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Field Use and Scheduling Policies
MYS has the privilege to use fields from the Fairfax County Public Schools, the Fairfax County Parks Authority, the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors and some private fields. The proper use and care of the fields will dictate our ability to use of these fields. The field committee needs our members to act to preserve and enhance our fields in our community and to demonstrate respect regarding its neighbors. It is the coaches, managers, referees and parent’s responsibility to educate our children in the proper use of the fields.  Let our children care about the environment they are given and leave it in better condition than when they arrived.

During the season, MYS takes care of 270+ teams (57 travel), 300+ practice slots to fill per week, 150+ games every week-end. We make every attempt to be accurate, avoid conflicts and be responsive, however do remember we are human and make mistakes. The field scheduler and committee members are volunteers like you, please treat them nicely.
No practice slots will be awarded unless the field policy memorandum of understanding is signed by the team. If offenses against the policy, practice privileges may be taken away. Appeals will be handled by the rules and discipline committee.
Teams that do not follow these guidelines will be penalized as follows: first offense: suspension of the next regularly-scheduled practice; second offense: suspension of next three allocated field slots; third offense: loss of all non-game field allocations and privileges for the remainder of the season. 
Version History


	Version
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	1.0.2008
	Michael Riemer
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	Added version history and slight format changes
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	Michael Riemer
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	Updated “Responsible Use of Public Facilities” section
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Responsible Use of Public Facilities
As members of the McLean community who enjoy the privilege of using County fields for our games and practices, it is essential that we always respectful of the property rights and privacy of those homes that border the fields and the other people who also use the parks and schools. Accordingly, it is essential that MYS members observe the following code of conduct for all the fields used by our members.
1. Never trespass on private property to gain access to a field. It is better to be a few minutes late than to violate another person’s property rights.
 

2. Minimize the noise levels during warm-ups for early morning games and late evening practices.
 

3. Use public toilets or Port-A-Jons. The alternative is frankly uncivil.
 

4. Leave the field free of all trash at the end of a game or practice, even if some of it was there from the group before. This includes bottles, caps, athletic tape, food wrappers, etc. It is a simple matter to police the field before leaving.
 

5. Use legal parking spaces, even if it requires a longer walk to the field.

We need to establish a high standard of respect for the environment, the neighbors and the other users of the park and school fields.  All of these codes of conduct will help educate our children to be responsible adults and enhance our relationship with the neighbors who share our community.

Field Closures

Check http://www.mcleansoccer.org/ or 703 761-1601 for the latest field closures. 
If a field is closed no use is permitted at all.  The field status webpage and the hotline are for informational purposes only; field signage and/or FCPA personnel take precedence.  Regardless of the foregoing, fields are closed if there is standing water, you hear a “squish” when walking, or your footprint has standing water. 
If an area of the field is wet, stay off that area. 
All teams (coaches and managers) are responsible for checking the MYS Field Closure line on the MYS web site http://www.mcleansoccer.org/ or by calling 703-761-1601 before each scheduled practice, game, or field event.  This applies to MYS teams and non-MYS teams who have been granted use of MYS-permitted fields.  Please note that fields can be closed even when the weather appears good at the time because of standing water, previous damage, conflicting events, or many other reasons.  Please be aware that fields handle rain very differently.  The field status webpage and the hotline are for informational purposes only; field signage and/or FCPA personnel take precedence.  Regardless of the foregoing, fields are closed if there is standing water, you hear a “squish” when walking, or your footprint has standing water.  It is quite common for one or more fields to be closed while others remain open.  Please note when requesting the MYS field that this field in particular will be closed more frequently than others because of rain.  It is County and McLean Soccer policy that the user is responsible for any damage to the field that results from use when it is closed.  On Fairfax Park Authority Fields there are signs that indicate when a field is closed (Spring Hill 2 and 3, Lewinsville 2, 3 and 4, Linway Park). In addition, use of fields that have been closed can result in REVOCATION OF FUTURE FIELD PRIVILIGES! 

If fields are open, but inclement weather should develop, the coach and/or referees need to make the decision as to whether practice or the game should continue.

Field Permits

You may only use fields that have been scheduled for your use, and for which you have a printed field permit.  Do not practice inside the penalty area, down the center of the field, or on any worn areas (middle of field). Use rebound goals and practice side to side. Teach other coaches to do the same. 


