PUEBLO YOUTH HOCKEY ASSOCIATION
ZERO TOLERANCE POLICY
Pueblo Youth Hockey, CAHA, and USA Hockey have established and will strictly enforce zero tolerance policy during ALL youth hockey activities. Violations of this policy will not be tolerated and violators will be disciplined accordingly for their actions.

General Policies:
All rules of Pueblo Plaza Ice Arena and all other arenas must be obeyed at all times.

All players and coaches will conduct themselves in a manner that reflects excellent citizenship sportsmanship at all times.

All players and coaches will respect teammates, opponents, coaches, officials, and any other persons who are directly or indirectly involved with youth hockey, whether on or off the ice, in the locker room, or in any area of an ice arena.

All players will respect the property of teammates, opponents, and any other persons involved with youth hockey. Theft will not be tolerated.

All players will respect the property of the Pueblo Plaza Ice Arena and all other ice arenas. Damage to property and /or graffiti will not be tolerated.

Swearing, abusive language, profanity, and/or any other obscenity will not be tolerated.

All players will wear the proper uniform designated by PYHA at the beginning of the season. This uniform shall include PYHA issued home or away jersey with number, league issued socks, black pants, black helmet,(except goalies) and hockey gloves. Only hockey tape may be used on any visible area of the player’s uniform. No duct tape is allowed. 

Reported violations of any of the above will be reviewed by the PYHA Discipline Board and appropriate disciplinary action(s) will be taken if deemed necessary. (See disciplinary Actions below.)

Youth Hockey Zero Tolerance Policy During Games, Tournament Play and Scrimmages
In an effort to make hockey a more desirable and rewarding experience for all participants, the USA Hockey Youth, Junior and Senior Councils have instructed the officiating Program to adhere to certain points of emphasis relating to sportsmanship. This campaign is designed to require all players, coaches, officials, administrators and parent/spectators to maintain a sportsmanlike and educational atmosphere before, during and after all US \ Hockey sanctioned games and scrimmages.

Players:
A minor penalty for unsportsmanlike conduct (zero tolerance) shall be assessed whenever a player:

1) Openly disputes or argues any decision by an official.

2) Uses obscene or vulgar language at any time, including any swearing, even if it not directed at a particular person.

3) Visually demonstrates any sign of dissatisfaction with an official's decision. Any time that a player persists in any of these actions, they shall be assessed a misconduct penalty. A game misconduct shall result if the player continues such action.

Coaches:
A minor penalty for unsportmanlike conduct (zero tolerance) shall be assessed whenever a coach:
                I) Openly disputes or argues any decision by an official.

2) Uses obscene or vulgar language in a boisterous manner to anyone at anytime.

3) Visually displays any sign of dissatisfaction with an official's decision including, but not limited to, standing on the boards or standing in the bench doorway with the intent of inciting the officials, players, or spectators.

Parents/Spectators:
The game will be stopped by on ice officials when the parent/spectators display inappropriate and disruptive behavior that  interfere with other spectators or the game. The on-ice officials will identify violators to the coaches for the purpose of removing parents/spectators from the spectator's viewing and game area. Once removed, play will resume. Lost time will not be replaced and violators may be subject to further disciplinary action by the local governing body. (See Disciplinary Actions below.) This inappropriate and disruptive behavior shall include:

1) Use of obscene or vulgar language in a boisterous manner to anyone at anytime.

2) Taunting of players, coaches, officials, or other spectators by means of baiting, ridiculing, physical violence, or threat of physical violence.

3) Throwing of any object in the spectators viewing area, players bench, penalty box, or on ice surface, directed in any manner as to create a safety hazard.

4) Are not allowed in the player’s bench area at any time.

Youth Hockey Zero Tolerance Policy After Games, Tournament Play, and Scrimmages
All players of both teams shall return immediately to their respective bench area as quickly as possible after the buzzer sounds to signal the end of the game.

At the end of the game, all of the players and coaches shall line up in a single file line, extending back from each teams respective blue line facing the opposing team across center ice.

Each team shall then proceed towards each other in an orderly manner and each player and coach shall shake the hand of each opposing player and coach in a sportsmanlike manner. Each team shall proceed directly to the respective bench area upon completion of the hand shake.

The visiting team shall proceed first to their locker room upon instructions from their coach. Once the visiting team has entered their locker room, the home team shall proceed directly to their locker room upon instruction from their coach.

