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Inside this Newsletter

Welcome Back
Gearing up for another WILD Season!
“I hope they didn’t bring apple juice!”
Let’s Keep It In Perspective

 Reports from our teams
Where they’ve been … Where they’re going
Calendar of Events:
October
25 – 8:10-9:10am  JUNIOR WILD Begins
Tell your friends, neighbors and schools. Only $100 for 8 weeks of fun and learning!

28 – WREATH ORDERS ARE DUE!

Late orders will not be accepted

If you have used hockey equipment that you are willing to donate, or have any questions about the Jr. Wild, contact

Kelly or Anne Lorms at KGoober4@aol.com.
Welcome Back To Another Season of Enjoying

“THE COOLEST GAME ON ICE”

Now that the various administrative aspects of establishing teams, allocating ice and filling out forms has been settled; and practice schedules have fallen into the rhythm of everyday life, I would like to take this opportunity to reiterate the “Raison D’etre” or the purpose towards which the efforts of so many are dedicated.

First and foremost, the culmination of our efforts is directed to providing a positive environment for girls to develop a life-long love for this great sport of hockey.  We support their efforts to develop to the best of their ability through the instruction of highly qualified coaches and exposure to competitive teams.  For those ladies interested in pursuing college opportunities, we provide the means by which their hard-earned skills can be showcased and viewed by college scouts.

The fundamental mission that drives the Wisconsin Wild and which sets it apart from other organizations is the fact that we strive to be all things to all people.  In other words as an organization we use our best efforts to ensure that all ladies who are committed to playing hockey, regardless of ability, have an opportunity to play on a team within the organization. As we found out this year, sometimes external factors such as age change classifications can make this a daunting task!

We are very fortunate to be able to welcome two new coaches to our organization.  Corinne Rosen and Mary Jurken come equipped with a wealth of experience that will translate into a rewarding and successful year for the teams they are associated with.  In addition I would like to welcome Steve Boll as our new goalie coach.  Steve will not only conduct skills sessions but is willing to come out to practices to help with the needs of individual teams.  We also welcome back one of the founding fathers of the Wild organization, Chris Leng who will be coaching the 19AAA team.

This year we have requested our Skills Instructors to emphasize and focus on skating – at all levels.  This directive may not necessarily be enthusiastically welcomed by all but it provides the foundation necessary for the ultimate mastery of the game.

To all the Coaches, Managers, Schedulers and other volunteers that are absolutely critical to the success of each team, I thank you. However, we will always require the assistance of parents to     optimize our player’s experiences  - so please offer your time.

Continued…

We thank Joyce Shepet who will be the Web Master again this year.  We are in the process of upgrading and enhancing our Web page.  Joyce will be in contact shortly with all the teams on how best to utilize our Web Page.

In order to continue to develop and grow, it is necessary that we attract and recruit new young ladies into our program.  Our Junior Wild Development Program starts at the end of October.  Our main recruiting areas are the schools and we are constantly in need of people to help Anne and Kelly Lorms distribute information about the Wisconsin Wild. If you know that your schools are not receiving information about the Wild, please contact the Lorms’ at 262-785-9287.

In closing I am very excited that the year has begun and the skates are in motion.  Please remember that despite the tendency to focus on winning, the real focus is on developing confident players who love playing hockey and drinking Apple Juice!!!
From Joe McGann, President 

SCRIP
You all got your ice bill…

… now here’s a simple way to reduce it!
Step 1: Take the attached SCRIP order form and copy it MANY TIMES!

***If you need an order form, call me

Dan Koniar 262-797-6310 !!!

Step 2: Look at the multitude of stores and services offered, and ORDER SOME!
***Note the DISCOUNT % listed

Step 3: Get credit toward your ice fees for 50% of the total discount amount!
Step 4: DO IT NOW !!!

Step 5: DO IT EVRY WEEK for gas, groceries, hotels, etc…..

***REMEMBER TOURNAMENTS and AWAY GAMES are fast approaching!

The previous online SCRIP order process has been set aside due to order policy changes.

The SCRIP you order through this form are processed every Sunday Evening, and should arrive by the following Friday.

Last Year’s Seniors

Where are they now?