You need to bring your permit to every practice and game. This is the only official documentation that grants you rights to use a field, and MYS, FCPA, or the Police cannot enforce your rights without it. 

If you have a conflict with a "walk-on" try to resolve it in a non confrontational way. If the walk-ons won't leave, please contact an MYS field committee member (e.g. Kley Parkhurst at 703-675-0753), FCPA/CRS personnel, or as a last resort you can call Fairfax County Police non-emergency line at 703-691-2131. 

Fairfax County Park Authority policy is that permitted users of a field have exclusive use of the field. MYS field policy reflects this: "no non-permitted users ("walk-ons") may be on a field permitted to MYS while any MYS activity is being conducted." The practical application of this at LP2 and MYS field is that even if you are permitted 1/3 of the field and there are no other MYS teams, no walk-ons may be on the field. With time, we hope to educate the walk-ons that LP2 is exclusively permitted to MYS when MYS activities are scheduled, and MYS Field is exclusively for the use of MYS members at all times. 

This policy is not meant to put you in harm’s way or create a situation which makes you uncomfortable. If you do not want to approach a group of apparent “walk-ons” or they are not responsive, please call MYS field personnel or the police. 
Practice slots are assigned as carefully as possible, use only your assigned slots. If a conflict arises work with each other and call the field scheduler to resolve the matter. 
If you will not use your practice slot or a game slot, please advise the field scheduler. With the large amount of requests, allow other teams to use your unused slots. 
Be gracious in resolving any conflicts in field allocation and be off the field when other teams follow.
Please report trespassers or issues by contacting fields@mcleansoccer.org or 703-906-3555.

Weather Issues

If thunder and lightning is seen or heard you must vacate the field area and wait for 30 minutes without thunder or lightning before using the field. Do not wait under a tree; they are a lightning rod during storms. 
Goal Safety

Goals must be anchored with sand bags or other anchoring system.  It is the coach's and/or trainer's responsibility to check goals prior to the start of a practice or game and periodically during use. Do not use the goals and field unless goals are anchored. If a goal is not anchored before practice, please anchor them. Please report any unsafe equipment or conditions immediately.  
Climbing, swinging, or hanging from goals is strictly prohibited.  It is the responsibility of every MYS member to ensure that our players are safe.  Any player caught climbing or playing on a goal may be subject to sanctions by MYS, up to and including termination of field privileges for the remainder of the season, with no refund. 
Portable Goals must be anchored with sand bags, and all MYS portable goals should have sand bags chained to them. Almost every year in the United States, children are injured or killed by goals that tip over! Please help us reduce our liability by making safety a top priority. If a goal is not anchored before practice, please anchor them. If sand bags are missing report it to field operations. 

Rebound goals having spikes will not be provided. You may bring your own portable or rebound goals, but you must take them with you. 
Goals at Schools: Please lock the goals at elementary schools. This prevents damage, theft, and is for the safety of the school kids. The lock combination is 2007. The combination is also at the very bottom of the field status page. 
The FCPA has banned the use of portable rebound goals with spikes throughout the county. We are working to adjust the policy and craft alternatives. 

Clean Up & Recycle

Pick up trash when you leave the field even if it is not yours. Our children need to learn to care for our community and represent that MYS cleans up after itself. Bring a trash bag with you to games and practices. Please pick up all plastic bottles! Last team is responsible for an ‘Mmmm clean’ field. 
If you consistently find trash when you arrive at the field notify the field committee who will attempt to identify the culprits who might be leaving the field in such condition. 
MYS field policy requires the use of reusable and refillable water bottles. We have an inordinate amount of non degradable plastic bottles and plastic caps littering the surrounding of the fields, the cost to remove trash is increasing, and we are getting more complaints from neighbors, schools, and other park users. 
All teams are responsible for picking up any trash (e.g., plastic water bottles have become a major environmental hazard) on the field at the completion of their practice or game session regardless of whether this trash was there when they first got on the field.  Failure to pick up trash can result in REVOCATION OF FUTURE FIELD PRIVILIGES! 
Field Appreciation

All teams are expected to follow guidelines for use on all McLean fields at all times.  This includes staying off of areas of the field that are damaged or muddy and practicing across the field to minimize the wear and tear on the goal mouths.  Abuse of fields can result in REVOCATION OF FUTURE FIELD PRIVILIGES!  Playing on a muddy field will move earth away from the wet areas. When the soil dries it will create ridges and permanent standing water will start to appear at the next rainfall. Your decision to play in a wet area has long lasting negative effects for weeks and months. Be respectful of the field and people using the field after you.