Any player or coach who fails to proceed through the handshake line and/or leave the ice in an sportsmanlike and orderly manner, or who fails to shake the hand of each player and the coach if the opposing team, or who causes altercations whatsoever immediately before, during, or after the 1 Handshake or exit procedure or otherwise disrupts the procedures shall immediately be assessed a Game Misconduct penalty by the game official or any League Director who witnesses the incident.

Reported violations of any of the Zero Tolerance Policies will be reviewed by the Pueblo Youth Hockey Association Disciplinary Board and appropriate disciplinary action(s) will be taken if deemed necessary (See Disciplinary Actions below.)

PYHA Disciplinary Board

                The Vice-President is an executive Board Member and shall preside as the Disciplinary Committee Chairperson.  He/She shall be responsible for the implementation of the Zero Tolerance policies in compliance with USA Hockey and the PYHA.   The Disciplinary Board will include besides the Vice-President, 2 additional Board Members and 1 Association member.  These members will be appointed by the Vice-President.
Reported Zero Tolerance Policy violators will be reviewed by the Disciplinary Board and appropriate action will be taken, if deemed necessary, not more than five (5) days following the violation.
Zero Tolerance Policy Violations Reporting and Disciplinary Action
Any violation(s)of zero tolerance policy may be reported to the Disciplinary Board by PYHA players, coaches, on-ice officials, parents, and/or any other persons who are directly or indirectly involved with hockey.

The reported violation(s) must be in writing and must include the following:

1. Person or persons involved in the incident or violation,

2. Date and approximate time of the incident or violation,

3. Complete description of the incident(s) or violation(s),

4. Signature of person(s) filing report ( This will remain confidential if the reporter so desires).

Disciplinary action for violation(s) of the Zero Tolerance Policy will be based on the severity and frequency he incident(s) and/or violation(s).

PYHA players will receive the following disciplinary action for Zero Tolerance Policy violation(s):

First offense:
Letter of reprimand, possible one-game suspension,
                               (excludes suspension from practice), or both.
Second offense:    One-game suspension up to three-game suspension, 
                               (excludes suspension from  practice.)

Third offense:
Suspension for remainder of the season.

PYHA coaches will receive the following disciplinary action for Zero Tolerance Policy violation(s):

First offense:
Letter of reprimand , possible one-game suspension, 
                                 (excludes suspension from practice), or both.

Second offense:      One-game suspension up to three-game suspension,
                                (excludes suspension from   practice.)

Third offense:
Suspension for remainder of the season.

PYHA parents/spectators will receive the following disciplinary action for Zero Tolerance Policy violation(s):

First offense:
Letter of reprimand.

Second offense: Thirty (30)-day suspension from the Pueblo Plaza Ice Arena including games and  practices.

Third offense:
Suspension from the Pueblo Plaza Ice Arena for the remainder of the season.

Appeals may be made to the PYHA Board of Directors; but disciplinary action will remain enforced until the violation(s) has been reviewed by the PYHA Board of Directors.

Any first violation of a serious nature of the Zero Tolerance Policy by a player, coach, and/or parent/spectator, may result in suspension for the remainder of the season. Suspension for the season for only one violation would be upon the recommendation of the Disciplinary Board, and would need approval of the PYHA Board of Directors.

Any person receiving a season-ending suspension will be required to petition the PYHA Board of Directors before they are allowed to register with PYHA for the next season.

2007/2008

PYHA PLAYER/PARENT AGREEMENT

I have read the PYHA Zero Tolerance Policy and agree to abide by it. I also understand that violation(s) of the PYHA Zero Tolerance Policy will result in disciplinary action(s) and even permanent suspension from the Association.

I will have complete and proper ice hockey equipment, including an attached mouthpiece, during practices, scrimmages, and games. Coaches, team managers, and/or on ice director will prohibit any player from participating in any of these events if a violation is detected. Players will be allowed to participate only after the equipment violation is corrected.

Player's Name


Player's Signature


Parents/Guardian's Signature

Date

Team

PYHA COACH AGREEMENT

I have read the PYHA Zero Tolerance Policy and agree to abide by it. I also understand that violation(s) of the PYHA Zero Tolerance Policy will result in disciplinary action(s) and even permanent suspension from the Association.

I will have complete and proper ice hockey equipment, including an attached mouthpiece, during practices, scrimmages, and games. Coaches, team managers, and/or on ice director will prohibit any player from participating in any of these events if a violation is detected. Players will be allowed to participate only after the equipment violation is corrected.

Coaches Name


Coaches Signature



Date

Team







* Please return this page to Pueblo Youth Hockey





* Please return this page to Pueblo Youth Hockey