Lauren Carlson -Union College
Kelly Crandall -University of North Dakota
Amy Goodney -Northeastern University
Becky Jelenc -St. Mary's University
Sarah Kidd -UW- Eau Claire
Sarah Kurth -Mercyhurst
Carli McNeill -Union College
Samantha Ritt -Middlebury College
Krystal Strassman -Brown University
Sheila Zingler -Yale
Jessica Ribish -St. Mary's University
Kristin Hoesly -Marquette University
Jordan Korabic -Marquette University
Annie Palmer -Boston College

Wreath Pricing
20" Wreath                   $12.00
26" Wreath                   $13.00
36" Wreath                   $20.00 
48" Wreath                   $28.00
60" Wreath                   $32.00
72" Wreath                   $52.00
84" Wreath                   $64.00
30" Display Easel        $  4.00
36" Double Wreath      $31.00
48" Double Wreath      $38.00
25' Roping/Garland     $25.00
Mail Order Wreath       $30.00
36" Cane                      $17.00
30" Door Swag            $11.00
Metal Door Hanger      $ 4.00
WREATH ORDERS ARE DUE
By OCTOBER 28th!!!
Wisconsin Wild Board of Directors:

President:

Joe McGann   262-814-0150

Vice President – On Ice:

Bill Pearce  262-548-8885

Vice President – Off Ice:

Gretchen Burns  262-797-0908

Secretary/Treasurer:

Susan Welz  262-569-5632

Director of College Relations:

Scott Roeper  262-512-9748

Director at Large:

Jeff Hawthorne  262-827-0036

Director of Junior Wild Development:

Kelly Lorms  262-785-9287
U10 Team News

The first Wisconsin Wild U10 Team has been formed and is now practicing for the upcoming season.  Thirteen enthusiastic girls have signed up for the team.  The Head Coach is Mary Jurken, the Assistant Coach is Mike Stemberger and the Team Manager is Julie Atkielski.  The first U10 game is October 25 against the Ozaukee Mite Green Team.  The game is at 9:20 am at the Ponds.  Please show your support for our youngest skaters by attending this game and cheering loudly!  Anyone needing more information or wanting to join the U10 Team please contact Julie Atkielski at jka-trap@wi.rr.com or 414-581-1223.

U12AAA Team News

The Wisconsin Wild U12 AAA Girls hockey team started the 2003-04 season with a 5-2 win over Pettit PeeWee Boys B.  Scoring for the Wild was Karissa Anderson, Ashley Heiptas, Amy Bauzenberger (ast. Anderson, Megan Wanecke), Megan Welz (ast. Wanecke), and Wanecke (ast. Anderson).  The Wild put 27 shots on goal with offensive pressure applied by Kayte Holtz, Kellie Dineen, Shannon Nowaczyk, Aislinn Leonard, and Ripley Peller. Despite the no check rule Amy Bauzenberger took a check from one of the PeeWee's that drew a penalty to put the Wild in a power play.  Later, Amy showed her toughness again when another PeeWee tried to check her again.  This time Amy was ready and returned the check with a check of her own putting the opponent flat on the ice.  Needless to say, no more checks came Amy's way.  The Wild's defense of Kate Llaurado, Abbie Hawthorne, Suzanne McGann and Ellie Dietzen held the opponent's offense to only eleven shots on goal.  Goalie Kristen Saragnese made 9 saves to preserve the win.  Elise Burns and Deneil Hotson are also members of the team who could not make it to the game but they are looking forward to the up coming season as a defenseman and a forward respectively.  

The U12 AAA has big plans for the season with the team planning to go to the All  American Tournament in Blaine, Minnesota in November and the Silver Stick tournament in Sarnia, Ontario in February.   The U12 AAA is coached by Jeff Hawthorn who is assisted by Joe McGann.



This newsletter is intended to provide timely information and reading enjoyment to all parties interested in the 

Wisconsin Wild Girls’ Hockey Teams.

We intend to publish it monthly during the 2003-2004 hockey season. Suggestions and ideas for future issues are welcome and should be directed to Daniel Koniar at koniar@execpc.com
Happy Birthday

To You….