Release of Unused Fields

If you will not use your practice slot or a game slot, please advise the field scheduler. With the large amount of requests, allow other teams to use your unused slots.
Pets

No pets allowed on school grounds.  On Park Authority fields, dogs must stay at least 15 ft from athletic fields.  No pets allowed during MYS sanctioned games. 
Parking

Do not park in grassy areas, or fire lanes in park or school grounds. Doing so irritates the school community, the park authority and the neighbors. Please ask you fellow team member parents to respect the sites we use. 
Do not unlawfully use DMV designated handicapped parking spots. We have seen many tickets issued even if you are inside the vehicle (Lewinsville Park has seen $250 tickets). 
Exclusive Use Policy
Fairfax County Park Authority policy is that permitted users of a field have exclusive use of the field.  The MYS field policy reflects the current FCPA policy: no non-permitted users ("walk-ons") may be on a field permitted to MYS while any MYS activity is being conducted.  MYS members are to enforce this policy to the best of their ability.  If you have a conflict with a walk on try to resolve it in a non confrontational way.  If the walk-ons won't leave, please contact an MYS field committee member, FCPA personnel, or as a last resort you can call Fairfax County Police non-emergency line at 703-691-2131. 
Suspension of Field Permits

Team Managers and coaches are responsible for complying with all field guidelines and policies as set by MYS.  Teams that do not follow these guidelines will have their field privileges suspended as follows: first offense: suspension of the next regularly-scheduled practice; second offense: suspension of next three allocated field slots; third offense: loss of all non-game field allocations and privileges for the remainder of the season. 
Field Scheduling Calendar

	Season / Activity
	Approximate Season / Activity Dates
	Field Allocation Begins**

	Spring Preseason
	March
	February 10th**

	 Regular Season Spring (All MYS)
	 late March - mid June
	 March 10th**

	Late Spring/early Summer Tryouts 

(Travel / MPS)

 
	Last week of May through first 3 weeks of June
	May 10**

(this may change based on new field scheduling program capabilities)

	Summer

(All MYS)
	mid June - late July
	June 1**

	Preseason Fall

(Travel / MPS)
	August
	July 10**

	Regular Season Fall

(All MYS – Travel and House)
	first week of September - mid November
	August 10**

	Winter

(All MYS)
	mid November - late February
	November 1**


**Dates are estimates provided for informational purposes only. 
Actual dates will be posted at www.mcleansoccer.org.

The Field Allocation Dates are guidelines, and may change from time to time without notice. Field requests can be submitted through online scheduling program at any time, but requests will not be processed until on or after the allocation date listed above.
After the allocation date, requests will be processed based on the field policies as set forth below, and then on a first-come, first-served basis.
Priority Use of Fields

To maximize use of our fields, fields are occasionally “double-booked.” This is especially true on weekends where time blocks have been given to NCSL, WAGS, ODSL, SFL, Regional, and State Cup leagues for games. While these groups provide schedules ahead of time, quite often weather-related makeup games and other incidents cause late notification of games into a time block that MYS thought the league was not going to use. League games will take priority over practices and scrimmages. MYS team and MYS affiliated-team events will take priority over non-MYS field events. All efforts will be made to move the impacted team to a suitable field. The MYS Field Scheduler has final decision on field use priorities.

Ad-Hoc Field Requests

All field use requests should be requested through the website once the application is complete. In the meantime requests should be made to the appropriate field scheduling contact. Click here for the field scheduling contact person. All requests should include the following information:

· Name of Team (e.g. Strikers) 

· Age/Gender of Team (e.g. U13B or U9G) 

· League of Team (e.g. House, SFL, NCSL, WAGS, ODSL) 

· Contact name, phone number, and email address 

· Date and time field is needed (e.g. Tuesday, September 21 from 5:30-7:00) 

· Purpose of request (e.g. practice, game, scrimmage, tryout) 

· Do you need a full field? If yes, justify with number of kids expected or game/scrimmage requirement 

Older children will require larger fields and the younger children will be placed on smaller fields.

