	

	

	

	
Heartbreak at West
West senior killed in crash 
had planned to play college hockey
Pellmann’s personality could brighten anyone’s day


By LAWRENCE SILVER - GM Today Staff 

June 3, 2005
 
A pair of sunglasses and a student parking pass to Waukesha West High School remain in the debris at a crash site along Highway XX Thursday morning. West senior Justine Pellmann was killed in the Wednesday morning crash.


Justine Pellmann, 18, died Wednesday when her Toyota swerved into an oncoming pickup truck around 7:15 a.m. near Highway XX and Glendale Road, Waukesha County Sheriff’s Department Detective Steve Pederson said. Pellmann, a senior at Waukesha West High School, would have graduated June 11. She earned a partial scholarship to play hockey at Elmira College in New York.


WAUKESHA - Waukesha West High School senior Justine Pellmann came so close to living out her dream.

Born into a family of hockey players, Pellmann, 18, earned a partial scholarship to Division III Elmira College in upstate New York. She would have been the first collegiate hockey player in her family.

"She had her dream and she did everything she could do to reach that dream," her brother, Eric Pellmann, 27, said. "Every step of the way, people told her to quit because she was a girl. But she wouldn’t do it, and she turned out to be one of the best players in the state."

That dream tragically ended Wednesday when Pellmann was killed after her Toyota swerved into an oncoming pickup truck near Highway XX and Glendale Road in the town of Waukesha, Waukesha County Sheriff’s Department Detective Steve Pederson said.

The pickup driver, Robert Ogrezovich, 48, of the town of Waukesha, was treated and released from Waukesha Memorial Hospital, ProHealth Care spokeswoman Sandra Peterson said.

Eric Pellmann said he was diagnosed with cancer 12 years ago. He pushed everyone in the family away, except for Justine, he said.

"She would just crawl into bed with me and cheer me up," Eric Pellmann said. "She was always upbeat, she was never in a bad mood. She was the type of person that everyone was in a good mood when they were around her."

Friend and track teammate Izzy Cordie said she relied on Pellmann to be there no matter what the circumstances.

"I could call her any time and no matter where or how far away she was, she would be there," Cordie said. "She didn’t care if she’d look stupid. She just wanted to make you laugh."

Cordie, Pellmann and mutual friend Sarah Tiechert, ironically, shared some of the greatest memories cruising around in the car, listening to music and hanging out, Cordie said.

"We’d have so much fun just driving around," Cordie said. "We were all just laid back, with no pressure to find something to do."

Tiechert said Pellmann was the toughest girl she ever knew.

"She’d tell us to suck it up and stop crying," Tiechert said.

Pellmann qualified for the Wisconsin Interscholastic Athletic Association state track championships in the discus in 2004. She sat out track to focus on hockey this season, Waukesha West track coach Chris Ramsey said.

Pellmann served as manager for the Ramsey-coached cross country team this year.

"She was a great kid," said Ramsey, who also taught her in a class at Central Middle School. "She was your typical female hockey player. She’d really tell you like it is."

Ramsey said in this situation, Pellmann would have been the one consoling teammates.

"She’d be the one to say it," Ramsey said. "She’d tell everyone, everything is going our way."

Shock still setting in at West
Tough days ahead for students, officials say
WAUKESHA - The shock of losing classmate Justine Pellmann was still settling into the minds of students at Waukesha West High School Thursday morning.
School Resource Officer Peter Jungbluth said students sit through a couple of classes before the pain begins to set in.
"It doesn’t happen until the third or fourth hour when students come and see the chair is empty," Jungbluth said. "Graduation day, when all her friends will be there, will be pretty tough."
Pellmann, 18, died Wednesday when her Toyota swerved into an oncoming pickup truck around 7:15 a.m. near Highway XX and Glendale Road, Waukesha County Sheriff’s Department Detective Steve Pederson said.
West administrators enacted a crisis intervention plan Thursday morning.
After the first bell, West Principal Doug Straus made a straightforward announcement to the entire student body explaining that a student was killed on the drive to school, Straus said.
School counselors and social workers were placed at three locations around the school. Straus said about eight students took advantage of the counselors between the announcement and the end of the first hour.
"It’s been very subdued today," Straus said. "The faculty, the staff, the students and the parents have worked hard to communicate and connect with one another. So this is fairly well reflected across the school."
Straus said lists of Pellmann’s closest teachers and friends were compiled so counselors could speak with them. Counselors will also visit each class Pellmann was enrolled in, Straus said.
"We are dealing with this as best we can," Straus said. "This is going to become very real for (students)."
Straus said no special arrangements have been made for the school’s graduation June 11.
"We are very sensitive to this issue," Straus said of the graduation. "We will talk with the family to get their wishes."
 

West community coping with loss again
Teachers, counselors ready to help 
students after senior’s death
WAUKESHA - Waukesha West High School track coach Chris Ramsey did his best to contain the information Wednesday afternoon. He kept his girls busy looking for four-leaf clovers and asked them to stay near the track.

But as will happen in high school, students found out on their own about the death of their classmate, Justine Pellmann.

Pellmann, 18, died Wednesday when her Toyota swerved into an oncoming pickup truck near Highway XX and Glendale Road around 7:15 a.m., Waukesha County Sheriff’s Department Detective Steve Pederson said.

"I’m sorry Mr. Ramsey," one crying girl said to Ramsey, before he embraced her. "My mom left a voice mail and I went to check it."

West administrators answered all the rumors when they announced the death of Pellmann to the entire student body at the start of school Thursday morning, West Principal Doug Straus said.

Extra guidance counselors and social workers were made available for students in need, Straus said. Students were encouraged to stay at school, but could leave if their parents thought it was best.

"We are going into our crisis intervention plan," Straus said Wednesday. "We talked with faculty about dealing with their own emotions and prepared them to work with students."

West has dealt with tragedy in the past.

Ashley Steffan, 17, was struck and killed by a car Feb. 19, 2003, on Green Country Road.

Straus said one tragedy cannot prepare a person for another one.

"You don’t ever learn to deal with these tragic events," Straus said. "Each one is a new experience."

Ramsey did gather the girls to tell them about Pellmann after practice Wednesday.

They walked across the parking lot toward the locker room crying afterward.
Lawrence Silver can be reached at lsilver@conleynet.com. 


This story appeared in the Waukesha Freeman on June 2, 2005. 

  