SEPTEMBER:

Sarah Atkielski

Kaitlin Traverse

Hilary Horvath

Karissa Anderson

Sarah Ethington

Sara Reynolds

Samantha Preston

Emily Weiss

Nicole Plevak

Kelly Brasuell

OCTOBER:
Taylor Austin

Michelle Smith

Katharine Mason

Deneil Hotson

Kim Tess-Wanat

Rachael Gasperetti

Holly Lorms

Leah Shapiro

Jessica MacKenzie

Erin Shepet

Sarah Nowakowski

Emilie Midtling
U14 AAA ROLLS INTO MADISON

GETS A TASTE OF CAPITALS ON ICE

Submitted by Donna Rogers

Hello all you WILD READERS!  We present to you, YOUR U14AAA WILD GIRLS!
Emily Brienzo, Sarah Ethington, Kim Kamer, Michelle LaCombe, Emily Outcalt, Karli Reifschneider, Brookley Rogers, Kimberly Tess-Wanat, Rachel Welz, Anegela Zevnik, Christine Sonnentag, Megan Gloor, Cassie Johnson, Maggie Mickelson, Meagan Sudik, Tara Nowaczyk, Leah Coe, Brittany Strassman, and Brittany Berry!!  
Continued…

U14AAA…

Hockey Mania is settling in EARLY this year as the Wild team hit the road and faced the Madison Capitals on their home ice. The girls played well considering two key players were MIA.  Kim Tess-Wanat and Michelle LaCombe were dealing with their own battles at separate soccer tourney’s, but the Wild teammates did what they could to fill in the gaps.  

The team held the Capitals well, early in the contest but let in an accidental goal slip in off a Wild skate.  Kim Kamer, goalie, didn’t have a chance to put the freeze on it, let alone, SEE it!  The real test was 5 on 3 with 2 Wilds’ in the PB and the team held off any pressure the Capitals gave them throughout the first period.  The Wild seemed to DOMINATE the first period, and looked very fast, intense and confident.

Late in the second period, the Caps stuck it to us at 11:19 (15min. periods) and flipped their second goal in.  The Wild dug in their skates and retaliated as Leah Coe answered back soundly sending the puck high in over the goalie’s shoulder!  Emily Brienzo commanded the offense this period and tried desperately to rally the team.

With just .11 left in the 3rd period, ahead 2-1, the Caps snuck their last goal in the back door.  The Wild dodged another bullet off the cross bar.  Kim Kamer earned major credits as she came up with several nice saves, especially during Penalty Kills!

A decent showing even “short staffed” (and I’m not referring to the Coaches!), gave us a taste of Hockey Fever!  As our girls move over from Soccer, Judo, Softball, Volleyball, Xcountry, and Tennis this time of year…Coach Tom LaCombe realizes that with most of his players;  multi-sporting is a way of life!  He and Assistant Coach Dan Brienzo remain dedicated and are ready to mold this team into a dynamic Championship-quality team.  They can’t wait to have all members at full strength!  Look at it this way, Coach…they’ll be well conditioned and primed for the ice!  Yeah Baby!…Let’s PLAY HOCKEY!
U12B Team News

We have basically just started and don't have any games until late October. Our coach is Corinne Rosen, with on-ice help from Mr. Horvath and Mr. Nierzwicki. They are looking forward to a great year of Wisconsin Wild Hockey!

U19AAA Team

This year’s U19AAA Wild team features talented high school girls, most of whom are seniors, as well as three juniors, and a sophomore. The young women that make up this year’s roster are:

Amanda Bockmann (goalie), Amanda Dowdy (forward), Natalie Hoadley (defense), Kelsey Hunt (forward), Katharine Kelly (defense), Kristina Leng (forward), Jessica MacKenzie (defense), Emilie Midtling (forward), Kendall Newell (goalie), Sarah Nowakowski (forward), Rylee Olewinski (forward), Justine Pellman (defense), Heather Rossi (goalie), Britney Schaeffer (defense), Erin Shepet (forward), Sarah Tittman (forward)

Coaches Chris Leng and Cameron Cook are implementing a new system, which is proving to be quite challenging, but should start paying off in better defense and more goals scored as the season continues. The team started its game season in a two contest with Team Illinois/CYA. The Wild girls lost both games, but got a taste of what the new system will look like in real game situations. The Wild scored one goal in each game; Justine Pellman scored unassisted in the first game and Amanda Dowdy tipped in a shot from Kristina Leng on a pass from Britney Schaeffer. 

