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New to MYS?

A Parent Primer to McLean Youth Soccer

When to Start

MYS' youngest program is U4.  Children must turn 3 by July 31st. 

What Age Group Am I?

Soccer has different cutoff dates from schools, basketball, and other programs.  Please refer to the Age Group Grid on the website.

Registration

To join MYS, you must register online on our website: www.mlceansoccer.org.  Complete information about registration, costs, etc., is available on the site.  Paper registration forms can also be downloaded.   Registration begins approximately June 15 for fall and December 15th for spring.  
Camps and Training Opportunities
From U5 to U19, MYS offers a number of in-season training opportunities for all levels of play as well as camps during summer, winter and spring breaks.  Please go to the website for more information.
The Progression

Our youngest players start in the MYS Recreation Program. There are no tryouts; at younger ages children are assigned to teams by the age group coordinator (AGC).  Whenever possible, MYS tries to place children with a couple of other players from their school.  U9 and older teams are created by a team formation process to have equally competitive teams in a division. 

Recreation Program

The McLean Youth Soccer (MYS) Recreation program (or House League) focuses on individual player development and the enjoyment of the game of soccer – not on teams or winning games. Our small-sided, continuous play model that maximizes touches on the ball has been widely copied throughout the country.  From U5 to U11, players participate in this program and have the opportunity to also play in the Suburban Friendship League (http://www.sflsoccer.org/ ) from U12 to U19.

· The U4-U5 program is a developmental program designed to introduce our clubs youngest soccer enthusiasts to the sport of soccer.  The program focuses on age-appropriate soccer activities, but is not a team-oriented program.

· The U6 through U8 program offers a non-results oriented team structured program focusing on age-appropriate skill development.

· The U9 through U12 program continues to promote the growth and development of the players and introduces friendly competition between teams with an end of season “playoff” tournament, and All-Star Teams.

· The U13 through U19 program is affiliated with the Suburban Friendship League (SFL), allowing MYS teams to compete against teams from other area clubs as well as against fellow MYS teams within their respective age and gender groups.

· The TOPSoccer program promotes training and skills development for young athletes of all ages with disabilities. 
· MYS Academy Program
At U5, U7, and U9, MYS provides an Academy Program where age groups train together under the direction of our Technical Directors.  This provides a highly structured process to support both coach and player development.
· Getting Started
One week before the season starts, you will be contacted by your coach who will give you the practice times and distribute the game schedule.  In general, games are played on Saturday.  There is one practice per week.
· All-Stars
Starting at U8, another level of competition is introduced – All-Stars  Players tryout for a weekend long tournament in the fall and spring.  There is usually an additional practice on Sunday afternoons, and there is an additional cost, which covers the cost of the uniform and tournament fees.

· Additional Costs
A jersey is provided for all recreation players but cleats, shin guards, and a ball will need to be purchased separately.  

PJ’s Sports is the official store of the McLean Soccer Club and you will receive 10% off any purchases as an MYS member.  PJ's Sports is located 1.5 Miles inside the Beltway on Rt.7 in the Tyson Station Center.   

7500 Leesburg Pike #12A

Falls Church, VA 22043

703-506-8009

http://www.pjsports.com/
Travel Soccer

At the end of the U8 year, players are eligible to tryout in the late spring/early summer for the travel program.  In the U9-U11 years, the teams are professionally coached, and managed under the Mclean Premier Soccer (MPS – www.mcleanpremiersoccer.org) umbrella, a special program of the MYS Travel program.  
Travel teams practice two or more times per week, attend special training sessions, and several tournaments per season.  There are additional costs and time commitments based on the level of play.  Travel teams continue through the U19 year.
I Still Need Help!

Please feel free to explore our website.  There is a lot of information on all of our programs. 

For questions about registration, financial matters, and general administrative questions, feel free to contact the MYS administrator, Eileen Hopkins, admin@mcleansoccer.org or phone: 703-506-8068.
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