River Lakes Board

Meeting Minutes

Feb 16, 2009 @ 7PM
Mission

River Lakes hockey exists to provide a rewarding experience, focused on the development of players, and volunteers while promoting a fun, fair, and safe environment dedicated to the respect, sportsmanship, and excellence of all participants.

Opening: 

The regular meeting of the River Lakes Board was called to order at 7PM on February 16, 2009 at the Koronis Civic Arena in Paynesville, MN.
Present: Swain Smith, Marsha Meed, Scott Hacker, , Tami Stanger,
Mary Pfannenstein, Mary Sweep, Dean Howard
Player Development: Jonathan Meed
At Large member attendance: 
Secretary’s Report: Tami Stanger

The January meeting minutes of the River Lakes Board were e-mailed to board members prior to the February 16th meeting for review. Board reviewed and approved the minutes with the addition of listing the at large members present at the January River Lakes board meeting. Motion: Mary Pfannenstein  2nd: Scott Hacker
The River Lakes Board Timeline was reviewed for action items and additions.

The Spring end of the season banquet was moved up to February. 
The Spring end of season banquet for the River Lakes Hockey Association will be held at the Richmond arena on March 29th from 3:00-5:00 PM. Voting for the River Lakes Board open position and each association boards will be done at this meeting. 

The D5 rule change motions were moved up for discussion at the February meeting to be voted on at the March meeting.

New Business: Tami Stanger has been exploring some grant opportunities that she would like permission to apply for on behalf of the River Lakes Hockey Association. 

Treasurer’s Report: Mary Sweep
Invoices paid were reviewed and additional invoices were submitted. 

· An in depth financial report was reviewed by Mary Sweep.
· Invoices were approved for payment as funds currently available. We have some outstanding invoiced payments that will be coming to the association that will allow us to pay our outstanding invoices.
Treasurer’s report was approved; Motion Scott Hacker 2nd: Mary Pfannenstein
Scheduler’s Report- Marsha Meed
· Marsha reminded the association presidents that they needed to be present for all play off games in the association rinks. We have 4 play off games scheduled in Paynesville at the Koronis Arena and 4 play off games scheduled in Richmond at the River Lakes Arena
· Marsha asked about providing practice time for teams that advance to the Region tournament and state tournaments at the Paynesville rink after the ice is removed from the Richmond rink. Half the ice time for co-op practices after the ice removal at Richmond will be billed back to River Lakes East as done in the past.

Registrar’s Report ~ Mary Pfannenstein

· Mary will check on the $10 MN hockey reimbursement that is pending.
President’s Report: Swain Smith

River Lakes East (CSA) Report:

· Swain Smith reported the CSA board discussed in-house fundraising issues
· The election information for all boards needs to be distributed to the membership.
River Lakes West (PNLS) Report: Scott Hacker
· The PNLS Board has reduced the number of board positions from an 8 member board down to a 6 member board.
District 5 Report ~ Dean Howard
· All invoices must be paid to district or association will not be allowed to participate in playoffs. All invoices are paid per Mary Sweep.

· Currently seven motions on the floor for the April meeting vote:

1) 12U program to go to 15 minute periods without resurfacing 
2) Review of PeeWee C game times 15min vs 12min

3) Scoresheets to be submitted by home team only
4) Strike D5 policy on waive up of only 3 players and reference back to MN Hockey rules which allow waive up of 1/3 team at lowest level 
5) Sartell makes a motion to allow Mite play outside of District

6) All D-5 teams to use WSOA officials (currently Willmar is the only association not using WSOA  officials,
7) 14U games to resurface after 2 periods with 15 minute periods.

· Team managers should review scores and fair play points on the D5 website for accuracy before playoffs.
· Winning team to email scores and FPP to Tim and Mike on last weekend of district play (see D5 webiste for info)

Player Development: Jonathan Meed
Player Development discussed the D5 proposals with the following recommendations, (the proposals are listed above in the D5 report section):
1) Supports the change in 12U from 12 to 15 periods BUT with a resurface just like the boys.

2) Supports the PeeWee C format change to be the same as PeeWee A and B

3) Supports the score sheet submittance by home team

4) Supports the striking of the D5 policy for waivers and revert to the MN Hockey rule

5) Allow Mites to play games outside the District. The Player Development committee was in support of this motion. The board discussion was not in favor. Item tabled for discussion at March meeting.

6) Opposed mandatory use of WSOA officials

7) Supports the 14U game format same as boys.

· Player Development also met with some coaches and the Associations Ace Coordinator went on the ice with the PeeWee B team to assist coaches and discuss discipline issues on the team.

· Year end survey format will be the same as last year. We will circulate via e-mail, team managers, place on the web, and have available at the Spring meeting.

Coaches this year will be asked to fill out a season review form.

The board discussed the desire to have some coach evaluations performed throughout the year by Player Development in an effort to provide assistance to coaching staff.

Player Development and CSA discussed the need to have a unified Grievance Policy. The PNLS grievance policy and CSA policies will be used as templates and the PD committee will review.

Meeting adjourned by Swain Smith.  Motion: Scott Hacker 2nd Swain Smith.

Next Board Meeting Scheduled for Monday March 23rd @ 7PM at the River Lakes Arena (Richmond).