Due to the limited number of fields available, more than one team may be scheduled in a particular area.  The assignment schedule will be posted on the website if possible.  Coaches are to work out the specific areas that should be practiced on keeping in mind that older children need a larger area than the smaller children.  If conflicts arise that cannot be resolved on the field then the matter needs to be brought up to the Field Committee.
Requests will be prioritized and allocated based on the following:

· Specific field requests, prioritized by field preference 

· Ad hoc field requests will be allocated based on the following priorities:

· MYS programs such as summer camps and clinics 

· MYS and MYS affiliate teams 

· Non-MYS group requests 

The MYS Field Scheduler may limit ad-hoc field requests to two outstanding requests per team at any one time.

Rescheduling Practices

Every effort will be made to allow rescheduling additional practice or scrimmage slots.  Please give timely notification to the field scheduler so that adequate adjustments in scheduling can be made to accommodate changes and additions.  Do not schedule on your own as conflicts could arise and priority will go to those who have gone through the field scheduler.

Field Allocation Policy
Regular practice slots will be allocated at the beginning of each season to MYS teams and MYS affiliates. All practice requests received by the practice request deadline for that season will be processed based on the following priorities: 

· MYS Programs 

· MPS Teams (by descending age order - U18-U13) 

· Travel Teams (by descending age order - U18-U13) 
· MPS Teams (by descending age order - U12-U9)

· Travel Teams (by descending age order - U12-U9)
· House leagues (by descending age order) 


Although these are guidelines, the field committee reserves the right to adjust these policies based on the fields allocated by the county or as the needs change.

Travel teams will be allocated two practice slots weekly, House and SFL teams will be allocated one practice slot each week. Teams requesting extra practice slots will not have those slots allocated until all teams have gotten their practice assignment. 
Available Practice Fields

The listing of available fields below identifies which age groups each field is most appropriate for. In assigning fields, first consideration is given to assigning practice on age appropriate fields; however, because fields are limited we cannot guarantee that the field you are assigned to will be age appropriate. Practice times are allocated for Monday through Friday based on age group (see below). In addition, a limited number of Sunday practice slots are available.

	Age Group
	Practice Times

	U6 through U8
	Monday – Friday
	4:30-5:30, 5:30-6:30, 6:30-7:30

	U9 through U19
	Monday - Friday
	On all grass fields except LP3 & LP4:4:30-6:00;  6:00-7:30


 

	Field Names 
	Teams Per Practice Slot 
	U6-U8 
	U9-U10 
	U11-U12 
	U13-U19 

	Chesterbrook Elementary 
	2
	
	X
	
	

	Churchill Road

Elementary 
	3
	X
	
	
	

	Cooper Middle School 
	3
	
	
	X
	X

	Franklin Sherman Elementary 
	3
	X
	
	
	

	Haycock Elementary 
	3
	X
	
	
	

	Kent Gardens Elementary 
	2
	X
	
	
	

	Langley Forks Field 4 
	3
	
	
	X
	X

	Lemon Road Elementary 
	2
	
	X
	
	

	Linway Terrace 
	3
	
	
	X
	X

	Lewinsville Center 
	3
	
	
	X
	X

	Lewinsville Park #2 
	4
	
	X
	X
	X

	Lewinsville Park Field 3 
	3
	
	
	
	X

	Lewinsville Park Field 4 

(Only available After 5:30) 
	3
	
	
	X
	X

	Longfellow Middle School – Rear 
	2
	X
	X
	
	

	MYS Field 
	3
	
	X
	X
	X

	Police Field 
	2
	
	X
	X
	

	Springhill Elementary – Upper 
	2
	
	X
	
	

	Springhill Elementary – Lower 
	2
	
	X
	X
	

	Springhill Rec. Field 2 
	3
	
	
	X
	X

	Springhill Rec. Field 3 
	3
	
	
	X
	X

	Springhill Rec. Front (Field 4 and 5) 
	2 per field
	X
	
	
	

	Springhill Rec. Front Fields 6 and 7 
	2 per field
	
	X
	X
	

	St. Luke Church 

(Only available after 5:30 and at least one team parent must be a church parishioner) 
	2
	
	X
	X
	

	St. John Church 

5 slots per week at least one team parent must be a church parishioner 
	1
	X
	X
	X
	


For safety reasons, all attempts will be made to make sure that there is not a great age discrepancy between teams sharing a field. The following chart shows the recommended age groupings:

