Fargo-West Fargo Cal Ripken/Babe Ruth Rules
Frequently Asked Questions

Q. At ages 10 and 11, the game situation is a runner on first and a runner at third before the pitch is thrown.  Can the runner at third score when the runner at first tries to steal second base.
A. No.  At age 10 and 11 a runner from third can score only when a play is made on him/her or after the ball has been put into play by the batter.  The runner from third can not score when a play is made on a base runner attempting to steal second base. 
Q. At age 12, the game situation is a runner on first and a runner at third before the pitch is thrown.  Can the runner at third score when the runner at first tries to steal second base.

A. Yes.  National Cal Ripken League rules apply at age 12.

Q. At ages 10 and 11, the situation is a runner on first.  The runner attempts to steal second base.  The catcher overthrows the fielder covering second base.  The outfielder backing up second base lets the ball go through his legs.  Can the runner who attempted to steal second base score? 

A. Yes.  At age 10 and 11 the only league variation from National Cal Ripken rules is when you have a runner on first and third base before the pitch is thrown.

Q. At ages 11 and 12 the pitch limit is 5 innings per week, 3 innings per game maximum.  If my pitcher throws 3 innings on Tuesday, can he throw his final 2 innings Thursday?
A. No.  A pitcher must have two calendar days rest between pitching assignments if he pitches in more than 2 innings in any one game.  If the pitcher throws 2 innings on Tuesday he could throw 3 innings on Thursday.  Please note if a pitcher delivers 1 pitch in an inning, he/she shall be charged for one inning pitched.

Q. At ages 13 - 15 the pitch limit is 7 innings per week.  If my pitcher throws 4 innings on Tuesday, can he throw his final 3 innings Thursday?

A. No.  A pitcher must have two calendar days rest between pitching assignments if he pitches in more than 3 innings in any one game.  If the pitcher throws 3 innings on Tuesday he could throw 4 innings on Thursday.  Please note if a pitcher delivers 1 pitch in an inning, he/she shall be charged for one inning pitched.

Q. At ages 13 – 15 you can play a game with only 8 players.  Is the 9th spot in the order an automatic out?
A. No. The rule has been changed for 2007.  Whenever the 9th spot in the order is scheduled to bat, the spot in the order will be ignored and no out will be registered.  However, if you start with 9 or ten batters, you must finish with the same number.  If someone is injured, and you do not have a replacement, whenever the injured players turn in the order is scheduled to bat the umpire will announce an out.  
Q. At ages 8-12 you can play a game with only 8 players.  Is the 9th spot in the order an automatic out?

A. No.  Whenever the 9th spot in the order is scheduled to bat, the spot in the order will be ignored and no out will be registered.

Q. At all ages a team started the game with 8 players.  The 9th player arrives with one out in the top of the inning.  Can the player enter the game immediately or does he need to wait until the start of an inning?

A.  The 9th player can enter the game immediately.  He/she does not have to wait for the beginning of an inning.

Q. At ages 13-15 the games starts with team A using the extra hitter. Team A has a total of 10 players that particular game.  During the game the extra hitter becomes injured and can not continue playing.  Does the game continue and does the spot in the order of the extra hitter become an out when that spot in the lineup is scheduled to hit.

A.  The answer to both questions is yes.  The game does continue.  The spot in the lineup occupied by the injured extra hitter is an automatic out.  The umpire will announce an out when this player is scheduled to bat.