The team will compete in the Midwest Elite Hockey League with teams from Colorado Selects, Honeybaked, Little Caesars, Madison Capitols, Michigan Capitols, Minnesota Thoroughbreds, Ohio Flames, Shattuck-St. Mary’s, Team Illinois/CYA, and Washington Pride. The league’s reputation for fielding teams of a high caliber draws college scouts to its showcase weekends in Chicago, Detroit, Madison, and Minnesota. The U19AAA girls will also participate in two of the most scouted tournaments in the country, the Polar Bear Tournament in Connecticut, where more than 200 teams from the United States and Canada participate, and the Assabet Valley Tournament in Massachusetts. After a 50+ game regular season, the team will begin its post-season by vying for the Wisconsin AAA championship at the Ponds in March.

October U19AAA game schedule:

Sun, Oct 5, 1:40 pm – vs. Renegades @ Ponds

Sun, Oct 12, 1:35 pm – vs. Madison Capitols @ Ponds *

Sat, Oct 18, 1:10 pm – vs. Washington Pride @ Edge *

Sun, Oct 19, 8:15 pm –vs. Little Caesars @ Edge *

Sun, Oct 26, 1:35 pm –vs. Mission @ Ponds

Oct 31-Nov 2 – Assabet Valley Tourny, Concord, MA

* league games
U19B Team
“We fear no one!”

The U19B's played their first game of the season on 9-20-03 vs. Greenbay at the Pond.  The girls came out strong with a total team effort, including 45 saves from goalie Alyssa Koniar, but came up short by a score of 5-0.  Game 2 was Sunday, 9-21-03 vs. Team Illinois 19A team.  Jen Wilson scored the lone goal @ 9:27 in the first period.  The final score was 8-1 with TI on top.
The U19B's have an opportunity to really hone their skills this year with some very competitive hockey scheduled all season.  We're in a CSEGHL Tournament in Lansing, MI, in the beginning of October.  Then we're back in Michigan at the end of October in Melvindale for games vs. Little Caesar's U19 and Honeybaked U19.
Coach Dale Donaldson has the utmost confidence in the girls with his team motto "We Fear No One". 
Thanks to all who have put forth so much effort getting our team ready for another exciting season of WILD hockey!!!
On behalf of my entire family, I would like to say “Thank You!” to the Wisconsin Wild organization and the individual families for their prayers, well-wishes and other means of support during these past months since the accident I had in April. The care and concern for mine and my family’s well-being during such a trying time is overwhelmingly generous and appreciated beyond words.

Thank You!

Daniel Koniar
 “I Hope They Didn't Bring
Apple Juice”
By Steve Simmons, Toronto Sun
Submitted by Gretchen Burns & Joe McGann
There was about two minutes to play in the
playoff game and I was anxiously pacing behind the bench, barking out whatever instructions seemed important at that very moment. You watch the game and you watch the clock in those final seconds, sometimes precisely at the very same time.

We were up by a goal, poised to advance to the next round of the playoffs, when I felt a tug on my jacket. "Ah coach," one of my players said on the bench. "Yea," I answered, concentrating more on the game and the clock than on him at that instance. "Is there snacks today?"

"Whaaaat?" I barked exasperated. "Did anyone bring snacks today?" "Huh," I looked away.
"I hope they didn't bring apple juice." The young boy said. "I don't like apple juice."
The moment froze me in all the playoff
excitement, the way all special and meaningful moments should. If somehow, I could have captured that conversation on tape, I would have had one of those special sporting moments for parents everywhere, the kind you need to play for
coaches and executive and trainers and managers and all of us who take kids hockey way too seriously.
It isn't life or death, as we like to think it
is. It isn't do or die as often as we pretend it to be. In one tiny moment in one game minor hockey was reduced to what it really is about.

Apple juice.

