Youth Alcohol and Drug Program 

Steering Committee Meeting Minutes






January 12, 2009
4:00-5:30pm  Stillwater Public Library

Attendance: 
Chuck Ochocki, Mike Huntley, Paul Erickson, Kris Huntley, Annette Sallman, Colleen Danford, Kate Flynn, Kathryn Schneider, Mary Jean Dunn, Mike Ptacek, Paul Jennings, Tera Peterson. 
Minutes

Paul Jennings called the meeting to order.  It was unanimously passed to accept the minutes of our last

 meeting.  The agenda was approved.
1. Publicity and Community Relations: 
The chemical health specialist position has re-opened and they will be looking to hire for this position.  Suggestions included: a review at the second and third candidate.  ( Obvious ) However anyone with suggestions should contact: Sheri Vrieze.  
A brief suggestion was made by Mike Ptacek that we consider emphasizing our support for new legislation called MN Promise and have our legislators promote adding in MN State wide funding for a CHS in each school district.
2. Community Presentation: Welcome Suzanne Block, Director YOUTH ADVANTAGE
Suzanne gave a presentation on her research and development of a newly founded non-profit organization called YOUTH ADVANTAGE (YA).   Congrats to her for the dedication and time to develop a much needed organization.  If our average mid-income families have trouble funding and affording extracurricular activities, then how do our all of our community families stand a chance to succeed without extra help.     What will the YOUTH ADVANTAGE (YA) mission be?  Their mission will be to provide scholarships for Arts, Athletic and Educational Opportunities. (YA) will provide; fees, materials / equipment and a buddy system for transportation and support for qualified applicants.  
For more information contact www.youthadvantage.org
3. Committee Development
Group #1 
Reports they are progressing with their objectives, more update at our next meeting. 
Group #2-3
Working on survey and plan to have it to the high school on paper, to the Jr. high on survey monkey and New Heights on paper as well.  It was recommended to check out the place across from the recreation center for a place to host some events.  Colleen will do.  
Group #4-5

Due to the holiday and scheduling their meeting is this Thursday (01-15-09) Discussion took place offering suggestions; number of meetings, locations, and speaker names were exchanged to offer the educational piece of this program.  Mary Jean is confident that this group will kick off their first meeting by this spring and have a grander opening toward the fall of 2009.
4. Next meeting to be held on Monday, Feb.. 9, 2009 at the Stillwater Library from 4-5:30 p.m. Speaker will be Valerie Jones, Exec Dir of Community Volunteer Service
Respectfully submitted by:




Colleen Danford     Recorder
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