Rules to live by for the Player/Coach/Parent relationship
Please accept this letter in the spirit intended.  We do not know how to raise your son nor do we want to, but have learned a few guidelines over the years that can help towards a good player/coach/parent relationship.

1.)  The parents Role should be one of support and NOT criticism.  Each of our players will have bad practices and bad games at times.  They usually know when this occurs and do not need you to remind them.

2.) When your son/daughter cannot attend a practice, please have “him/her” call.
3.) Parents do not belong on the players bench or in the locker rooms unless there is an apparent injury.  Do you follow your kids into the football, baseball or basketball locker rooms?

4.) Some of you will not like us or may take exception to a coaching method.  When this occurs, it is best that you not criticize us in front of your child, he/she probably likes us.

5.) Please do not embarrass the team and your child by getting on the referees from the stands or yelling at your child unless it constitutes something positive.

6.) Some of you know the game and will be tempted to coach your boy before or after the game.  Please try to keep this to a minimum as he/she will have plenty to do just complying with our directives.

7.) Your son/daughter will have little input into what position he/she plays.  They will play where our judgment determines he will best help the team.

8.) We will not have good, bad or most valuable players.  Everyone will make a contribution in their own way.

9.) Ice time a player plays in a given game is up to the coaches, not the parents.  It is impossible to give everyone equal time in every game.  We do believe in trying to play everyone and will do our best over the season to see that they all play.

10.) Remember, the game of hockey is for the kids, not parents.  Parents, you have all had your chance, now its your child’s turn.

11.) We will criticize your son for lack of effort, mental mistakes, and will try to praise him for accomplishments.  A proper balance is difficult, but we will try.

12.) This is a team sport and emphasis will be placed on the team, not an individual.

13.) Family, school, and church are more important than hockey.  They come first.  If you must miss a practice or game, call in advance. 
14.) Be on time.  Be at the rink 30 min. prior to a game and be ready to be on the ice at our scheduled times for practice.  We are not here to waste time.

15.) Never talk to a referee or a player on the opposing team.

16.) Minimum talk between players at practice and maximum talk during games.

17.) Get off the ice if you think you are hurt.  Get to the bench.  The coaches will not come out on the ice to your rescue as I am not a doctor.  No one comes to the game to watch a scene from ER.  If you are really hurt, so be it.  We certainly hope this never happens.

18.) If you feel like crying on the bench, please do so.  Then turn your emotions into passion and fire and get back on the ice. 

19.) Hustle, Hustle, Hustle………………..

20.) Do not show displeasure when a penalty is called on you.  Accept it and get to the box.

21.) Do not slam your stick on the ice or boards.  Your parents paid big money for your sticks to use them to shoot pucks, not abuse unnecessarily.

22.) Celebrate goals with your team.  You all achieved it together.

23.) Never tell a referee you had an assist unless asked.

24.) Slide the puck to the referee, but do not pick it up, he gets paid to do that.

25.) Be happy for teammates.  Congratulate them.

26.) Never bad mouth a teammate, you make mistakes too.

27.) Stay positive on the bench, do not complain.  Leave that to the coaches.

28.) Do not retaliate back to another player, skate away.

29.) Do not use profanity at anytime.

30.) No screwing around in the locker room.  Focus on getting yourself ready to play, think about your opponent and focus.

31.) Play aggressively, but try to keep penalties to a minimum.

32.) Take the handshakes at the end of the game seriously & with respect.

33.)  The National Anthem is very important.  Respect your soldiers and country.  Face the flag, hand over heart and pray for all the American Soldiers fighting for our freedom.
34.) Your coach is here to teach you about hockey free of charge.  Give him the respect to listen, work hard, and get better.  After all, it is up to you the player.

35.) Have fun!   The last time I checked it was more fun to win than to lose, but remember it is not about winning.  It’s about trying to win that counts! 