OK, so it's not apple juice. But what apple juice happens to represent in all of this. The snack. The routine. The ritual. Kids can win and lose and
not even give a second's thought about either, but don't forget the post-game drinks. If anything will spoil a good time, that will.
You see, it's all part of the culture of hockey. Not who wins, not who scores goals, not which team accomplished what on which night, but about whether Mom and Dad are there, whether their grandparents are in the stands watching, whether their best friend was on their team and they got a shift on the power play, and yes, about what they ate.
When you get involved in hockey, when you truly put your heart into the game and into the environment and into everything, it can be when it's at its best, the game is only part of the package. It becomes a social outing for parents. It becomes a social outing for children.

It should never be about who is going for extra power skating and who is going straight from minor tyke to the Ottawa Senators but about building that kind of environment, the kind of memories kids and parents and families will have forever.
Sometimes, when I stand around the arenas I can't believe the tone of the conversations I hear. The visions are so short-sighted. The conversations are almost always about today and who won and who 
Continued…

Apple Juice…
lost and who scored. Not enough people use the word fun and not enough sell it that way either. 
Hard as we try to think like kids, we're not kids. Hard as we try to remember what we were when we were young, our vision is clouded by perspective and logic, something not always evident with children.
Ask any parent whether they would rather win or lose and without a doubt they would say win. But ask most children what they would prefer: playing a regular shift, with power play time and penalty killing time on a losing team rather playing sparingly on a winning team, and the answer has already come out in two different studies. Overwhelmingly, kids would rather play a lot than win and play a little.

Like we said, it is about apple juice.
It is, after all, about the experience. You can't know what's in a kid's mind. I was coaching a team a few years ago when I got a call from the
goaltender's Father. It was the day before the championship game. The Father told me his son didn't want to play anymore. "Anymore after tomorrow." I asked. "No," the Father said. "He just doesn't want to play anymore."
"Did something happen?" I asked. "He won't tell me," the Father said.

I hung up the phone and began to wonder how this happened and who would play goal the next day when I decided to call back. "Can I talk to him?" I asked the father. The goalie came on the phone. "I don't want to play anymore." "But you know what tomorrow is, don't you? Are you nervous?" "No." "Then what? You can tell me." "I don't like it anymore." "Don't like playing goal?" "They hurt me," he said. "Who hurts you?" "The guys," he said. "What guys?"

"Our guys. They jump on me after the game. It hurts me and scares me."

"Is that it?" "Yea." "Do you trust me?" "Yea." "What if I told you they won't jump on you and hurt you anymore. Would you play then?" "Are you sure?" "I'm sure." "Then I'll play." And that was the end of the goalie crisis. The kid was scared and wouldn't tell his parents. The kid loved playing but didn't love being jumped on after winning games.

You can't anticipate anything like that as a coach. You can't anticipate what's in their minds.

It's their game, we have to remember. Not our game. They don't think like we do or
look at the sport like we do. They don't have to adjust to us, we have to adjust to them. We have to make certain we're not spoiling their experience.

Our experience is important too, but the game is for the children and not for the adults. We can say that over and over again, but the message seems to
get lost every year. Lost in too many coaches who lose perspective and who think nothing of blaming and yelling and bullying. Lost by parents who
think their son or daughter is the next this or the next that and they are already spending the millions their little one will be earning by the time they finish hockey in the winter, 3-on-3 in the summer, power skating over winter break, special lessons over March break, pre-tryout camp before the AAA tryouts in May and a couple weeks of hockey school, just to make certain they don't go rusty.

I have asked many NHL players how they grew up in the game. My favorite answer came from Trevor Linden, who has captained more than one team. He said he played hockey until April and then put his skates away. He played baseball all summer until the last week of August. He went to hockey camp for one week then began his season midway through September with tryouts. No Summer hockey. No special schools. No skating 12 months a year.

"I didn't even see my skates for about five months a year. I think the kids today are playing way too much hockey and all you have to do is look
at the development to see it really isn't producing any better players. We have to let the kids be kids."
When, I asked Gary Roberts recently, did he think he had a future in hockey. "When I got a call from an agent before the OHL draft," he said. "Before that, it was just a game we played."
Do me a favor: Until the agent comes knocking on your teenager's door, let's keep it that way. A game for kids.
And one reminder, I don't care what the age: Don't forget the snacks.
Steve Simmons wrote a city column for the
Toronto Sun when he wasn't coaching. His syndicated Sunday sports column was the most read sports column in Canada.
Wild Things
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