the order of business shall include the Treasurer's report, election of vacant positions on the Board of Directors, and election of the parent representatives to the Coaches Committee.

The members at the Fall Membership Meeting shall adopt a budget for the subsequent year, subject to the authorization herein contained for the majority of the Board of Directors to amend the same. The Fall Membership meeting shall be considered the Meeting for finalizing registration for the upcoming year.  

Section 4.

Any member of the Board of Directors may call special meetings either by phone or upon written petition posted at the hockey rink, with minimum notice of 48 hours.  Such call shall specify the particular purpose of the meeting.  Said meeting shall be called by the Secretary upon notice to the members not less than five days after receipt of the petition for such meeting nor more than thirty days after receipt.  Special meetings will require a quorum of not less than 7 board members to be considered official.  

ARTICLE FIVE - BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Section 1.

Directors shall be members of the Association.

Section 2.

The Board of Directors shall consist of twelve members.  The Board of Directors is elected for three-year terms, and serves until their successors are elected by the general membership.  

Four new directors shall be elected each year.  In the event of a director leaving the board for any reason, the position will be filled as follows:

A) Any resignation occurring with more than 3 months prior to spring elections will be filled by a member selected and approved by the board.

B) A separate election at the spring meeting will be held to fill the remaining 1, or 2-year term vacated by the resigning board member

Section 3.

The Board of Directors shall meet at least once quarterly.  The Robert's Rules of Order shall govern meetings.

ARTICLE SIX - OFFICERS

Section 1.

The officers shall be members of the Association and of the Board of Directors.

Section 2.

The officers of the Association shall be President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, and any other officers, as the Board of Directors shall deem necessary.

Section 3.

The officers of the Association shall be elected by the Board of Directors immediately following the Spring Membership Meeting.  The officers of the Association shall serve a term of one year, or until their successors are elected.  

Section 4.

The President, Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer shall perform all the duties required of such officers by law, the articles, bylaws, or directives of the appropriate authority in the Association.

1) The President shall be the chief executive officer;

2) The Vice President shall perform the duties of the President in his/her absences and be in charge of fund raising activities;

3) The treasurer shall keep an accurate and current record of the assets and liabilities, expenses and income of the Association; and.

4)  The Secretary shall keep all other records of the Association.

ARTICLE SEVEN - POWERS OF THE DIRECTORS

Section 1.

The Board of Directors shall have the power to call meetings of said Board and also of the membership when it deems such meetings are in the interest of the organization; to conduct, manage, and control the affairs, relations, business, and policies of the organization.

Section 2.

The Board shall recommend dues and assessments to the membership in attendance at a general membership meeting.

Section 3.

The Board of Directors may amend the budget approved at the fall membership meeting provided that such amendment shall not result in a budget variance exceeding $1,000, and/or shall not result in additional assessment to the membership or participants.  

Section 4.

The Board (by an affirmative vote of more than two-thirds of the total Board) shall have the power to incur indebtedness, the terms and amount of which shall be entered in the minutes of the Board, and the direct evidence of such obligation shall be signed by any two Officers of the Board.  Any such indebtedness in excess of the principal sum of $1,000.00 shall require approval of a majority of those Association members present at a meeting.   

Section 5.

The Board shall have all powers over the affairs of the Association not specifically reserved to the members by the Articles, Bylaws, or Laws of the State of Wisconsin or the United States of America, nor limited by USA Hockey or its affiliates.

Section 6.

The Board shall have the power to suspend the right of participation for violation of any rules or regulations regarding such participation, and may delegate such power to coaches and or other persons in charge of programs, provided the rules for participation have been communicated in writing to the parent(s), guardian(s), and skater(s).  

Section 7.

A Director or Officer can be removed from office by a two-thirds "no confidence" vote of the Board of Directors.

ARTICLE EIGHT - COACHES COMMITTEE

Section 1.

The Coaches Committee shall consist of the Association Coaching & Education (ACE) Coordinator and two representatives each from the parents, the Board of Directors, and the coaches.

The members at the spring membership meeting shall elect the parent representative(s). The Board of Directors shall appoint the ACE Coordinator and Board representatives at the first Board meeting following the spring membership meeting.  The coaches shall appoint their representatives as soon as possible, and no later than August 1. 

Section 2.

This Committee shall be responsible for:

1) Recruit, train and over-see the coaching staff

2) Conduct team try-outs; and,

3) Hear appeals from any member

Section 3.

Any member may request an appeal of a rule or decision made by the Coaches Committee or a coach. A written request shall be filed with the Board of Directors at the principal address.  The request must include:

1) The requestor's name;

2) Date of the request; and

3) A detailed description of the complaint.

In the event that an appeal is requested, a hearing shall be held on the filed request within ten days after such request is filed at the principal address.

Section 4.

The decision of the Coaches Committee may be reviewed only by the Board of Directors.  A majority vote of the entire Board of Directors shall be required to affirm or reverse the decision of the Coaches committee at a hearing held within ten days of the filing of such appeal.  All decision of the Board of Directors shall be final, unless overruled by USA Hockey or its' affiliates.  

Section 5.

In order to preserve (so far as possible) the purity of amateur hockey, any recourse to the courts and jurisdiction by a member or participant before all rights of the bylaws of the Association have been exhausted, shall be considered ungentlemanly conduct within the meaning of the bylaws and violation thereof, entailing the immediate suspension and disqualification of any such member or participant.

ARTICLE NINE - AMENDMENTS

Section 1.

Amendments may be made changing the bylaws at an annual or special meeting of the membership.  The method of amendment shall be by submitting in writing to the Secretary at the principal address, the exact text of the proposed amendment at least thirty days prior to any annual meeting and the Secretary shall then give each member written notice by mail or hand-delivered of the proposed amendment at least twenty days prior to such meeting.  Any amendment so submitted shall be effective if approved by two-thirds vote of members present at a membership meeting.

An amendment may also be voted upon by mailing a ballot to all Association members.  The amendment will be approved upon receiving a fifty- percent vote of ballots returned to principal address within thirty days.

Section 2.

The Association, an affiliate of USA Hockey an WAHA, is an approved charitable organization according to the Internal Revenue Service of the United States of America whereby contributions are tax deductible.  Only amendments not affecting such status may be made.

