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Dear Parents & Players - 5th grade thru Varsity,

Welcome to the 2009 Sacramento Sting Basketball Season….Ready or not, it’s here!
I realize that a few of you are still playing school ball right now but as soon as you are finished, we will start playing in tournaments all over the area so we have to get several things started right away. First, take a look at the proposed schedule…WOW! We have several travel tournaments including Santa Cruz, Shasta, Stockton, Oroville, San Francisco and Newport Beach (remember, travel teams earn the right to go to these events!!!) Do you think your team can earn the right??? I think so, but it will take some hard work and determination to get ourselves prepared for travel events like these. For this reason, we must get started as early as possible both practicing and hopefully, playing in local tournaments. If we want to be this ambitious in our tournament schedule, we must get the teams to a level where they are competitive and the only way to do that is hard work.
This season marks a first for our program…we will make “cuts” this year. Due to the large number of potential players, the limited gym space and our ongoing commitment to have a highly competitive team in every division, we are forced to keep the teams at a “reasonable” size rather than having an unlimited number of players on each team. Further, if an age group has too few players or is not able to compete at their age level, that team will “disband” and those girls will be allowed to “try-out” for the next age available. Although this policy is different from years past (and will be difficult for us), we know we must keep striving to ensure the quality and competitiveness of each team.  It is our commitment to always have the best interest of the players in mind, teach a highly competitive brand of basketball and put the best team possible on the floor and compete. Making “cuts”, regardless of how difficult it may be, is the best way to keep our commitment to each and every player who makes the team(s).
As you know, some of these events require us to pre-pay months in advance (not to mention start-up costs and new equipment) so the Shoot-a-thon is absolutely critical to our early success. Included in this packet is a shoot-a-thon sponsorship form that the entire club will receive and must participate in actively to help fund these early expenses. Further, the new website is a huge success and the club has benefitted from its use and had much greater exposure….but it does cost over $2,000.00 yearly!!! Even if you have not “officially” started back with sting, we need you to participate in the shoot-a-thon….it’s a must for every 2009 player, no exceptions!
Also included in this packet is a player info sheet that I would like everyone to complete, even if you have done so before. Some personal information may have changed and who knows, I may have misplaced your old one(! 

Lastly, because we MAY NOT be allowed to do carwashes this year, we need to do our “mailer” fundraiser this spring. Also included in this packet is a form for everyone to fill-in a minimum of 10 names and addresses. We will send them a letter asking for their support of our program….and we hope they will send us a few dollars to help us financially this year. These fundraisers are critical for the club to help pay for the gym-time, uniforms, practice jerseys, web-site, equipment and various club and travel expenses so please, do your best and support your club!
Warmest Regards, 

Coach Craig