	
	Maximum Age Group to Share Field

	U6
	U8

	U7
	U9

	U8
	U10

	U9
	U11

	U10
	U12

	U11
	U13

	U12
	U14

	U13
	U16

	U14
	Adult

	U15
	Adult

	U16
	Adult

	U17
	Adult

	U18
	Adult


Premier Field Use & Scheduling

Lewinsville Park #2 and MYS Field are designated premier fields for games and practices. All attempts will be made to give use of these fields to as many different teams within MYS as possible. However, because of the limited practice slots available on these fields, a policy is required for prioritizing use of the fields. MYS programs will have first priority. MPS teams U10 and up will have the opportunity to request one practice slot per week on either Lewinsville Park #2 or the MYS field. 
MPS teams U14 and above will have a second practice slot will be on a premier field if requested and feasible. Non-MPS travel teams may request a slot on LP2 or MYS and will get accommodated after MPS requests have been filled. All fields will be allocated with their priority group by oldest team age first, including the MPS allocation. There will be circumstances where these rules will be overruled due to field availability and coaching issues. Lastly all other teams will be able to request premier fields and will be allocated if available. In case of closure, there is no guarantee that practices scheduled on the MYS field can be moved elsewhere, and all teams should keep this in mind when requesting the MYS Field. 
Premier Fields (MYS and LP2) will not be allocated more than 2 months in advance for non-MYS program events or scheduled league games.
Game Day Scheduling for Premier Fields will be allocated in a rotating manner between the NCSL, WAGS and ODSL on Sunday. On Saturday they will be allocated to the SFL. MYS teams must understand that the field scheduler is subject to the permits allocated by Fairfax Country Community Recreational Services and some seasons fields availability will vary. The field scheduler has the final say on who plays where. Changes are constant and require understanding from all members. We are constantly looking for new fields and planning improvements on the current ones.

Field Specific Issues & Concerns
Parking can be a problem at some sites. Please do not park on the grass, “no parking” areas or reserved spots.  Do not block driveways or other automobiles. Please drive slowly around sites and instruct children to look out for traffic.
MYS Spring Hill Elementary (Lower and Upper)

· Do not park on the grass near Spring Hill elementary, it ruins the grass and the school has asked not to be in that area. 

· Respect the parking spots in the small parking area, if no more room is available park behind the school.

· Use the portable restroom on the field and do not use the Spring Hill school restroom facilities.

Spring Hill Recreation Center

· Do not park or wait in the fire lane and along the baseball diamond to access the spring hill recreation fields 4, 5, 6 and 7. Drive around and use the parking lots. 

· To increase the use of the parking lot for patrons of the recreation center MYS families are requested to use the long parking lot alongside the Lewinsville Road.

· Again at the end of that parking lot do not use the grassy area.
Lewinsville Park

· Do not ever wait or park in the DMV handicapped spaces. Fairfax county police will ticket you even if you are in your car waiting for your child to come off the field. The fee can be up to $250.00.

· Please use the portable restrooms as some neighbors have complained about improper behavior along the LP 3 field.
MYS Field only

Due to the nature of the field and the fact it is a premier field it will be closed more often in rainy conditions. Be aware of this possibility when requesting it for activities.
McLean Field Policy Memorandum Spring 2007 
MYS is privileged to have access to fields from Fairfax County Public Schools, Fairfax County Parks Authority, the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors and private organizations. The proper use and care of these fields will dictate our ability to use them. MYS members should “act to preserve and enhance” the fields in our community and to demonstrate respect regarding the neighbors surrounding the fields. It is the responsibility of the coaches, managers, referees and parents to educate our children in the proper use of the fields. Let our children care about the environment they are given and leave it in better condition than when they arrived. Be nice to your fields and follow the following guidelines. 

FCPA Field Monitoring Program
There is a county-wide problem with walk-ons, particularly on turf fields, and the FCPA has increased the number of paid field monitors on weekends. Please be sure to have your MYS Field Permit with you at all times, or you may be kicked off your field. 

LP2 Lights, Signage & Netting
The FCPA has installed two zones on LP2. Zone A is closest to the light switch box. If you are the only team practicing on the field, please shut the lights off on the other zone to reduce power consumption. There is new signage with FCPA’s policy regarding walk on use. There is new netting on the wetland’s side of LP2. If a ball goes through the net, please walk all the way around the net to retrieve.  
MYS Field Use and Scheduling Guidelines
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