Orono Fastpitch Player Code of Conduct

(One copy is to be signed and turned in to the team manager.  The other is for the family)

The goals of Orono Girls Fastpitch Association (OSA) are to instill the ideals of good sportsmanship, promote physical and mental development, encourage good character and citizenship and provide an overall positive learning experience for the girls.  OSA is also committed to developing a sense of teamwork, loyalty, responsibility, and an attitude toward the sport that is both generous in victory and gracious in defeat.  It requires a considerable commitment from everyone involved in the program to meet these goals.  As part of this commitment, players and parents are asked to read and sign this pledge.

Player Commitment
· I will treat others with respect.  This means no name calling, no taunting, no swearing, and no offensive or vulgar gestures.  Language that involves a person’s gender, race, national origin, disability, sexual orientation or religion, will not be tolerated

· I am responsible for my actions and the consequences of my actions.  This means I will play in control of my actions, emotions, and words.  If I act inappropriately, I understand there will be consequences.

· I will not use or possess alcohol, tobacco or illegal drugs.  OSA has a zero tolerance policy regarding the use or possession of alcohol, tobacco and any illegal drug.  OSA will take appropriate disciplinary action if a player violates this rule. 

· Through my actions both on and off the field, I will represent my team, my sport, my program, and my community to the best of my ability.  This means my behavior will be of the highest standards.  I understand that if my conduct violates this Pledge, I may be suspended, dismissed from the team or ineligible to participate in OSA activities for a period of time to be determined by the OSA Board. 

· I promise I will make softball my most important sports commitment during the softball season.  If a softball game or practice conflicts with a game or practice or any other sport or non-academic activity, I will give softball my first priority (this includes birthday parties, sleepovers, summer camps, and other personal activities).

· I will be on time for practice and games.  I will give 100% during practice as well as games.  Practice is to learn, not socialize.

· I will support my teammates and coaches.  I understand that jealousy, back stabbing, and gossip about my teammates and coaches is unacceptable.  I will encourage good sportsmanship, and not trash talk fans or other opponents. 

· I understand that if I am competing on the highest level team for my age group, I may not always receive equal play-time. I understand that I may not be able to play the positions I want.  I understand that the coach will do what is in the best interest of each individual and our team.  I understand my coach may reduce my game time for late appearances or unexcused absence from practice or games.  I will accept my coaches’ decisions as final.  If I disagree with my coach, I will approach him or her privately with respect. 

· I will be a positive role model for aspiring younger players and most importantly, I will have fun!

Parent Commitment

· I pledge to get my child to practices, scrimmages, and games on time.  It is hard for the coach to adjust to the additional player and it may not provide adequate warm-up time which can result in injury to my child.  I will be on time to pick up my child from all practices, scrimmages and games.  This shows my child that they are the highest priority and it shows respect for the coaches

· I will refrain from making negative comments or complaints about my child’s coach or assistant coach in presence of my child. I understand that this may plant a negative seed in my child’s mind which could result in negative behavior towards the coaches and may affect my child’s ability to be respectful, motivated and to enjoy their experience.

· I pledge to “Respect” the game.  I understand the importance of setting a good example for my child.  I will show respect for all involved in the game including coaches, players, opponents, opposing fans and officials.  I understand that the officials make judgment calls to keep the players safe.  I understand that officials may make mistakes.  If I believe a “bad” call has been made against my team, I will not yell or speak negatively to the official.  I will respect the game and be silent. 

· I will refrain from yelling out instruction to my child or any other player.  I understand that this is the coach’s job.  I will limit my comments during the game to positive cheering or encouragement for my child and the other players for both teams.  

· I understand that the objective is to win the game; however most importantly, I understand that winners are players who make the maximum effort, learn as they progress, improve with practice and don’t let mistakes or fear of making mistakes stop them from trying.  I understand that mistakes will be made and that people learn from their mistakes. I understand that each child has different abilities and that it is inappropriate to compare players to one another, including my own child

· I understand that the coaches will do their best to move players around to different positions, however, the coach will have the final determination on what position a player will play,  This is based on player ability, effort put forth by the player, and what is in the best interest of the team.

· I understand that if my daughter makes the highest level team for her age level, play time will not always be equal.  I understand that my daughter may not play the position she wants.  I will support the coach’s decision and if my daughter is upset or does not understand the coach’s decision, I will encourage her to approach the coach respectfully to discuss the situation.

· I understand that if I do not keep my pledge that I may be asked to remove myself from practice, scrimmage or game at which I am offending.  I also understand that if I continue to break any assortment of pledges that I may banned from all OSA games, practices and scrimmages.

· I will volunteer my time to help with the many tasks required to run a successful team.  I understand that there will be many opportunities to volunteer outside of individual team duties.  Volunteering for all aspects including fundraising will only have a positive result for the team and the association.  It may even result in the overall reduction of fees for the upcoming season. 

The following guidelines have been approved by the OSA Board as acceptable levels of contract between adults and players involved in the program.  Parents with questions or concerns about points covered in the Player’s Commitment or the Parent’s Commitment are encouraged to contact an OSA Board member.  Grievances about the program that require Board attention should be directed to a Board member.  The Board has a policy to address any such grievances as quickly as possible.  I have reviewed the policies and guidelines in this Commitment and intend to be an effective role model for my daughter and everyone involved in the OSA program.
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