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POLICY FOR PLAYING AT A HIGHER

AGE CLASSIFICATION

The McFarland Youth Hockey Association Board of Directors has approved a policy that will allow skaters the opportunity to play up one age classification (ex: Mite to Squirt), per USA Hockey rules.  This policy is primarily designed for skaters who have demonstrated exceptional skills, and by playing up they will have an opportunity to compete at a level that is appropriate for their skill level.  

Policy:

1) The opportunity to play up is restricted to skaters playing in their second year at any USA Hockey age classification.

2)  Skaters may play up only one age classification.

3) Skaters requesting to play up must submit a written request to the Board President by September 1.  As a general rule, failure to comply with the notice requirement will result in a denial of the opportunity to participate in the Placement Process at the older age classification.  Exceptions, if any, are at the discretion of the Board of Directors.  

4) All requests to play up will require both the parent’s and skater’s signature.

5) If a skater elects to participate in the Placement Process at an older age classification, this skater will also be required to participate in the Placement Process at his or her normal age classification.  Participating at both levels is necessary to properly place the skater in his or her own age classification in the event the skater does not make the higher age classification team.    

6) A skater participating in the Placement Process at an older age classification must place among the top 75% of the skaters on the top team at the older age classification based on the total Placement Process score in order to play on the top team at the older age classification.  
7) If the skater does not meet the criteria for playing at the older age classification, the skater will be placed on a team within his or her age classification based on the Placement Process score at the skater’s age level classification.  

8) Once the skater begins the Placement Process, he or she must complete the season at the level for which he or she qualifies during the Placement Process.   Exceptions, if any, are at the discretion of the Board of Directors.

*The McFarland Youth Hockey Association Board of Directors is responsible for the success of the entire organization, and if requests to play up are deemed detrimental to the organization based on the number of skaters or teams, the Board may be required to deny any and all requests.   The play up policy will be reviewed annually by the Board of Directors.  
