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ARTICLE I. 

PURPOSE 

To develop and implement an organized basketball program available to young men and women of traditional freshman, sophomore, junior and senior age status in high school, consistent with the Northwest Suburban Senior High League (NWSSHL) Statement of Player Eligibility contained in these articles.

ARTICLE II.

LEAGUE OBJECTIVES

To compliment the existing Northwest Suburban Basketball League (NWSBL), grades 7 and8, and other basketball programs so that the same benefits - higher self-esteem and risk reduction of chronic adult disease among them - remain available through basketball to those of traditional high school age.

1. To encourage the statistically demonstrated benefits of regular participation in sport including improved academic performance, better stress management, and lower school dropout rates.

2. To seek continuing development of basketball skills, interest and related knowledge, thus encouraging future adult participation in the sport as players, coaches, and referees.

ARTICLE III

GEOGRAPHIC SCOPE OF THE LEAGUE

1. The League seeks to include the communities of Anoka-Ramsey, Armstrong, Brooklyn Park, Champlin / Dayton, Fridley, Maple Grove and Osseo, consistent with the Northwest Suburban League Junior High House Program. Other communities may be considered for participation, depending in part upon the available resources of all participating communities. Each community does not need to place teams in the league each year.
ARTICLE IV

ADMINISTRATION OF THE LEAGUE

1. Each respective participating community’s basketball association shall designate and maintain a coordinator to implement the NWSSHL activities, which occur within their community. This representative shall be administer discipline and participate in “incident investigation”. Additionally, coordinators will meet annually and as required to manage the league.

2. Management of the League shall include planning, organizing, implementing and reviewing all program components with appropriate annual and other reports provided to each respective association's board of directors as required by those respective boards.

ARTICLE V

STATEMENT OF NWSSHL PLAYER ELIGIBILITY

1. The NWSSEL is open to all, except those participating in high school basketball programs (i.e. sophomore, junior varsity, varsity, 9th Grade “A” or “B” teams) for four consecutive seasons following completion of the eighth grade.

2. A prospective player must reside in a participating community at the time of draft selection for each season.

3. A prospective player shall play for a team from the participating community where he/she attends high school at the time of draft selection, or where established school boundaries would place that prospective player if he/she were attending high school.

4. A player who has quit or has been otherwise removed from a participating community's high school basketball program (i.e. sophomore, varsity, junior varsity, 9th Grade “All or "B" team), may join an NWSSHL team before the end of the calendar year in which the season started, subject to approval of a majority of NWSSHL coordinators.

ARTICLE VI

GENERAL NWSSHL TEAM FORMATION

1) All persons who are registered with their respective participating community's basketball association will be selected for or placed on a NWSSHL team, subject to open positions.  Each community will have a tryout to assign players to teams, if there are more than two teams from that community. No all-star teams are allowed. A draft will be held (reference the draft procedure listed below) or a suitable substitute approved before the actual draft. Each community draft may be view by the other senior league commissioners. 

a) NOTE: Brooklyn Park players attending Osseo Senior High School only, will be allowed to choose either the Osseo/Maple Grove (OMGBA) or Brooklyn Park Basketball associations. This declaration shall be a one-time opportunity and shall be declared at time of registration. Once a declaration has been made, players may only participate in the selected basketball association for all years the player participates. Player rosters are set before the first game for cross-reference to verify player eligibility (and are share among the specific community coordinators).

2) The NWSSHL shall be operated in multi-level divisions. 
Boys will be divided into a 9th/10th grade division and 11th/12th grade division.  
Girls will be divided into a 9th/10th grade division and 11th/12th grade division, depending on registered numbers being supported by all communities.
a) Play up – Registered players can play up, 9th/10th grade player playing in the 11th/12th grade division, provided the choice is communicated one week before the draft.  If there is not enough players to play in the 9th/10th grade divisions, then the team may play up in the 11th/12th grade division (e.g. Suppose there are fiver players in 9th/10th and five players in the 11th/12th grade division, then the team comprised of the ten players must play in the 11th/12th grade division).
b) Play down – There will be no playing down by teams or players.
3) Each team will consist of an adult Head Coach and may have one adult assistant on the bench. Adult Coaches and assistants are defined as anyone 21 years of age and older as of January 1 of the year the games are played.

4) Community team formation will consist of a player try out and draft (unless there would be fewer than 3 teams from the community).

a) The objective of each community is to “distribute” the talent through out the teams that play in the Senior League (Communities should not have one or two all-star teams and then other teams with only one or two wins).

b) Players that enter the league after the draft will be assigned to a team by random selection, not necessarily the next team in the draft procedure.

c) There is no “trading” of players before, during, or after the draft.

d) Teams will consist of same gender players.

e) The number of teams participating from each community is determined by dividing the number of registered players applicable to that community so that each team has a minimum of eight players and a maximum of ten players. Each team will be limited to ten players maximum, unless there are unusual circumstances.

ARTICLE VII.

UNIFORMS / EQUIPMENT / REFEREES / COACHES

1. Each respective participating basketball association is responsible for providing each of their players with at least one "home" (dark/bold color) and one “Away" (light color) jersey, or one reversible jersey. Player numbers on the back of each jersey are to be a minimum of eight inches in height, with a three-inch minimum height in the front (Minnesota High School League). 

2. Each association "hosting" NWSSHL games is responsible for providing clock and scoreboard facilities. A game quality game ball shall be provided from one of the teams playing.

3. Osseo / Maple Grove will schedule referees for the Senior League from candidates in the participating communities in accordance with the referee experience and capabilities. There will be two qualified referees per game, although any game may be played and counted with one referee, given prior mutual agreement by both head coaches. Referees may not be players or coaches in the NWSSHL, in the respective leagues.
4. Referees are to be paid in accordance with existing procedure and rate.

5. NWSSHL coaches are volunteers. Each NWSSHL team must have an adult head coach (> 21 years old) that must sit on the bench. NWSSHL coaches may not be NWSSHL players.

ARTICLE VIII

Player, Coach and Fan Code of Conduct
1. The Players, Coaches and Fans are expected to conduct themselves with good sportsmanship to other players, coaches and fans in accordance with the Minnesota High School League “Sportsmanship Pledge” (http://www.mshsl.org/mshsl/sportsmanship/guide_parentpledge.pdf). Anyone that violates the Sportsmanship Pledge can be barred from further participation (fan, player, or coach).
ARTICLE IX

NWSSHL RULES AND GAME DAY FORMAT

1. See Jr / Sr High Rules of the Year Games are played
Exceptions may be implemented with the majority of the community leaders consent as needed.
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